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News Observer Reporter

The City of Unadilla hosted its Back-to-School 
celebration Saturday, July 18 at the Lighted Lan-
tern with wet bounce houses and free school sup-
plies� 7he first �� children to arriYe at the .ona 
,ce 7rucN receiYed a free .lassic .up courtesy 
of the Mayor and council. The event also marked 
the opening of the Unadilla Splash Pad. Mayor 
Myron Mixon said, “Sabrina Sinyard Holmes got 
together with the city hall girls and the back-to-
school bash where they could get all their free 
school supplies to start back to class. Another big 
event is the opening of the SplashPad and when 
we started this, it’s kind of what I had in mind 
and it has come to fruition. It’s a big day for us 
here in Unadilla, If we had a full year, the Splash-
Pad would be open on Memorial Day and close 
the day after Labor Day. It opens each morning at 
���� a�m� and it closes at ���� p�m� and eYerybody 
has to be out by seven because it has automatic 
locNs on the bathroom doors and the gate� $t ����, 
it locks so we don’t want anybody to get locked 
in. Rules are, you can’t have any food or bring 
any of your pets inside the gate. We’ve got some 
new benches coming for the inside.” He talked 
about, “Some of the nicest restrooms I’ve seen in 
a municipal facility and we’ve got our water foun-
tains.” Assistant to the Mayor Sabrina Sinyard 
Holmes thanked, “The City of Unadilla Mayor 
and Council for allowing us to host this annual 
back to school event. Also, thank you to the vol-
unteers, the vendors and everybody that donated 
to give these kids these school supplies. We cel-
ebrate our Bobcat, Trojan and home-schooled ba-
bies as they get ready to start a new school year. 
:e haYe .ylie *arrard with Dooly Communities 
in Schools, Rhonda Lamb and Tiffany Sinyard 
with Dooly County Chamber of Commerce and 
the +ouse of 5aeford, /il .ate Cleaning and 9ic-
toria and Marcus Clark passing out hygiene prod-

ucts, Camp Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church and Unadilla First Baptist Church. 
This could not happen without the community 
support and we are so grateful for the love that 
we’ve received and for what we were able to give 
the kids in the community. As long as I can, and 
the city, mayor and council allow us to, we’re go-
ing to keep doing it every year.”

Display Your Business in a Prime Location
*Front Page Banner Ad is subject to limited availability.  Contact us to reserve your spot & ask about pricing.

Email us at  thenewsobservereditor@gmail.com  or   phyllis.keaton@yahoo.com
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Dublin, Ga. – �e Georgia Trust for Lo-

cal News today purchased �e Macon 
Telegraph and �e Columbus Ledger-
Enquirer in a landmark transaction that 
puts two storied papers under local con-
trol and nonpro�t ownership. 
�e Telegraph has operated as a jour-

nalistic mainstay in Middle Georgia for 
200 years and has a legacy of commu-
nity-changing investigative journalism, 
including a Pulitzer Prize for specialized 
reporting. �e Ledger-Enquirer has long 

been Columbus’ leading news source and 
has twice won the Pulitzer Prize for pub-
lic service. For both papers, this is the �rst 
change of ownership in 20 years. 
�e Georgia Trust is a subsidiary of the 

National Trust for Local News, a nonprof-
it that acquires, stabilizes and revitalizes 
news organizations across the country. 
�anks to support from local funders in 
Macon and Columbus, these vital civic 
institutions will bene�t from the Na-
tional Trust’s model for sustaining trusted 
sources of local news. 
Including today’s acquisitions from Mc-

Clatchy Media, the Georgia Trust now 
operates 21 local newspapers and digital 
platforms across Middle, West and South 
Georgia – covering a geography of more 
than one million people. �at includes 
an expanded presence in Macon, where 
it currently operates �e Macon Melody, 
plus expansion into Columbus, the state’s 
second-largest city. �e Columbus cover-
age area includes the western part of the 
state and eastern sections of Alabama. 
�e purchase of these newspapers from 

one of the country’s largest media compa-
nies marks a new phase of growth for the 

entire National Trust, which also operates 
state trusts in Maine and Colorado. 
“�is is a great day for local news in 

Georgia,” said Tom Wiley, CEO of the 
National Trust for Local News. “�ese 
vital community assets will not only be 
preserved, but also reinvigorated and 
strengthened for a vibrant future.” 
To mark the acquisition, the Georgia 

Trust will temporarily remove �e Led-
ger-Enquirer’s and �e Telegraph’s digi-

Georgia Trust for Local News partners with local 
supporters to acquire two historic newspapers

GEORGIA TRUST
CONTINUED 2A  

 Unadilla Hosts Back-to-School 
Bash-Celebrating Splash-Pad 

Grand Opening

Board OK’s Much Needed 
Dooly County Courthouse 

Roof Repairs

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

Brandon Christmas with Doo-
ly Maintenance informed of-
ficials of issues with the Dooly 
County Courthouse and a need 
for much needed roof repairs. 
He shared, “We’ve got a leak 
in the north east corner and sev-
eral pieces of slate missing on 
the courthouse (above the law 
library). It’s pretty much leak-
ing on that whole wall and it’s 
just pouring in, in the corner 
right there on the inside.” Re-
pairs include replacement of 
loose and missing slates, repair-
ing a leak above the stairwell 
and reseal copper Áashing as 
required, install backer rod and 

sealant, custom fabricate and 
install surface mounted counter 
Áashing at the entire north wall 
section. Apply clear siloxane 
bricN water waterproofing to the 
north brick wall above the stair-
well leak. It includes a one year 
workmanship warranty against 
roof leaks above the north stair-
well. Following discussion, 
Commissioner David Mixon 
made a motion, “To accept the 
bid of ���,��� �from 6Nyline 
Construction Services, Inc. out 
of (atonton, *a�� to repair dam-
age to the roof of the courthouse 
and the money to come out of 
the ���� courthouse 63/267 

Photo By Tim Franzén 
Pictured left to right: back row: Dooly County Public Works 

Director Rodney Hair, new hires-Roadside Mowing-Equipment 
Operator Ernest Lewis, Mechanic Joey Bowden and Commissioner 

David Mixon. Sitting Left to right: Vice-Chair Eugene Cason, 
Chairman David Barron and Commissioner Timothy Robinson.

Photo by Sabrina Sinyard Holmes 
Splash-down!

COURTHOUSE ROOF
CONTINUED 2A  
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Congratulations to Burger King 

of Unadilla on your grand open-
ing. We are excited to welcome 
you to the Dooly County com-
munity and celebrate this excit-
ing milestone. Dooly County 
K-8 Academy is incredibly hon-
ored to be recognized as Burger 
King’s Partner of the Year. We 
are sincerely grateful for your 
investment in our students, 
teachers, and school commu-

nity. Your generosity includes: 
A $1,000 donation to Dooly 
County K-8 Academy, Teacher 
supply gifts for our Elementary 
and Middle School Teachers of 
the Year. A commitment to pro-
vide additional resources to sup-
port our school in the future. We 
also extend our appreciation to 
Mr. Rodney Daniels, Executive 
Director of Talent Management 
and Operations, who represent-
ed Dooly County K-8 Academy, 

and School Board Member Ms. 
Minnie Harper for representing 
the Dooly County School Sys-
tem and the district during this 
special celebration. Partnerships 
like this make a lasting differ-
ence in the lives of our students. 
Thank you, Burger King of 
Unadilla, for believing in educa-
tion and investing in the future 
of Dooly County. We look for-
ward to a wonderful partnership 
for years to come.
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By Melanie Sangster-
Akin

Join us for a special book 
signing event Friday, July 
31 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at South Georgia 
Banking Company in Vi-
enna. Local author Melanie 
Sangster Akin will be there 
to celebrate her new cook-
book, Mama’s Table. This 
special release is a moth-
er-daughter project dedi-
cated to Melanie’s mother, 
Brenda Sangster, who will 
also be attending the event 
to meet neighbors and sign 
copies. Mama’s Table is 
the second installment in 
The Family Table series. It 
follows the success of the 
first booN, *ran·s 7able� 
Come pick up a copy, meet 
the family, and bring home 
new recipes for your own 
kitchen.

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED

CHIEF OF POLICE 
�e City of Vienna, Georgia is seeking an experienced, Certi�ed Law Enforcement 
Administrator with exceptional leadership, management, and interpersonal skills 
to move the Vienna Police Department on the path of progressive service delivery.  

Candidates must have excellent management skills, a proven ability to inspire 
con�dence, and bring a strong record of achievement in public safety, security, 
community policing, and drug enforcement.  Candidates must be committed to 
training, professional development and community engagement.

POLICE OFFICERS
�e Vienna Police Department is now seeking POST certi�ed applicants to �ll 
position(s) in the Patrol Division.  Competitive salary and bene�ts.  Background 
checks are required.

Applications for each position may be picked up at Vienna City Hall, 203 West 
Cotton Street and from the website at www.cityofvienna.org

�e City of Vienna is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 Council Agrees, “To take 
steps to interview for 

position of police chief”

Meet the Authors: Mother-
Daughter Book Signing for 

‘Mama’s 
Table’

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

After returning from the executive session last 
Monday, City of Vienna Councilman John Mathis 
Jr. made a motion to take steps to interview for the 
position of police chief. Councilwoman Tabatha 
Carter seconded and the motion was approved 
unanimously by all the members of the council. 
0ayor (ddie Daniels had informed officials earlier 
in the meeting that the, “(Heating Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning) unit out at the Headstart building 
is probably 20-years-old (needs to be replaced.) I 
understand it will cost a substantial amount. They 
need to try and get in there by August 1, I think 
that’s the deadline. As of right now, they don’t have 
any air conditioning in the building.” Following 
discussion, a motion made to authorize the mayor 
to seek bids and negotiate for the replacement of 
the HVAC unit at Head Start died for lack of a 
second. The mayor recommended and the council 
approved the appointment of Mr. Jeff Priest as the 
City of Vienna’s public works superintendent. Dur-
ing citizens input, Mr. Donte Gates addressed the 
council to discuss problems with his water usage. 
Mayor Daniels recognized Donte Gates who had 
requested to address Mayor and Council stating, 
“He has had his house checked several times for 
leaking water lines and believes his water usage is 
inaccurate. He requested someone to check and-or 
calibrate the water meter. Councilwoman Babette 
Lewis asked if someone would check into Donte 
Gates’ water meter. Interim Public Works Super-
intendent Priest stated he had conversed with Mr. 
Gates, and he would check on the meter.” Munici-
pal Court Judge Sherrer had recommended that the 

mayor appoint an interim appointment to serve as 
municipal court solicitor to fill the position until a 
permanent appointment can be made. The Mayor 
recommended Blake Brantley, however follow-
ing a motion, it died due to lack of a second. The 
council agreed to amendment number 31 on the 
agreement for operations, maintenance and man-
agement services for wastewater treatment with 
OMI-Jacobs. The plant serves primarily the House 
of Raeford who will be responsible for paying any 
costs. Destinee Williams with the River Valley 
Regional Commission spoke to the council who 
was accompanied by Blaine Hoskins to remind of-
ficials that it is time, ´For Dooly County and all 
the municipalities to update their comprehensive 
plan, a 10-year strategy that is required by the De-
partment of Community Affairs. It’s updated ev-
ery fiYe�years to document where your community 
currently is and where you would like it to go in 
the future. The planning process would be during 
four or fiYe meetings with the first, a NicN�off, then 
analyzing the strengths and what are the opportu-
nities within the community. Identifying the goals 
and policies for your community going forward. 
:e·ll haYe a final meeting to reYiew the document 
as a whole to make sure that everyone is in agree-
ment. This will be a joint plan, so it will include 
all of the municipalities. There will also be a com-
munity-wide component to it . The comprehensive 
plan is important because it’s very helpful in ob-
taining grant funding. The plan is due October 31, 
2027 and we’ll be spending the next year working 
on the plan receiving community output through 
surveys and just making sure that we respect opin-
ions on what you want for your community.” City 
Clerk Shelley presented the Financial Report.

COURTHOUSE ROOF
CONTINUED FROM 1A

GEORGIA TRUST
CONTINUED FROM 1A

fund.” Mr. Mixon also discussed the situation 
with the inside of the clock tower at the court-
house. He is heading up efforts to repair the clock, 
but stressed, “This is not a taxpayer funded prior-
ity, but I’ve had a few people say they’re willing 
to donate money if this project happens. I’m just 
asking for a nod of support with no taxpayer dol-
lars to continue to get bids, come up with a final 
plan and possibly get (the clock) ‘back’ up and 
running. It would be a great county pride thing.” 
Lance Woods with Ocmulgee Consulting Engi-
neers, LLC talked to the commissioners about 
future planning on the 2027 Local Maintenance 
Improvement Grant. Also, according to reports, 
“The 2026 Local Maintenance and Improvement 
Grant and Local Road Assistance applications 
and supporting documents have been submitted 
to GDOT, Upon compliance with the Division 
of Accounts and Audits (DOAA), applications 
will be resubmitted with funds arriving a couple 
of weeks of resubmission. LMIG funds covering 
portions of Lonesome Pine Road and Franklin 
Road total $915,480 includes 10% contingency on 
a $832,255 base. LRA covers a portion of Bowen 
Road and the remaining portion of Franklin Road 
totals $898,978 with no match required.” Dooly 
County Public Works Department Rodney Hair 
was asked about opinions related to the length of 

the grass along the side of roadways in the county 
and he responded, “I can’t cover ‘em all and keep 
‘em looking like a lawn. But, we can do the best 
we can. The only other way to do it is increase 
your equipment and help. With all the rain, what 
the people are seeing is the Johnson grass is ‘whip-
pin’ us. We’ve got to develop a spraying program 
to curtail that. We’ve got over 300 miles of paved 
roads and people don’t realize that if you do one 
mile of road, you went down it four times, two 
trips on each side. It’s kind of a time consuming 
process, so all I’m doing is doing the best I can 
with what , got� 2ne of the retired fire�NnocNer 
trucNs, we·re turning into a new field trucN and de-
veloping our own road side sprayer. We’re going 
to try and turn (a second) truck into a rig with a 
1,000 gallon tank to do controlled spraying. It’s in 
the works, it just takes time.” He also introduced 
two new hires that have joined the work team at 
the Public Works Department.  They are Road-
side Mowing-Equipment Operator Ernest Lewis 
and Mechanic Joey Bowden. Mr. Hair said he, “Is 
well pleased with what they’ve put out so far and 
I think they are a great addition.” Commission-
ers also gave a green-light to the establishment of 
a Dooly County Youth Council. It would provide 
leadership including attendance at youth forums 
each summer in Savannah, Ga.

Dooly K-8 Recognized 
as Burger King’s 

Partner of the Year

Contributed Photo

tal paywalls to welcome all 
members of the community to 
connect with these publications. 
Financial Support & News Op-

erations 
�e National Trust’s growth 

model leverages catalytic philan-
thropic investment to accelerate 
local publishers’ ability to drive 
earned revenue from subscrip-
tions, advertising, events and 
other emerging sources. 
In 2024, with a $5 million grant 

from Knight Foundation, the 
National Trust for Local News 
launched a startup community 
newsroom, �e Macon Melody. 
�e community journalism pro-
duced by Georgia Trust report-
ers in Macon quickly established 
�e Melody as a vital local re-
source and partner in Middle 
Georgia. Knight Foundation’s 
support strengthened the infra-
structure that makes today’s ac-
quisitions possible. 
Another steadfast supporter 

of the Georgia Trust is the Pey-
ton Anderson Foundation. To 
honor the legacy of Peyton T. 
Anderson, Jr., former owner and 
publisher of �e Telegraph, the 
Peyton Anderson Foundation is 
providing funding for the acqui-
sition of �e Telegraph. 
�e Melody and �e Telegraph 

will bring their strengths to-
gether into a single news source. 

Operating as �e Telegraph, this 
combined publication will blend 
the scale, domain authority and 
subscriber base of �e Telegraph 
with the community-�rst voice, 
local relationships and entrepre-
neurial muscle of �e Melody. 
Later this summer, �e Melody 
will become a section within �e 
Telegraph highlighting the peo-
ple, places and moments that are 
the rhythm of Macon. �e Tele-
graph newsroom will be housed 
in Mercer University’s Reg Mur-
phy Center for Collaborative 
Journalism. 
Funding for the acquisition 

of �e Ledger-Enquirer in Co-
lumbus was provided by a grant 
from �e Local News and Infor-
mation Fund at the Community 
Foundation of the Chattahooch-
ee Valley. �rough the Commu-
nity Foundation, more than a 
dozen individuals and commu-
nity stakeholders contributed to 
the fund’s support of �e Led-
ger-Enquirer acquisition, un-
derscoring the enthusiastic local 
support for the newspaper’s fu-
ture under nonpro�t ownership. 
�e Ledger-Enquirer news-

room will move to a space on 
Broadway, in Columbus’ central 
business district. �e space is 
rented from CSU Properties, the 
charitable arm that manages real 
estate holdings for the bene�t of 

Columbus State University. CSU 
and the Georgia Trust for Local 
News are in talks to bolster col-
laboration that will allow stu-
dents to gain hands-on experi-
ence at the publication. 
Restoring Local Leadership 
�e acquisition comes on the 

heels of the Georgia Trust for 
Local News’ hiring of a new 
executive director, Cynthia Du-
Bose, who started in her role on 
June 1. 
While the National Trust pro-

vides the capital and runway to 
transform local newsrooms into 
modern enterprises, the state 
trusts ensure each newsroom 
relies on local management 
driving on-the-ground opera-
tions – a role DuBose is leading 
in tandem with Georgia Trust 
newsrooms throughout the state. 
“What makes this historic 

transaction especially exciting 
is the groundswell of national, 
statewide and community-
based �nancial support to en-
able these storied publications’ 
shi� to nonpro�t ownership 
and local management,” DuBose 
said. “Under the Georgia Trust’s 
stewardship, these publications 
will recapture their role in civic 
leadership, and ensure a strong 
commitment to hyper-local cov-
erage and enhanced community 
engagement.” 
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Brooks
Auto Parts

229-268-2700
313 W. Union St., Vienna

Op en Through Lunch
Eddie Conner, Manager

Proudly Serving Dooly County 
for more than 10 years!

Corner of Union & 3rd 
229-268-4751 • Vienna

Athens Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-4883
AOH Church of God
Vienna, GA 229-268-1903
Bakersfield Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Bay Point CME
Byromville, GA
Bethel Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2848
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2102
Big Poplar Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Brown Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-9466
Byromville Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2505
Byromville Methodist Church
Byromville, GA
229-321-9292
Camp Creek Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3929
Vienna Church of Christ
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1994
Vienna Church of God
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1404
County Line Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Destiny Worship Center
International Ministries
Vienna, GA
(478) 273-8112
Dooling Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Double Branch Freewill Baptist 
Church
Unadilla, GA 
Drayton Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-8456
Drayton Wesleyan Church
Vienna, GA, 229-321-9292
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-2964
Evangelistic Tabernacle Church

Vienna, GA
Evergreen Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3476
Faith Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2798
Forest Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA  478-645-3476
Harmony Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Healing and Deliverance Church
Unadilla, GA
Liberty Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3584
Lilly Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Macedonia Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-1582
Little Poplar Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Living Water Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mars Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-6795
Midway Independent Methodist 

Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA 
478-627-3775
Mt. Zion CME
Vienna, GA 
229-268-6013
Northside Missionary Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel CME
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Methodist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pleasant Hill Freewill Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA 229-268-8746

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Richwood Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3713
Reedy Branch Baptist Church
740 Church Avenue
Byromville, GA
Riverview Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Shady Grove CME Church
Vienna, GA
Shiloh Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
Smyrna Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-6852
Snow Methodist Church
Unadilla, GA
St. John Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Springhill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
St. Luke CME
Lilly, GA
St. Mark’s Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Tippettville Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Trails of Faith Deliverance 
Holiness Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4377
Turkey Creek Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Unadilla First Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3615
Unadilla United Methodist 
Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3330
Vienna Congregation
Vienna, GA
Vienna First Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4386
Vienna Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4207

THE CITIZENS
AGENCY

“Dependable Insurance”

121 N. 3rd Street
P.O. Box 486

Vienna, GA 31092
229-268-2800

INSURANCE AGENCY

Vienna, GA

IF YOU NEED 
TO ADVERTISE

EMAIL
Phyllis Keaton

phyllis.keaton@
yahoo.com

(229)938-6253

Photos contributed

By Dooly County Chamber 
of Commerce President and 

CEO Rhonda Lamb and
Tim Franzén

News Observer Reporter
The Dooly County Chamber 

of Commerce, in partnership 
with the City of Unadilla and 
the Dooly County Industrial De-
velopment Authority, proudly 
celebrated the Grand Opening 
and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
for the new JP Unadilla Travel 
Center, home of Burger King 
and Taco Bell, on Tuesday, July 
14. The celebration marked an 
exciting milestone for the City 
of Unadilla and Dooly County 
as state and local elected offi-
cials, community leaders, busi-
ness owners, educators, Cham-
ber members, and residents 
gathered to officially welcome 
one of the county’s newest busi-
nesses and its employees to 
the community. The ceremony 
opened with welcome remarks 
from Amanda Neisent with the 
Dooly County Chamber Board 
of Directors, followed by an in-
vocation from Scotty Mashburn, 
Executive Director of the Dooly 
County Industrial Development 
Authority. Bill Jones, CEO of 
Jones Petroleum Company, 
shared remarks about the com-
pany’s continued growth and 
commitment to serving com-
munities throughout Georgia. 
Following the official ribbon 
cutting, led by Rhonda Lamb, 
President and CEO of the Dooly 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
and Tiffany Sinyard, Execu-
tive Assistant, guests toured the 
beautiful new facility, enjoyed 
refreshments, and participated 
in grand opening giveaways and 
promotions. A second ribbon-
cutting ceremony was held to 
celebrate the opening of Burger 
King, where the company dem-
onstrated its commitment to 

education and community by 
recognizing Dooly County K-8 
Academy as its Partner of the 
Year. Burger King corporate 
representatives and Mr. Jones 
presented the school with a 
$1,000 donation, school sup-
plies, and gifts for the Elementa-
ry and Middle School Teachers 
of the Year while announcing 
the company’s commitment 
to continue supporting Dooly 
County K-8 Academy through 
future partnerships and educa-
tional initiatives. Accepting the 
donation on behalf of the Dooly 
County School System were 
Mr. Rodney Daniels, Executive 
Director of Talent Management 
and Operations and Ms. Minnie 
Harper, member of the Dooly 
County Board of Education. 
Among the distinguished guests 
attending the celebration were 
State Representative Patty Ma-
rie Stinson, Dooly County Sher-
iff Craig Peavy, Cordele City 
Commissioner George Single-
tary, representatives from the 
Georgia Department of Com-
munity Affairs, City of Unadilla 
officials, Dooly County Cham-
ber Board members, Georgia 
Power, Middle Georgia EMC, 
along with local community 
organizations, business leaders, 
Chamber members, and citizens 
from across the region. The new 
JP Unadilla Truck Stop, located 
at 475 Pine Street in Unadilla, 
represents another important 
investment in Dooly County’s 
future. The development creates 
new employment opportunities, 
expands dining and travel ser-
vices for residents and visitors 
while strengthening economic 
growth along the Interstate 75 
corridor and enhancing Unadil-
la’s role as a welcoming gate-
way to South Central Georgia. 
The project is the result of a col-
laborative effort among Jones 

Dooly Campground 
Annual Camp 

Meeting
Byromville United Methodist 

Church announces the Camp 
Meeting will be held Sunday, 
September 20 at Dooly 
Campground 21 Parsonage 
Road in Vienna. �e theme 
will be ‘Reimagining a 
Future in Unity.’ �ere will 
be preaching at both worship 
services at 11:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. with Bishop James 
Swanson and Music provided 
by Je� Cleghorn. Lunch will be 
served following the 11:00 a.m. 
service. For more information, 
call 229-268-4393.

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Homecoming

St. Mark Missionary Baptist 
Church invites you to their 
Annual Revival/Homecoming. 
Tuesday, July 28th - 30th at 
7pm each night.
Speaker Rev. Willie Greene, 

Forest Chapel Baptist Church
Annual Mission Program, 

Sunday, August 2nd
Speaker Minister Deion Jones, 

New Oak Grove Baptist Church

Bingo Night in 
Byromville

Enjoy Bingo game night the 
second �ursday of every 
month starting at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Byromville Municipal 
Complex. �is is for individuals 
55 and older. Free entry-
fellowship-games and prizes. 

Town of Dooling 
Meeting 

�e Town of Dooling-Town 
Meeting will now be held on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month 

starting at 6:00p.m.   (Except 
for the months of July & Dec. 
when no meeting will be held.) 
If you plan to bring an issue to 
the board, please contact the 
Mayor in writing a week before 
the town meeting to be placed 
on the agenda. 

Dooly County 
Library

1200 East Union St., Vienna 
Mon. - �urs. 9AM-6PM

Fri. 9:30A.M. - 4P.M. 
Closed Saturday.

�urasdays - COLOR & 
CHAT. Color books and 
colored pencils will be provided 
or you can bring your own. For 
more information contact Jill 
Kloberdanz, library manager 
library at 229-268-4687.

�e Elizabeth Harris 
Library

Unadilla Location:
Tues-�urs 8:30AM-6PM

Friday 9AM-4PM
Saturday 9AM-12PM Noon

Byromville Location:
Tues-�urs 2:30PM-5:30PM

“An Hour of 
Encouragement”

Pastor Dean and the 
New Poplar Spring Baptist 
Church would like for you 
to join us every Wednesday 
night @7pm for “An Hour 
of Encouragement” on our 
Conference Call line. Please 
dial (253) 993-3761.   (TFN)

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church

Worship With Us Each & 
Every Sunday. Worship starts 

at 11:00am. Bible Study on 
each Sunday at 5:00pm. Jerry 
Jamal Sanders, Sr., Pastor.  (TFN)

Dooly County Celebrates Grand Opening of JP 
Unadilla Travel Center, Home of Burger King 

and Taco Bell

Petroleum Company, local lead-
ers, and economic development 
partners. The Dooly County 
Chamber of Commerce espe-
cially recognizes the tireless 
work and dedication of Scotty 
Mashburn, Executive Director 
of the Dooly County Industrial 
Development Authority, whose 
vision, leadership, and unwav-
ering commitment over many 
months were instrumental in 
bringing this project to Dooly 
County. His perseverance and 
passion for economic develop-
ment continue to create new op-

portunities that will benefit our 
community for years to come. 
“JP Unadilla Truck Stop is not 
just a business; it represents a 
major investment in our local 
economy by bringing new jobs 
and increased revenue to our 
community. Congratulations to 
the Jones family and their en-
tire team for their hard work 
in bringing this project to life. 
Welcome to Unadilla, and best 
wishes for continued success.” 
- Mayor Myron Mixon “Today 
was about much more than cut-
ting a ribbon,” said Rhonda 

Lamb, President and CEO of the 
Dooly County Chamber of Com-
merce. “Today we welcomed 
the Jones Petroleum family into 
the Dooly County family. That’s 
something very special to us 
because here in Dooly County, 
we believe business is about 
relationships. Our businesses 
become our neighbors, our 
partners, and our friends. We 
celebrate each new investment 
because it creates opportunities 
for our citizens, strengthens our 
local economy, and helps build 
an even brighter future for our 

communities. We are honored 
that Jones Petroleum chose to 
invest in Unadilla and Dooly 
County, and we look forward to 
many years of partnership and 
success together.” The Dooly 
County Chamber of Commerce 
extends its sincere congratula-
tions to Jones Petroleum Com-
pany, JP Unadilla Travel Center, 
Burger King, and Taco Bell on 
this exciting achievement and 
thanks everyone who attended 
for helping make the celebration 
a tremendous success. Welcome 
to the Dooly County family.

Photos contributed



That beautiful, thriving gar-
den you had a few weeks ago 
may be starting to struggle 
under summer’s intense heat. 
%ut you don·t haYe to sacrifice 
colorful blooms when tempera-
tures climb. There are plenty 
of annuals you can still plant 
in July that won’t wither at 
the thought of the South’s heat 
and humidity. They’ll actually 
thrive in it. It’s not too late to 
add them to your Áower beds, 
so grab your garden gloves and 
plant these heat-resistant annu-
als to bring cheer back to your 
yard. These suggestions hail 
from Southern Living Maga-
zine.

Zinnia--Heat won’t scare 
off zinnia blooms. Seeds germi-
nate quickly in warm soil and 
you’ll still have plenty of time 
for colorful Áowers since they 
bloom until the first frost� *iYe 
seeds lots of moisture in the 
first weeN so they can establish 
roots, and afternoon shade will 
protect seedlings from extreme 
heat. Space plants 12 inches 
apart and water at the base to 
prevent powdery mildew.

Fan Áower �6caeYola���7hese 
delicate blooms won’t shrivel 
on the hottest days� *iYe them 
consistent watering during the 

first few weeNs after planting 
to ensure strong roots develop. 
There’s no need to deadhead 
fan Áowers³the blooms will 
keep coming well into fall. Re-
vive leggy stems by cutting the 
plant back by a third to boost 
growth and blooms.

Marigold--If these cheerful 
blooms aren’t already in your 
garden, it’s not too late to add 
their sunny color as July heat 
kicks in. Marigolds grow quick-
ly from seed. Just scatter the 
seeds over loose soil and keep 
them well watered. The golden 
and orange blooms will add 
some pep to a tired garden, and 
they’ll also attract pollinators.

Coleus--If you want to add 
coleus to your Áower beds, pay 
attention to the light require-
ments of the specific Yariety 
you buy. Some need afternoon 
shade, while newer variet-
ies love the sun. Keep newly 
planted coleus well-watered in 
the July heat to keep the soil 
from drying out. Since coleus 
is grown for its brightly colored 
and patterned foliage³ranging 
from bright chartreuse to deep 
magenta³pinch off Áower 
spikes as soon as they emerge 
or the plant may become leggy.

Lantana--When other garden 

plants may wilt in the summer 
heat, lantana springs into ac-
tion. Help it thrive in the sum-
mer sun with plenty of water 
in the first few weeNs after 
planting and well-draining soil. 
Once established, these bright 
blooms can tolerate droughts. 
<ou·ll see tiny Áower clusters 
until the first frost�

Angelonia--Known as sum-
mer snapdragons, angelonias 
can withstand higher tempera-
tures than traditional snapdrag-
ons. They’re pretty drought tol-
erant once established, but give 
them lots of water after plant-
ing. Amend heavy clay soils 
with compost so the roots won’t 
rot, and give angelonia stems a 
trim if they become too leggy. 
There’s no need to deadhead 
them, which makes them even 
easier to care for.

6unÁowers��3lanting sun-
Áowers in -uly means you·ll 
have tall blooms reaching for 
the sun in September and Oc-
tober, just as the rest of your 
garden begins to fade. The sun 
does most of the work, but in 
July you’ll want to give sun-
Áowers enough water to Neep 
the soil moist until the seedlings 
are established. You can leave 
the Áower heads for wildlife to 
enjoy over winter, or harvest 
the seeds for yourself.

Try these for some late sum-
mer and fall Áowers� <ou·ll be 
glad you did!

Tim Lewis is a Georgia Green In-
dustry Association Certi�ed Plant 
Professional, gardening writer, and 
former Perry High School horticul-
ture instructor. He can be reached at 
(478)954-1507 or timlewis1@wind-
stream.net.

An undated scribbled note 
included some potential col-
umn topics. “The First Sign of 
Spring,” came from a conver-
sation with my mother. When I 
told her I had seen a robin in 
her yard she reminded me that, 
“Robins are the first sign of 
spring.” 

Mama has spent countless 
hours watching birds through 
her kitchen windows. Her 
dishwasher spent some lonely 
decades as she worked at the 
sink. That’s been a great place 
to admire nesting doves, mock-
ingbirds, brown thrashers, and 
hummingbirds. The robins don’t 
stay long but always come as 
ambassadors of spring. 

Another topic was “Imper-
fect Ambition.” I was thinking 
about the challenge of having 
the right amount of ambition 
in our careers. Too little re-
flects a lack of motivation. Too 
much can result in neglecting 
important things like family, or 
even shortchanging God. Jesus 
put it in perspective. “What 
shall it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world but loses his 
soul?”

On the bottom of the small 
notepad I’d written a question 

for a possible column sequel 
to “Points to Ponder.” “Would 
the apostle Paul be welcome in 
today’s pulpits?” He would in 
some, but many would require a 
tempered message. It concerns 
me that Paul’s teachings have 
lost favor among many Chris-
tians. If we disregard Paul, Je-
sus is probably next. 

“The Fourth Cross” was 
written on the back of that same 
pad. Three wooden crosses are 
on a hill overlooking the Til-
lie Miller Bridge at Carabelle, 
Florida. When we occasionally 
pass that way, my attention is 
always drawn to those crosses. 
Perhaps a fourth should be 
added to remind us to, “Take 
up thy cross and follow me.” I 
tend to follow him better when 
the path is easy, not when it in-
volves carrying a cross.

One scribbled note was a 
song idea given to me by a for-
mer coworker, Judy Daniels. 
I’ve not gotten around to writ-
ing it, but did pen one verse 
with her quote as the closing 
line. “I’m getting tired of liv-
ing on grits, having some butter 
might help a bit. I hope I don’t 
reach the end of my wits, cause 
I’m too old to work but too 

broke to quit.”
Some notes I’d made from a 

book about the history of South 
Georgia Banking Company 
pertained to “Willie the Wiz-
ard - The Human Slide Rule.” 
Born in Omega, Georgia, Wil-
lis Dysart had uncanny abili-
ties in math. Audiences were 
amazed by feats of multiplica-
tion, determining square roots, 
and instantly converting time 
elapsed from years into days, 
hours, and minutes. For mental 
calculations, he was the alpha 
of Omega.

A note dated 8/1/2020 listed 
two funeral songs that used to 
be popular but have faded from 
the scene. “Precious Memo-
ries” and “Just One Rose Will 
Do” were standards a half cen-
tury ago. Below the song titles 
I’d recorded a memory from my 
days of working at Bowen-Ev-
erett Funeral Home in the late 
1970s. 

I don’t remember any details 
of the service or anything about 
the family. It was, however, the 
most unique wreath I had ever 
seen. Among a circle of flowers 
was an old-style rotary tele-
phone. Gold letters on a banner 
across the wreath proclaimed, 
“Jesus Calls.”

Whether we’re dancing with 
robins in the spring of life, liv-
ing in the too old to work but 
too broke to quit stage, or 
somewhere else along the jour-
ney, one thing is for certain. We 
need to be ready when Jesus 
calls. That’s not just my opin-
ion. Paul said it too. 

��� ,f any of you want to hear 
some old-time preaching again 
there is a preacher pastoring 
a very large congregation on 
META named Loran Livings-
ton who tells it like they did 
many years ago. He does not 
hold back! I’m quite sure he 
pastor’s Central Church in 
North Carolina.

��� Christians are partaNers 
of the things of *od� :hat is 

a partaker? A partaker refers to 
one who shares in, participates 
in, or is a partner in something. 
Here are some scriptures relat-
ed to that� �3eter ���b ´ ���that 
through these you may be par-
takers of the divine nature ...”
, 3eter ���b ´��� a partaNer of 
the glory that will be revealed 
���µ Col� ����b ´��� Tualified us 
to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the Saints in the light. 

(pe� ���b ´��� partaNers of +is 
promise in Christ through the 
gospel���µ +eb� ����a ´For we 
have become partakers of Je-
sus Christ,µ +eb� ����� ´��� 
that we may be partakers of 
+is holiness���µ +eb� ���b ´��� 
have become partakers of the 
+oly 6pirit ���µ 3hil ���b ´��� 
you all are partakers with me 
of grace�µ , 7im� �� �b ´7hose 
who are benefitted are belieYers 
and beloved...”

��� /et·s $// be partaNers 
with Jesus and go out there and 
tell people who are lost and 
without Jesus so they too can be 
partakers also and when their 
lives are over on this earth, they 
can be partakers with the rest of 
us Christians in heaven with Je-
sus forever! Amen and amen.

Never forget: Jesus loves us 
to heaven and back. Until next 
time.

During the mid-1800s, Rob-
ert Ingersoll, a renowned athe-
ist, visited Henry Ward Beech-
er, a prominent minister.  Inger-
soll told Beecher about a won-
derful new book by Charles 
Darwin which explained that 
everything came into being 
without *od� ´:here did hu-
man beings come from?” asked 
%eecher� ´From apes,µ replied, 
,ngersoll� ´$h,µ said %eecher, 
´and the apes came from"µ  
´/ower animalsµ responded 
Ingersoll, who continued his 
e[planation� ´$nd the lower 
animals arose from still lower 
forms, and on and on down 
through the lowest chain of life 
to the one-celled creatures that 
first formed in the sea�µ ´$nd 
where did the seas come from,” 
inquired Beecher…and the 
world itself, the sun, the moon, 
and the stars?”  Ingersoll just 
spread his hands� ´7hey Must 
happened.  We don’t need 
some mythical deity to explain 
such things.” Later that eve-
ning, Beecher took Ingersoll 
into his library to show him 
some new books.  Ingersoll’s 
attention was immediately cap-
tured by a globe on Beecher’s 
desk that depicted the stars and 
the constellations of the night 
sky.  Ingersoll examined the 

globe closely to find the manu-
facturer’s name so he could or-
der one� ́ 7his is such a marYel-
ous globe.” Ingersoll observed. 
´:ho made it"µ  ´:hy nobody 
made it,” said Beecher, with a 
wry grin� ´,t Must happened�µ

The world around us and 
the cosmos beyond us cry out 
in mute testimony that there is 
a *od, yet the atheist thinNs, 
as Robert Ingersoll, that it all 
just happened. The Universe 
is made of matter comprising 
planets, solar systems, stars, 
and galaxies.  To be an athe-
ist, an individual must believe 
that all matter in the universe 
just popped up ex-nihilo. Fur-
ther, the atheist must believe 
that the space medium which 
envelopes all heavenly bodies 
was not created, but just hap-
pened. Atheists must believe 
that human life was spawned 
from chemicals Áoating in a 
primordial soup that sponta-
neously received the spark of 
life. These chemicals formed 
one-celled sea creatures that 
oYer eons became fish that 
later crawled up on the shore, 
evolved into a monkeys, and 
after eons became erect-stand-
ing Homosapiens. Atheists dis-
credit the biblical account that 
*od created $dam from the 

dust of the earth and breathed 
into him the breath of life, and 
formed Eve from Adam’s rib. 
6ince these first progenitors 
produced children, who in-
structed the male spermatozo-
on how to fertilize the female 
ovum to produce a human em-
bryo? What power maintains 
the orbital precision of the 
heavenly bodies that move pre-
dictably through outer space? 
Who manages the thermody-
namics and nuclear forces that 
keep the unseen world of the 
atom intact? Who makes the 
physical laws governing plan-
ets and stars predictable but 
renders unpredictable the laws 
of quantum physics governing 
subatomic particles? Einstein 
went to his grave, still puzzled 
over this phenomenon.

,n speaNing to -ob, *od said, 
´:ho holds up the pillars that 
support the earth?..Who closed 
the gates to hold back the 
sea?...Have you ever ordered 
the dawn to seize the earth?...
Have you visited the store-
rooms where I keep the snow 
and hail?..Who dug a channel 
for the pouring rain?..Have you 
ever been to the place where 
the sun comes up and the east 
wind blows?..Can you tie to-
gether the 3leiades �star cluster 
in constellation 7aurus�"��:ho 
directs the Big and Little Dip-
pers?”

3salm ���� sums it up� ´7he 
heavens declare the glory of 
*od� and the firmament shows 
his handiwork.”
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Contributed
The Crisp County Sheriff’s Of-

fice hosted an $ctiYe 6hooter 
Response Training last week at 
the Crisp County High School. 
Sheriff Bill Hancock said, 
´7here are not enough words to 
express our sincere gratitude to 
everyone who made this week’s 
Active Shooter Response Train-
ing a success. First, thank you to 
the Crisp County School System 
and Superintendent Dr. Bran-
don Williams for opening your 
schools and partnering with us 
to ensure we are as prepared as 
possible should the unthinkable 
ever occur. Your trust and sup-
port mean more than you know. 
To every local, state, and federal 
public safety agency �,nclud-
ing the Dooly County Sheriff’s 
2ffice, 3arole 3robation and 
Cordele 3olice Department� that 
participated, thank you.”  The 
training brought together depu-
ties, firefighters and (06 per-
sonnel from the region includ-
ing Dooly County Sheriff Craig 
3eaYy who in a report filed on 
WALB news in Albany com-
mented, ´7hat first responders 

are often not prepared for the 
intensity of the exercises and the 
intensity of the role-playing.” He 
also commented that respond-
ers, ´Don·t reali]e what it·s liNe 
to be in a building where people 
are screaming, hollering and you 
haYe mocN gunfire�µ +e added 
that training is, ´Designed to 
build muscle memory for high-
stress situations.” Crisp County 
Sheriff Billy Hancock also said, 
´2ur willingness to train togeth-
er, learn together, and strengthen 
our partnerships is what makes 
our community safer. When sec-
onds matter, relationships built 
through training make all the 
difference. To the students who 
volunteered to play victims and 
make the scenarios as realis-
tic as possible, thank you. You 
brought a level of realism that 
cannot be duplicated and helped 
every responder become better 
prepared to save lives. To our 
instructors, thank you for your 
professionalism, patience, and 
the countless hours you invested 
before, during, and after each 
day of training. Your dedication 
made this program a tremendous 

success. To my fellow sheriffs 
who took time away from their 
own counties to be with us, 
thank you for your friendship, 
support, and commitment to 
law enforcement across *eor-
gia. Your presence meant a great 
deal. A special thank you goes to 
Crisp Regional Hospital and Mr. 
*autney for your partnership 
and unwavering support. We 
are blessed to have a healthcare 
community that understands 
the importance of preparing to-
gether for emergencies. Finally, 
to the citizens of Crisp County, 
thank you for believing in us. 
Training like this is physically 
demanding, mentally exhaust-
ing, and often emotional. It took 
four long days of hard work, but 
every minute was worth it if it 
helps us better protect the people 
we have sworn to serve. We pray 
we never have to use the skills 
we practiced this week. But if 
that day ever comes, our com-
munity can rest a little easier 
Nnowing that your first respond-
ers have trained together, pre-
pared together, and stand ready 
to respond together.”

CCSO Hosts Multi-
Agency Active Shooter 

Response Training 
Exercise
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Contributed

Students who success-
fully completed the Catch 
the Reading Wave Summer 
Reading Program enjoyed 
Jumping castles , Great food 
, Fun games , , activities & 
Special recognition for their 
reading accomplishments
We are incredibly proud of 

our readers for making read-
ing a priority this summer! 
Your hard work deserves to 
be celebrated, and we can’t 
wait to recognize each of you.
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N O26-044
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 
DOOLY
By virtue of a Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Security Deed from Maurice 
L. Cobb, Sr. to WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A., dated June 29, 2021 and recorded 
on July 8, 2021 in Deed Book 635, Page 
25, in the Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Dooly County, Georgia, said Se-
curity Deed having been given to secure a 
Note of even date, in the original principal 
amount of Two Hundred Twenty-Two 
Thousand Two Hundred and 00/100 dol-
lars ($222,200.00) with interest thereon 
as provided therein, as last transferred 
to NewRez LLC dba Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing, recorded in Deed Book 715, 
Page 221, aforesaid records, will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door of 
Dooly County, Georgia, or at such place 
as has or may be lawfully designated as 
an alternative location, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in Au-
gust, 2026, all property described in said 
Security Deed including but not limited to 
the following described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOTS 48 AND 55 OF THE 9TH LAND 
DISTRICT OF DOOLY COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA, BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED 
AS LOT 11, DRAYTON WOODS SUBDI-
VISION, ACCORDING TO A PLAT OF 
SURVEY OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 
4, PAGE 169, AS WELL AS PLAT BOOK 
10, PAGE 226, BOTH, CLERK`S OF-
FICE, DOOLY SUPERIOR COURT. SAID 
PLATS AND THE RECORDED COPIES 
THEREOF ARE INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE FOR ALL PURPOSES.
Said property may more commonly be 
known as 150 Drayton Woods Rd, Vienna, 
GA 31092.
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, non-payment of the monthly 
installments on said loan. The debt re-
maining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full au-
thority to negotiate, amend and modify all 
terms of the loan is Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing, 75 Beattie Place, Greenville, 
SC 29601, 1-800-365-7107.

Said property will be sold on an “as-is” ba-
sis without any representation, warranty 
or recourse against the above-named or 
the undersigned. The sale will also be 
subject to the following items which may 
affect the title: a) zoning ordinances; b) 
matters which would be disclosed by an 
accurate survey or by an inspection of the 
property; c) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes, including taxes, which constitute 
liens upon said property whether or not 
now due and payable; d) special assess-
ments; e) the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority; f) all outstanding bills for 
public utilities which constitute liens upon 
said property; g) all restrictive covenants, 
easements, rights-of-way and any other 
matters of record superior to said Security 
Deed. To the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the owners and 
party in possession of the property are 
Maurice L. Cobb, Sr. and or tenant(s). 
The sale will be conducted subject to 1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy code and 2) 
final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed. NewRez LLC dba Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Maurice L. Cobb, Sr.
Contact: Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old 
Water Oak Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee, 
FL 32312; (850) 422-2520 
26-010610

July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

NO26-045
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

DOOLY COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF BRACK MICHAEL 
COLLIER 
All creditors of the estate of said de-
ceased, late of said county, are notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment to us. 
This 29th day of June, 2026.
Richard C. Daughtry 
7421 Beluche Dr 
Galveston, TX 77551

July 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

NO26-048
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF DOOLY 

COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF FREDDIE JAMES 
FLUELLEN, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 26-0026
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 
NOTICE

TO: All interested parties and to whom it 
may concern:
Tammy Fluellen has petitioned for Tammy 
Fluellen to be appointed administrator(s) 
of the estate of Freddie James Fluellen 
deceased, of said county.  (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before August 17, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Rooney Bowen III
Judge of the Probate Court
By:  Denal Fluellen 
Clerk of the Probate Court
Dooly County Probate Court
104 South Second Street 
Vienna, GA 31092
(229) 268-4217

July 23, 30, August 6, 13, 2026

NO26-042
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

DOOLEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: Shania Adams

Civil Action File No. 26DV-0033
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 

NAME
GEORGIA, Dooly County

Notice is hereby given that Shania 
Adams, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Dooley County, 
Georgia on the 19th day of March, 2026, 
praying for a change in the name of pe-
titioner from Shania Adams to Augustus 
Adams. Notice is hereby given pursuant 
to law to any interested or affected party 
to appear in said Court to file objections 
to such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within the time 
prescribed by law.
This 19th day of March, 2026.
Shania Adams
Petitioner

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

NO26-041

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF FANNIN

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Under and by virtue of the power of 

sale contained with that certain Security 
Deed dated June 24, 2022, from Carol 
Messina to Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as nominee for Home 
Loan Capital, its successors and assigns, 
recorded on July 6, 2022 in Deed Book 
1514 at Page 346 Fannin County, Georgia 
records, having been last sold, assigned, 
transferred and conveyed to Traditional 
Mortgage Acceptance Corporation by As-
signment and said Security Deed having 
been given to secure a note dated June 
24, 2022, in the amount of $479,250.00, 
and said Note being in default, the under-
signed will sell at public outcry during the 
legal hours of sale before the door of the 
courthouse of Fannin County, Georgia, 
on August 4, 2026 the following described 
real property (hereinafter referred to as 
the “Property”):
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE 9TH 
DISTRICT AND 2ND SECTION OF FAN-
NIN COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING A 
PART OF LAND LOT NO. 87, AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
CONTAINING 2.36 ACRES AS SHOWN 
BY THAT CERTAIN PLAT FOR JIMMIE 
O. JONES DATED JUNE 8, 2000 BY 
JOEL JORDAN, G.R.L.S. NO. 2430. 
SAID PLAT RECORDED ON JUNE 16, 
2000 IN PLAT HANGER C-24, PAGE 5, 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE 
SUPERIOR COURT, FANNIN COUNTY, 
GEORGIA. SAID PROPERTY IS CON-
VEYED SUBJECT TO ALL EASEMENTS, 
RESTRICTIONS, AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
AS SET FORTH ON SAID RECORDED 
PLAT OR AS APPEARING OF RECORD. 
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A.  44-2-28, REF-
ERENCE IS HEREBY MADE TO SAID 
RECORDED PLAT FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF INCORPORATING SAME HEREIN 
FOR A MORE COMPLETE METES 
AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY HEREIN CONVEYED.
The debt secured by the Security Deed 
and evidenced by the Note and has been, 
and is hereby, declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, failure to make the payments 
as required by the terms of the Note.  The 
debt remaining is in default and this sale 
will be made for the purposes of paying 
the Security Deed, accrued interest, and 
all expenses of the sale, including attor-
neys’ fees.  Notice of intention to collect at-
torneys’ fees has been given as provided 
by law.  To the best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the person(s) in possession of 
the property is/are Carol Messina.  

The property, being commonly known 
as 230 Kings Farm Rd, Blue Ridge, GA, 
30513 in Fannin County, will be sold as 
the property of Carol Messina, subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes (includ-
ing taxes which are a lien and not yet due 
and payable), any matters affecting title to 
the property which would be disclosed by 
accurate survey and inspection thereof, 
and all assessments, liens, encumbranc-
es, restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record to the Security Deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A.§ 44-14-162.2, the 
name, address and telephone number 
of the individual or entity who shall have 
the full authority to negotiate, amend or 
modify all terms of the above described 
mortgage is as follows: Compu-Link Cor-
poration, d/b/a Celink, 3900 Capital City 
Blvd, Lansing, MI  48906, 866-654-0020 
.  The foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2 shall require 
the secured creditor to negotiate, amend 
or modify the terms of the mortgage 
instrument. 
ATTENTION ALL PROSPECTIVE BID-
DERS: On March 1, 2026, the data col-
lection and reporting requirements under 
the U.S. Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) new Anti-Money 
Laundering Rule (the “Rule”), found at 
89 FR 70258, will go into effect. The Rule 
applies to certain residential real estate 
sale transactions (including nonjudicial 
foreclosures) where the transfer is to a le-
gal entity or trust, and which includes cash 
purchases, private financing or financing 
provided by an institution not subject to a 
federal Anti-Money Laundering or Suspi-
cious Activity Report requirement. As part 
of this Rule, purchasers and sellers are 
required to provide additional information 
and documentation about themselves, 
their legal entities, and/or the source of 
funds used in the reportable transaction. 
The collection of this information and 
documentation is required to comply with 
the Rule’s federal reporting requirements. 
This notice is provided for informational 
purposes only and does not constitute 
legal advice. You are encouraged to 
consult with your own independent legal 
counsel if you have questions about how 
the FinCEN Anti-Money Laundering Rule 
affects your transaction and whether your 
transaction is reportable.
https://www.fincen.gov/rre and https://
www.fincen.gov/rre-faqs
The sale will be conducted subject (1) 
to confirmation that the sale is not pro-
hibited under U.S. Bankruptcy code and 
(2) to final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.  

Albertelli Law

Attorney for Traditional Mortgage Ac-
ceptance Corporation as Attorney in 

Fact for Carol Messina
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 1000

Atlanta, GA  30339
Phone:  (770) 373-4242

THIS FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
 - 26-007517

June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

NO26-047
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
DOOLY COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF NATHANIEL J. 
LEWIS SR. 
All creditors of the estate of said de-
ceased, late of said county, are notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment to us. 
This 6th day of June, 2026. 
Nathaniel J Lewis Jr. 
15065 Copper Turtle Pl 
Prince William, VA 22193 

July 16, 23, 30, August 6, 2026

Catch the Reading Wave Celebration 
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By St. Paul Chapel UMC Pastor Katie Griffis
.
Bring your tissues to church throughout the month 

to help fill the school supply lists of our students 
then Moin us in the shade 6aturday, -uly �� from 
����� a�m������� 1oon at 9ienna 7own 6Tuare for 
the eYent and spread some Moy� :e also loYe part-

nering with the Community to help in many dif-
ferent ways�  7his year we were able to help spon-
sor the .ids in the .itchen eYent that helped the 
children of our community learn how to prepare 
healthy food�  :e are thanNful for our community 
partnerships that help with food insecurities and 
education in new and e[citing ways�

“Bless You” Tissue Drive for the 
Vienna Back To School Bash

By Chiquita Granville
.
2ur Dooly County +igh 6chool 

students recently had the oppor-
tunity to participate in the 6outh 
*eorgia 7echnical College 
�6*7C� 6ummer %ridge 67(0 
Camp, where they Moined ap-
pro[imately �� students from �� 
counties across *eorgia and two 
states� 7hroughout the e[peri-
ence, students e[plored e[citing 
educational and career opportu-
nities in 6cience, 7echnology, 

(ngineering, and 0athemat-
ics �67(0� through engaging, 
hands�on actiYities, collabora-
tion, and e[posure to industry 
pathways� :e are proud of our 
students for taNing adYantage 
of this incredible opportunity 
to e[pand their Nnowledge, de-
Yelop new sNills, and prepare 
for future success� 7hanN you to 
6*7C and Chattahoochee�Flint 
5(6$ for inYesting in the ne[t 
generation of innoYators�

DCHS Students Explore STEM Opportunities 
at SGTC

By Dr. Hollie Walters
3lease Moin us in congratulating Chanin 

+amilton on his appointment as $thletic 
Director and 0arcus %ryant, 6r� on his 
appointment as $ssistant $thletic Director 
for Dooly County 6chools� 7ogether, these 
outstanding leaders bring dedication, 
integrity, and a deep commitment to our 
student�athletes, coaches, and community� 
7heir passion for e[cellence and Yision for 
the future will continue to strengthen the 

proud tradition of %obcat $thletics while 
inspiring the ne[t generation of champions, 
both on the field and in the classroom� :e 
are e[cited to see the impact they will maNe 
as they lead our athletic programs with 
purpose, teamworN, and pride� 3lease Moin 
us in welcoming and congratulating $thletic 
Director Chanin +amilton and $ssistant 
$thletic Director 0arcus %ryant, 6r� as they 
begin this new Mourney�

DCSS Athletics Entering 
Exciting New Chapter
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