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INSIDE 
THIS WEEK: Council Agrees to 

the Financing of 
New Tractor

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

The council, following discus-
sion, aSSroYed the financing oI 
a Kubota tractor for a little over 
$39,800. Public Works Direc-
tor Leon Lester also stated last 
Tuesday that, “Last week, we 
did some patching around town. 
We’re still doing pump repair 
ZorN at the /$6 field, gas, 
water repairs. Also responding 
to sewer calls and performing 
emergency water leak repairs 
and mowing grass in between 
rain showers.” 
The council agreed to adopt 

the 2025 CHIP grant policies 
and procedures and the depart-
ment of community affairs is 
overseeing the selection process 
along with the River Valley Re-
gional Commission. Unadilla 

FireRescue responded to a false 
alarm Sunday May 10 at Lasse-
ter Tractor Co. and a total of 44 
calls so far in 2026.
Jewel’s Personal Care Home 

930 Third Street in Unadilla 
held its grand opening Saturday, 
May 16, “A place where care is 
timeless and thoughtful. Provid-
ing an opportunity for everyone 
to meet the staff and connect 
with the community and are 

now touring future residents.”
 During Mayor Myron Mixon’s 

report he said, “We are current-
ly updating the city’s website. 
The city is working with VC3, 
formerly known as Sophicity 
to create a more functional and 
informative website. The city’s 
web address will remain the 
same www.cityofunadillaga.
com. 
City hall will close Monday, 

May 25 in observance of Memo-
rial Day. City Hall will reopen 
Tuesday, May 26 during regular 
business hours.” City Hall was 
also temporarily closed due to a 
power outage last Monday. 
According to a report, “A 

squirrel who affectionately was 
named Reggie, climbed onto a 
transformer and caused the out-
age.”

Unadilla Residents 
Concerned about Road 

Conditions
By Mayor Myron Mixon

Citizens, I understand we 
would like all the streets in per-
Iect condition� , tooN oIfice as 
Mayor of Unadilla in January 
2016. Prior to that, there hadn’t 
been any street resurfacing in 
30 plus years. 

With the help of the council, 
we have an aggressive resurfac-
ing program that has made ma-
jor strides on our streets. 
Below are the completed proj-

ects. West Railroad St., Lee St., 
Dennard St., Borum St., Ivey 
St., Cosby St., Peavy St., East 
Railroad St toward the pris-

on, Plunkett St. repairs by the 
prison, Duncan St scheduled 
for this summer and Bogan St. 
scheduled for 2027. 
Again I know it’s not as fast 

as we would like but to go from 
none for decades to all these 
streets being resurfaced ain’t 
bad either.

Council 
Approves 

Advertising 
for Position of 
Chief of Police

By Tim Franzén
News Observer Reporter

The council following ex-
ecutive session Monday, May 
11 approved advertising for 
the position of chief of police. 
Before that motion was made, 
Sheriff Craig Peavy presented 
oIficials Zith his assurances 
that, “I am supporting what-
ever the city wants to do. I 
have never wanted to take on 
Vienna. Some sheriff’s in cer-
tain areas, they might want the 
whole county. I want what’s 
best for the people and if the 
city wants to talk contract, I’ll 
talk. If they want to appoint a 
chief, I’ll work with them like 
I always have. Right now, for 
a little over two months, we’re 
up to about 400 service calls in 
Vienna, not all are bad. I’m still 
shorthanded and that puts an 
extra stress on us and my guys 
are wearing out. I’m not here to 
say, ‘give me a contract, I’m not 
here to say, ‘You need a chief.’ 
Whatever you need from me, 
you know you’re going to get 
it. It’s the amount of time I can 
give it to you. That’s why it’s 
important to me that the city be 
covered 24-7, but it’s not really 
being covered 24-7 because of 
the lack of manpower I have. 
We do get here as fast as we 

can. I’m not saying I want an 
answer tonight, I’m just asking 
if y’all can head a little closer in 
that direction, that will help me 
and my people. I support what-
ever you decide. To cover Vi-
enna like it ought to be covered, 
I think Vienna’s big enough and 
has enough going on that prob-
aEl\ a minimum oI fiYe or si[ 
is what it would take. I want 
what’s best for the city and I’m 
going to respect your decision. 
It’s going to take the commis-
sioners involved as well.”
 Mayor Eddie Daniels also re-

ported, “We’ve got two cases, a 
molestation and GBI is working 
one. We have a predator walk-
ing around that has not been 
arrested that’s molesting little 
girls. We don’t know who he 
is, so it’s time that we do some-
thing here. This person is still 
out on the streets of Vienna. I 
don’t know who he or she is. 
They’re walking around Vienna 
and have molested a couple of 
young girls, but this is serious. 
The GBI is working on one of 
the cases and I understand the 

other case was given to our for-
mer chief, but I don’t think it 
ever hit the ground.” 
Investigator with the Dooly 

County Sheriff’s Department 
Randy Lamberth replied, “I 
think the two cases that you 
just referred to. We’ll get those 
forwarded and see what we’ve 
got and we might have to start 
over. We’re going to be behind 
the eight ball trying to collect 
certain evidence.” 
According to information pro-

vided by the City of Vienna, 
“Prior to the approval of the 
agenda and following a point 
of order objection by Council 
member Mathis, Mayor Dan-
iels requested City Attorney by 
Executive Order Verlin Jones 
to address the mayor and city 
council of the potential nega-
tive implications of not approv-
ing the minutes of the March 
23, 2026, April 13, 2026 and 
April 27, 2026 meetings. Those 
potential negative implications 
include invalidating the ap-
pointments of members to the 
Vienna Historic Preservation 
Commission, invalidating the 
agreement for River Valley Re-
gional Commission to prepare 
the State of Georgia required 
update to the Comprehensive 
3lan and inYalidating the filling 
of the interim public works su-
perintendent position. Council 
member King made the mo-
tion to amend the agenda to add 
Item 2.a.- Reconsider the Ap-
proval of the minutes of April 
13, 2026 meeting and Item 2.b. 
- Reconsider the Approval of 
the minutes of March 23, 2026 
meeting. Council member John 
Mathis seconded. Motion ap-
proved with four yes ( Mathis, 
Tabatha Carter, Babette Lewis, 
Albert King) and 0 no. Council 
member Mathis made the mo-
tion to Amend the Agenda to 
remove Item nine (City Admin-
istrators Report). 
Council member Carter sec-

onded. Motion approved with 
three yes (Carter, Mathis, Lew-
is) and one no (King). Council 
member Mathis made the mo-
tion to Amend the Agenda to 
add Item 7.a. Resolution 2026-
0511A to Hire Interim Police 
Chief. Council member Carter 
seconded.
 Motion approved with three 

Will be Open Memorial Day from 10am-5pm
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Dooly County 
Veterans Museum
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Cordele Police-U.S. 
Marshals Service Arrest 

Suspect in Shooting
By CPD

Monday morning, Oct. 11, of-
ficers Zith the &ordele 3olice 
Department in coordination with 
the United States Marshals Ser-
vice Southeast Regional Fugi-
tive Task Force, arrested a sev-
enteen�\ear�old male identified 
as the suspect in the Wednesday, 

May 6 shooting incident that oc-
curred in the 500 block of West 
24th Avenue at Sunset Homes. 
The suspect was taken into cus-

tody that morning at a residence 
in Cordele without further in-
cident. The Cordele Police De-
partment would like to thank the 
United States Marshals Service 

Southeast Regional Fugitive 
Task Force for their assistance 
and partnership in locating and 
apprehending the suspect. 
This remains an active investi-

gation and no additional infor-
mation will be released at this 
time.

Juvenile Arrested on Charges 
of Possession of a Pistol 
By CPD

&ordele Solice oIficers Zere 
patrolling the area of 24th Av-
enue and Joe Wright Drive 
Wednesday, May 13 around 1:00 
a.m. when they observed three 
unknown males running from 
the area� :hen oIficers made 

contact with one juvenile male, 
an AR-15 pistol style weapon 
fell from his waistband. 
Upon further search, the of-

ficers recoYered a Taurus Sistol 
from the juvenile’s backpack. 
The 16-year-old juvenile was 

arrested and charged with two 

counts of Possession of a Pistol 
by a Person Under 18 years of 
Age and two counts of Obstruc-
tion of Law Enforcement Of-
ficers� 'ue to SroactiYe Solice 
work and assistance from the 
&risS &ount\ 6heriII·s 2Ifice, 
two guns are now off the streets.

Executive Order Lifts Burning Ban
By GFC

$s Zildfire conditions im-
prove, the State Forester burn 
ban has been lifted in all coun-
ties. Executive Order: https://
gatrees.org/.../executive-order-
lifting-burn-ban.../
This is welcome progress and a 

testament to the incredible work 
oI Zildland firefighters, first 
responders, and partner agen-
cies who have worked around 

the clock over the past several 
weeks.
 A few important reminders: 

While the State Forester’s wild-
fire Eurn Ean has Eeen liIted, 
some counties may still have lo-
cal burn restrictions or ordinanc-
es in place. Always check with 
local oIficials EeIore conducting 
outdoor burning. 
The Georgia EPD summer burn 

ban is still in effect for 54 coun-

ties, primarily in and around 
metro Atlanta, through October 
1. 
That seasonal restriction re-

mains in place regardless of cur-
rent Zildfire conditions� (Yen 
with improved conditions, parts 
of Georgia remain dry, and wild-
fire risN has not disaSSeared� ,t 
still only takes one spark to start 

BURN BAN
CONTINUED PG 2A  



By Ga. Forestry 
Commission

A reburn is caused by needle-
cast, a common Zildfire chal-
lenge in Georgia’s pine forests. 
1eedlecast haSSens Zhen dr\ 
Sine needles Iall in thicN la\ers 
across the Iorest floor� Those 
needles create highl\ flam-
maEle Iuel that can hold heat, 
smolder unnoticed, and reignite 
long aIter the main fire Iront has 
passed. 
That·s e[actl\ Zh\ moS�uS 

operations are so critical. 
(Yen Zhen containment num-

Eers imSroYe and flames are no 
longer maNing headlines, hid-
den heat can remain� $ single 
hotsSot in heaY\ needlecast can 
flare EacN uS, cross containment 
lines, and Sut firefighters, near-
by communities, and property at 
risN all oYer again� 
This Sicture Zas taNen seYeral 

da\s ago on the +ighZa\ �� 
)ire, a reminder that these are 
still actiYe incidents, and the 

ZorN is not done� 0oS�uS ma\ 
not Ee the most YisiEle Sart oI 
Zildfire resSonse, Eut it is some 

oI the most imSortant ZorN our 
crews do.

Contributed
2ur 'ool\ &ount\ 0iddle 

6chool 6eYenth graders had an 
e[citing oSSortunit\ to Yisit )ort 
Valley State University as part 
of our College and Career Ready 
initiatiYe� 6tudents e[Slored the 
campus, learned about future ca-
reer SathZa\s, and e[Serienced 
college liIe firsthand� 
$ sSecial thanN \ou to our coun-

selor 0s� (li]a %r\ant Ior Slan-
ning this outstanding triS and 
helSing Iorm the SartnershiS 
Zith )ort 9alle\ 6tate 8niYersit\ 
to SroYide our students Zith this 
YaluaEle e[Serience� 
$t 'ool\ .�� $cadem\, Ze are 

committed to e[Sosing our stu-
dents to oSSortunities that insSire 
them to dream Eig, ZorN hard, and 
prepare for a successful future.
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DCSS Honors DCSO during 
Nat’l Police Week

Contributed
'ool\ &ount\ 6chools and 

&ommunities in 6chools had 
the SriYilege oI Ieeding the 
dedicated oIficers oI the 'ool\ 
&ount\ 6heriII·s 'eSartment in 

honor oI 1ational 3olice :eeN 
:ednesda\, 0a\ ��� :e are so 
grateIul Ior the men and Zomen 
Zho Sut on the Eadge eYer\ da\ 
to protect and serve our com-
munit\ including the Iamilies 

and students of Dooly County. 
This Zas a small Za\ to sa\ a 
Eig thanN \ou Ior all that \ou 
do, we see you, we appreciate 
\ou� :e·re Sroud to stand Zith 
you.

BURN BAN CONTINUED FROM 1A
a Zildfire�
 :e·re grateIul Ior the Srogress Eeing made and 

Ior eYer\ *eorgian Zho helSed E\ taNing Srecau-
tions, following restrictions, and supporting wild-
fire resSonse eIIorts�

)or current Zildfire uSdates, saIet\ inIormation, 
and resources, visit:
httSs���gatrees�org�current�Zildfire�inIormation�

and����
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\es �&arter, 0athis, /eZis� and 
one no �.ing�� &ouncil mem-
Eer 0athis made the motion to 
amend the agenda to add ,tem 
��E� 5esolution ���������% to 
stop payments to any attorney 
outside of a council approved 
attorney. Council member 
&arter seconded� 0otion aS-
SroYed Zith three \es �&arter, 
0athis, /eZis� and one no 
�.ing�� &ouncil memEer 0athis 
made the motion to amend the 
agenda to add ,tem ��c� 5eso-
lution ���������& to terminate 
0ichael %oZens as cit\ admin-
istrator, effective immediately. 
Council member Carter second-
ed� 0otion aSSroYed Zith three 
\es �&arter, 0athis, /eZis� and 
one no �.ing�� 
&ouncil memEer 0athis made 

the motion to $mend the $gen-
da to add ,tem ��d� 3roYide 
&ouncil memEers coSies oI the 
sale agreement Ior the 2ld )ord 
Training &enter and coSies oI 
all ,nYoices Irom all attorne\s� 
Council member Carter second-
ed� 0otion aSSroYed Zith three 
\es �&arter, 0athis, /eZis� and 
one no �.ing�� &ouncil mem-
Eer .ing made the motion to 
aSSroYe the amended agenda� 
Council member Carter second-
ed� 0otion aSSroYed Iour \es 
�0athis, &arter, .ing, /eZis� 
and � no� 
Council member King made 

the motion to aSSroYe the min-
utes oI the $Sril ��, ���� 0eet-
ing. Council member Carter 
seconded� 0otion aSSroYed 
Iour \es �0athis, &arter, .ing, 
/eZis� and � no� &ouncil mem-
Eer .ing made the motion to aS-
SroYe the minutes oI the $Sril 

��, ���� 0eeting� &ouncil 
memEer 0athis seconded� 0o-
tion aSSroYed Iour \es �0athis, 
&arter, .ing, /eZis� and � no� 
&ouncil memEer .ing made the 
motion to aSSroYe the minutes 
oI the 0arch ��, ���� 0eeting� 
Council member Carter second-
ed� 0otion aSSroYed Iour \es 
�0athis, &arter, .ing, /eZis� 
and � no� 
&ouncil memEer /eZis made 

the motion to adYertise Ior an 
interim chieI oI Solice� &ouncil 
memEer &arter seconded� 0o-
tion aSSroYed Iour \es �0athis, 
&arter, .ing, /eZis� and � no� 
&ouncil memEer 0athis read 
5esolution ���������$� 
0a\or 'aniels e[Sressed his 

discomIort Zith this action� 
&ouncil memEer 0athis car-
ried the motion E\ calling Ior 
a vote. Council member Carter 
made the motion to aSSoint -oel 
0athis as interim Solice chieI� 
&ouncil memEer /eZis sec-
onded. During discussion, City 
$ttorne\ E\ ([ecutiYe 2rder 
-ones noted the 5esolution Zas 
not SroYided to the clerN and he 
also reminded memEers oI &har-
ter section ����� 
The motion aSSroYed Zith tZo 

\es �&arter, /eZis� and one no 
�.ing�� &ouncil memEer 0athis 
read 5esolution ���������%� 
&ouncil memEer 0athis carried 
the motion E\ calling Ior a Yote� 
Council member Carter made 
the motion to stoS Sa\ments to 
any attorney not approved by 
city council. Council member 
/eZis seconded� 
0otion aSSroYed Zith tZo 

\es �&arter, /eZis� and one no 
�.ing�� &ouncil memEer 0athis 

read 5esolution ���������& 
and carried the motion E\ call-
ing for a vote. Council member 
&arter made the motion to ter-
minate 0ichael %oZens as cit\ 
administrator effective immedi-
atel\ and to hire an interim cit\ 
administrator. Council member 
/eZis seconded� 
During discussion, City Attor-

ne\ E\ ([ecutiYe 2rder 9erlin 
-ones noted &harter section ���� 
Ior the council memEers as it 
Sertains to hiring and firing oI 
deSartment heads going through 
the ma\or and also the aSSroYed 
and amended emSlo\ee hand-
EooN that lists rights oI emSlo\-
ees� The motion aSSroYed Zith 
tZo \es �&arter, /eZis� and � no 
�.ing�� 
Council member King made 

the motion to aSSroYe the 6late 
oI 2Ificers Ior *0$ 'istrict � 
Ior ����� ����� 6late oI 2Ificers 
nominated are� 3resident ² .eY-
in %roZn, 0a\or oI %uena 9is-
ta� )irst 9ice�3resident ² %rooNe 
+ucNaE\, 0a\or oI $raEi� 6ec-
ond 9ice�3resident ² (ddie 
'aniels, 0a\or oI 9ienna�Third 
9ice�3resident ² :esle\ 5ain-
e\, 0a\or oI &ordele� &ouncil 
memEer &arter seconded� 0o-
tion aSSroYed Iour \es �0athis, 
&arter, .ing, /eZis� and � no� 
0a\or 'aniels then recogni]ed 
&it\ &lerN 0argaret 6helle\ and 
e[Sressed aSSreciation Ior the 
ZorN she SerIorms as cit\ clerN� 
+e then signed a 3roclamation 
recogni]ing 0a\ � through �, 
���� as 3roIessional 0uniciSal 
&lerNs :eeN�µ

DCMS Seventh Graders 
Explore Their Future

Why Are Firefighters Still 
Out There? This is why.
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Brooks
Auto Parts

229-268-2700
313 W .  Unio n St. , V ienna

O p en T h ro u g h  L u nc h
E ddie C o nner, M anag er

Proudly Serving Dooly County 
for more than 10 years!

Corner of Union & 3rd 
229-268-4751 • Vienna

Athens Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-4883
AOH Church of God
Vienna, GA 229-268-1903
Bakersfield Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Bay Point CME
Byromville, GA
Bethel Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2848
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2102
Big Poplar Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Brown Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-9466
Byromville Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
229-433-2505
Byromville Methodist Church
Byromville, GA
229-321-9292
Camp Creek Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3929
Vienna Church of Christ
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1994
Vienna Church of God
Vienna, GA 
229-268-1404
County Line Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Destiny Worship Center
International Ministries
Vienna, GA
(478) 273-8112
Dooling Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Double Branch Freewill Baptist 
Church
Unadilla, GA 
Drayton Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-8456
Drayton Wesleyan Church
Vienna, GA, 229-321-9292
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Vienna, GA 
229-268-2964
Evangelistic Tabernacle Church

Vienna, GA
Evergreen Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3476
Faith Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-2798
Forest Chapel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA  478-645-3476
Harmony Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Healing and Deliverance Church
Unadilla, GA
Liberty Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3584
Lilly Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Macedonia Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-1582
Little Poplar Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Living Water Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mars Hill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA  229-268-6795
Midway Independent Methodist 

Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Mt. Moriah Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA 
478-627-3775
Mt. Zion CME
Vienna, GA 
229-268-6013
Northside Missionary Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA
New Bethel CME
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pinehurst Methodist Church
Pinehurst, GA
Pleasant Hill Freewill Baptist 
Church
Vienna, GA 229-268-8746

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Byromville, GA
Richwood Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
Pinehurst, GA
229-645-3713
Reedy Branch Baptist Church
740 Church Avenue
Byromville, GA
Riverview Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Shady Grove CME Church
Vienna, GA
Shiloh Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
Smyrna Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-6852
Snow Methodist Church
Unadilla, GA
St. John Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Springhill Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
St. Luke CME
Lilly, GA
St. Mark’s Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Tippettville Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
Trails of Faith Deliverance 
Holiness Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4377
Turkey Creek Baptist Church
Lilly, GA
Unadilla First Baptist Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3615
Unadilla United Methodist 
Church
Unadilla, GA
478-627-3330
Vienna Congregation
Vienna, GA
Vienna First Baptist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4386
Vienna Methodist Church
Vienna, GA
229-268-4207

THE CITIZENS
AGENCY

“Dependable Insurance”

121 N. 3rd Street
P.O. Box 486

Vienna, GA 31092
229-268-2800

I N SUR AN C E  AGE N C Y

Vienna, GA

IF YOU NEED 
TO ADVERTISE

EMAIL
Phyllis Keaton

phyllis.keaton@
yahoo.com

(229)938-6253

CCU Food Pantries 
in May

Christ Chapel Unadilla has 
two Food Pantry dates in May 
with no Food Drive scheduled 
this month. �e food pantry 
dates are May 9 and May 16 
from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon 
both Saturdays at CCU located 
at 400 Jeannette Street in 
Unadilla. Volunteer check-in 
is 9:30 a.m.-9:45 a.m. For more 
information, call Christ Chapel 
Unadilla at 478-627-9352.

Christ Chapel Bingo 
Night in Byromville
Enjoy Bingo Game night on 

the second �ursday of every 
month starting at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Byromville Municipal 
Complex. �is is for individuals 
55 and older. Free entry-
fellowship-games and prizes.  

Town of Dooling 
Meeting 

�e Town of Dooling-Town 
Meeting will now be held on 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
starting at 6:00p.m.   (Except 
for the months of July & Dec. 
when no meeting will be held.) 
If you plan to bring an issue to 
the board, please contact the 
Mayor in writing a week before 
the town meeting to be placed 
on the agenda. 

Dooly County 

Library
1200 East Union St., Vienna 

Mon. - �urs. 9AM-6PM
Fri. 9:30A.M. - 4P.M. 

Closed Saturday.
�urasdays - COLOR & 

CHAT. Color books and 
colored pencils will be provided 
or you can bring your own. For 
more information contact Jill 
Kloberdanz, library manager 
library at 229-268-4687.

�e Elizabeth Harris 
Library

Unadilla Location:
Tues-�urs 8:30AM-6PM

Friday 9AM-4PM
Saturday 9AM-12PM Noon

Byromville Location:
Tues-�urs 2:30PM-5:30PM

“An Hour of 
Encouragement”

Pastor Dean and the 
New Poplar Spring Baptist 
Church would like for you 
to join us every Wednesday 
night @7pm for “An Hour 
of Encouragement” on our 
Conference Call line. Please 
dial (253) 993-3761.   (TFN)

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church

Worship With Us Each & 
Every Sunday. Worship starts 

at 11:00am. Bible Study on 
each Sunday at 5:00pm. Jerry 
Jamal Sanders, Sr., Pastor.  (TFN)

GRAND JURY PRESENTMENTS
APRIL TERM, 2026

DOOLY SUPERIOR COURT
  To the Honorable Amy Bry-

ant, Judge of the Superior Court 
for the Cordele Judicial Circuit:
  The Grand Jury empaneled 

for the April Term, 2026, Doo-
ly Superior Court, was sworn 
in on May 11, 2026 at approxi-
mately 9:00 a.m.
  The Grand Jury’s organiza-

tion consisted of Kimberly 
Barron, Foreperson, Haleigh 
Goodroe, Clerk and Lyndon 
Childs as Bailiff.
  The Grand Jury wishes to 

thank Judge Amy Bryant for 
her helpful and informative 
charge and District Attorney 
Bradford L. Rigby and Assis-
tant District Attorney Heather 
Calhoun for their assistance.
  We, the Grand Jury, consid-

ered 24 bills of indictments and 
returned 24 true bills.

  The Grand Jury recommends 
that these presentments be pub-
lished in the oIficial neZsSaSer 
of Dooly County, Georgia, and 
that such paper be paid the usu-
al fee for publication.
    Kimberly Barron, Foreper-

son
    Haleigh Goodroe, Clerk
  The above and foregoing 

general presentments having 
been returned and read in Open 
Court, it is Ordered that they be 
received, spread upon the min-
utes of this court and published 
as recommended.
  In Open Court, this 11 day of 

May, 2026.
Judge Amy Bryant
Judge Superior Courts
Cordele Judicial Circuit
Bradford L. Rigby
District Attorney

UNEARTH A STORY 
2026 Library Summer 

Reading Club
Unearth a story at the Eliza-

beth Harris Library, 312 Har-
man St, Unadilla. Programs 
are free and start at 4:00pm. 
June 3 - jerry G. White; June 
10 - Modern Dinosaurs, Thurs., 
June 18 - Animal Tales (Fossils 
alive! Dinosaurs among us); 
June 24 - Wildlife Wonders.
For more information call 

478-627-9303.
The Summer Reading Club at 

Elizabeth Harris Library is just 
around the corner. All programs 
are at 4:00 p.m. in Unadilla. 
Please thank our sponsors. This 
years programs are brought to 
you by the following sponsors: 
Jerry G. White/City of Unailla, 
Modern Doinosaures/Lions 
Club, Animal Tales/Brannen 
Motor Company, and Wildlife 
Wonders/Mayor Myron Mixon.

FVSU Head Start, “Grateful 
for Dooly County Library”

Contributed
For the last few weeks, Dooly County 

Library has doubled as a schoolhouse for 
Head Start. The kids and teachers brought 
so much fun and laughter to this building. 
The manager and staff enjoyed every min-
ute.

 Ms. Gipson with the Fort Valley State 
University Head Start said, “We’re very 
grateful for Dooly County Library to allow 
the Head Start-Early Head Start to continue 
providing educational services to our chil-
dren. The families were extremely happy to 
continue the collaboration with the library.” 

Last Monday, the children also enjoyed 
bubbles as one of their activities. 
For more information about the summer 

reading program at Dooly County Library, 
contact Manager Jill Kloberdanz at 268-
4687 or drop by at 1200 East Union Street 
in Vienna.

Peace and Unity 
Ride in Vienna

Contributed
Are you riding in the Peace 

and Unity Ride on Saturday, 
May 23? Lineup begins at 
10:00 a.m. at the old hospi-
tal parking lot in Vienna and 
ends at the downtown Vienna 
Square for refreshments, music 
and words from our pastors and 
other community leaders. 
There will be an extended ride 

for those interested. Whether 
you’re rolling in on an ATV, 
golf cart, slingshot, motorcycle 
or other RV. All drivers are to 
pay $20 and each passenger $5.
$ll Sroceeds Eenefit the %eth-

lehem Baptist Church Women’s 
Ministry Outreach program, a 
cause worth riding for. All ages 
welcome and vendors might be 
on site.

Kaleb Green Selected 
Gates Scholar

Submitted by Kylie Garrard
Dooly County Schools is proud 

to announce that Kaleb Green, 
a senior at Dooly County High 
School and Salutatorian of the 
Class of 2026 has been selected 
as a Gates Scholar and member 
of The Gates Scholarship Class 
of 2026. 
Chosen from a pool of more than 

61,000 applicants from across 
the nation, Kaleb is among only 
750 students to receive this pres-
tigious honor placing him among 
the most exceptional young lead-
ers in America.
 The Gates Scholarship, funded 

by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation is one of the most 
competitive and prestigious 
scholarships in the United States. 
It is awarded to outstanding mi-
nority students who demonstrate 
exceptional academic achieve-
ment, leadership, and a commit-
ment to serving their communi-
ties. 
Recipients receive full fund-

ing to attend the college of their 
choice, coYering unmet finan-
cial need through undergraduate 

graduation. Kaleb’s selection as 
a Gates Scholar comes on the 
heels of another remarkable dis-
tinction: he has earned the title of 
Salutatorian of the Dooly County 
High School Class of 2026, a re-
flection oI \ears oI unZaYering 
academic dedication and excel-
lence. 
Together, these two achieve-

ments reSresent a defining mo-
ment not only for Kaleb and his 
family, but for the entire Dooly 
County community.

Photo Contributed 
Kaleb Green

FA FFA Recognized 
at 2026 Area Three 

Awards Banquet

Contributed
Fullington Academy FFA 

members Hadley, Gabby, and 
Olivia traveled to Fort Valley 
State University last Thursday 
to attend the Area Three FFA 
awards banquet. Our Chapter 
was recognized for: Second 
Place Jr Veterinary science 
CDE, Second Place Jr Horse 
Evaluation CDE, Grain Produc-
tion Central Region Winner- 

Chase Hughes, Specialty Ani-
mal Production Central Region 
Winner- Keira Musselwhite, 
'iYersified &roS 3roduction 
Placement Area three Winner- 
Landon Cobb.
 Thank you to the area three of-

ficers and &entral 5egion 6tate 
Staff for putting on such an 
incredible banquet. We are so 
proud of all of our members and 
their hard work this past year.

Success Worth Celebrating
Contributed

'ool\ &ount\ 0iddle 6chool has oIficiall\ 
reached 100% YouScience completion for all 
students in six-eighth grade. (“An online apti-
tude-based career guidance platform that helps 
students and young adults discover their natural 
strengths (“aptitudes”) and match them with rel-
evant educational and career pathways. It uses 
“brain games” to measure abilities and combines 
them with personal interests to recommend.”) 
This accomSlishment reflects the hard ZorN, 

collaboration, and dedication of our students and 
staff in helping connect learning to real-world 
college and career pathways. We are incredibly 
proud of this milestone and what it means for our 
students’ futures. 
A very special thank you to our outstanding 

school counselor, Ms. Eliza Bryant and all of our 
teachers for ensuring this important work was 
completed successfully. Your commitment to our 
students continues to make a difference every 
single day.



Nearly all the Old Testa-
ment was originally written in 
Hebrew; the small remaining 
portion was written Aramaic, 
sometimes called Syriac. The 
Aramaic section section com-
prises three passages ( Ezra 4:8-
----6:18; 7:12--26; Dan.2:4--
-7:28), one verse of Jeremiah 
( 10:11 ), and two words in 
Genesis (31:47, a place name 
meaning “heap of witness”). 
Aramaic was the language spo-
ken by the people and was the 
language spoken by Jesus dur-
ing His public ministry. How-
ever, the New Testament was 
written in Greek, the language 
used in letters and other writ-
ings. Greek was the language 
understood practically every-
where throughout the Roman 
Empire, even in the remote 
provinces, and was recognized 
as the language of culture.

Since few persons can easily  
read the ancient  languages of 
the Scriptures, , many versions 
and translations of the Bible 
have been made. It has been 
translated, either in whole or 
in part, into every language of 
the world today; but, because 
the spoken languages change 

from generation to generation, 
the work of the translation con-
tinues.

     HEBREW.---All of the Old 
Testament manuscripts which 
have been found are written in 
square, black letters which re-
semble the printed Hebrew of 
today. These square characters 
came into use some years prior 
to the birth of Christ.

 Two facts made the trans-
lator·s tasN diIficult� )irst, 
Hebrew was then written 
without any spaces separat-
ing the Zords� )or this reason, 
the translator was puzzeled to 
know where one word ended 
and the next word began. Sec-
ond, the Hebrew alphabet con-
sisted of twenty- two letters, 
all oI them consonants� �)our 
of these consonants, however, 
were sometimes used to repre-
sent vowels.) In writing, only 
the consonants were put down. 
The reader was expected to 
know which vowels should 
be added. Evidently it was be-
lieved that the reader would be 
suIficientl\ Iamiliar Zith the 
sacred text to be able to sup-
ply from memory the omitted 
vowels, or else it was thought 

that the context in which each 
word occurred would suggest 
the proper vowel or vowels to 
be inserted. If we may use Eng-
lish to illustrate the problem, 
let us suppose one came upon 
the consonants m and n. Could 
one tell with certainty what 
word was intended? Would it 
be “man” or “men”, “main,” 
“mean,” “mien,”, “moan,” 
“moon,” or even “omen.”

In the sixth and seventh cen-
turies A.D., when Hebrew as 
a spoken language was begin-
ning to die out, it was observed 
that the rabbis were not always 
agreed  as to the proper read-
ing of passages in the syna-
gogue scrolls. As a result, there 
was danger of confusion and 
misunderstanding. Accord-
ingly, Jewish scholars of that 
period, who became known as 
the Massoretes, undertook to 
determine and to indicate the 
proper vowel or vowels for ev-
ery word in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures. They indicated these 
vowels by means of small 
marks above, within, or below 
the consonants. They did not 
regard these vowel points as a 
part of the sacred text., and for 
that reason they refrained from 
marking them on the syna-
gogue scrolls. They did insert 
them, however, on other scrolls 
and in their commentaries on 
the scriptures.

Thanks to the Thomas Nel-
son Inc. for the above informa-
tion. God speed to all. Until 
next time.
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ATLANTA (May 12) — Sen-
ate President Pro Tempore Lar-
ry Walker III (R–Perry) today 
applauded Governor Brian P. 
Kemp for signing House Bill 
1344, the Georgia Insurance 
)airness $ct, into laZ� &arried 
by Sen. Walker in the Senate, 
this comprehensive insurance 
reform package strengthens 
Georgians’ access to afford-
able, quality insurance.
 HB 1344 gives homeown-

ers the right to see and dispute 
aerial images used as the basis 
for terminating their insurance 
policy. If an insurer relies on 
aerial or satellite images as a 
basis for canceling or not re-
newing a homeowner’s insur-
ance, they must now provide 
the homeowner with copies of 
the recent, date-stamped im-
ages used, and at least 60 days 
to address an\ identified issues 
and maintain coverage.
 “In the 30 years I’ve been an 

independent insurance agent, 
I’ve never seen a market like 
we have experienced in the last 
few years,” said Sen. Walker. 
“I’ve received calls from folks 
across the state whose home-
owner’s insurance policies 

were canceled with little notice 
or explanation. I’m proud to 
carry HB 1344 because it al-
lows consumer protections to 
advance along with new tech-
nology.” 
Another key component of 

this legislation is the creation 
of the Georgia Storm Damage 
Mitigation Program, which will 
provide grants for structural 
improvements, such as roof re-
inforcement and other upgrades 
that reduce storm-related dam-
age. The program is expected to 
lower long-term costs for fami-
lies and insurers alike. 
HB 1344 also enhances trans-

parency by requiring local gov-
ernments to report how insur-
ance premium tax dollars are 
used, giving taxpayers greater 
visibility into how those funds 
support essential services and 
reduce insurance costs. “This 
legislation brings transparency 
where there was confusion, ac-
countability where there was 
abuse, and real protections 
where there were gaps.
 HB 1344 helps families for-

tify their homes before disas-
ter strikes and makes sure the 
system is fair at the start. At 

the end of the day, our goal is 
to restore trust and position 
Georgia’s insurance market to 
work for its people, not against 
them,” said Walker. The leg-
islation strengthens enforce-
ment against insurance fraud 
by increasing penalties for 
staged accidents and fraudu-
lent claims, while also cracking 
down on uninsured motorists 
and on illegal solicitation prac-
tices targeting accident victims. 
Additionally, HB 1344 estab-

lishes clear timelines for in-
surance claims following cata-
strophic events and extends the 
statute of limitations for certain 
property claims, providing con-
sistency and fairness for policy-
holders. HB 1344 takes effect 
July 1, 2026. Sen. Larry Walker 
III serves as President Pro Tem-
pore of the Georgia Senate. 
He represents the 20th Senate 

District, which includes Bleck-
ley, Dodge, Dooly, Laurens, 
Pulaski, Treutlen and Wilcox 
counties, as well as a portion 
of Houston County.  He may 
be reached by phone at (404) 
656-0095 or by email at Larry.
Walker@senate.ga.gov.
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President Pro Tempore Larry 
Walker III Highlights Consumer 

Protections in Newly Signed 
Georgia Insurance Fairness Act

Tomatoes are probably the 
most popular plants in the 
home vegetable garden. They 
are tasty and boast a variety 
of uses from pastas, sauces, 
salsas, and so much more! 
Boost your tomato yields by 
properly pruning your plants 
for greater health and fruit 
production.

Why prune tomato plants? As 
tomatoes grow, they continue to 
develop branches, leaves, and 
fruit from the main stem. How-
ever, some of these branches 
develop quick and vigorous fo-
liage growth over fruit produc-
tion. These branches are called 
suckers. If suckers, or regular 
branches for that matter, grow 
too densely, you may experience 
greater pest and disease prob-
lems relating to poor air circu-
lation and light access. Pruning 
can help to open up the plant to 
greater access to and improve air 
circulation for healthier growth, 
larger, and higher fruit quality 
over excessive foliage growth. 
Regular pruning can also keep 
your harvest visible and within 
reach.

A little background on toma-
toes is in order. All tomatoes 
fall largely into two categories, 
determinate or indeterminate as 
it relates to their growth habits. 
Determinate tomatoes tend to be 
shorter and bushier, with a lim-
ited height range. They also set 
all of their fruit within a limited 
time frame. While they may need 
some light pruning from time to 
time, this should be limited to re-
moving dead or damaged leaves.

Indeterminate types, on the 
other hand, will continue to pro-
duce fruit throughout the summer 
season. They will also continue 
to grow vertically with a vining 
habit that requires support for 
healthy growth. Indeterminate 
tomatoes require greater care 
as they are more likely to need 
ongoing pruning throughout the 
season to remove dead or dam-
aged leaves, excessive growth, 
and sucker branches. 

The best time to start pruning 
tomatoes is when they are young, 
around a foot tall, and have sev-
eral sets of leaves. This will allow 
the plant to continue gathering 
the light it needs with the remain-
ing leaves. 

Suckers are the quick-to-grow 
branches that form at the leaf ax-
ils. This is where the branches ex-
tend from the main vine. Regular 
branches will form horizontally 
away from the stem. Suckers 
form at a 45 degree angle and ex-
tend upwards. When growing to-
matoes, it is best to maintain one 
main central vine. If a sucker is 
left unpruned, it may eventually 
compete with the main stem and 
ultimately reduce fruit produc-
tion.

Determinate tomatoes need no 
pruning other than the removal of 
all sucNers EeloZ the first set oI 
floZers� $dditional Sruning Zill 
not affect fruit size or plant vig-
or. However, if pruning is done 
an\Zhere aEoYe the first floZer 
cluster, the tomato harvest will be 
reduced. 

)olloZing is a steS�E\�steS to-
mato pruning guide.

Step 1: Remove dead or dis-

eased branches. When pruning, 
removing the dead or diseased 
portions is the most important 
place to start. This will help your 
plants divert their energy to new 
growth and fruit production.

Step 2: Remove suckers. Suck-
ers will form along the central 
vine in the “V” between the main 
stem and leaves/branches. It is 
best to catch these guys when 
they are young and short. When 
left to grow, suckers can quickly 
increase by several inches, even-
tually competing with the central 
stem. This should be avoided as 
suckers will reduce your harvest-
ing yields.

Step 3: Remove the lower 
leaves. Once the dead and dis-
eased branches and suckers have 
been removed, you may consider 
removing any branches below 
developing fruit. This is optional, 
but it may improve air circulation 
and promote fruit ripening.

As long as your tomatoes have 
strong main stems, it·s fine to 
leave a few suckers on the plant. 
The general recommendation is 
to leave two or three suckers to 
improve yield, but not to let every 
sucker grow. 

If you are concerned about 
your indeterminate tomato grow-
ing tall and cumbersome, you 
might try this: once the plant has 
reached an ideal height (such as 
the top of your support cage or 
stake), simply pinch out the main 
terminal (top) bud on each main 
branch. This will help keep the 
plant at that height. Of course, 
your harvest will be reduced ac-
cordingly. 

Tomato pruning is more trial 
and error than precision, so look 
at it as an experiment. When you 
first start Sruning, do less rather 
than more. If you grow the same 
varieties year after year, you’ll 
get a feel for how they respond to 
pruning. 

Tim Lewis is a Georgia Green Industry 
Association Certi�ed Plant Professional, 
gardening writer, and former Perry High 
School horticulture instructor. He can be 
reached at (478)954-1507 or timlewis1@
windstream.net.

TIM LEWIS
Columnist

            In The Garden With
 TOMATO SUNSCALD, 
UNEVEN RIPENING, 

AND CRACKED FRUIT

Were Adam and Eve two 
distinct people, or should the 
*enesis account oI the first 
man and first Zoman Ee in-
terpreted allegorically?  The 
Bible states that God created 
Adam from the dust of the 
earth (Gen. 2: 7) and formed 
Eve from Adam’s rib (Gen. 2: 
21). A literal interpretation of 
this means that Adam and Eve 
embryos were not attached to 
an umbilical cord or nurtured 
inside a mother’s womb. Nei-
ther did they undergo natural 
childbirth. Instead, they arrived 
fully mature with one abnor-
mality-- a missing navel. The 
moment Adam and Eve expe-
rienced consciousness, they 
looked around and wondered 
how they got here. Surely, their 
sudden emergence into human 
existence left their minds reel-
ing with wonderment. 

There are two separate ac-
counts of creation: one in Gen-
esis, chapter 1 and another 
in chapter 2. Chapter 1 fails 
to mention Adam and Eve. It 
states only that “God created 
‘MANKIND’ in his own im-
age, male and female he cre-
ated them.” While this pas-

sage speaks of mankind in a 
pluralistic sense, the chapter-2 
account confines itselI to tZo 
discrete individuals: Adam and 
Eve. Bible scholars attribute 
these disparities to different au-
thors, i.e. the author of chapter 
1 did not write chapter 2. So 
the question is: Can the two 
divergent accounts be harmo-
nized, or should we believe that 
God created “multiple people” 
(as chapter 1 implies) and that 
Adam and Eve in chapter 2 “are 
s\mEolic oI the first humans�µ  
Another question arises: Where 
did Cain (who slew his brother 
Abel) get his wife? Gen. 5:3 
states that “Adam (other than 
Cain, Abel, and Seth) had other 
sons and daughters.” Therefore, 
Cain married his sister, which 
is incest. Was the Serpent who 
beguiled Adam and Eve a cre-
ation of God or did the Serpent 
create himself? Or, was the Ser-
pent a metaphorical representa-
tion of mankind’s inclination 
to sin?  Such questions stoke 
the fires oI eYolution��that man 
evolved from a single-celled 
organism that Eecame a fish, 
which in time walked up on the 
shore and eons later became a 

man.
The historicity of Adam and 

Eve is a question which strikes 
at the heart of the Christian 
faith.  If Adam did not exist, 
it would invalidate Paul’s re-
demptive plan in Romans 5:19: 
´)or as E\ one man·s disoEedi-
ence (Adam) many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience 
of one (Christ) shall many be 
made righteous.”  Therefore, 
man could not have inherited 
Adam’s culpability to sin, if 
Adam was an unreal, meta-
phorical character.

)urther, recent genetic re-
search has revealed that today’s 
human population could not 
have emerged from a single 
pair of humanoids:  the XX-
chromosomal Eve and the XY-
chromosomal Adam. Research 
shows that a core beginning of 
at least 10,000 humans would 
be required to produce the di-
versity of genes in today’s 
population.  Yet, according to 
the genealogies in I Chronicles, 
chapter 1 and Luke, chapter 
�, $dam Zas a historical fig-
ure.  Jewish tradition has it that 
Adam and Eve are buried in the 
Cave of Machpelah in Hebron 
(Palestinian city on Israel’s 
West Bank). In summation, if 
\ou EelieYe the first Yerse in 
the Bible, “In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and 
the earth,” the questions herein 
will be of no consequence.

           Parables To Ponder
WERE THERE A 

REAL ADAM AND 
EVE?BILLY POWELLBilly Powell

Parables to Ponder
Columnist
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By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — More taxpay-

ers will be able to contribute 
to a private school scholarship 
fund while receiving a state tax 
credit for the full amount a�er 
Gov. Brian Kemp signed House 
Bill 328 Monday.

�e measure increases the 
aggregate cap on tax-credited 
contributions to organizations 
that distribute scholarships to 
attend private K-12 schools or 
to pay for homeschool costs.
�e annual cap was $120 mil-

lion. It rises to $150 million.
Kemp signed the measure at 

the Capitol along with other tax 
measures Monday.

HB 328 also relaxes require-
ments for to obtain the scholar-
ships, which are generally avail-
able only to those who attend a 
low-performing public school.
Now, students from military 

families and those with intel-
lectual or developmental dis-
abilities can obtain a scholar-
ship without enrolling in a 
low-performing public school.

Kemp signs law increasing tax credits 
for private school scholarships

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Tuition will 

rise 1% for Georgia students at-
tending one of the state’s pub-
lic colleges or universities, the 
state Board of Regents decided 
Tuesday.
�e regents also increased 

tuition 3% for out-of-state 
students attending one of the 
University System of Georgia 
campuses.
“With enrollment at record 

levels, we’re focused on limit-
ing new �nancial hurdles and 
delivering real value on every 

campus,” Chancellor Sonny 
Perdue said in a statement. 
“Today’s decision reinforces 
that commitment.”
Tuition covers only a portion 

of instructional costs, with the 
state paying for 57%, according 
to the university system. It said 
students pay, on average, less in 
tuition now than in 2017 when 
adjusted for in�ation.
�e system also said the Geor-

gia General Assembly’s new 
budget for �scal year 2027 in-
cludes a $34.2 million “reduc-
tion” in enrollment-driven 
state funding.  �e budget, 
which awaits the signature of 
Gov. Brian Kemp, increased 

the state funding for teaching 
to $3.5 billion, up nearly $229.5 
million from the budget ap-
proved last year.
�e Senate initially sought to 

roll that back by $123.5 million, 
but settled on a $34.2 million 
reduction in negotiations with 
the state House.
Sen. Blake Tillery, R-Vidalia, 

chairman of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee, said 
on the Senate �oor on April 2 
that the Senate’s move had been 
framed publicly as a cutback.
“Only in government can 

more money next year than this 
year be called a cut,” he said.

Georgia university system 
increases tuition 1%



Contributed
 Photos by Bonnie Hauesler

Fullington Academy’s Class of 2026 seniors 
were honored during a recent ceremony with 
Izzy Ross, Rylee Reed, Aubrey Pope, Abby 
Nixon, Keira Musselwhie, Brooklin Cromer, 
Kaitlyn Bloodworth, McKinley Causey, Hunter 
Smith, Charlie Jackson, Chase Hughes, Aidan 
Hill, Garlan Godfrey, John Wilson Floyd and 
Landon Cobb who received their Stoles and 
other cords during the event.

 Those eligible seniors and graduates could 
receive an Honor Grad Stole, Sr. Beta Cord, 
American Red Cross, Sports, FFA, Fine Arts or 
Yearbook Cord. Carson Stevens, Carli Gibson, 
Bethany Alexander, Evelyn Fletcher and Augie 
Harris won honor roll awards for outstanding 

scholastic achievement. 
*eorgia &ertificates oI 0erit Zere giYen to &arli 

Gibson and Carson Stevens.
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p o rts , w aiv er o f  s tatem ents , and/ o r g rant o f  
c ertain p o w ers  c o ntained in O . C . G. A.  §  53-
12 - 2 6 1. )  All interest ed p erso ns are h ereb y 
notified to show cause why said petition 
s h o u ld no t b e g ranted.  All o b j ec tio ns  to  
th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  f o rth  
th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns,  and 
must be filed with the Court on or before 
M ay  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6 .  
B E  N O TIFIE D  FU R THE R :  All o b j ect io ns 
to  th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  
f o rth  th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns.  
All o b j ect io ns sh o u ld b e sw o rn to  b ef o re 
a no tary p u b lic o r b ef o re a p ro b ate co u rt 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
w ith  yo u r o b j ect io ns,  u nless  yo u  q u alif y to  
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
c o u rt p ers o nnel f o r th e req u ired am o u nt 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
h earing  w ill b e sch edu led at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
b e g ranted w ith o u t h earing .  
R o o ney B o w en I I I
Ju dg e o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt 
B y:  D enal F lu ellen 
C lerk o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt 
D o o ly C o u nty Pro b ate C o u rt 
104  So u t h  Sec o nd Street V ienna, GA 
31092  
( 2 2 9)  2 6 8- 4 2 17  

Ap ril 30, M ay 7 , 14 , 2 1, 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 2 8
ST AT E  O F  GE O R GI A D O O L Y  C O UN T Y  
N O T I C E  T O  D E B I T O R S AN D  C R E D I -
T O R S 
R e:  Patrici a E .  R ig do n E st ate 
D an R .  Sp ires , J r. ,T em p o rary  Adm inis trato r 
o f  th e E st ate o f  Patrici a E .  R ig do n, h ereb y 
g ive s no tic e u nder Sect io n 53- 7 - 4 1 o f  th e 
O f f i c ial C o de o f  Geo rg ia Anno tated to  
all cr edito rs and cl aim ants o f  th e ab o ve -
nam ed dec edent’ s  es tate to  render in 
an ac c o u nt o f  th eir dem ands , p ro p erly  
attest ed, to  sa id T em p o rary Adm inist rato r.  
All p erso ns o w ing  to  th e est ate are also  
req u ired to  m ak e im m ediate p ay m ent 
to  th e T em p o rary  Adm inis trato r, w h o s e 
p o st al address is P. O .  B o x 937 , C o rdele, 
GA 31010.  D an R .  Sp ires,  Jr . , T em p o rary 
Adm inist rato r, 

M ay 7 , 14 , 2 1, 2 8, 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 2 6
IN  THE  PR O B A TE  C O U R T O F D O O L Y  

C O U N TY  
S TA TE  O F GE O R GIA

IN  R E :   E S TA TE  O F  Patsy  C hristine 
B ridges,  D E C E A S E D
E S TA TE  N O .   2 6 - 0 0 1 9
PE TITIO N  FO R  L E TE R S  O F A D M IN IS -

TR A TIO N
N O TIC E

T O :  AL L  I N T E R E ST E D  PAR T I E S:
C Y N THIA  B .  D O S S E TT h as p etitio ned f o r 
C Y N THIA  B .  D O S S E TT to  b e ap p o inted 
Adm inis trato r o f  th e es tate PA TS Y  C HR IS -
TIN E  B R ID GE S , dec eas ed, o f  s aid c o u nty .   
T h e p etitio ner h as  als o  ap p lied f o r w aiv er o f  
b o nd and g rant o f  c ertain p o w ers  c o ntained 
in O . C . G. A.  §  53- 12 - 2 6 1.   All interes ted 
parties are hereby notified to show cause 
w h y sa id Petitio n sh o u ld no t b e g ranted.  
All o b j ec tio ns  to  th e Petitio n m u s t b e in 
w riting , s etting  f o rth  th e g ro u nds  o f  any  
such objections, and must be filed with the 
C o u rt o n o r b ef o re Ju ne 1, 2 02 6 .   

B E  FU R THE R  N O TIFIE D :  All o b j ect io ns 
to  th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  
f o rth  th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns.  
All o b j ect io ns sh o u ld b e sw o rn to  b ef o re 
a no tary p u b lic o r b ef o re a p ro b ate co u rt 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
w ith  yo u r o b j ect io ns,  u nless yo u  q u alif y to  
file as an indigent party. Contact Probate 
C o u rt p erso nnel at th e f o llo w ing  address/
telep h o ne nu m b er f o r th e req u ired am o u nt 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
h earing  w ill b e sch edu led at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the Petition may 
b e g ranted w ith o u t a h earing .
R o o ney B o w en, I I I
Ju dg e o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt
B y:  D enal F lu ellen
C lerk o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt
104  So u th  Seco nd Steet
V ienna, GA 31092
( 2 2 9)  2 6 8- 4 2 17

Ap ril 30, M ay 7 , 14 , 2 1, 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 3 0
N O TIC E  TO  D E B TO R S  A N D  C R E D I-

TO R S  
ST AT E  O F  GE O R GI A
D O O L Y  C O UN T Y
I N  R E :  E ST AT E  O F  C H AR L I E  C .  D AN I L E S
All c redito rs  o f  th e es tate o f  s aid dec eas ed, 
late of said county, are not ified to render 
th eir dem ands to  th e u ndersi g ned acco rd-
ing  to  law , and all p ers o ns indeb ted to  sa id 
es tate are req u ired to  m ak e im m ediate 
p aym ent to  u s.
T h is     day o f   2 02 6 .
L ave rne H ill
309 Sp ru ce  L n
V ienna, GA 31092

M ay 14 , 2 1, 2 8, Ju ne 4 , 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 2 7
IN  THE  PR O B A TE  C O U R T O F D O O L Y  

C O U N TY  
S TA TE  O F GE O R GIA

IN  R E :   E S TA TE  O F N A T H A N  J E -
R O M E  J O R D A N ,  D E C E A S E D

E S TA TE  N O .   2 6 - 0 0 2 0
PE TITIO N  FO R  L E TE R S  O F A D M IN IS -

TR A TIO N
N O TIC E

T O :  AL L  I N T E R E ST E D  PAR T I E S:
C HR IS TO PHE R  D WA Y N E  J O R D A N  h as 
p etitio ned f o r C HR IS TO PHE R  D WA Y N E  
J O R D A N  to  b e ap p o inted Adm inist rato r o f  
th e est ate N A THA N  J E R O M E  J O R D A N , 
dece ase d, o f  sa id co u nty .   T h e p etitio ner 
h as also  ap p lied f o r w aive r o f  b o nd and 
g rant o f  c ertain p o w er s  c o ntained in 
O . C . G. A.  §  53- 12 - 2 6 1.   All interes ted 
parties are hereby notified to show cause 
w h y sa id Petitio n sh o u ld no t b e g ranted.  
All o b j ec tio ns  to  th e Petitio n m u s t b e in 
w riting , s etting  f o rth  th e g ro u nds  o f  any  
such objections, and must be filed with the 
C o u rt o n o r b ef o re J u ne 1 ,  2 0 2 6 .   
B E  FU R THE R  N O TIFIE D :  All o b j ect io ns 
to  th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  
f o rth  th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns.  
All o b j ect io ns s h o u ld b e sw o rn to  b ef o re 
a no tary p u b lic o r b ef o re a p ro b ate co u rt 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
w ith  yo u r o b j ect io ns,  u nless yo u  q u alif y to  
file as an indigent party. Contact Probate 
C o u rt p erso nnel at th e f o llo w ing  address/
telep h o ne nu m b er f o r th e req u ired am o u nt 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
h earing  w ill b e sch edu led at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the Petition may 
b e g ranted w ith o u t a h earing .
R o o ney B o w en, I I I
Ju dg e o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt
B y:  D enal F lu ellen
C lerk o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt
104  So u th  Seco nd Steet
V ienna, GA 31092
( 2 2 9)  2 6 8- 4 2 17

 M ay 7 , 14 , 2 1, 2 8, 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 2 9
N O TIC E  TO  D E B TO R S  A N D  C R E D I-

TO R S

  Undersi g ned, H enry C h rist o p h er 
M o o re and M o llie W illiam s,  C o - E xe cu to rs 
o f  th e E st ate o f  C h arles F rederick M o o re, 
h ereb y g ive s in term s o f  est ab lish -
m ent co m p risi ng  Sect io n 53- 7 - 4 1 o f  
the Official Code of Georgia Annotated 
no tice  to  all cr edito rs and cl aim ants o f  
th e ab o ve  nam ed dece dent’ s est ate to  
render in an acco u nt o f  th eir dem ands,  
p ro p erly attest ed, to  sa id C o - E xe cu to rs 
and all p erso ns o w ing  to  sa id est ate are 
req u ired to  m ake  p ro m p t p aym ent to  sa id 
C o - E xe cu to rs h avi ng  p o st al addresse s 
o f  4 2 32  T illm an B lu f f  R o ad, V aldo st a, GA  
316 02 , and P.  O .  B o x 1194 , H aw ki nsvi lle, 
GA  31036 , resp ect iv ely .
H enry C h rist o p h er M o o re and M o llie W il-
liam s
C o - E xe cu to rs
L AW  O F F I C E  O F  N I C H O L SO N  C .  
E D W AR D S, L L C
Atto rney f o r C o - E xe cu to rs

M ay 14 , 2 1, 2 8, Ju ne 4 , 2 02 6

N O 2 6 - 0 2 5
IN  THE  PR O B A TE  C O U R T O F D O O L Y  

C O U N TY  
S TA TE  O F GE O R GIA  

IN  R E :  E S TA TE  O F C O N S TA N C E  M A R I-
L Y N  HA R PE ,  D E C E A S E D  
E S TA TE  N O .  2 6 - 0 0 1 6  
PE TITIO N  FO R  L E TTE R S  O F A D M IN IS -

TR A TIO N  N O TIC E  
T O :  AL L  I N T E R E ST E D  PAR T I E S and to  
w h o m  it m ay co nce rn:  

K E N T HA R PE  A N D  S A R A H M E GA N  
S M ITH h as p etitio ned f o r K E N T HA R PE  
A N D  S A R A H M E G A N  S M ITH t o  b e 
ap p o inted adm inis trato r( s )  o f  th e es tate 
o f  C O N S TA N C E  M A R IL Y N  HA R PE  de-
c eas ed, o f  s aid c o u nty .  ( T h e p etitio ner h as  
also  ap p lied f o r w aive r o f  b o nd, w aive r o f  
rep o rts , w aiv er o f  s tatem ents , and/ o r g rant 
o f  ce rtain p o w ers co ntained in O . C . G. A.  
§  53- 12 - 2 6 1. )  All interes ted p ers o ns  are 
hereby notified to show cause why said pe-
titio n sh o u ld no t b e g ranted.  All o b j ect io ns 
to  th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  
f o rth  th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns,  
and must be filed with the Court on or 
b ef o re J u ne 1 ,  2 0 2 6 .  
B E  N O TIFIE D  FU R THE R :  All o b j ect io ns 
to  th e p etitio n m u st  b e in w riting , se tting  
f o rth  th e g ro u nds o f  any su ch  o b j ect io ns.  
All o b j ect io ns sh o u ld b e sw o rn to  b ef o re 
a no tary p u b lic o r b ef o re a p ro b ate co u rt 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
w ith  yo u r o b j ect io ns,  u nless yo u  q u alif y to  
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
c o u rt p ers o nnel f o r th e req u ired am o u nt 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
h earing  w ill b e sch edu led at a later date.  
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
b e g ranted w ith o u t a h earing .  
R o o ney B o w en I I I
Ju dg e o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt’  
B y:  D enal F lu ellen
C lerk o f  th e Pro b ate C o u rt 
D o o ly  C o u nty  Pro b ate C o u rt 104  So u th  
Seco nd Street 
V ienna, GA 31092  
( 2 2 9)  2 6 8- 4 2 17  

Ap ril 30, M ay 7 , 14 , 2 1, 2 02 6

E N D  L E GAL S

SGBC Announces Local 
2026 Julian & Jan Hester Memorial Scholarship Winners

By SGBC
TIFTON, GA—Emily Thomp-

son, a senior at Colquitt County 
High School, has been selected 
as the local winner of the Julian 
& Jan Hester Memorial Scholar-
ship by South Georgia Banking 
Company. Thompson received 
a $500 scholarship from South 
Georgia Banking Company as 
the winner and will move on for 
consideration in the statewide 
selection process for one of four 
$1,000 scholarships, sponsored 
by the Community Bankers As-
sociation (CBA). 
Thompson was chosen through 

a panel of local judges for her 
exceptional academic work, 
SAT scores, and community 
involvement. In addition to 

her academic work at Colquitt 
County High School, she has 
also done dual enrollment at 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College for the past two years. 
She plans to attend the Uni-

versity of Georgia or Georgia 
Southern University after grad-
uation. 
Tucker Moore, a senior at Tift 

County High School, and Lyla 
Scott, a senior at Wilcox Coun-

ty High School, were chosen 
as runners up. Both Moore and 
Scott will also be considered for 
one of the four $1,000 scholar-
ships in the statewide selection 
process. 

“We are so excited to support 
Emily, Tucker, and Lyla in their 
pursuit of higher education,” 
said Sam McCard, Bank Presi-
dent. “We believe that young 
people are our future. By of-
fering a local scholarship and 
sponsoring applications for stu-
dents in South Georgia to move 
onto the statewide Julian & 
Jan Hester Memorial Scholar-
ship selection, we are proud to 
help connect exceptional local 
students with an opportunity to 
fund their future.”
The Julian & Jan Hester Me-

morial Scholarship, sponsored 
by the Community Bankers 
Association, awards $1,000 
scholarships to four high school 
seniors who plan to attend a 
Georgia college/university/

technical school each year. Lo-
cal banks like SGBC help iden-
tify and nominate outstanding 
students from their communi-
ties.
The Julian & Jan Hester Me-

morial Scholarship is named 
after long-time CBA Chief Ex-
ecutiYe 2Ificer, the late -ulian 
Hester and his late daughter, Jan 
Hester. Jan was a senior at the 
University of Georgia when she 
died in an auto accident in April 
of 1990. In addition to support-
ing community banking, this 
scholarship is an opportunity 
to pass on the positive qualities 
both Julian and Jan Hester ex-
emSlified to Iurther the deYel-
opment of tomorrow’s genera-
tions.

Photos Contributed 
Emily Thompson (left); Tucker Moore (center); Lyla Scott (right)

DCHS Teacher of the 
Year Announced

Contributed
Dooly County High School 

is proud to recognize “Pro-
fessor” Juone Brown as 
our 2026-2027 Teacher of 
the Year. We are incredibly 
grateful for your dedica-
tion, passion, and the posi-
tive impact you make on our 
students every day. Thank 
you for all that you do to 
inspire success and support 
our school community. Con-
gratulations on this well-de-
served honor.

DCES Teacher Earns Master’s

Contributed
Congratulations to Ms. Kamilya Henderson, 

first grade teacher at '&(6 on earning her 0as-
ter’s Degree in Teaching from Georgia Southern 
University. Your dedication, perseverance, and 
commitment to education continue to inspire 
those around you. 

This accomSlishment is a true reflection oI 
your hard work and passion for making a differ-
ence in the lives of students. Dooly K-8 Acad-
emy is proud to celebrate this major milestone 
with you. Wishing you continued success as you 
soar to even greater heights.

Celebrating Excellence 
in the Classroom

Contributed
Congratulations to Mrs. Consuela Woodson on 

receiving the My Teacher is Tops Award. Her 
story aired last Wednesday morning and evening 
on 13 WMAZ. A special thank you to Jakayla 
Baldwin for recognizing and nominating such an 
outstanding educator.
 Mrs. Woodson’s dedication, passion, and com-

mitment to her students truly make a lasting im-
pact every day. We are so proud to have you as 
part of our school family. This honor is well de-
served.

FA Seniors Honored
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DCHS All-Area Soccer Selections
Contributed

Dooly County High School had the following 
All-Area selections for our Women’s Soccer pro-
gram: First Team All-Area: Sherly Sandoval, So-

phia Gracia and Shortin Woodard. Second team 
All Area: Jorish Woodard and Yaneli Velasquez. 
We’re extremely proud of our girls for being se-
lected to the different area teams.

Photo Contributed 
Sheryl Sandoval

Photo Contributed 
Shortin Woodard

Photo Contributed 
Sophia Gracia

Signing Day 2026

Contributed
Signing day for Alex Mendez and Michael Hyatt 

Jr. was held last Friday, May 15 in the high school 
library. Alex signed his Letter of Intent to play 
at Andrew College this fall. Michael signed his 

LOI to play at Central Georgia Technical College. 
We’re extremely proud of Alex and Michael for 
earning their scholarship offer and we’re grateful 
to share this moment with them.

Dooly County Athletics Honored
Contributed

Dooly County Athletics is 
proud to announce that we were 
selected as the GHSA Region 
Runner-Up for the Sportsman-
ship Award during the 2025–
2026 Athletic Season. 
This recognition reflects the 

dedication, character, and pride 
shown by our student-athletes, 
coaches, staff, families, and 
fans throughout the year. From 
the classroom to the field, court, 
track, and sidelines, Bobcat Na-
tion continues to represent Doo-
ly County with class, respect 

and pride. 
Thank you to everyone who 

played a role in making this 
achievement possible. We are 
proud of the culture we continue 
to build together both in compe-
tition and in our community.

FA Jr. BETA Putting in 
Community Service Hours

Contributed
Fullington Academy Jr Beta 

members have been working on 
community service hours. Mak-
ing a difference one service at a 
time. We are proud of our mem-
bers for dedicating time and en-
ergy to help in our community. 
Through hard work, kindness, 
and leadership they continue 
to show what it means to ‘Lead 
by Serving’. Thank you for giv-
ing back and representing our 
school with excellence. First 
place: Madelyn Thompson, 

Second place: Eli Chitwood 
Third place: Ellie Claire Will-

cox.



Valedictorian
Javis Bennett

Salutatorian
Kaleb Green
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Beard Insurance Agency

478-627-3029
1985 Pine Street, Unadilla, GA 31091

Congratulations to the
Class of 2026!

Wishing you the best in all of your 
future endeavors.

You hold the key 
to your future, 
and we hope 

many doors of 
opportunity   

are unlocked.

CONGRATULATIONS!

203 West Cotton Street
Vienna, Georgia 31092 www.cityofvienna.org

Class of 2026!

We are proud of all of our 
graduating seniors.www.doolychamber.com

www.bigpigjig.com

P . O . B ox  3 0 8 ,  V i en n a,  G A   3 1 0 9 2
229-268-8275

DOOLY COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Rhonda@bigpigjig.com

Congratulations to all of 
our graduates! We are 

proud of you.

DOOLY
COUNTY

HIGH SCHOOL

FULLINGTON 
ACADEMY
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Dooly County Local 
School Board 
Governance

Ms. Sherri Taylor- District 1 (Chair)
Mr. Norman F. Dexter- District 2

Ms. Minnie Harper- District 3
Dr. Sherrod Willaford- Superintendent 

Mrs. Miranda Barron- District 5 (Vice Chair)
Mr. Michael Bowens- District 4

 DOOLY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Class of 2026! 
We are proud of you!

Best wishes! 
We are proud of you!
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Angelica 
Gomez 

Choquin

Angel 
Hillmon

Ambria 
Cotton

Alex 
Mendez

Aleesiah 
Taylor

Ahmaji 
Felton

Cecil 
King

Camille 
Taylor

Brexston 
Gaston

Ashly Marleny 
Bautista 
Zacarias

Antrevious 
Ross

Antavious 
Hunter

Co’Lexius 
Mincey

Christopher  
Courson

Chassidy 
Bell

Chartavious 
Burke

Chartasia 
Thomas

Celina 
Howell

Eddie 
McWilliams

Donovan 
Stepter

Devin 
Peterson

Deiona 
Lewis

Damien 
Horne

Damian 
Rodriguez

Hugo Reyes-
Godinez

Francisco 
Rodriguez

Evelyn 
Diaz

Emily 
Garcia

Elysiah 
Armstrong

Eileen 
Rivera
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Javar 
Whitehead

Janiyah 
Fluellen

Jamarius 
Nicey

Jamari 
Buckles

Ja’Mya 
McNair

Ja’Cambrian 
Dawson

Jose Caxaj 
Garcia

Jorish 
Woodard

Jocelyn 
Presley

Jocelyn 
Guthrie

Jeremy
 Perez

Javis 
Bennett

Kaylee 
Courson

Kavielle 
Rollins

Katelynn 
Foster

Karen 
Gonzalez

Kaleb 
Green

Joshua
 Hyatt

Kira 
Spivey

Kimora 
Odom

Kieandria 
Spivey

Kentavious 
Lucas

Kennedy 
Barron

Ke’Ayjah 
Gaston

Miracle 
West

Mi’Kiya 
Daniels

MaSiyah 
Hamilton

Markevion 
Riggins

Lydia 
Gomez

Lamarcus 
Spivey

Scotty 
Freeman

Ryhanna 
West

Rosvin 
Pelico-Calel

Rosa Maria 
Tercero-
Antonio

Rashaud 
Merrell

Nazya 
Hooks
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CITY OF UNADILLA
As y� j�rney d�n the �acks of life,

rememb� that y�r h�et�n is 
pr�d of y� f� all y� have 
achieved thus f�, and we �e 

r�ting f� a c�tinued 
path of success and happiness.

‘26
Class Of

CONGRATULATIONS,
GRADUATES!

Sonia 
Perez

Sherly 
Sandoval 
Guarcha

Shaniyah 
Porter

Shamari 
Webb

Sha’Kayla 
Walker

Seven 
Sutton

Tray-Len 
Fleming

Tovirus 
Fleming

Thailyn 
Bryant

Tariah 
Gates

�e News Observer
�e Legal Organ of Dooly County

Congratulations to 
the graduates of 
Dooly County!
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Fullington Academy 56th Annual Commencement
By Tim Franzén

News Observer Reporter
Fullington Academy’s Class 

of 2026 celebrated last Friday 
during commencement exercis-
es held in the gym. Mr. Russell 
Lawley, head of school recog-
nized the Valedictorian, Salu-
tatorian and STAR student and 
presented scholarships to the 
graduates. 
�e Valedictorian and STAR 

student Aidan Hill along with 
Salutatorian McKinley Causey 
were presented with a medal in 
honor of their hard work and 
dedication in obtaining their 
academic achievements. Aidan 
Hill had a 4.0 GPA and received 
the Dooly County System wide 
STAR student award as well. He 
also received recognition for 
highest cumulative average in 
math, science and history. 
Aidan also selected Ms. Mi-

chelle Hughes as his STAR 
teacher. Salutatorian McKin-
ley Causey also had a 4.0 GPA 
during her high school career. 
Also, John Wilson Floyd re-
ceived an award for the high-
est average in career technical 
classes. Numerous grads re-
ceived recognition for their 
academic success including 
Kaitlyn Bloodworth, McKinley 
Causey, Landon Cobb, Brooklin 
Cromer, Garlan Godfrey, Aidan 
Hill, Chase Hughes, Charlie 
Jackson and Keira Musselwhite. 
Presentation of gi�s to honor 
grads was by Madison Lam-
berth, vice-president and Abby 
Mixon. 
Abbie Nixon, Aubrie Pope, 

Rylee Reed, Isabella Ross and 
Hunter Smith were given a 
spotlight for participating in 
the dual enrollment program 
at South Ga. Technical College. 
John Wilson Floyd also was rec-
ognized for his achievements 
in the welding program. �e 
Scholar Athlete Scholarship re-
cipient for 2026 went to McKin-
ley Causey who was a partici-
pant in �ve sports in one year. 
Keira Musselwhite received the 

FFA award for participating in 
agricultural classes all four years 
of high school. A community 
scholarship was also awarded 
to Keira Musselwhite and Chase 
Hughes for their meaningful 
impact to the Fullington com-
munity. 
Fullington’s Valedictorian 

Aidan Hill spoke during the 
56th annual commencement, “I 
want to start where everything 
starts with family. Mom, thank 
you for putting up with me. For 
teaching me to make the right 
decisions even when I didn’t 

want to hear it. For loving me 
without conditions and with-
out limits. You believed I could 
do this long before I did, and I 
wouldn’t be standing here with-
out you. Dad, thank you for be-
ing the blueprint of what a good 
man is supposed to be. You’ve 
helped me prepare for every-
thing-sports, interviews, tests, 
hard conversations, and yes, this 
speech because I had absolutely 
no idea how to write one. You al-
ways knew what I needed, even 
when I didn’t ask. To my sis-
ter, thank you for making high 
school easier by charming every 
teacher before I ever walked into 
their classroom. You set the bar 
high and gave me something 
worth chasing. And just so you 
know, I won. �e competition I 
made up between us? I won it. 
To my classmates, you kept me 

on track, reminded me about 
due dates I would have absolute-
ly missed, and made learning 
feel less like a chore and more 
like something we were �guring 
out together. I hate studying. But 
learning with you? �at I didn’t 
mind at all. And to my teachers, 
thank you for doing your best 
with me, which I know wasn’t 
always easy. You have been a 
second family. From elementa-
ry school to today, you shaped 
the way I think, the way I work, 
and the way I see the world. I 
couldn’t have asked for better 
people to send me into what 
comes next. 
Obstacles don’t care how big or 

small they are. �ey don’t care 
whether they make sense. �ey 
show up. And when they do, 
you have a choice: back down, 

or get back up. Working through 
hard things can feel like trudg-
ing through mud: exhausting, 
slow, frustrating. It can feel raw, 
like a cut to the face. But skin 
knits itself back together. Scars 
fade. And what stays with you 
isn’t the pain, it’s the resilience, 
the wisdom, the quiet knowl-
edge that you’ve been through 
something hard and you made 
it through. 
Romans 5:3-5 puts it better 

than I ever could: ‘We rejoice 
in our su�erings, knowing that 
su�ering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces char-
acter, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us 
to shame.’ Endurance. Charac-
ter. Hope. �at’s the sequence. 
�at’s the path forward. Class 
of 2026, we made it. Not with-
out struggle, not without scars, 
but we made it. Fall. Get back 
up. Keep going. �at’s all any of 
us can do and it turns out, that’s 
enough.” 
�e Salutatorian McKinley 

Causey during her address 
shared, “For Garlan (Godfrey) 
John Wilson, Rylee (Reed) and 
myself, this journey started in 
3K before we knew what GPA 
meant, before senior schedules, 
before college applications, 
before any of us could imag-
ine standing here tonight. We 
learned our ABCs together, sat 
crisscross, applesauce during 
story time, and probably cried 
at least once when our parents 
dropped us o� at school. Others 
joined our class later along the 
way in elementary school, mid-
dle school, or high school. 
But one of the special things 

about Fullington is that eventu-
ally it stopped mattering when 
you arrived. Somewhere along 
the way, we became one class, 
one team, and one family. �at’s 
the thing about a small school. 
In bigger schools, it’s easy to get 
lost in the crowd. But here, peo-
ple know your name. Teachers 
know your strengths and your 
struggles. Coaches push you be-
cause they believe in you. And 
classmates become more than 
classmates, they become part of 
your story. We grew up together 
in these hallways. 
One day we were lining up for 

recess, and the next we were 
lining up for senior pictures. 
One day graduation felt impos-
sibly far away, and now we’re 
here wondering how it arrived 
so quickly. �ere’s excitement 
about what comes next. Some of 
us are heading to college. Some 
are pursuing careers. Some may 
still be �guring things out. But 
there’s also something bitter-
sweet about realizing this chap-
ter of our lives is ending. For 
years, these people have been 
our everyday life. �e faces in 
this room became familiar in 
the way only a small school can 
create. We celebrated victories 
together, supported each oth-
er through di�cult moments, 
laughed at inside jokes nobody 
else would understand, and 
built memories that became the 
soundtrack of our childhood. 
And now, for the �rst time, 

life will pull us in di�erent di-
rections. But I think one of the 
greatest gi�s Fullington gave us 
is this: we learned that success 
is important, but relationships 

matter more. We learned disci-
pline, responsibility, and hard 
work. But we also learned kind-
ness, loyalty, and community. 
We learned that being known 
matters. 
Before I close, I want to take a 

moment to thank my family, es-
pecially my mom and my sister. 
Mom, thank you for being my 
constant, for every sacri�ce you 
made that I didn’t always see, 
and for believing in me even on 
the days I didn’t believe in my-
self. Your strength carried me 
further than you know. And to 
my sister, thank you for being 
my built-in best friend for the 
laughter, the honesty, and for 
always reminding me who I am 
when I forget. I also want to take 
a moment to remember my Dad, 
who isn’t here with us today. He 
was my biggest supporter, and 
no matter what I was facing, he 
always said the same thing: ‘Just 
try your hardest, and everything 
will work out.’ Even though he 
isn’t here, I carry his love and 
his lessons in everything I do. I 
hope I’ve made him proud, and 
I’ll keep trying to do so with ev-
ery step I take forward. I hope 

wherever life takes us, we never 
forget where we started. I hope 
we never forget the people who 
helped shape us. And I hope we 
never forget this small school 
that gave us a place to belong 
before we even knew how much 
that mattered. Tonight is not the 
end of our story. It’s simply the 
last verse we all sing together.”
 Shan Akin, chairman, board 

of directors handed out diplo-
mas. �e graduates were then 
instructed to turn their tassels. 
Landon Cobb shared memo-

ries of his experiences with each 
member of the Class of 2026. 
�at was followed by a video 
presentation. Honor Graduate 
Rylee Reed spoke at the com-
mencement and welcomed 
everyone to the ceremony. 
�e Invocation was by Kaitlyn 
Bloodworth and Charlie Jack-
son presented the benediction. 
�e graduation ceremony end-
ed with the traditional tossing 
of the mortar boards.

Photo by Bonnie Hauesler 
The Fullington Academy Class of 2026 graduates

Kaitlyn Bloodworth, McKinley Causey, Landon Cobb, Brooklin Cromer, John Wilson Floyd IV, Garlan Godfrey, Aidan Hill, Chase Hughes, Charles Jackson, Keira Musselwhite, 
Abbie Nixon, Aubrie Pope, Rylee Reed, Isabella Ross and Hunter Smith.

Photos by Bonnie Hauesler 
Fullington Academy grads during their traditional tossing of the mortar boards.

The Fullington Academy Class of 2026 celebrating the beginning of a new chapter in their lives.

Photos by Bonnie Hauesler 
Valedictorian Aidan Hill and Salutatorian McKinley Causey
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Established 1970

�e mission of Fullington 
Academy is to provide a 

complete education 
program in a safe,

 Christian environment. 
We are committed to 
promoting social and 

civic responsibility along 
with education to develop 

compassionate, self-directed 
lifelong learners.
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WE ARE PROUD 
OF YOU.

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS 

OF 2026!
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SHERIFF CRAIG PEAVY
& STAFF

We Celebrate 
and 

Congratulate You!

Wishing the Class of 2026
a prosperous future

 and praying
   you stay safe 

and secure.

brannen-nesmith.com

1411 E Union St
Vienna, GA 31092
229-268-2311

1121 Borum St.
Unadilla, GA 31091

478-627-3094

Cheers to the 
Graduating 

Class of  2026!
We Are Proud of  You.

we hope your tassel unlocks 
the door to a bright future.

Marlene Kimball, Assoc. Broker
229-938-4727

www.yourcomfortablehome.com
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When the Pests Grow- “Call Astro”
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