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THIS

DAY IN
HISTORY

&8

186%7: Toronto

becomes the capital

of Ontario.

1924: The first aerial
circumnavigation is
completed by a team
from the United States

Army.

1981: CBS makes

the first color

televisions available

for sale to the
general public.

Upcoming
Weather
Wed 22 24% 73°
Thu 23 45% 74°
Fri 24 62% 74°
Sat 25 76% 73"
Sun 26 54% 73
Mon 27 oa%  74°
Tue 28 24 740
Wed 29 24% 73°
Thu 30 24% 72°
Fri 31 24% 7
Sat 01 36% 72°
Sun 02 37% 72°

Sheriff, Coroner Budgets Cut

By Brittney Poole Giles
News Writer

Macon County Sheriff Carlos Felton addressed
the Macon County Board of Commissioners with
a concern about $116,000 in cuts to his budget.

Sheriff Felton went on to explain the increase
in the rate to house inmates in neighboring coun-
ty jails, “Sumter County raised their rate from
$45 per inmate to $51, they have a three year plan
to raise them to $63 a day, per person.”

Sheriff Felton also called attention to cuts
made for a vechile, “Y’all gave me $60,000 and
cut me down to $30,000, unfortunately that’s not
enough to buy a vehicle and get the equipment,
that costs about $15,000.”

“My county is over 432 square miles, all my
vehicles have to be four wheel drive,” Felton
said.

Commissioner Carl Oliver asked for clarifica-
tion on what was cut and explained that Felton
had asked for $60,000 for two vehicles, and that
they gave him a budget for one.

“That was the plan,” Felton said,
from Houston County.”

“We’re in a tough time, we’ve only gone the
last few years getting four wheel drive, we’ve had
many sherift’s for years that didn’t have that,”
Oliver said, “we gotta cut somewhere.”

Commissioner Felton then confirmed the plan
to purchase from Houston County, “it’s irrelevant

“to get them

Photo by Brittney Poole Giles

Sheriff Carlos Felton speaks to commis-
sioners

now, they aren’t selling vehicles, the plan was to
get two, now just get one.”

“Just to equip the vehicle is over $13,000, that
leaves me with $17,000 to buy the car,” Felton
said.

“I have deputies driving cars with 253,000
miles that’s had two motors put in it,” Felton
said, “we’re picking up slack from Ideal and

See Page 5A
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Citizen Tanzy Sutton addresses Montezuma City Council.

Montezuma
Citizens Speak Out

7 18122 07250 7

being to send in appeals.

Stinson Hears Citizen Concerns

State Representative Patty Stinson was in town last week to address some citi-
zen concerns about the rise in property values in Macon County. The citizens dis-
cussed the county’s decision to opt out of HB581 and expressed frustration over
the tax assessment, The concerned citizens also discussed a rumored county
millage rate increase, the high Board of Education milliage rate and underper-
forming schools. There were discussions of frustration over bad roads and who
decides what roads do and don’t get paved; increasing county trash pickup pric-
es monthly; property owners that feel they are being assessed at values higher
because people from other states move here and pay higher price per acre than
the average rate for our area because it’s cheaper to them. Rep Stinson listened
and tried answering questions and explaining things with the major takeaway

at Council Meeting

By Brittney Poole Giles
News Writer

Montezuma citizens Tanzy Sutton
and Dawn James spoke at the
Montezuma City Council Meeting on
Tuesday, July 14.

Mayor Charles Ivey laid some
ground work before citizens began
speaking, “So let’s just see if we can,
one, citizens that come to speak will
be allowed to speak. We have a time
frame. We will not interrupt, we will
allow them to speak. If they have ques-
tions, we are trying to keep it in a time
frame. We want to keep it, and then my
strongest suggestion, my strongest sug-
gestion is, we, as a counsel, and mayor,
may approach him, staff, department
heads.”

“We are available. We have, on our
website, contact information. We have
after the meeting, and I’m pushing this
to all our council people, including
myself, to stay around and listen to
what people have to ask. But please
do not expect to have instant answers.
There are some things that we have
to research, there are some days that
we have to check through, but most
important, we work on a priority list.”

“The priority things are the things
that will continue to have the services
that we provide for our citizens. Then
we begin to look at all of the other
things. We all know that if you look
for things that are wrong, you’re gonna
find things that are wrong,” Ivey said.

Latanzia Sutton was the first to speak
saying, in part, “I previously requested
to be placed on tonight’s agenda. My

request was denied because I was told
my topic involved a personnel matter. I
am here to discuss the performance. I
am not here to discuss the performance
of any individual employee. I am here
to discuss government transparency
and the public’s right to access public
records.

“Transparency and accountability
are essential to good government. The
citizens of Montezuma deserve con-
fidence, that the business of this city
is conducted openly, honestly, and in
accordance with Georgia Law. Many
members of our community have ques-
tions regarding the resignation of the
city manager. Well, certain person-
nel matters may remain confidential,
Georgia law also recognizes that many
records relating to public officials, res-
ignation, are public records.

“For example, if a written resignation
was submitted to the city, that letter is
generally a public record. If the city
entered into a separation agreement,
severance agreement, or any settlement
involving taxpayer funds, those records
are generally public as well. If the res-
ignation was considered by the council,
citizens generally have the right to
review the meeting agenda, meeting
minutes, and resolution, accepting the
resignation and any vote taken by this
council. The Georgia Open Records
Act and the Georgia Open Meetings
Act were enacted to ensure that govern-
ment remains accountable to the people
it serves. These laws are not obstacles
to government. They are protections for
every taxpayer and every citizen.

See Page 3A

Macon County Schools Ban All Devices in Compliance with State-Wide Ban

By Brittney Poole Giles
News Reporter

Macon County School System
recently announced its intention to
fully comply with Georgia House
Bill 1009, a new state law requir-
ing public schools to maintain a
distraction-free learning environ-
ment by restricting the use of per-
sonal electronic devices during the
school day.“We’re telling every-
body now, you don’t need these
devices at school,” Superintended
Dr. Johnathan Roberts said, “We
will exercise some level of patience
in the first few days, but we can
not afford to have our kids not
learning reading and math.”Let’s
face it, these kids are glued to
these things,” Roberts said, “and
there’s a lot of bullying that hap-
pens on these things, pictures get-
ting passed around. I want the
kids to interact, face to face.”’In
compliance with state law, all
K-12 students are prohibited from
using personal electronic devices

from arrival until dismissal. This
includes cell phones, smart glass-
es, smart watches used for com-
munication, earbuds, and similar
devices. Personal electronic devic-
es must be powered off and stored
completely out of sight throughout
the school day.

Students with documented
accommodations or medical needs
under IDEA, ADA, or Section 504
will be permitted access to devices
as required by their individualized
plans.

“I promise our phones in the
front office work,” Roberts said,
“it’s like the good old days, if they
need you, they can come up front
and call, and if you need them, we
will answer.”

Parents and guardians may com-
municate with students through the
school’s front office in the event of
an emergency or other important
need.

Students who violate the require-
ments of Georgia House Bill 1009

See Page 3A

GEORGIA
HOUSE
BILL
1009

To support a focused learning
environment, students will be

permitted to use personal
electronic devices during the

school day.

-
BENEFITS TO DISTRACTION - FREE
LEARNING

FOCUSED LEARNING
INCREASED ENGAGEMENT

MEANINGFUL STUDENT INTERACTION

DISTRACTION - FREE
LEARNING

Beginning in the 2026 - 27 school year, Macon County Schools will
implement procedures consistent with Georgia House Bill 1009.

BO®OO®

Cellphones

NO Tablets or

iPads

NO Headphones NO Earbuds

NO Meta Glasses

NO Smart
Watches

NO Personal
Laptops or
Chromebooks
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Homecoming at First Salem
The First Salem Baptist Church
Family 191 Twin Church Road
Montezuma Ga cordially invite you
to their 159th Church Anniversary
and Homecoming Service the
3rd Sunday August 16 2026, at
11:00a.m. Minister Jontae Nash
of Dublin, Ga will bring the mes-
sage. Revival services will be
held Tuesday- Thursday, August
18-20,2026 at 7:00 p.m. Revivalist
for the week are: Tuesday, August
18th Pastor David Stanley, Union

Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.
Wednesday, August 19, Pastor
Colby McKenzie, Magnolia

Baptist Church, Montezuma,Ga.
Thursday, August 20th Bishop
Melvin  McCluster, Friendship
Missionary  Baptist  Church,
Americus, Ga. Your fellowship is
greatly appreciated.

JOIN IN ON A LITTLE
EDUCATION FOR ALL: THE
UNDOCTRINATED SERIES
Hosts are two from our younger
generations:
Garfield Green from TN
Belle Reese from SC
The truth about private property
in the US
The War You Cannot See —
Tactical Civics
MONDAY, JULY 27, 2026 AT
6:15 PM
Perry Public Library - Meeting
Room, 1201 Washington Ave
Perry, GA. 31069

OGLETHORPE PUBLIC
LIBRARY - SUMMER
READING PROGRAM
June - July: All Programs are
Wednesday’s at 10:30AM
LOCATION: 500 SUMTER

County and City Meeting
Schedule

All are welcome to attend.

County Commission
st Tuesday, 3rd Thursdays of

each month at 6 p.m.
City of Ideal
First Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.
City of Marshallville
Budget Workshop 1st Monday at 6 p.m.
Work Session- Second Monday of each
month at 6 p.m.
Meeting- Second Tuesday of each month at 6
p.m.
City of Montezuma
Work Session- Second Tuesday of each month
at 6 p.m.

Meeting- Second Tuesday of each
month ?ollowmg the wor{( session
City of Oglethorpe
First Thursday of each month at 6 p.m.
Board of Education
Second Tuesday of each
month at 6 p.m.

Board of Elections
Second Wednesday of each
month at 4 p.m.

Board of Accessors
First Thursday of each month at 9:30 a.m.

| 4

STREET - OGLETHORPE

Soup Kitchen Open
The Bread of Life Soup Kitchen
in Montezuma will be open
Wednesdays, 12 noon to 1 p.m.
to feed people in the community
who need meals. The lunch hour
will include a spiritual message
and prayer. Ten churches have
been involved in collecting and
distributing food through the Soup
Kitchen at 114 South Dooly Street.
It is a nonprofit, non-denomina-

WERE KICKING OFF

«THE VEAR,

TOGETHER! *

tional ministry. Volunteers to assist
with meals are needed and are
welcome.

Macon County Back to
School Bash
11th Annual Macon County Back
to School Bash will take place
Saturday, Aug. 11 beginning at
11 a.m. at the MCHS Gym. Please
contact Verenda Johnson at 478-
235-3027 to learn how you can

become a vendor!
N

!@1
NEW YEAR

.
Montezuma Public
Library
2026 Summer Reading
Program Events

July 27 4:00 p.m. Monday Movie:
“Dinosaur 13" Rated PG

July 28 11:00 a.m. End-of-
Summer Party Inflatables, games,
and sno-cones. A great way to end
the summer!

Events are open to every-
one. Registration in the Summer
Reading Program (SRP) is not
required for attendance.

& ¥

Macon County 4-H

Homeschool, (ub

Macon County 4-H has a
homeschool club that meets at the
Extension Office on the first
Thursday of each month
(unless otherwise notified)
Starting at 3:30 PM
Free to Join
All homeschoolers are welcome to
join us.

Questions?

Call Mrs . Rachel at 467-472-7588
or text her at 478-286-0006

University of Georgia is an Equal

Opportunity Institution. If you need @Y |UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
reasonable accommodation or language "
access services, contact the your County O EXTENSI ON

Extension office at least three weeks prior
to the program date.

Want a chance to showcase your business?

YOU REINVITED TO ——

MACON COUNTY'S 11" ANNUAL

COMMUNITY WIDE

CONNECT WITH COMMUNITY
RESOURCES & PARTNERS

NEW OPPORTUNITIES.
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UL R CU S Sl WHO SHOULD ATTEND? ——
Saturday, August 15, 2026 . B

@ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
o Treasurer
o First United Holiness Church B ABEAINOR DI
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BACK T0 SCHOOL BASH!

FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!)

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
GAMES * MUSIC » GIVEAWAYS

Let's start the school year

STRONG -

"~ EMACONADIFFERENCE
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2026
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(%) EVENT TINE: 1100 AM- 230PH |
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o for the 2026 Brane I‘I :t YOUR VOICE.
YOUR VOTE.
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)ply to all current leaders and
morested n seekin ing yific
ecloction r‘,-Lh‘

Members interested in serving as:
ranch President

o Branch Vico Prosudentis)

& Seox felary

* Assustamt Secrotary

je Member

Fellowship Hall
324 Engram Streot
Montezuma, GA 31063

* Any Othor Elected Branch Office

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

Car

VLN
Your participation is encouraged
as we work together to ensure a
fair, informed, transparent, and
successful election process in
accordance with the

wlidate eligitulity requirements
be fillod

natien and electon procedures
sponaibilites of elocted officens

meline for the 2024 Branch Election

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ATTENDANCE AND APPRECIATE YOUR

COMMITMENT TO THE CONTINUED SUCCESS OF THE MACON COUNTY BRANCH.

i

%yeﬁfot. UWe Fre S&afyet/

© P O. Box 149

QO Montezuma, GA 31063

A Jeneverlyn Tookes, President
@ (478) 472 - 5146 office

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT THE
MACON COUNTY BRANCH PRESIDENT

SALES SERVICE INSTALLATION
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS!
Financing Awvailable
www.cummingsheati ng:ur COIm
ally owned and opemred. Providing knowledgeable, hone:
*WALK-IN COOLERS/ DEER COOLERS*W/

John Cummings

478-825-0505

Find us on:
ﬂ facebook.

ddqm.d sble customer service!
ALK-IN FREEZERS*ICE MACHINES

 Carrier
— —_——

Turn o the Experes

rice '
Hotsz’afef We*Have Land for S:;\IeL
Heaters' £ - 'SNew'Homie; . .
N i _Recreatlon'w =
CUNIMIING S RS b e

B (272) 9568 5050 Office E
il (473)050-2020 Fax &

sandee.khoury@gmail.com

112N Sumter St,
{478) 9568-5050
D!ﬁnn

478 956- 5050
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CALLTODAY dTR4TAANG6

HOWELL
CONSTRUCTION

All types of Home Improvements

and Remodeling

Call Danny Howell at
229-938-6068
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“Therefore, 1 respectfully ask
that this council, I ask this coun-
cil to be as transparent as the law
allows, by making available all
public records relating to this mat-
ter. including any resignation letter,
any separation or severance agree-
ment, funded by public money,
and all public actions taken by this
council concerning the resignation

“This request is not about per-
sonalities. It is about principles.
Public trust is earned through
openness, honesty, accountabili-
ty, and willingness to answer the
questions of the people you serve.
I also respectfully ask that citi-
zens wish to address matters of
public concern be given a mean-
ingful opportunity to participate in
public process. Civic engagement
should be encouraged because an
informed and involved community
makes our city stronger,” Sutton
said.

Montezuma citizen Dawn James
stood and read a petition type letter
addressed to the Mayor and council
which read in part, “ We, the under-
signed citizens, taxpayers, business
owners, employees, and supporters
of the city of Montezuma, respect-
fully request that the mayor and
city council immediately initiate
an independent investigation into
the allegations of the city manager,
Mel Fulgum, who made racial-
ly offensive remarks concerning
African American children, refer-
ring to them as little monkeys.

“Public confidence in local gov-
ernment depends upon account-
ability, transparency, and equal,
equal treatment of all members
of the community. Therefore, we
respectfully request that the mayor
and city council conduct, which
hopefully they already have, or
commission an independent inves-
tigation into the allegations.

“Interview all witnesses, pre-
serve our relevant evidence and
communication... Publicly
released the findings of the inves-
tigation, to the extent permitted by
the law. Or take appropriate disci-
plinary action, if the allegations are
substantiated, including termina-
tion, if warranted by the facts.

“Implement or strengthen diver-
sity, equity, and anti-discrimina-
tion training for citizen, for city,
leadership, and employees, which
I’'m sure they’re already doing...
Reaffirm the city’s commitment to
treating all residents, employees,
and children with dignity, respect,
regardless of their race.”

Another citizen had the council
clarify how to get on the agenda
to speak. Ivey explained that you
must call prior to a meeting and
give a summary of what you wish
to speak about.

In other business the council:

Discussed an Intergovernmental
Agreement with the Macon County
Development Authority Board for

the shared services and expenses of
Angie Peaster serving as Economic
Development Director. The agree-
ment designates Ms. Peaster as
the new Executive Director of
Economic  Development for
Macon County, who will simulta-
neously maintain her role provid-
ing Economic Development and
Tourism Services to the City of
Montezuma.

“I’m not satisfied with this, it’s
like she’s part time for us and full
time for them,” Tooks said, “I also
disagree with her benefits.”

“She gives us a pathway to big-
ger and better things,” Mayor Ivey
replied.

Councilman Brown motioned to
approve the agreement, no other
councilmen seconded, so there was
no vote.

Voted to authorize replacing the
roof on Water Plant #1 in the
amount of $20,036.40. Water Fund
to be amended at the end of the
fiscal year.

Voted to removed the word
“Consent” from the meeting agen-
da so that each item could be voted
on separately. Brown opposed this
vote.

Heard a report from the Mayor
about the success of the Juneteenth
program and his vision looking
forward for his tenure as mayor.

Heard a report from Fire Chief
Esh about the calls the department
had received over the past month,
including one structure fire, 11
medical calls, two vehicle fires,
and three accidents.

Heard a report from Public
Works about grass cutting and limb
pickup as well as storm drains and
cleaning that needs to be done
downtown.

Councilman Tooks asked for
clarification on a large limb pile
that was located on Morse Avenue.

“Do you know a contractor cut
it and left it?” She asked, “If we
had cut it, you would have taken it
wouldn’t you, you’ve taken some
on College Street.”

Mayor Ivey and Lonnie Shaw
from Montezuma Public Works
agreed to give the residents more
time to have the limbs cleaned up.

John Fox of the Montezuma
Library gave a glowing report of
the success of the Summer Reading
program. He reported a total of
97 readers and over 310 people
attending the 17 programs held at
the library.

Montezuma Police Chief Eric
Finch reported on suspicious vehi-
cles and people wearing safety
vests in and around town who were
stealing mail and possibly passing
cash between two vehicles. “If you
see something or someone suspi-
cious, call us,” Finch said.

Trump’s speech, declassified documents offer
scant support for Georgia election fraud claims

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

When President Donald Trump
delivered his primetime address
about election fraud Thursday,
Dana Barrett was watching and
ready to take notes.

But Barrett, a Fulton County
commissioner, did not hear much
worth writing down.

The Democratic commissioner
represents a county that Trump has
repeatedly blamed for his 2020
election loss.

Last winter, the FBI raided the
Fulton election warehouse and
seized ballots.

Then, in early July, came reports
that the FBI had plans to “surge”
260 analysts and specialists to
Fulton for what a government
memo described as a “priority”
investigation.

The memo gave the analysts
until July 17 to check 708 records,
the Associated Press reported after
obtaining a copy.

So, Barrett figured Trump’s deci-
sion to schedule his speech on
July 16 must have been related to
that deadline and that he would be
revealing big news about Fulton.

Then, Trump went live with his
speech — and he did not mention
the county.

Barrett said that was a telling
omission. “There was really noth-
ing that Trump said in that speech
that was significant,” she added.

Along with Trump’s speech came
his declassification of documents
related to investigations of election
meddling. Despite the president’s
past claims that Georgia had been
a hotbed of voter fraud, the Peach
State was mentioned only a handful
of times in those 58 documents,
which the public can download
from the White House website.

None of those references con-
tained clear evidence of fraud.

One document points to a 2017
television news report about an FBI
investigation of a data breach at
Kennesaw State University while

S Security
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America Vote Act of 2002.

the university was involved in
maintaining the state’s voter regis-
tration database.

Another refers to a 2021 federal
lawsuit against Secretary of State
Brad Raffensperger that included a
report from an expert who said bar-
codes, like the QR codes used by
Georgia’s voting machines, were
vulnerable to hackers.

Many of the declassified doc-
uments were heavily redact-
ed, including one that mentions
Georgia and other states along with
the government of China. So much
of that document is blacked out
that it is not possible to summarize
its contents, but it mentions the
personal information of millions
of Americans in voter registration
databases. Other documents say
China vacuumed up such infor-
mation, much or all of it publicly
available.

Finally, one of the documents

407 Homeland

In the short time that the enhanced SAVE system
has been available to states, 10 have states processed
their full voter lists. As of June 22, 2026, a total of
25 different states processed more than 68 million

registration records through the SAVE system. DHS
L hae sanahlod thace ctarae 1o sdantsfic avese AN NN

PREVENTING ALIEN VOTING

NATIONAL SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS: The Depariment of Homeland Security has
initiated multiple investipations related to allegations of non-citizen voling and registration. Review
of the first set of public voter files from states that have not utilized the SAVE system revealed:

OVER 250,000 NON-CITIZENS ARE ILLEGALLY REGISTERED TO VOTE
IN JUST THE FOUR STATES FOR WHICH PUBLIC DATA FILES HAVE BEEN REVIEWED.

State ¢election officials in California, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Nevada have been notified of
this serious threat to national secunty and DHS stands ready 1o support their efforts to identify and
remove ineligible registrants. The investigation is expanding to include multiple additional states.
In addition, DHS will support the Department of Justice’s review of voter files obtained pursuant to
their enforcement authority under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and the Help

STATES THAT PROTECT FEDERAL ELECTIONS: Numerous proactive, conscientious state
officials have successfully utilized free services offered by the Department of Homeland Security to
assist election officials in identifying non-citizens who have registered and/or voted in their states.

Proactive SAVE User States
Non-
State Deceased Citizen
Georzia 42,776 23549
Ohio 39.774 | 769 |

notes that Trump alerted lead-
ers in 15 states, Georgia among
them, that their voter registration
rolls had been “compromised” by
China.

Yet, a 2020 memo by the
National Intelligence Council says
the country’s elections would be
difficult to undermine.

The newly declassified docu-
ment says voting locations are not
connected to the internet or to
each other, so they can only be
manipulated in person. It could
still be done in enough states to
influence a presidential election,
the memo says, but it would be
difficult and, the authors conclud-
ed, “postelection audits and paper
trails very likely would uncover
such an effort.”

That memo, which says vote tab-
ulation systems in the United States
“would be difficult to manipulate
on a wide enough scale to compro-

mise election results,” was written
during Trump’s first term.

Another declassified memo also
mentions Georgia. It offers a nar-
rative seemingly at odds with the
president’s claims that the state
runs unreliable elections.

Trump has been unsparing in his
criticism of Raffensperger, who
oversaw the 2020 election when
Trump lost, as well as the 2024
election when he won.

More than a quarter million
noncitizens are illegally registered
to vote in four states, the new
Department of Homeland Security
memo says. But as of late June, it
says, 10 states had “conscientious”
leaders who had successfully used
the agency’s services to scour their
rolls for such noncitizen voters.

Georgia is listed among these
“proactive” states.

DEVICE BAN

Continued from page 1A

and district procedures will be
subject to disciplinary action in
accordance with the Macon County
School System Code of Conduct.

Georgia House Bill 1009 is a law
signed by Governor Brian Kemp
on May 5, 2026, that enacts a bell-
to-bell ban on personal electronic
devices in public schools. The leg-
islation requires school systems to

1-800-255-0135.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Oglethorpe will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, August 5, 2026 at 1:00 p.m at the
City of Oglethorpe City Hall building at 115 Chatham Street, Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068 to provide
information on its plans to expand the 2022 Community Development Block Grant target area. The
activity for which these funds are being used is in the area of housing rehabilitation.

In 2022 the City of Oglethorpe received $901,025 in CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization funds. The
City of Oglethorpe plans to submit a request to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs to
expand the 2022 CDBG target area and offer housing rehabilitation assistance to homeowners on the
West end portion of McClendon Street that was not originally included in the 2022 CDBG target area.
Further details will be discussed at the public hearing.

All of these funds must be used to benefit low and moderate income persons.

The City of Oglethorpe is committed to providing all persons with equal access to its services, programs,
activities, education and employment regardless of race, color national origin, religion, sex, familial
status, disability or age. Persons with special needs relating to handicapped accessibility or foreign
language shall contact Melissa Jones, City Clerk at (478) 472-6485 Ext. 221 prior to August 5, 2026.
Melissa Jones can be contacted between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. except holidays. Persons
with hearing disabilities can contact the Georgia Relay Service at (TDD) 1-800-255-0056 or (voice)

Macon County Board of Commissioners

Job Announcement

Position Title: Accounting Technician

County or Business Name: Macon County Board of Commissioners

Closing Date & Time: August 7, 2026

Job Description: The Macon County Board of Commissioners is now accepting applications for the
position of Accounting Technician for Macon County. This position is responsible for providing financial,
administrative and clerical support in the service of County government operations. This is a full-time
position.

Areas of responsibility include:

Processes and files all accounts payable, prepares monthly financial reports;

Processes and reconciles payroll for County employees and elected officials;

Assist in preparation of the annual budget;

Enters all information in financial records systems, maintains general ledger;

Produces manual checks for monthly garnishments, credit union, health and life insurance;
administer financials transactions for EMS operations;

Assist with duties for the front office;

Attends monthly Board of Commissioners meetings, records minutes;
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High school diploma or GED; supplemented by more than two (2) years related experience in local
government, human resources, finance or accounting; or any equivalent combination of education,
training, and experience which provides the requisite knowledge, skills, and abilities for this job.

The ideal candidate must be able to communicate well and interact with other officials, departments and
agencies and proficiently perform duties as assigned. Applicant will be required to pass a physical
examination, drug and alcohol test and a criminal background check.

Macon County Board of Commissioners does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, age, national
origin, or handicap status.

Interested applicants should submit an application and three (3) references (contact information including
address, phone, email, etc.) to the address below. Applications can be obtained online at
www.maconcountyga.gov or from the Macon County Courthouse at 121 S. Sumter St. Oglethorpe, GA.
31068.

For More Information contact:
Macon County Board of Commissioners
c¢/o Roselyn H Starling

P.O. Box 297 Oglethorpe, GA 31068

(478) 472-7021

restrict student access to items like
smartphones, smartwatches, and
tablets during the instructional day.
Key Rules and Timeline

Grades K-8: Access is prohibited
starting no later than July 1, 2026.
Grades 9-12: Access is prohibited
starting no later than July 1, 2027
(for the 2027-2028 school year).
Exemptions: Students with medi-

cal plans, Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs), or 504 plans
requiring a device are exempt, as
are off-campus programs like dual
enrollment or work-based learning.

Enforcementand Communication

Storage: Schools must use lock-
ers, locked pouches, or specific
classroom locations to store devic-
es.Emergency Protocols: All emer-

gency communication must go
through official school systems.
Parent Contact: Parents must call
the school directly to reach their
child during the school day rather
than contacting the student’s per-
sonal device.

Advertising.

478-472-0189

Being the first name that comes to mind
is key to attracting new and returning
customers in your market. Whether you
are just starting out or already have an
established clientele, local newspaper
advertising is an affordable and effec-
tive way to consistently remind consum-

ers about the value and availability of
your products and services.

Out of Sight,
Out of Mind...

IT°S TIME TO
ADVERTISE!

Create the Top of Mind Awareness
You Need to Grow and Retain
Business With Local Newspaper

Stay Top of Mind and Save With Our
Monthly and Annual Ad Contract Specials!

Learn more about our flexible marketing and advertising solutions
geared toward building top of mind awareness today. Call 478.472.0189
or email thecitizengeorgian@gmail.com to get started with a free consultation.

@he itizen Georgian

thecitizengeorgian@gmail.com
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Who even cares about local meetings,

Left on
Baker Street

Brittney Poole Giles

Columnist

The business of the cities and county
we live in is conducted by several leaders,
elected, hired and appointed. For the most
part, those leaders go about their days
reporting to work, checking things off of
their to do lists and they aren’t even both-
ered with the business of county or city
government unless something is going on.
A lot of our county and city leaders work
full time jobs completely outside of their
duties in city or county government, so the
leadership of the city and county is second
fiddle, or really even third or fourth, after
family obligations or religious obligations.

Some government officials and leaders
(and hard workers) in this community are
not paid a dime for their services, others
are full time county or city employees,
some are paid stipends for attending meet-
ings and trainings on how to better and
more effectively lead in our community.
Regardless of what people believe, if they
are paid, many are underpaid for the work
they put in to the community.

I say this to say that most pf the peo-
ple are in it for the love of the game.

All of the meetings in our county
that take place monthly, held to pub-
licly, are to vote on issues affecting
their constituents, and follow Roberts
Rules of Order in both the structure of
the government, as well as the rules
of conducting both public and private
meetings. To learn more about Roberts
Rules of Order, check out our local
libraries, or stop by one of our city
halls, I bet they have a copy on hand.

Typically, local governments are set
up as follows: A board will be elected
by voters in a community, sometimes the
people who run have to be in certain geo-
graphical areas, districts, in order to be the
representative, sometimes, they are elected
“at large” meaning, the whole area gets to
pick from a list of candidates regardless of
where they live within the city or county.

The chairmen or presidents of the
board are then elected within the board.
Some governments elect mayors, super-
intendents, managers, etc. and some are
appointed or hired by the boards that have
been elected.

All governmental meetings follow an
agenda, which has to be provided by the
government agency holding the meeting.

In order for a meeting to take place, a
quorum has to be present, typically more
than half of the board members have to be
present to vote on any issues for a meeting
to take place, on the other side of the coin,

a government agency can’t vote on any-
thing if a quorum is not present.

Typically, only items on the agenda can
be discussed or voted on at meetings and if
something new comes up, it must be voted
on and placed on the agenda for discussion.

All meetings are recorded, sometimes
with audio and video, sometimes just with
audio, and sometimes only by an employee
who serves as a secretary to record minutes
of the meetings, which are always avail-
able for public review.

Most all public meetings have an oppor-
tunity for public comment, some agencies
require prior approval to be recognized
during a public comment section of a meet-
ing, some require that citizens sign in on
an official sign in sheet to be recognized,
some allow anyone to speak during public
meetings. Most agencies have time limits
for how long a citizen can be recognized
to speak. These regulations vary by city,
by county, by department, but anyone can
call prior to a meeting and ask about the
requirements to speak.

I say all that to ask this, why does any-
one care about going to these meetings?
Well, T have an answer, sort of, the answer
is, people don’t. People don’t care about
going to these open, public meetings.

Now, for those of you faithful FEW that
I see at almost every single meeting, you
know I’m not talking to you, I’m talking to
everyone else that lives here in this county.

Everyone that lives here, has kids here,
owns land here, owns a business here,

shops at any store here, buys any food
here, or drives on any road here, should be
attending these meetings and, hear me out,
buying and reading the newspaper.

Your tax dollars, the taxes you pay on
your land, the rent you pay to your land-
lord, the taxes you pay on your food, the
fees you pay to register your car, the tickets
you pay when you’re speeding through
town, all that money is spent by these
boards.

They, in turn, provide law enforcement
protection, fire protection, free education
to all children in the community, they pipe
water directly into your home, they pick up
your trash, they fix and repave the roads
we use, they gas up school buses to take
kids to school, they make downtown areas
look pretty, t I could go on and on... But
they choose what is important, what takes
priority, where to spend each cent that you
give them in these meetings. And here’s
the crazy thing, none of it’s a secret.

Budgets are fully public, each year
during these meetings, budgets are dis-
cussed, changed, negotiated, each year,
before the budgets are approved, there are
public hearings for the public to come and
discuss each line item in as much detail
as they want. The budgets are printed in
the newspaper, by law, they have to run in
the county’s legal organ, the newspaper.
Additionally, each one of these public
hearings are printed in the newspaper as
well.

I’ll let you guys guess how many people

anyway?

generally show up to these meetings...
here’s a hint, you don’t have to count that
high to get it right.

Understanding your local government
and how it works are important parts in
knowing how you can affect change, yes
you, the person reading this right now, can
affect change all over our county.

Recently a larger group of citizens have
been attending county and school board
meetings after a recent rise in property
values in the county, and to say I’'m proud
of them is an understatement.

My taxes went up too, so I support their
cause to find out how this happened, how
to stop it and what the people have the
power to do, but let me be clear, whether
I agree with your position or not, I want
to hear it and I think it’s EXTREMELY
important for you to have the opportunity
to voice it.

I may not agree with what you’re fight-
ing for, but I will always fight for your
opportunity to fight for it.

Get the paper, and read it, come to the
meetings, get the agendas, get on the lists
to speak, speak out. It’s your money they
are spending.

I’1l be there to cover it, and by all means,
check me when I get it wrong. Let’s see
where I messed up and give me the oppor-
tunity to fix it and help other people see
your side. It’s my job to tell the story from
all the sides.

Letters to the Editor

Commentary on the new tax values

Walking in Integrity

the only witness to our others which is okay because He that’s always imitating someone

Devotional
Reflections

Angie Jordon Carr

Columnist

Having integrity is
doing what is right when no one
is watching. At times, God will be

o ) /I

righteous or non-righ-
i A teous behavior. He
I " sees and knows. I, for
| one, have not always
S8 demonstrated the fruit
of the spirit all the time.
I realize that I am not
perfect, but I serve a
perfect God. He knows
my faults and sins.
Sometimes, you will do

all you know he has asked you
to do, only to face ridicule from

is a forgiving God. At such times,
all you can do is maintain your
integrity.

The bible teaches us that God
has favor on those who walk with
integrity, doing what they know
is right, regardless of how others
perceive their actions. The most
important thing is not that people
know the truth. The most important
thing is that you are a person of
integrity before God. Walk honest-
ly before Him. Don’t be a person

else. Or, wanting something when
it’s not the right time.

One of my co-workers, CJ
Jenkins said something that I
thought about which was true. His
words were “Just because you can,
doesn’t mean you have to.” This is
so true! Let us be imitators of God
and not man. Our confidence and
hope should be in Christ. He will
lead, guide and protect us when we
walk in Integrity.

Be Blessed!

August Gardening Chores

flowers.

In the Garden

Tim Lewis

It’s nearly August and it’s too hot
to spend all day in the garden, so
smart gardeners cut their to-do list
down to a few essentials. By the
time noon rolls around, it’s already
85 to 90 degrees with 85 percent
humidity in our middle Georgia
gardens. Those aren’t exactly ideal
conditions for spending hours
outside pulling weeds or planting

Instead of trying to
tackle everything, we
would do well to focus
on a handful of high-im-
pact garden chores that
keep our gardens look-
ing healthy through the
hottest part of summer.
August is less about
planting and more about
maintaining what we’ve
already grown—and,
above all else, making sure every-
thing gets the water it needs.

The following are some top jobs
to consider doing in this dog day
month, compliments of Walter
Reeves, the Georgia Gardener.

Water figs

Water figs deeply now as they
begin to ripen. Harvest every
morning, before the birds can do
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their damage.

Water potted plants

The soil in outdoor clay pots
dries out quickly. Poke holes in it
with a pencil to make sure water
saturates the soil when you tend
your plants.

Treat your pecan trees

If you’ve been troubled by
“worms” in your pecans in years
past, you have pecan weevils. Now
is the time to start control.

Deal with snakes

The best way to control snakes is
to remove their habitat. Move log
piles, leaf piles and rock piles to
the edge of your yard, away from
the house.

Prune hibiscus

Prune tropical hibiscus plants
you plan to bring indoors. Reduce
them to a size that will fit in
front of your sunniest window in
December.

Clean up crape myrtles

Remove faded crape myrtle
blooms and dry seed clusters now.
With a little water and fertiliz-
er, you may get more blooms in
September.

Save seeds for next year

Collect seeds from hosta, iris and
blackberry lily to save for planting
next spring.

Treat for ants

To prevent ants from coming
indoors, spread insecticide granules
in a band 24 inches wide around
the foundation of your house. Use
ant bait traps near entrance doors.

Spray unwanted grass

Bermuda or zoysia grass
encroaching in your fescue lawn?
Spray it with glyphosate (Roundup)
now and again in September before
you plant fescue this fall.

Treat for Japanese beetles

If you had tremendous numbers
of Japanese beetles, you might
get some control next year by
poisoning the grubs. Now is the
best time to do it; remember to
water heavily after the insecticide
application.

Fertilize roses

Fertilize roses with 1 tablespoon
of 10-10-10 per foot of height now
to stimulate some new growth. As
the weather cools, you’ll get roses
for the fall.

Tie back berry plants

Look on the ground around
your blackberry and raspberry
plants. The canes snaking across
the ground should be tied back on
their wire arbor.

Check your mower blade

How long has it been since your
lawnmower blade was sharpened?
It should be done once each sum-
mer to avoid shredding the grass
instead of cutting it cleanly.

Trim faded annuals

Cut back faded annual flowers by
half, then water and lightly fertilize
with liquid 20-20-20 or equivalent.
A second season of blooms will
begin to appear in two weeks.

Water big trees

Water big trees. Apply at least 15
gallons per inch of trunk thickness
each week.

Plant fall bulbs

Plant fall blooming bulbs like
colchicum, fall crocus and stern-
bergia.

Watch for surprise lilies

Watch for the red or yellow, spi-
der-like flowers of spider lily, also
called surprise lily — because the
foliage is nowhere to be seen when
it blooms.

Make a slug trap

Make a slug trap from a small
board raised an inch off the ground
by small stones. Check it at noon
and scrape the slimy crawlers into
a bucket of soapy water.

Protect sunflowers

Wrap cheesecloth around sun-
flower heads to keep the birds
away. The head is ready to harvest
when the back has turned from
green to brown.

Tim Lewis is a Georgia Green
Industry Association Certified
Plant Professional, gardening writ-
er, and former Perry High School
horticulture instructor. He can be
reached at (478)954-1507 or tim-

lewis 1 @windstream.net.

On Thursday, July 16, I attended the Macon County Commissioner’s
meeting at the courthouse. I was interested in understanding the radical
increase in my property tax re-evaluation. I must admit, I didn’t under-
stand all the percentages and terminology in the Accessor’s answers
plus I couldn’t half hear them anyway. One thing that I did hear was the
Chairman of the Commission saying that the Commissioners had nothing
to do with the revaluation of our properties. That is not quite true. In 2024
the State passed Bill HB581 aimed at limiting how quickly property val-
ues and taxes can be increased. This bill recommended that increases in
property values be limited to 3% or the rate of inflation of that year. The
cities and counties could adopt these measures when passed in 2024 or
could opt-out until 2027 when they become mandatory. Several counties
and cities adopted the measures when they were passed. However, our
commissioners decided to opt-out and instead hire a tax assessor to come
in and raise our property values some more than 230%.

I figured my taxes using last year’s millage rate and exemptions with
my new property values. My taxes would increase 254%! I realize that our
local government must be financed to operate. However, everyone that
lives in the county needs to participate, not just those who own personal
property. Property taxes are coercive and unfair, and the greater burden
falls on those who have worked hard and invested in the county. Now,
reason with me for a moment. If you are like most folks, you purchased
your house or property, paid interest on a loan, purchased insurance, and
yes paid the taxes and when your property is paid off, who owns it? You
don’t! Each year you must rent it back from the government. If for some
reason you don’t or you can’t pay your taxes, eventually the government
will take it away from you and sell it on the courthouse steps. The gov-
ernment owns the land!! This is un-American and Communism.

I have a 122-acre piece in planted pines whose re-evaluation increased
237%. At the current rate of taxation with the new values, and a growing
cycle of 20 years for the pine trees, any profit from the timber would
already be consumed by the county when the trees were harvested. Plus,
there is an additional tax paid to the county when you sell the timber. Do
farmers pay harvest taxes when they gather their yearly crops?

Again, | realize the local government needs financing, however every-
one needs to participate. How could we do that? Perhaps an extended
sales tax. That way those who make 100 grand a year or those who
receive a welfare check would have a stake in the government. Perhaps a
road tax on each vehicle. I know those who drive large trucks are required
to pay additional taxes and fees to use the state and county roads, why
not regular cars and light trucks? Perhaps a residence tax, if you live in
the county and use county services this would be a fair way of paying for
them. I know it would be hard to collect a tax like this since some peo-
ple won’t pay for trash pick-up. That is why the rest of us pay so much.
We could have a non-residence fee for those who purchase land in the
county but don’t live here. They are the ones who drive up land values
for recreational and hunting purposes but don’t have to make a living out
of their investment.

Now on the flip side of this is cutting government costs. There are
items in the county’s budget that most citizens do not benefit from or use.
We need to look closely at all government functions and reduce spending
with the same effort that we are trying to raise taxes! Why should I have
to pay for something I don’t use? The Declaration of Independence states
that when a government becomes burdensome and oppressive, it is the
right of the people to alter or abolish it and institute a new government
laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such
form as to them shall seem most likely to affect their safety and happi-
ness. As citizens of Macon County, WE THE PEOPLE have the right and
responsibility to organize and determine what changes need to be made.
This is the time for it to be done!

Roy Peterson

Did you know?

Adult vaccination
rates are low

Immunization schedules are often discussed in relation to vaccinating young children,

but vaccines also are an important component of health care for adults. Despite that,
vaccination rates among adults in the United States are low. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, in 2024 flu vaccination rates among adults were below

50 percent and vaccination rates were below 25 percent for both COVID-19 and respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV). Adult vaccination rates also are low in Canada, where the 2023 Adult
National Immunization Coverage Survey found that just 44 percent of adults received the
influenza vaccine during the 2022-23 flu season and just 55 percent of adults age 65 and
older received the pneumococcal vaccine, which various public health agencies,

including the CDC, recommend all adults over 50 receive.

The Citizen Georgian encourages reader involvement and welcomes letters to the
editor. Letters should be typed or neatly hand-written. Please limit to 500 words
e The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions for length and clar-
e Letters containing personal attacks, slander, libel, private battles will not
be printed. ® Letters must include the author’s full name, address and daytime

or less.
ity.

phone number. « Only the author’s name and city of residence will be printed with
the letter. Unsigned mail will not be read or printed.Send to: Editor, The Citizen
Georgian, P.O. Box 730, Montezuma, GA 31063.
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True or false?

Pets can have a
small tracking
microchip inserted
under the skin.

onll Jamsuy

What's the Difference?

Find the four differences between the two pictures.
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THIS
DAY IN

JUL

/7

158%: A second
group of English
settlers arrives on
Roanoke Island.

1793: Alexander
Mackenzie becomes
the first recorded
human to complete a
transcontinental
crossing of North
America.

199%: The second
Blue Water Bridge
opens.

HISTORY

REUNITE

come together
again after a
period of
separation
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that i my

El‘lglish: Missing Pet owners can use items like
Spunish: Perdido vcollars, microchips, leashes,
Italian: Perso and fences to help

prevent lost pets.
French: Manquant

German: verlorengegangen
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Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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Continued from page 4A

Macon County Coroner Eddie Hosley

Oglethorpe, they don’t have officers after midnight. Can you put a price
on safety?”

Commissioner Linda Barfield then asked Felton, “How many deputies
do you have?” “Eight,” answered Felton, “And how many cars?” “Nine,”
answered Felton.

“You can get by with what you have,” Barfield said, “I shared cars for
38 years.”

After further discussion, the conversation was ended with Felton telling
commissioners he would look for a vehicle because he’s looking for a
specific car that his “big guys can get in and out of.”

Commissioner Bob Melvin then turned attention to the budget for
housing inmates.

“We need to amend the budget to house the inmates, we can’t change
what they decide,” Melvin said, “we can’t change what they decide.”

Commissioner Oliver then asked where most of the inmates come from,
Felton answered that there are only three that came from the Sheriff’s
Department. Some inmates are state warrants.

“Why should we have to pay for the state? Why doesn’t the state pay?”
Oliver asked.

State Senator Teddy Reese, from the crowd, spoke up and said that he’d
look into this issue.

Macon County Coroner Eddie Hosley then approached the commis-
sioners also asking about budget cuts.

“We’re at a point where we want to open the morgue,” Hosley said,
“we got a $5,000 grant from Flint Energies, but our budget here was cut.”

“We had some capitol items we were asking for but, with the cuts, there
are still two items I need that aren’t in the budget, there’s one I can get by
without,” Hosley said.

County Manager Roselyn Starling added that there were cuts made in
the budget, “we cut $5,000 out of his small equipment budget, he’s got
another $2,000 in small equipment.”

“He’s got about $8,000 worth of equipment to purchase, but he’s only
got about $4,000,” Starling said.

Felton and Melvin both agreed and proposed a motion to amend the
budget by $4,000, all other commissioners voted no.

In other business the board discussed the county’s current hiring pol-
icy and voted to amend the policy presented by Chairman Melvin that
allowed department heads more power in the decisions to hire and fire
employees and for the departments to quickly notify candidates who were

CG26-070
Georgia, Macon County
All creditors of the Estate of Dean R.
Prickett, Sr., deceased, late of Macon
County, are hereby notified to render
in their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make
immediate payment to me.
This 14th day of July, 2026.
Dianne Prickett, Executor
of the Estate of Dean R. Prickett, Sr
Jon L. Coogle Attorney at Law
P. 0. Box 178
100 Sumter Street
Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068

July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 2026

CG26-074
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-
ITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF MACON
INRE: ESTATE OF TONYA SOL-
OMON

All creditors of the Estate of Tonya
Solomon, deceased, late of Macon
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to
render their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make
immediate payment to us.

This 21st day of July, 2026.
Kentorria E. Solomon- Administrator
Tonya Solomon - Deceased
Kentorria E. Solomon
619 Lancing Lane
Montezuma, GA 31063

July 29, August 5, 12, 19, 2026

CG26-065
Georgia, Macon County
All creditors of the Estate of Barbara A.
Naftal, deceased, late of Macon County,
are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
This 6th day of July, 2026.
Gerald Eugene Naftal, Sr., Executor
of the Estate of Barbara A. Naftal
Jon L. Coogle Attorney at Law P. O.
Box 178
100 Sumter Street
Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068

July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

CG26-066
Georgia, Macon County

All creditors of the Estate of Wilma B.
Naftal, deceased, late of Macon County,
are hereby notified to render in their
demands to the undersigned according
to law, and all persons indebted to said
estate are required to make immediate
payment to me.
This 6th day of July, 2026.
Gerald Eugene Naftal, Sr., Executor
of the Estate of Wilma B. Naftal
Jon L. Coogle Attorney at Law P. O.
Box 178
100 Sumter Street
Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068

July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

CG26-069

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-

ITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF MACON
INRE: ESTATE OF EDWARD
HENDERSON
All creditors of the Estate of Edward
Henderson, deceased, late of Macon
County, Georgia, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to the
undersigned according to law, and all
persons indebted to said estate are
required to make immediate payment
to us.
This 2nd day of July, 2026.
Mary Henderson- Administrator
Edward Henderson - Deceased
Mary Henderson
PO Box 741084
Riverdale, GA 30274
July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

CG26-071
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF MA-
CON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF JAMES BENJAMIN
HOBBS, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P26-036
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
To James C. Hobbs, Waylon C. Hobbs,
and Tara A. Boyce and to whom it may
concern:

Wanda Lynne Creel has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the estate
of James Benjamin Hobbs, deceased,
of said county. The petitioner has also
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant
of certain powers contained in 0.C.G.A.
§ 53-12-261. All interested persons
are hereby notified to show cause why
said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of any
such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before August 14, 2026.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify
to file as an indigent party. Contact
probate court personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If any objections
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at
a later date. If no objections are filed,
the petition may be granted without a
hearing.
s/ APRIL H. CROSS
Judge of the Probate Court
By: April H. Cross
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 216 — 121 S. Sumter St.
Oglethorpe, GA 31068
478-472-7685

July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 2026

CG26-067
Georgia, Macon County
All creditors of the Estate of Raymond
Clark Hall, deceased, late of Macon
County, are hereby notified to render
in their demands to the undersigned
according to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to make
immediate payment to me
This 24th day of June, 2026.
William K. Hall, Administrator
of the Estate of Raymond Clark Hall
Jon L. Coogle
Attorney at Law
P.O.Box 178
100 Sumter Street
Oglethorpe, Georgia 31068

July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

CG26-075
NOTICE OF REQUESTS FOR PRO-
POSALS
The City of Oglethorpe is requesting
proposals for engineering services
related to a Community Development
Block Grant project. This is a Section 3
Covered Contract and Section 3 Busi-
ness Concerns are encouraged to apply.
If you or your firm would like to receive a
Request for Proposal (RFP), please call
the River Valley Regional Commission at
1-877-819-6348. Proposals are due to
the River Valley Regional Commission
Columbus office by 10:00 a.m. August
31, 2026.
July 29, 2026

CG26-072
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF MA-
CON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF THOMAS WAYNE
ETHERIDGE, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P26-037
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
To whom it may concern:

Kathy J. Wimberley has petitioned to
be appointed administrator of the estate
of Thomas Wayne Etheridge, deceased,
of said county. The petitioner has also
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant
of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A.
§ 53-12-261. All interested persons
are hereby notified to show cause why
said petition should not be granted. All
objections to the petition must be in
writing, setting forth the grounds of any
such objections, and must be filed with
the Court on or before August 14, 2026.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify
to file as an indigent party. Contact
probate court personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If any objections
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at
a later date. If no objections are filed,
the petition may be granted without a
hearing.
s/APRIL H. CROSS
Judge of the Probate Court
By: April H. Cross
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 216 — 121 S. Sumter St.
Oglethorpe, GA 31068
478-472-7685

July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 2026

CG26-068

GA2600293933
Notice Of Foreclosure Sale Under
Power
Macon County, Georgia Under and by
virtue of the Power of Sale contained
in a Security Deed given by Rhodes-
sia Strong And Willie Leland, Married
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., As Grantee, As Nomi-
nee For Alcova Mortgage, LLC, dated
04/22/2024 and recorded 04/23/2024
in, in Book 00637,

Page 00113, Macon County, Georgia
Records, as last transferred to Amer-
ihome Mortgage Company, LLC by
assignment recorded on 09/25/2025
Deed Book: 00651 PAGE: 0129 in the
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court of
Macon Georgia Records,
conveying the after-described property
to secure a Note in the original principal
amount of § 249,299.00, with interest
thereon as set forth therein, there will
be sold at public outcry to the highest
bidder for cash before the courthouse
door of Macon County, Georgia, within
the legal hours of sale on

not chosen for employment.

08/04/2026, the following described
property: All That Tract Or Parcel Of
Land Situate, Lying And Being In The
City Of Montezuma, Macon County,
Georgia, And Being More Particularly
Described As Lots 24, 25, 26 And The
East Half Of Lot 27 In The Felton Heights
Subdivision, Montezuma, Georgia.
The Foregoing Described Property Is
Bounded On The North By Lands Of
James Pi. Brown,

On The East By Engram Street, On
The South By East Williams Street,
And On The West By Melvin Baker.
This conveyance is made subject to
all zoning ordinances, easements and
restrictions of record affecting said
bargained premises. The debt secured
by said Security Deed has been and is
hereby declared due because of, among
other possible events of default, failure
to pay the indebtedness as and when
due and in the manner provided in the
Note and Security Deed. The debt re-
maining in default, this sale will be made
for the purpose of paying the same and
all expenses of this sale, as provided
in Security Deed and by law, including
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect
attorney’s fee having been given). The
entity having full authority to negotiate,
amend or modify all terms of the loan
(although not required by law to do so)
is: Amerihome Mortgage Company, LLC
they can be contacted at 866-978-2622
for Loss Mitigation Dept, or by writing to
Amerihome Mortgage Company, LLC
9726 Old Bailes Rd Ste 200, Fort Mill,
SC 29707 to discuss possible alterna-
tives to avoid foreclosure. Said property
will be sold on “as-is” basis and subject
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes
(including taxes which are a lien, but
not yet due and payable), any matters
which might be disclosed by an accurate
survey and inspection of the property,
any assessments, liens, encumbrances,
zoning ordinances, restrictions, cove-
nants, and matters of record superior
to the Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of the
undersigned, the party in possession of
the property is Rhodessia Strong And
Willie Leland, Married or tenant(s); and
said property is more commonly known
as 601 Engram St, Montezuma, GA
31063. The sale will be conducted sub-
ject to (1) confirmation that the sale is
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy
Code (2) final confirmation and audit of
the status of the loan with the holder of
the security deed and (3) any right of re-
demption or other lien not extinguished
by foreclosure. Amerihome Mortgage
Company, LLC Rhodessia Strong And
Willie Leland, Married. Sokolof Remtulla,
LLP c/o First American Title Insurance
Company 4795 Regent Blvd, Mail Code
1011-F Irving TX 75063 866-429-5179
GA2600293933

July 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

CG26-073
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF MA-
CON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OFOTIS HARRIS,
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. P26-038
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION

NOTICE

To whom it may concern:

Curtis L. Harris has petitioned to be
appointed administrator of the estate of
Otis Harris, deceased, of said county.
The petitioner has also applied for
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver
of statements, and/or grant of certain
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261. All interested persons are hereby
notified to show cause why said petition
should not be granted. All objections to
the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections,
and must be filed with the Court on or
before August 14, 2026.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections
to the petition must be in writing, setting
forth the grounds of any such objections.
All objections should be sworn to before
a notary public or before a probate court
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered
with your objections, unless you qualify
to file as an indigent party. Contact
probate court personnel for the required
amount of filing fees. If any objections
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at
a later date. If no objections are filed,
the petition may be granted without a
hearing.
s/ APRIL H. CROSS
Judge of the Probate Court
By: April H. Cross
Clerk of the Probate Court
PO Box 216 - 121 S. Sumter St.
Oglethorpe, GA 31068
478-472-7685

July 15, 22, 29, August 5, 2026

NOTICE OF REQUESTS FOR
PROPOSALS

The City of Oglethorpe is request-
ing proposals for engineering services
related to a Community Development
Block Grant project. This is a Section
3 Covered Contract and Section 3
Business Concerns are encouraged to
apply. If you or your firm would like to
receive a Request for Proposal (RFP),
please call the River Valley Regional
Commission at 1-877-819-6348.
Proposals are due to the River Valley
Regional Commission Columbus office
by 10:00 a.m. August 31, 2026.
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Macon County Schools Hold Meet
and Greet with New Principals

By Brittney Poole Giles
News Writer

Macon County School System
held a Meet and Greet for its new
principals and administrators on
Thursday, July 23.

Timothy Deas has been named
Principal of Macon County
Elementary School. With more
than 25 years in education, Mr.
Deas has served in multiple lead-
ership roles throughout Middle
Georgia, including his most recent
position as Assistant Principal at
Vineville Academy of the Arts in
Macon. His experience includes
instructional leadership, school
operations, student achieve-
ment initiatives, and community
engagement.

Michael Horton has been named
Principal of Macon County Middle
and High School. Mr. Horton
brings nearly two decades of edu-
cational leadership experience and
most recently served as Principal
of Heritage Elementary School in
Bibb County. Prior to that role, he
served seven years as Principal of
Westside High School, where he
led significant gains in graduation
rates, improved school climate,
and earned national recognition
for instructional technology inte-

gration.
Macon County School
Superintendent Dr. Jonathan

Roberts read statements about the
vision and focus of each princi-
pal before introducing them both
to say a few words to the crowd
and then head into a question and
answer session.

Deas, who is also a preacher,
stated he’s “no stranger to this
community” saying he’s preached
at several churches in the area
recently. Deas is married and has
two children and mentioned he’s
the proud grandparent of a “grand-
pup.”

Horton’s wife, Shondonette, and
three sons, Michael, III, Anthony
and Aaron, were present as well
as his pastors and members of
his church. Horton gave an over-
view of the career that lead him
to education and then into special
education.

Also recognized was Michelle
O’Gorman Maurer has been named
Executive Director of Student

>y

Middle
and High School Princopal
Miachel “Chip” Horton, Jr.

Macon County

Services for the Macon County
School System. Mrs. Maurer previ-
ously served as Director of Special
Education for the Baldwin County
School District and has extensive
experience in special education
leadership, compliance, instruc-
tional support, and program devel-
opment. Throughout her career,
she has led initiatives focused on
improving services and outcomes
for students with disabilities.

The moderator for the question
and answer session was the newly
named Assistant Superintendent of
Student Services, Mesha Mathis.

During the question and answer
session of the evening, Deas was
asked about varied subjects like lit-
eracy, dress code, helping children
feel supported, encouraged and
safe, and about how to effectively
communicate with parents.

“Reading is fundamental to every
single thing we do in our schools,”
Deas said, “I want them to see
everyone in our building reading,
up to the custodial staft.”

Deas continued to focus on the
importance of fundamentals when
asked about dress code, “I want us
to follow the rules, the same rules
we’ve had in place, but I’'m not
going to stress it so much until we
can read.”

“I want to stress kids at school,
on time, learning,” Deas said,
“we’ve got a clothes closet or we
can figure something out, I don’t
want kids not in the classroom

Macon County Elementary
School Principal Timothy Deas

learning.”

Deas also stressed the impor-
tance of having structure, organiza-
tion and cleanliness, “It’s important
for kids to feel welcomed in a
clean, orderly, structured environ-
ment, we do this by being good role
models.” Deas says he’s already
made several changes to the exte-
rior of the building to make it look
cleaner and more welcoming.

“l want to communicate that
we’re somewhere you want to be,”
he said.

On communication, Deas added,
“Communication is a two way
street, | want to over communicate,
but I want you to talk to me, too.”

“If there are problems, let me
know, but give me time to do my
research,” Deas said.

Middle/High School Principal
Horton was asked questions on
block scheduling, arrival and dis-
missal, the device ban and on com-
munication.

“Our new block schedule cre-
ates four 90 minute classes a day
instead of your usual 6 or 7, it gives
kids extra opportunities to earn
more credits,” Horton said.

“These longer classes give teach-
ers the opportunity to mold what
they can each, it allows time to
teach, show, assess, check and
reflect, all in one class,” he said.

Arrival begins at 8, but school is
open at 7:30 to provide breakfast,
dismissal is at 3 p.m., and the major
change will be the device ban.

“This ban includes everything,
no smart watches, no phones, tab-
lets, earbuds, nothing. It’s a dis-
traction free environment,” Horton
said.

“If you need your kids, call us,”
he said, “we will make sure you
get to them in case of an emer-
gency.”

Horton echoed Deas statements
on communication.

“I know we will have bumps
in the road, but come to me, give
me at least 24 hours to figure out
what’s going on and I’ll get back to
you,” Horton said, “I don’t have all
the answers all the time.”

Attendees were reminded to
check on children’s immunization
records and were invited to the
official Open House, they were
also reminded of the Back to
School Back on Aug. 1.

@
o

e Contact:
()

Rosa M. Holton, MD,

Medical Director, Community He

Shady Grove Baptlst Church

10AM TO 2PM
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IDEAL TRAIN DEPOT

206 Railroad Street
Ideal, GA. 31041

# COMMUNITY

Health
Fair

Fort Valley State University's
Mobile Health & Nutrition Unit
on s1te'

= Blood Pressure Checks

* Cholesterol Checks

* Blood Glucose Checks

* Dental Health Education

* Colon Cancer Awareness

* Free Giveaways & Goodies Bags

Ray Jones, Outreach Ministry Leader
@ (478)235-1866

alth Fair

DOERSEMAKERS

SOUTH
GEORGIA

TECHNICAL COLLEGE
AMERICUS CAMPUS
900 South GATech Pkwy
Americus, Georgia 31709

CRISP COUNTY CENTER
402 North Midway Road
Cordele, Georgia 31015

www.southgatech.edu
800.928.0283
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FALL REGISTRATION IS
AUGUST 13!

CLASSES BEGIN AUGUST 17

APPLY NOW
WWW.SOUTHGATECH.EDU
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