The Houston Home Joenal

Houston County’s most trusted news source since 1870 « EDIMGIAFAD

$1.00 « Volume 156, No. 59

hhjonline.com

Weekend, July 11, 2026

Summer heatis on!

Sheriff’s Office urges drivers to slow down in heightened enforcement next week

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

Expect increased traffic enforcement next week as the
summer heat continues.

From July 13-18, the Houston County Sheriff’s Office
is participating in Operation Southern Slow Down, a
regional campaign in conjunction with the Governor’s
Office of Highway Safety.

Drivers can expect heightened speeding enforcement
throughout the county, the sheriff’s office said on social
media.

According to GDOT data, Houston County has seen 63
fatal crashes from 2021 to 2025, 12 linked to excessive
speed.

In the same time period, crashes led to just over 8,200
injuries, 563 linked to excessive speed.

On Facebook, the sheriff’s office urged everyone to
“slow down, buckle up, eliminate distractions, and keep
our roads safe.”
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Jack in the Box set to
open in Perry this fall

Middle Georgia.
Jack in the Box offers a
wide variety of typical foods

See JACK page 24

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ coast fast-food chain Jack

HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

PERRY — Popular west

in the Box is set to open
in Perry within months,

marking its first location in
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Jack in the Box is anticipated to open in September at 262 Perry Parkway in Perry.

Interfor is located at 903 Jernigan Street.

Interfor’s log trucks, dust output, discussed
at most recent Perry city council meeting

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

PERRY — City leaders
had an off-agenda discus-
sion on complaints over log-
ging trucks and dust pol-
lution from a local sawmill
during Perry’s city council
meeting on Tuesday, July

7. City Manager Robert
Smith said that the city
and Interfor are currently
making a list of alterna-
tive roads. The Perry Police
Department will enforce
that list.

At the end of the pre-coun-
cil meeting, Smith said the
city has gotten complaints
from both public works

Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

employees and residents
regarding fugitive dust at
Interfor, a lumber company
on Jernigan Street near the
Moody and Associates Law
Office.

According to the
Environmental Protection
Agency, fugitive dust is a

See PERRY page 34
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Houston County Board of Education approved to increase prices at Tuesday’s meeting,

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

HOUSTON COUNTY
— School breakfasts and
lunches for nine schools in
the Houston County School
District will get a little
bit more expensive in the
upcoming school year.

Mossy Creek Middle,
Bonaire Elementary,
Bonaire Middle School,
Bonaire Primary, Houston
County High School, Kings
Chapel Elementary, Matt
Arthur Primary, Matt
Arthur Elementary and
Veterans High School are
set to see increased meal
prices after a Board of
Education vote to approve
the price increase at their
July 7 meeting.

The agenda said the dis-
trict is required to set stu-
dent meal prices in accor-
dance with federal require-
ments under the Healthy

Nine schools in Houston County do not qualify for free meals

2010.

Student breakfast prices
will increase from $2 to
$2.25. Elementary school
lunch will increase from
$2.75 to $3.25. Middle
and high school lunch will
increase from $3 to $3.25.

Adult and visitor break-
fast and lunch prices will
increase to $3 and $6,
respectively.

But at several schools
across the county, every
student eats for free.
Thirty-one of the coun-
ty’s 40 schools qualify for
the Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP).

According to the United
States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), CEP is
a federal free-meal service
option for schools in low-in-
come areas. Schools qualify
based on the percentage of
students who participate
in other programs such as
SNAP or Medicaid.

affecting nine schools that don’t qualify for universal free meals. Hunger-Free Kids Act of See MEALS page 34
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County Commissioners recognize America’s 250th, Daughters of the American Revolution

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

PERRY — During the July
7 board meeting, Houston
County Commissioners
signed a proclamation to
celebrate the United States’
250th anniversary and the
local chapters of the National
Daughters of the American
Revolution.

In the proclamation,
Houston County, General
Daniel Stewart and Sukey
Hart chapters of the NSDAR
join to celebrate the United
States’ history and diversity.
It also acknowledges the men
and women who achieved
independence 250 years
ago. The proclamation cele-
brates American values and
the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence.

Second Vice Regent of
the General Daniel Stewart
Chapter, Beth McLaughlin
(third from right), said the
DAR is thankful for the ded-
ication. Regent of the Sukey
Heart Chapter, Cynthia Davis
(fourth from right), thanked
the county for its commitment
to preserving history and said
the DAR will continue to cele-
brate 250 years of the United
States of America.

Owen Jones/HHJ

Real estate broker ordered to pay $1 million
in restitution to Georgia homeowners

By TY TAGAMI
Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA A real
estate company that gave
homeowners money in
exchange for a pledge to
use its services when they
sold their homes decades
later has been ordered to
pay $1 million to hun-
dreds of Georgians.

MV Realty also was
barred from doing busi-
ness in Georgia, state
Attorney General Chris
Carr announced Monday.

The Florida-based
real estate brokerage
enrolled more than 3,300
Georgians, nearly a third
of them 60 and older, in
a Homeowner Benefit
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Agreement.
Marketed as a free cash
program, participants

were given small sums
if they agreed to use MV
Realty's services. Carr's
office said in a state-
ment that the homeown-
ers did not realize they
were entering a 40-year
agreement that would
cost them at least 3% of
their home value if they
sold without using MV
Realty as their agent.
The charge also applied
to property transfers and
foreclosures.

“MV Realty took advan-
tage of Georgia home-
owners who were already
struggling — scamming
them out of their equity
and putting their life sav-

ings at risk,” Carr said
in the statement, calling

the company's actions
"unconscionable."
Morethan 400 Georgians

paid MV Realty's early
termination fee, a fee that
Carr said was unlawful.

Carr's office obtained
a court order prohibiting
MV Realty from doing
business in Georgia and
requiring the company to
pay $1 million in restitu-
tion for homeowners.

The company also
was ordered to termi-
nate all Memorandums
of Homeowner Benefit
Agreement in Georgia,
which acted like a "cloud"
or a lien on property
records, interfering with
sales, refinancings and

reverse mortgages.

The judgment stems
from a 2024 lawsuit by
Carr's office.

Affected homeowners
will receive restitution
through Carr's office.
Anyone entitled to relief
who has not received
money can contact Carr's
Consumer Protection
Division online at con-
sumer.ga.gov or by calling
404-651-8600.

This article
able through a partner-
ship with Capitol Beat
News Service, a proj-
ect of the Georgia Press
Association's nonprofit,
tax-exempt Educational
Foundation.
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found in America, includ-
ing burgers, chicken ten-
ders, tacos, and milk-
shakes. They also offer
breakfast. According to
their website, they have
breakfast combos, includ-
ing a jumbo breakfast
platter and a meat lovers
breakfast burrito combo
starting at $13. They also
have an all-day breakfast
menu featuring favorites
like hash browns, French
toast sticks and break-
fast sandwiches.

For lunch, their “What’s
New!” offers unique twists
like the Chick-N-Tater
Melt combo for $10 and a
Dr. Pepper Strawberries

and Cream shake for $6.

The Perry location
isn’t the only one open-
ing soon. A Milledgeville
location is set to open
in August. Hinesville is
currently the only open
location in Georgia.

Jack in the Box is head-
quartered in San Diego,
California, but has since
expanded throughout the
country with over 2,100
locations in 22 states. It
is a publicly-traded com-
pany with mostly institu-
tional ownership, includ-
ing financial investment
management company
BlackRock, which owns
7%, according to Fintel.

Jack in the Box Perry is
anticipated to open this
September at 262 Perry
Parkway.
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Book Bag Giveaway

July 11| 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
205 Second Street, Elko

Shiloh Baptist Church
at 205 Second Street,
Elko, Georgia Sponsors
an Annual Book Bag
Giveaway - It's that time
again.

Saturday, July 11th
from 10:00 a.m. until 1
p.m.

All are welcome. Join
us for fun and games.

We look forward to
seeing you.

Middle Flint Board
Meeting

July 16 | 4:30 p.m.
Virtual

The Middle Flint Health
and Wellness Community
Service Board meeting
will be held virtually.

The meeting is open to
the public with link and
agenda available upon
request. For more infor-
mation, contact Elaina
Ethridge at (229) 815-

5113.

Blood Drive and
Giveaway

July 13-17
2980 Watson Boulevard,
Centerville

Shepeard Community
Blood Center invites the
community to make a
difference, with a little
spending money. The
center will host a blood
drive at Galleria Mall.
Donors will recieive a
$50 Kroger, Walmart or
Amazon gift card, which
can be used for anything
you need in the back to
school season.

To sign up, visit donor.
shepeardblood.org/
donor/schedules/zip,
type 31028 in the “zip
code” field, set your

desired date in the “start
date” field, and click
“search” to select the
Galleria Mall and set an
appointment time.

Statewide Bible
Reading

July 14| 7 a.m.
201 North Perry Parkway,
Perry

Join us for the 8th annu-
al "7/14 Georgia Statewide
Bible Reading” on July 14.

All 159 counties in Georgia
will have volunteers read an
assigned portion of Scripture
beginning simultaneously at
7:14 a.m., resulting in the
entire Bible being read and
released over the state.

The name is taken from
Il Chronicles 7:14. "If My
people who are called by My
name humble themselves
and pray, and seek My face
and turn from their wicked
ways, then | will hear from
heaven and will forgive their
sin and will heal their land."

This public reading of the
entire Word of God is held
each July 14 at the County
Courthouse in the city of the
County Seat of Government.
Residents are encouraged
to attend and volunteer to
read a portion of Scripture.
All ages welcome.

Freedom 250 Art
Exhibit

July 17| 6 - 8 p.m.
736 Carroll Street, Unit 9,
Perry

Summer is here, and
we'd love for you to cel-
ebrate with us at the
Village Louvre!

Join us for Freedom
250, a special patriot-
ic art exhibit filled with
inspiring artwork that
captures the beau-
ty, history, and spirit of
America. Come spend an
evening surrounded by
great art, good company,
and summer hospitality.
Enjoy light refreshments,

meet fellow art lovers,
and be among the first
to view our newest col-
lection.

Bring a friend, browse
the collection, and cel-
ebrate the season with
us. Whether you're look-
ing for the perfect piece
for your home or simply
want to enjoy a fun eve-
ning at the gallery, we'd
love to see you!

Family & Friends
Day

July 19| 10 a.m.
205 Second Street, Elko

Shiloh Baptist Church
at 205 Second Street in
Elko, Georgia

Invites one and all to
come worship with us
on our Annual Family &
Friends Day on

Sunday, July 19th at
10:00 a.m.

Speaker for the occa-
sion is Rev. James
Thigpen, Pastor of
Christian Hope Baptist
Church in Hawkinsville,
Georgia.

Praise in the Park

August 1| 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
471 Elberta Road, Warner
Robins

The Assembly invites
the community to Alex
Ferguson Memorial Park
for a time of fun activities
just in time for back to
school.

The event will feature
worship, free food, free
school supplies & book
bags, free hair cuts for
children under 18 and
free giveaways, prizes
and drawings.

Bring your lawn chairs
and join us for a great
time of fellowship in the
park!

For more information,
contact Outreach Pastor
Henry Edmonson at
(478) 953-0320 or hed-
monson@theassembly-
ga.org.

MEALS

From page 14

Assistant Superintendent
Dana Wiggins said in an
interview that these nine
schools have a lower per-
centage of students who

qualify  for
assistance.
Wiggins said families at
these schools may still qual-
ify for the district’s free and
reduced-price lunch pro-
gram based on income. The
school district’s nutrition
program is willing to work

government

one-on-one with families
who need assistance sub-
mitting an application.

The application can
be found here: www.
nlappscloud.com/Welcome.
aspx?api=709f07b66c11d-
€26442ff85203ac875¢

PERRY

From page 14

particulate matter that
enters the air without
passing through a stack
or duct designed to control
its flow.

Fugitive dust has been
linked to respiratory
issues, like aggravated
asthma, chronic bronchi-
tis, emphysema and chron-
ic obstructive pulmonary
disease.

Smith said he and
Assistant City Manager
Mitchell Worthington met
with Interfor’s plant and
operations managers and
they are aware of the dust
issue.

According to Smith,
Interfor operates under
an EPA air quality permit
that specifies the amount
of dust the plant can emit.
Interfor claimed they are
within the limits allowed
by their permit. The com-
pany agreed to increase
dust reduction measures.

“They are aware of the
dust issue and they're
going to be working to
ramp up a watering sit-
uation throughout the
summer and dry months
to hopefully cut down on
some of that,” Smith said
during the meeting. “They
were very agreeable with
working with us on that to
make sure dust is not an
issue for the surrounding
properties.”

Log trucks were also dis-
cussed during the meeting.
According to Smith, there
has been an increase in
log trucks driving through
city streets recently such
as Second Street and
Northside Drive.

Multiple residents spoke
up during the meeting
about what they describe
as an Increase in traffic
and log trucks. One was
Jim Lay, who said he real-
izes Interfor is an import-
ant part of the community,
but he said he’s noticed
more traffic on Ball Street
and specifically mentioned
speeding.

In January 2024, a log
truck tipped over when the
trailer attempted to make
a left turn at the intersec-
tion of Swift Street and
Macon Road, according to
past HHJ coverage.

Smith told Lay they are
aware of an increase in
traffic on roadways that
are not suitable for the
volume.

“We think it’s a public
safety issue. We're also
concerned about the wear
and tear on the roads. Road
paving has gotten very
expensive so we want to do
whatever we can to reduce
impacts on our roadways,”
Smith said.

He said city staff have
discussed how to miti-
gate the issue, particular-
ly trucks driving on side
streets not suitable for
heavy traffic.

“We would anticipate
coming back to you all
sometime soon with some
recommendations on how
to possibly restrict truck
traffic on roads where
trucks shouldn’t be travel-
ing and putting into place
a general structure that
would, hopefully, divert
truck traffic through more
primary [roads] like Main
Street, [Perry] Parkway
[and] Ball Street,” he said.

Interfor has been part of

the community for years.
According to their website,
the 128-acre log mill was
acquired in March 2014
from Tolleson Ilim, a for-
mer lumber company.

Interfor is one of the
largest forest products
companies in the world,
with locations across the
country. Recent capi-
tal projects, such as dry
kilns and other debottle-
necking equipment, have
enabled the Perry sawmill
to increase production and
run at full capacity.

Smith explained that the
traffic volume entering the
Interfor mill comes from
the north side of the city.
Due to interstate weight
restrictions, they can only
travel on Highways 41 and
341. This causes traffic on
Perry Parkway.

The city hopes to mit-
igate that. Smith said
they want to direct traffic
around the Perry Parkway
and Highway 341 inter-
section and bring them
onto Main Street and Ball
Street. They will also post
signage to direct traffic.

The Houston Home
Journal made multiple
attempts to reach Interfor
for comment, but did not
receive a response before
deadline.

Mayor and council will
hold their next pre-council
meeting at 5 p.m. and the
regular council meeting at
6 p.m. on July 21. Everyone
is invited to attend, and
the agenda is available on
the city’s website before
meetings. Both meetings
are also livestreamed on
YouTube.

OBITUARIES

Tom Padget

Thomas Roger Padget
was born on May 17, 1954,
in Rochester, New York,
to the late William and
Helen Padget. He grew up
with his brothers, Chris,
Leo, Max, and the late
Carl Padget.

Tom attended Troy
State University, where
he majored in Music
Education, played the
trombone, and met the
love of his life, Vicki. They
were married in 1978 and
built a life centered on
faith, family, music, and
serving others.

More than anything,
Tom loved Jesus with all
his heart. His life reflect-
ed Christ’s love through
the way he cared for oth-
ers, gave generously, and
always made an effort
to make people laugh.
Whether he was in a class-
room, a band room, a liv-
ing room, or even a hospi-
tal room, Tom had a way
of bringing joy wherever
he went. He loved people
well and was always ready
with a joke—even if it left
you scratching your head.

Tom was a devoted hus-
band to Vicki, a loving
father to Ami, Pam, and
Katherine. He loved and
adored his children and
grandchildren and was
endlessly proud of them,
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and never stopped encour-

aging them.
He was the proud
grandfather of Martin,

Grace, Abigail, Christian
Dietrich, Hannah Warren,
C.J., Xander, Rachyl and
Conner Byers, and in 2025
he became a great-grand-
father to Waylon Quick.

Music was woven
throughout Tom’s life,
and Christmas was his
favorite time of the year.
Beginning in 2004, he
found great joy in dressing
as Santa Claus, sharing
laughter, making mem-
ories with children and
families, and reminding
others of the joy of the
season.

Tom 1is survived by his
beloved wife, Vicki; his
children, Ami Warren
(Jeff), Pam Byers, and
Katherine (Chad) Dietrich;
his grandchildren, Grace,

Martin, Abigail, Christian
Dietrich, Hannah Warren,

C.J., Xander, Rachel,
and Conner Byers; his
great-grandson, Waylon

Quick; his brothers, Chris
Padget, Leo Padget, and

Max Padget; and many
cherished nieces and
nephews.

The family would like
to express their heart-
felt gratitude to Pastor
Jerry and their church
family at Calvary Chapel
Heartland, as well as to
Dr and Mrs Avery, Susie
Sample and Tom’s lifelong
friends from Troy State
University for the love,
prayers, and support they
have shown throughout
the years.

Tom’s greatest legacy
was not found in the many
things he did, but in the
way he loved. His faith
in Jesus, his unwavering
love for his family, his
generous heart, and the
joy he brought to others
will continue to live on in
everyone who was blessed
to know him.

Tom’s memorial service
will be held on July 11th,
at 1pm at Calvary Chapel
Heartland., 11029 Miami
Valley Rd, Fort Valley, GA
31030.

Tom was the most won-
derful Santa. In honor of
him, please dress in your
favorite Christmas attire.

Community Calendar

Email your information to:
brieanna@hhjonline.com
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The Houston Home Journal is published for the citizens of Houston and
surrounding counties by a division of The Georgia Trust for Local News.
Our goal is to produce quality, profitable, community-oriented
newspapers that you, our readers, are proud of. We will reach that goal
though hard work, teamwork, loyalty and a strong dedication towards
printing the truth.

The Houston Home Journal is a periodical, mailed (ISSN 471) in Perry
and is published Wednesday and Saturday by Houston Home Journal
P.O. Box 1910, Perry, GA 31069; 478-987-1823
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Share Your Viewpoint

There are three ways to submit a Letter to the Editor: Email it to
brieanna@hhjonline.com, mail it to Houston Home Journal at 1210
Washington St., Perry, GA 31069, or drop it off at the same location
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and telephone number (the last two not to be
printed). The newspaper reserves the right to edit or reject letters for
reasons of grammar, punctuation, taste and brevity.

P.O. Box 1910
1210 Washington Street, Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1823

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

There has been much fanfare and anticipation among
Americans for the celebration of the 250th year of our
existence as a republic, since our birth as a nation on July
4, 1776. Over the last few months, I have read and re-read
various transcripts of the Declaration of Independence.

As I read, I thought: what brilliance, what introspection,
what vision the founding fathers displayed as they signed
the Declaration 250 years ago. This uniquely life-changing
document was unparalleled in its effect on the patriots
then and us now.

As I continued to read and mentally absorb the contents
of this magnificent document, I began to take a great
pause. What does it mean to me, a citizen of this great
country? What should it mean for did that document mean
that I, a Black man, was also endowed by my creator with
specific unalienable rights and that among those rights
are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? What does it
mean, some 250 years later, to me, a Black man in Houston
County, Georgia?

I still acknowledge the bravery and vision of the found-
ing fathers and their commitment to “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, but I, some 250 years later, sharply
criticize our own Board of Commissioners for denying those
same principles to Blacks in Houston County in 2026. 250
years later, we Blacks in Houston County are taxed with-
out representation, as we are consistently shown that we
are not wanted on this Board.

We can vote, but gaining access to positions on the Board
is greatly diminished due to the at-large voting scheme
used by the county, as it routinely dilutes the voting power
of Blacks, as we vote for the candidate of our choice at every
election cycle. 250 years later, great hypocrisy abounds on
this Board of Commissioners while they bask in the light of
real freedom. How long must we wait for justice? How long
must I, an 80-year-old man, wait for justice?

A famous man once said, “The arc of the moral universe
is long, but it bends towards justice.” I would like to offer
that it doesn’t bend by itself. It will take the collective
effort of Houston County citizens of goodwill, who know
there are many, to change the minds of these commission-
ers whose political paradigms are mired in a philosophy
not unlike that of the old slave-holding state of Georgia. I
wonder if the citizens of this great county know that this
Board is keeping 33% of its citizens from gaining the life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as championed by the
Declaration of Independence.

I am asking all citizens of goodwill in Houston County
to work with me to find ways to rally the collective moral
conscience of our Board of Commissioners. I do not believe
all Houston Countians condone this oppressive position
that is held by this Board.

Are petitions the way to go to get their attention? How do
we get a measure that allows all citizens to vote on whether
a district could be drawn that would enhance the chances
of a Black person gaining a seat on the Board? Do the leg-
islators have a say in this?

Warner Robins has a Black mayor and city council mem-
bers; Centerville has a Black mayor and a city council
member; Perry has Black representation on its council, but
where is the Houston County Board of Commissioners?
They are mired in antiquity! Please help me to finally bend
that moral arc toward justice in Houston County.

Sincerely,
Houston Porter

Keeping things free

or reasons that only
Fa psychologist could
understand, I have
created a song this week.
It’s about social com-
mentary, where keyboard
warriors hide behind ano-
nymity to tell us how gov-
ernment should be run.
It’s pointless arguing with
them, but I can write a
song, my first ever. So
here are the lyrics and if
you want to hear the song,
it’s on my website at kel-
lyrburke.com.
“Keeping Things Free”
We're George and Tom,
John and Ben, We've
come to pay a visit again!
Keep your freedom, Keep
it strong... Or somebody
else, will sing your song!
We gave you freedom,
now here’s the trick— You
gotta use it... Without act-

ing thick!
Talk it out! Shake a
hand! Freedom grows,

across the land!

You don’t like vape
shops? That’s okay. Make
your case— Have your say.

But don’t let govern-
ment draw every line,
cause someday your land,
may be next in line!

We're George and Tom,
John and Ben, We've
come to pay a visit again!
Keep your freedom, Keep
it strong... Or somebody
else, will sing your song!

Car wash here, Car
wash there, Seems like car
washes everywhere!

But if they're busy all
day and night, maybe the
market got it right.

Nail salons? You've had
enough? Sometimes prog-
ress, can look kinda rough.

But if they're legal,
paying their taxes, don’t
condemn, the whole darn
pack!

We're George and Tom,
John and Ben, We've
come to pay a visit again!
Keep your freedom, Keep
it strong... Or somebody
else, will sing your song!

Dollar Generals on every
street? Well... folks still
shop, where prices are
cheap!

You don’t have to like
the view, but somebody’s
shopping... It just ain’t
you!

We're George and Tom,
John and Ben, We've

KELLY BURKE

come to pay a visit again!
Keep your freedom, Keep
it strong... Or somebody
else, will sing your song!

You love free speech?
Well, so do we! It’s
Amendment Number One,
you see.

But sign your name like
we all did. Only wimps
throw rocks, and then stay
hid!

You want more woods,
birds, and bees. Everybody
loves pretty trees.

But if green space makes
your day, maybe every-
body ought to chip in and
pay!

You don’t like data cen-

"...50 I went to Barb Dwyer's Visitation...

ters’ glow... Funny place,
to tell us so!

You posted online,
clicked “Send” with
pride... Guess where that
message, had to reside.

Argue loudly! Argue fair!
Listen, too, While you're
there.

Neighbor first— Before
the fight. You just might,
get something right.

We gave you a Republic
to keep, Freedom yours—
But it ain’t cheap!

So shake a hand, Don’t
slam the door. That’s what
neighbors are for!

Ben (spoken): “And
remember... King George

e

That's When Funeral Director Justin Case
Reminded Me That It's Against Georgia Law
To 'Swear’ In Front Of A Corpse...

So I Cut The Eulogy Short.."

=

is always looking for a
sequel.”

Keep your freedom, Keep
it strong... Or somebody
else, will sing your song!

Kelly Burke was born in
Knoxville where he spent
fol-
lowed by high school years

his younger years,

in Atlanta where he grad-
uated from Georgia Tech,
and Mercer Law School.
He has been in private
practice, a magistrate
judge, and an elected dis-
trict attorney. He writes
about the law, politics,
music, and Ireland. He and
his wife enjoy gardening,
playing with their Lagotto
Ramanolo named George
Harrison, and spending
time with their grandchil-
dren. To see this column
or Kelly’s archives, visit
www.kellyrburke.com.
You can email Kelly at

dakellyburke@gmail.com.
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Game night: A tale of treachery and pride

onopoly i1s wide-
ly recognized as
the world’s most

popular board game.
Conservative estimates
say that 500 million peo-
ple enjoy this tabletop
pastime. Who knows how
many families have been
ruined and friendships
destroyed with a piece
landing on Boardwalk
space adorned with a
hotel.

A standard game of
Monopoly typically lasts
one to three hours, accord-
ing to the rule book. One
documented game howev-
er, lasted about 70 days
and was certainly played
by people who devoutly
loved each other or severe-
ly wished to see the other
die an agonizing death.
Nothing, and I mean noth-
ing, should ever last that
many days.

This innocent game of
property investment and
driving your competition
to the poor house has a
long, twisted back story.
It began as anti-capital-
ist propaganda, a way to
promote wealth redistri-
bution and oppose land
owning monopolies. That

KYLE DOMINY

was in 1908, and people
quickly realized that a
game that nobody wins is
not a game at all. And why
wouldn’t you want to be a
land tycoon?

So, about a quarter of
a century later, another
person, who clearly had
a better sense of humor
and drive to make money,
changed the rules of
the game to glorify the
very thing it was creat-
ed to destroy. The Parker
Brothers company bought
the concept, and the rest,
as they say, is history.
Now there are several
variations of Monopoly,
even one that glorifies the
cheating that many play-
ers are prone to do any-
way, all with the same
goal of bankrupting your
opponents.

Somewhere along the
way, the notion of a fam-
ily game night was tout-
ed as a way for parents
and children to connect
with each other, probably
by board game companies
seeking to gain more mar-
ket share in an entertain-
ment/leisure industry that
embraces all things elec-
tronic.

Regular events of fami-
lies gathering around the
table to enjoy a game sup-
posedly has great benefits.
It boosts cognitive devel-
opment, relieves stress
and creates familial bonds
and routines that last a
lifetime.

I love a good tabletop
game, board, card or oth-
erwise. I've spent count-
less hours over the years
whiling away the hours

with a game, some of
which become very com-
petitive and even divulged
into arguments (Note: If
you are related to a college
professor, never agree to
a game of Trivial Pursuit,
unless you like feeling
stupid). However, I'm sad
to report that I seldom
get up from a family game
night happy to have held
a family game night. The
depravity of man comes
on full display when my
children roll the dice.
The desire to win, at any
cost, prevails over all the
manners and sensibilities
I have instilled over the
years. We can’t get a game
of checkers in, let alone a
round of Monopoly.

I blame myself. T don’t
go easy on my offspring.
What better way to teach
the harshness of life than
by kicking their butts at a
board game? Yes, I charge
full rent when they land
on my hotel-developed
Boardwalk square.

The game 1is called
“Monopoly,” not “be nice
to your free-loading chil-
dren.”

We should probably take
up family walks.
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450 silent years from
Malachi to Matthew

he time span
I between the last
Old Testament book
of Malachi (circa 400
B.C.) and the first New
Testament book of Mathew
(circa 70 A.D.) spans more
than four centuries. This
interval 1s called the
“Inter-Testament” period.
More specifically, from the
time the prophet Malachi
predicted the coming of
Elijah  (forerunner of
Jewish Messiah) until the
appearance of John the
Baptist (personification of
Elijah) was approximately
450 years. Since God did
not speak to mankind (via
scripture) during these
450 years, they are called
the “Silent Years.”

Although God was silent
during this interval, He
was active in orches-
trating world history, as
prophesied by Daniel: God
revealed to Daniel in a
dream that the Babylonian
empire would fall to the
Meds and Persians. And it
did in 538 B.C.

Soon thereafter, King
Cyrus of Persia, allowed
the Jews in Babylonian
captivity to return home
and rebuild their nation:
Zerubbabel oversaw con-
struction of a new temple
in 515 B.C. and Nehemiah
spearheaded the rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem’s walls in
444 B.C.

Next it was revealed to
Daniel that the Persian
Empire would fall to the
Greeks, which it did in
331 B.C., when Alexander
the Great conquered the
known world.

Finally, the Grecian
empire, as i1t was told
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by Daniel, would fall to
Rome and it did in 63
B.C. During the silent
years, the Jewish people
suffered through centuries
of subjugation by foreign
powers and longed for the
promised Messiah. Yet,
all the while (during silent
years), God was planning
to unveil the most momen-
tous event in world histo-
ry: “For in the fullness of
time, God sent his son.”

In Jesus’ day, the 39
books of the Old Testament
were accepted as scrip-
ture; however, during the
450 silent years (prior
to Jesus), 18 additional
sacred books were writ-
ten. Collectively, they
are called the Apocrypha,
meaning “deuterocanoni-
cal” or secondary scrip-
ture.

These books are Tobit,
Judith, Wisdom of
Solomon, Baruch, Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus), Letter of
Jeremiah (Baruch, chapter
6), Esther additions (107
verse expansion), Prayer
of Azariah and Song of
Three Jews (Daniel 3:24-
90), Susannah (Daniel
13), Bel and the Dragon
(Daniel 14), Maccabees
1-2, the Prayer of
Manasseh, Esdras (Ezra)
1 & 2, Maccabees 3-4, and

Psalm 151.

Twelve of these books
(first 12 listed) were
deemed inspirational

by the Roman Catholic
Church and are placed
in its Bible between the
Old and New Testaments.
Protestants rejected the
Apocrypha as divine scrip-
ture. So did the Jewish
people.

To sum it up, God spoke
to the Hebrew people from
the time of Abraham in
2000 B.C. until the last
Jewish prophet, Malachi,
around 400 B.C., his dia-
logues and interactions
recorded in the 39 books
of the Old Testament.

After Malachi came the
450 silent years. Then,
between 50 and 100 A.D.,
the 27 books of New
Testament were written.
Therefore, since the first
century A.D., God hasn’t
spoken to mankind via
the scriptures; however,
according to Hebrews 1:1-
2, the advent of Christ
brought a new channel of
communication between
God and man, namely:
“In the past God spoke to
our ancestors through the
prophets at many times
and in various ways, but
in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son.”

Love is a battlefield, a full circle anniversary

orty-eight years.
That’s how long my
wife and I have been

married as of July 7.

Forty-eight long, long, long

. “Wait,” conscious says.
“She’s liable to read this.” ...
I mean “48 short and glori-
ous years and I can’t wait for
48 more.”

I hate anniversaries.
Worse than birthdays.
Worse than Father’s Day,
Mother’s Day, Valentine’s
Day ... It’s not the celebra-
tion. That’s something to be
proud about. It’s the gifts.
I am the absolute worst
romantic.

Case in point. This week-
end we are celebrating our
anniversary in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. That is the same
place we went to for our hon-
eymoon. Only... we spent
our free time driving/walk-
ing through Chickamauga
Battlefield and learning
about the pivotal Civil
War battles in 1863 and
Missionary Ridge. (Now you
know the meaning behind
my headline.)

To this day I have no clue
why. What was I thinking?
Why that location? Why bat-
tlefields when neither one
of us was — is - a history
buff? (Maybe because they
were free and I was a gro-
cery store stocker making
pennies?) Why? Why? Why?
And now we're here again
and I'm expected to this time
make it romantic.

“Come here honey. Give us
a little kiss!” (While stand-
ing on the grave of James
Andrews, a Kentucky civil-
ian who led the “Great
Locomotive Chase” behind
Confederate lines in 1862.)

“Hey baby. I still only have
eyes for you!” (While stand-
ing on the grave of Private
Oliver Protsman, a Civil
War soldier who had a bul-
let pass so close to his face it
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created a vacuum effect and
sucked out his eye.)

“'m all yours!” (While
standing on the grave of
Lewis Martin who lost his
right arm and leg in a mine
explosion.) (Yes, that was
tawdry and trashy, even for
me.)

Back to gifts.

They say you can never go
wrong with flowers. “They,”
I presume, are the people
who've never been married
and have never given flow-
ers year after year after year

Amazon recommends I
give her a coffee cup that
reads: “Annoying each other
for 48 years” or a candle
that reads: “Holy ___ ! We're
still married. I mean, happy
anniversary.” (I kind of like
the coffee cup.)

Uncommon goods rec-
ommends I give her a
“Anniversary Journal”. (Are
they crazy! I'm trying my
best to get her to forget
about half the things I do
wrong and they want her
to write them all down in a
journal, so she’ll remember
forever!)

Etsy recommends a silver
spoon (if I ever make it to
50, at least I know what
precious metal it’s got to be
made of) etched with: “To a
lifetime of ice cream togeth-

er.” (Hello. She’s lactose
intolerant!)
The Knot recommends

matching underwear. (We
have matching pajamas.)

Openmityromance recom-
mends custom bobbleheads
of each of us. (My head bob-
bles naturally when she hits
me with a frying pan.)

Recommendation after
recommendation after rec-
ommendation. But what do
you get a woman who knows
you would, and for the most
part could, buy her anything
she wants and yet she 1is
just not into material pos-
sessions?

What do you get a woman
who has loved you — and you
know “you” and you know
how hard it is to love “you” -
for 48 years (plus two in high
school, so we are actually at
50)? A woman who has made
thousands and thousands of
sacrifices for you. Given up
dreams for you. Given up
hopes for you. Been tolerant
of you when you've acted
like a child when the Braves
don’t win (which as you
know has been a lot lately).
Who has always been there,
through the thick and thin,
through the good times and
the bad times.

A woman who has given
you four beautiful children.
Children she made sure
were raised right!

I mean. A Godly woman! A
woman of courage! A woman
of perseverance! A woman of
strength! Loyalty!

What do you give her?
Don’t ask me. Aside from
my true love and admiration
and sense of awe, I fall short
every year.

The shimmering story
of shiny Carnival glass

arnival glass, with
its captivating iri-
descent shimmer,

wasn't always a prized pos-
session. Initially dubbed
"poor man's Tiffany,"
this pressed glass was
mass-produced 1in the
early 20th century, often
given as carnival prizes.
However, its affordabili-
ty and ability to brighten
homes quickly made it a
household staple.

Born from Fenton Art
Glass Company's "Iridill"
line in 1908, carnival
glass mimicked the luxu-
rious look of blown irides-
cent glass, but at a frac-
tion of the cost. Metallic
salts applied during pro-
duction created its signa-
ture sheen. While popu-
lar in the 1920s, produc-
tion waned in the 1930s,
though it has seen occa-
sional resurgences.

The glass came in a rain-
bow of colors, with "mari-
gold," a vibrant orange-
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gold, being the most com-
mon. Collectors prize
rarer hues and variations,
like those with a moon-
stone or milk glass base.
Beyond color, the shapes
and patterns of carni-
val glass are incredibly
diverse, ranging from sim-
ple bowls to elaborate fig-
ural pieces. Manufacturers
like Fenton, Northwood,
and Imperial churned out
countless designs, leading
to flerce competition and
a vast array of patterns.
Even international com-
panies like Crown Crystal
(Australia) and Sowerby

(England) contributed
unique designs.

Today, carnival glass is
a sought-after collectible.
While common pieces can
be found in antique stores
and online marketplaces,
rare examples can fetch
impressive prices.

Identifying these shim-
mering treasures can be
tricky, as many pieces lack
maker's marks. Collectors
often rely on pattern
matching, color analysis,
and other clues to uncover
the history behind each
piece of this captivating
glass. Happy Collecting!

How my daily stroll helps me

y relationship with
the outdoors has
always been com-

plicated.

I have always been a
girl who happens to have
indoor hobbies. I like read-
ing, writing and drawing,
things that are great to do
on a computer or in a note-
book while you're comfort-
able inside. I wasn’t a fan of
either the unbearable heat
or the chilling cold, and I
certainly didn’t want to be
anywhere near insects.

But when I was younger,
I loved going to the play-
ground, riding a scooter or
swimming in the pool. It
wasn’t like I was afraid of
going outside, it just didn’t
suit my hobbies most of the
time.

There was only one small
problem with that. I defi-
nitely still needed exercise.
I would often be encouraged
to go outside when I was
young to get sunshine. I
never stayed out for long
though, since I would get
tired of it rather quickly.
But even I knew that sitting
around in a house all day
wasn’t exactly good for my
health.

So, I would try lots of
different things to enjoy the
outdoors. I'd play outside
games with friends and
go mess around on a play-
ground. It was absolutely
just to satisfy my boredom
when I was young, but as I
got older, it was a good way
to get my thoughts out. My
brain has a tendency to run
around in circles when it
comes to a train of thought,
and exercise was an oddly
great way to satisfy it.

But then I entered teen-
agehood. A lot of things I
enjoyed when I was younger
gradually became less inter-
esting to me. I didn’t ride
my scooter, and my friends
became interested in other
things. It was just a part of
growing up, so that wasn’t
unusual.

However, most would say
2020 was a very unusual
time. My free time outside
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was all but murdered by
quarantine. If I did any-
thing fun outside at all, it
would be on my own or with
my siblings.

2020 passed, and eventu-
ally the pandemic did too,
but now I had no idea what
to do. It felt like I had been
shoved from one stage of life
to the other, and I wasn’t
sure what I should be doing.

With the lack of things
to do, I stuck inside for a
while. But of course, that
wasn’t healthy. As a part
of my schoolwork, my mom
assigned me to walk outside
for a half hour each school
day. Nowadays, that sounds
easy, and it still was easy
when I started doing it, but
it didn’t stop me from feel-
ing like it was taking forev-
er. Back then, it felt point-
less. I would just be walking
around a neighborhood I'm
already familiar with.

At some point, things
changed. 1 realized how
fast I was experiencing life,
and how much stress that
was putting me through.
There are so many things
that convince you to rush
through it all, but it wasn’t
healthy for me.

When 1 started growing
a deeper connection to God,
I oddly began to appreciate
walking more. I started tak-
ing strolls on the weekends
when I wasn’t required to
at all. It wasn’t long before
I realized walks were a good
outlet for stress and the
thoughts that keep wheel-
ing around.

My walking time actually
doubled from a half-hour
to an hour, and sometimes
I would want to go for lon-
ger than that! These strolls

were so peaceful that I
started enjoying the simple
fact of being outside and
experiencing life.

Now that I work at an
office, I appreciate walking
so much more. I've done a
complete 180 on my opinion
of the subject.

I've got to tell you, the sim-
ple act of walking around
for a short bit of time a
day has done me wonders. I
feel so much more relaxed.
It feels like a time when I
don’t get caught up in dis-
tractions that pull me away
from life. I've made prayers
during my walks, which
always feel beautiful. I got
earbuds so I could listen to
fun music tracks that add to
my experience. The simple
act of seeing people I know
makes me feel so much bet-
ter. It has absolutely helped
me with my exercise and
stamina too.

I know I'm just telling you
a story about strolls, and
it all seems so simple, but
oddly enough, the things I
remember most about life
are often the simplest.

I think everyone should
take the time to do a little
something outside. That’s a
statement I never thought
I would say as a young
teenager, but here I am.
It doesn’t even have to be
a walk. It can be a bicycle
ride, planting flowers, or
relaxing on a porch.

Taking time to be present
is so important nowadays
in a world that is always
vying for your attention. I
think it’s good to give these
little stories as reminders
to appreciate God’s beauty
around us.
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WHEN WE WERE KIDS
SHE LEARNED A
TIME-TRAVEL SPELL

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF

BECAUSE MY
SISTER 15 GooD AT

HOCUS-FOCUS

THE SEA HAG 15

(KIN'T WANTS QER ) o
- ISTER DEAD! JUST TO MAKE SURE WHAT SHE DoOES! o
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EVOLVED S0 | LoST ¥ /
To PREVENT OLIVE L\’ My PET!
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HAGEY'S SISTER, BuT
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I'VE YET TO MEET A
CAT | CANT "PSPSPSP"
AND EAR-SCRATCH
INTO A NEW FRIEND!

BUT
AT LEAST
| Know BY
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SUPPOSED &

THE SEA HAG'S SISTER
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KIDNAPPING OLIVE oYL,

WHO'S BEEN WREAKING
HAVOC IN HER CASTLE,
BUT SHE'S SENT A GIANT
MONSTER TO END OLIVE.

YoUVE BEEN A NUISANCE,BUT Now
YOURE STUCK FACING ME ALL ALONE.

SAID SHE'S
ALONE?
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CROSSWORD 7-1

118 End-of-proof abbr.
119 TV actress Charlotte

111 Saintliness
113 Draws upon

56 “Shaq --!” (O’Neal memoir)
58 Lyft rival

1-26

CLUES ACROSS

1 Pet plaguers

5 Keg party dispensers

13 Iranian city with a 1,200,000+
population

16 Brainpower stats

19 Cries of awe

20 Having hay fever, say

21 ltalian “@”

22 Bring to court

23 More proficient than anybody
else

26 Tchr.’s union

27 Figure skating leap

28 Sauna setting

29 Photo lab blowup: Abbr.
30 Barbie or Ken

31 “He wouldn’t hurt --”

33 Fairly often

38 Kung -- chicken

39 Extremist sect

40 Female graduates

41 Ball hitter in a certain court
47 Center or glottis lead-in
48 Old JFK jet

51 Tallinn locale

52 -- Christian Andersen
53 She sang “Skyfall”

55 Grandma, in ltaly

57 Sri Lankan monkey with a
hatlike whorl of hair

62 Nosy sort

65 Yuletide poem opener
67 Skip out (on)
68 Business attire
69 French “the”
70 Dental buildup
73 Joked around
75 Cooler cubes
76 Competent

78 Gallivant

79 Doubt-free

80 Deep-seated

82 Cartoon short featuring a bird
who was a precursor to Tweety

85 Lamp cover
88 Sheer
89 Gooey cheese

91 Designer with the fragrance
Lucky Wish

95 Quaint suffix with poet
96 Reply to “Are you?”

99 Dropping extra work and
“acting your wage”

101 Wicca’s realm

103 Jethro -- (rock band)
104 Excavate

105 NHL team that became the
Colorado Avalanche

10 Visibly awed

11 Relative of risotto

12 -- i

13 Latin for “five”

14 A single block of sugar, say
15 Irate

16 Playground comeback
17 Subdue

18 Serta rival

24 Stage actress Hagen
25 Have a hunch

30 Genetic stuff

31 Vaulted church area
32 E-help pages

33 Sacred book of Islam
34 Suffix with form

35 Hanker (for)

36 Disloyal type

37 Seminal ‘40s computer
39 Goatee spot

42 Top-shelf

43 Pig’s noise

44 Doha locale

45 Pizza chain, informally
46 Atty.’s title

48 Costume spangle

49 Channel for excess water
50 Move like a seesaw
54 Govt. lawyers
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P.O. Box 8633

WARNER RoBINs, GA 31095

98 Ordinary

99 Div. of an NBA game
100 “-- Sera, Sera”

101 Drs. who deliver babies
102 Washerful

105 Sales target number
106 Seize illegally

107 Hair-raising

108 Pop diva Ross

109 Teensy bits

110 Thick cover

111 Item in a pod

112 Being pulled

116 Regretted greatly

T 2 |3 4 17 |8 114 Nutrition fig. 59 Makes lighter 120 Dairy beast
19 20 3] 115 Debt memo 60 Sch. close to Harvard 121 Psyche part
55 28 25 116 Tear apart 61 Heady drink 122 Status --
~ - - 117 -- Lady of Fatima 62 Dental buildup 123 Corrida cry
118 Algebraic statement graphed 63 Disproves 124 This minute
o =P N as a parabola 64 Land specks in the sea
B8 . - 125 Bi- plus one 66 Bank bought by Chase in 2008,
@ 42 |43 a4 |45 |46 g 48 (49 |50 126 Poet’s dusk in brief
51 52 55 |54 127 Counterpart of digital (Var.) 71 Financier Onassis
= - = S —— o 128 Norway port 72 “Apollo 13" director Hovyard SM—D
— . = - 8| 129 Kong, for one 73 Andrews of “Mary Poppins” O’<
| 130 1950s prez 74 Failed to
% kil N N €| 131 Actor Clint 77 Dallas-to-Nashville dir.
e i = [k A § 132 “Sheesh, close call!” 79 Assistant on iDevices 1 2 3
82 83 84 8 [s6 [67 A 81 Uncluttered
8 &8 90 5 2 93 (94 |2 CLU ES DOWN 83 In a -- (very quickly)
- o (R - £| 1 Hitter Gehrig 84 -- Dhabi (emirate) 1
- - Js = Z| 2 Tiny particle 86 Schleps
105 (106 [107 108 |109 110 111|112 :I—:: 3 “Calm dOWn!” 87 Deep blue dye 3 2
2| 4 Suffix similar to “-ish” 90 Dying rebuke from Caesar
e e e e -§ 5 Joan of folk 92 Course part, in an eatery 5
L ik Lhis it el e 12312412 6 Letter after kay 93 Course part, in school
125 126 127 128 | 7 English cathedral city 94 -- Azalea (“Fancy” rapper)
129 130 18 I132 8 Necessary: Abbr. 97 Like built-up interest 5 2
9 Have faith in
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Place a number in the
empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each

column down and each small
6-box square contains all of
the numbers from one to six
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Sudoku answer featured above.
Crossword answer featured to
the left.
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Flint Energies Foundation surpasses
$1 million in college scholarships

WARNER ROBINS

DEMONS

WAANER RODBINS

DEMONS

WARNER ROEINS

Courtesy: Flint Energies

Flint Energies representatives Tonya Mathews (far left) and Blair Brown (far right)
present scholarships to Warner Robins High School seniors.

Special to The Journal

The Flint Energies
Foundation 1s proud to
announce they recently sur-
passed a major milestone in
their commitment to educa-
tion, awarding more than $1
million in college scholarships
since launching the scholar-
ship program in 2015.

Since the program began,
the Foundation has awarded
scholarships to hundreds of
students attending colleges
and universities nationwide.

“This milestone reflects the
incredible impact that educa-
tion can have on individuals,
families and communities,”
says Joanne Hamlin, Flint
Energies Foundation Chair.
“Surpassing more than $1
million in scholarships award-
ed is not only a celebration of
the Foundation’s mission, but
also of the students whose
determination and achieve-
ments continue to inspire us.”

This year, Flint Energies
and the Flint Energies
Foundation awarded scholar-
ships to 75 local students in
Flint’s service territory who
are pursuing a degree at a
four-year college or univer-
sity. Winners were award-
ed $2,500 each, totaling
$187,500.

Houston County scholar-
ship winners are as follows:

General Foundation
Scholarship Winners:

*Chandler McKenzie -
Perry

*Alyssa Paredes -
Centerville

«Allison Kirk -Warner
Robins

* Harsh Patel - Bonaire

* Ella Wright - Kathleen

*Tim Germain - Kathleen

*Kate Lane - Perry

*Michelle Jones - Kathleen

*Caroline Papczynski -
Warner Robins

*Haley Register - Kathleen

*Aiden Hayes - Warner
Robins

*Bryan Nguyen - Warner
Robins

*Stevie Sheffield - Warner
Robins

*Knox Nicholls - Warner
Robins

*Olivia Herzog - Perry

*Sarah Golden - Perry

*Alea Hand - Warner
Robins

* Erin Miller - Bonaire

* Bailey Barnes - Perry

*Daquan Carswell - Warner
Robins

*Adrian QOoi -
Robins

*Tyler Knight - Bonaire

*Jackson Eubanks -
Kathleen

*Tyler Lavalley - Bonaire

* Andrew Bragg - Bonaire

*Brooke VanDalinda -
Kathleen

*Micah Daniel - Bonaire

* Ava Mason - Kathleen

*Jackson  Pritchett -
Warner Robins

*Joseph Strong - Bonaire

*Rabun Perdue - Kathleen

*Taylor Coley - Perry

*Jammesha Wright -
Warner Robins

*Caden Hilton - Bonaire

*Zane Bankston - Warner
Robins

*Jadakiss Adside -
Robins

*Camden Williamson -
Perry

Warner

Warner

FFA-4H Foundation
Scholarship Winners:

*Kaleb Green - Vienna

* Aly Corzine - Kathleen

*Jeanna Osborne - Perry

*Camdilyn Watkins -
Warner Robins

*Maggie Bell - Perry

*Olivia Wood - Bonaire

*Skye Blitch - Warner
Robins

Washington Youth Tour
Scholarship Winners

*Prisha Amin - Centerville

*Emily Godwin - Warner
Robins

*Claire Jefferson - Warner
Robins

The Flint Energies
Foundation selected the
scholarship winners through
an anonymous process based
on a written essay, finan-
cial need and the appli-
cant’s commitment to com-
munity. The Flint Energies
Foundation Scholarship is
limited to students whose
primary residence is within
one of the 17 counties served

by Flint Energies: Bibb,
Chattahoochee, Crawford,
Dooly, Harris, Houston,
Macon, Marion, Monroe,
Muscogee, Peach, Schley,
Sumter, Talbot, Taylor,

Twiggs and Upson. The schol-
arship program was estab-
lished in 2015 with the help
of abandoned capital credits
to encourage and assist in
the educational pursuits of
students living within Flint’s
service area.

Applications for the 2027
Flint Energies Foundation
Scholarships will be available
at flintenergies.com/scholar-
ships in January 2027.

BBB Alert: Protecting your
home from title transfer fraud

ost homeowners
worry about break-
ins, storm damage,

or costly repairs. Few realize
that criminals may be able
to steal a home without ever
setting foot on the property.

Title transfer fraud—some-
times called deed fraud or
home title theft—occurs
when scammers use stolen
personal information and
forged documents to fraud-
ulently transfer property
ownership. Once ownership
records are altered, criminals
may attempt to take out loans
against the property's equity
or even sell the property to an
unsuspecting buyer.

While any property can be
targeted, criminals often tar-
get properties that may be
less actively monitored, such
as vacant homes, rental prop-
erties, vacation homes, or
homes owned outright with-
out a mortgage. Once fraudu-
lent ownership documents are
recorded, the scammer may
attempt to borrow against the
property's equity or sell the
property to an unsuspecting
buyer.

While this type of fraud
is relatively uncommon, it
appears to be growing, and
the financial consequences
can be devastating. Because
many victims don't discover
the fraud until significant
damage has been done, regu-
lar monitoring is critical.

Here are some of the warn-
ing signs your Better Business
Bureau (BBB) recommends
you watch for:

*Unexpected mail regard-
ing mortgages, loans, or liens
you did not authorize.

*Property tax notices that
stop arriving or begin show-
ing unfamiliar information.

*Notices regarding chang-
es in ownership, deeds, or
recorded documents.

* Collection notices related
to debts secured by your prop-
erty.

*Individuals  inquiring

KELVIN COLLINS

records.

The sooner suspicious activ-
ity is identified, the easier it
may be to address.

Here are several proactive
steps that our team at BBB
suggests to help you reduce
your risk of becoming a victim
of title transfer fraud:

Protect your personal infor-
mation. Many title fraud
schemes begin with identity
theft. Secure sensitive docu-
ments, use strong passwords,
and be cautious about sharing
personal information online
or in response to unsolicited
requests.

Monitor your property
records periodically. Many
county Register of Deeds
offices provide online access
to public records, allow-
ing homeowners to verify
that ownership information
remains accurate.

Review financial and
tax-related correspondence
carefully. You don’t want to
ignore unexpected notices
from lenders, tax authorities,
or government agencies. Be
sure to contact their office
at a verified number if you
receive anything indicating
your property deed has been
compromised.

Consider freezing your cred-
it. A credit freeze can make it
more difficult for criminals to
open new accounts using your
information.

Homeowners should also
periodically review public
property records to ensure
ownership information

ever a document is recorded
that matches their registered
name, business name, or
property address. This service
can provide an early warning
if suspicious activity appears
in county records.

Here are steps we recom-
mend if you suspect you're the
victim of title transfer fraud:

Contact your local coun-
ty clerk’s office and request
copies of any suspicious doc-
uments. File a report with
local law enforcement. Report
identity theft through the
Federal Trade Commission's
IdentityTheft.gov  website.
Our BBB also recommends
notifying financial institu-
tions and placing fraud alerts
or freezes on your credit
reports if personal informa-
tion may have been compro-
mised.

Kelvin Collins is president
& CEO of the Better Business
Bureau serving the Fall Line
Corridor, serving 77 coun-
ties in East Alabama, West
Georgia, Southwest Georgia,
Central  Georgia, East
Georgia, and Western South
Carolina. This tips column
is provided through the local
BBB and the International
Association of Better Business
Bureaus IABBB). The Better
Business Bureau sets stan-
dards for ethical business
behavior, monitors compli-
ance and helps consumers
identify trustworthy business-
es. Questions or complaints
about a specific company or
charity should be referred

about purchasing or viewing
property you are not selling.

activity
appearing in public property

* Unfamiliar

Many

remains accurate.

counties
launched a property alert sys-
tem that notifies users when-

have

directly to the BBB at Phone:
1-800-763-4222, Web site:
BBB.org or E-mail: info@cen-
tralgeorgia.bbb.org

View the classifieds on our
website at
www.hhjonline.com

THE ¥

Covering Houston County Since 1870

Classified Deadlines: MON & THURS by 9AM
Place your classified liner ad or display ad by
calling us at 1-478-987-1823 fax: 478-988-9193
email: anna@hhjonllne com
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MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

In-House Labs ¢ Ultrasounds

EKGs ¢ Women's Health

24/

Telehealth

Online Doctor's Visits
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478-328-7674

1719 Russell Parkway 218 N. Hwy. 49
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478-956-3477

28421_1

CALL TO BOOK TODAY!

LOCAL
MATTERS

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of

nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 7/12/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-877-553-1109

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings for
just $149, Call 1-855-391-2065

the law. The law prohibits discrimi-

Georgia

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial — steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

SunSetter. America’'s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-877-
652-0640

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:
1-877-625-0433. Have zip code of
service location ready when you
calll

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.
Competitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it alll Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you calll 1-877-
917-6746

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-877-914-0502

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 1-877-236-
3738. Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-877-606-2120

MISCELLANEOUS

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed for
mature travelers. Our tours include
accommodations, transportation,
baggage handling, sightseeing,
enfrance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours.
Call YMT today. 1-855-548-2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
QOver $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 430 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup — Running or Not May
Qualify for Tax Deduction - Call
(888) 515-3813.

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 42522!
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-877-
515-0329
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Former Bears are potential draftees in
Major League Baseball draft, Northside

athlete announces transfer to Pe

By CLAY BROWN
HHJ Sports Editor
clay@hhjonline.com

Two former Houston
County Bears may have
their name called this
weekend during the 2026
Major League Baseball
draft.

Drew Burress, a soph-
omore at Georgia Tech,
headlines the pair after
another award-winning
season for the Yellow
Jackets. Recently grad-
uated shortstop Isaiah
Galason is also eligible for
the draft.

Burress started all 61
games for Tech during the
2025-26 season, posting a
.3568 batting average for
91 hits, 22 doubles, three
triples, 16 home runs and
60 RBI.

He was selected to the

2025 All-American 1st
Team by the National
Collegiate Baseball
Writers Association,
the American Baseball
Coaches Association,
the College Baseball

Foundation, Perfect Game
and D1 Baseball. He
earned 3rd Team honors
for Baseball America.
Additionally, in 2024 and
2025 Burress was select-
ed to the U.S.A. Baseball
Collegiate National Team,
was a Golden Spikes
Award Semifinalist, a
Dick Howser Award
Semifinalist, on the All-
Atlanic Coast Conference
1st Team and the Atlantic
Coast Conference All-

HHJ Archives

Drew Burress (right) slaps five with Hunter Chiapetta (left) as he crosses home plate in

the playoffs against Buford.

Academic team among a
plethora of other awards.
The MLB has Burress
listed as the seventh-best
prospect in the 2026 draft.
Galason, a Georgia Tech
commit, is Perfect Game’s
169th-best MLB prospect.
The middle infield stand-
out earned All-Region 1st
Team honors his senior
year after helping lead
HoCo to the semifinals in
2026. He won a state cham-
pionship with the 2022-23
team, had another state
championship appearance
in 2025 and made it to the
semifinals in 2024.
According to the MLB

rules, players who have
graduated high school but
not attended college are
eligible for the draft. If
Galason attends Georgia
Tech, he will not be eligi-
ble again until completing
his junior year or turning
21 years old.

There are four former
Bears currently in the
MLB: Andrew Dunford, DL
Hall, Gage Harrelson and
Jaden Woods.

Former Northside ath-
lete transfers to Perry

Rising sophomore wide
receiver Justin Garman
has transferred from
Northside High School, to

Perry High School, accord-
ing to the Panthers’ Hudl
roster and Garman’s social
media accounts.

The former Eagle earned
an All-Region 2nd Team
selection in the first year
under new head coach
Daniel Williams.

Garman adds anoth-
er receiver to what was
an 1nexperienced room in
2025. He joins Dakarai
Felder and  Brhyson
Gordon to help replenish
a unit that lost three of its
top five producers to grad-
uation.

Issy Dehem earns All-
State honors

rry

Clay Brown/HHJ
Issy Dehem (22) moves in for a header while Brookwood'’s
goalkeeper (1) runs out for the challenge.

Clay Brown/HHJ

J.D. Garman (10) brings down a 40-yard reception with an
Eagle's Landing defensive back in coverage.

Westfield’s prolific goal
scorer, Issy Dehem, earned
GIAA 3A All-State honors
for her performance during
the 2026 season, accord-
ing The Westfield School
Facebook page.

Dehem tied her own sin-
gle-season goals record at
32 with a strike in the Lady
Hornets’ final game of the
season against Brookwood,
an eventual 4-3 loss in
double overtime.

AUGUST 12, 2026
4:00-8:00 PM

N. HOUSTON SPORTS COMPLEX
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