
By Peach County Government
Representatives from Peach Coun-

ty’s administrative team attended 
the Blue Bird School Bus Foun-
dation Spring 2026 Awards Cere-
mony, where grants were awarded 
to organizations and programs 
dedicated to advancing education, 
health, safety, and youth develop-
ment throughout Central Georgia. 
Attending on behalf of Peach 

County Government were Jillian 
Bowen, County Administrator; Au-
drey Jernigan, County Clerk; and 
Wade Yoder, County Commission-
er At-Large.
Several organizations serving 

Peach County and the surrounding 
region were recognized as grant re-
cipients, including:
Boys & Girls Club of Central 

Georgia
Brave Meadows �erapeutic Rid-

ing Center
Fort Valley Youth Center of Excel-

lence
Macon RBI
Peach Association for Intellectually 

Disabled – Kay Center
Peach County Extension 4-H
Peach County High School Tech-

nology Program

Safe Kids Central Georgia
Sleep in Heavenly Peace GA – Ma-

con Chapter
United in Pink
United Way of Central Georgia – 

Read United Peach County
Peach County appreciates the con-

tinued investment the Blue Bird 

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. – �e 40th 
annual Peach Festival is almost 
here! �e festival will take place 
in Fort Valley on Friday, June 5 
and Saturday, June 6. �e festi-
val will take place the following 
weekend, on Saturday, June 13 
in Byron.
�e Peach Festival will include 

numerous events and activities 
scheduled to honor local peach 
growers and showcase the cities 
of Fort Valley and Byron as well 
as Peach County itself. �is fes-
tival will feature arts and cra�s 
vendors, kids zones, food ven-
dors, live music and �reworks 
shows.
�e Fort Valley Peach Festival 

will start around 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, June 5, and continue into 
Saturday, June 6, in Downtown 
Fort Valley. �e festival will be-
gin with the grand opening of 
the vendors and festival activi-
ties. �e main stage will feature 
various talents in the Friday 

Kicko� Party, including AJ the 
DJ and LadiT. �e event will end 
at 10 p.m.
Saturday will start with the “Fill 

the Boots for Burns” Pancake 
Breakfast from 7 to 10 a.m. at 
the Fort Valley Fire Department 
on 204 West Church Street, 
which costs $10. �e Peachy pa-
rade will start at 10 a.m. sharp 

followed by the introduction of 
the Georgia Peach Queens at the 
Bandstand. �roughout the day, 
live music will play, with artists 
including Tu Voz Latina and 
Midnight Cruzer. 
�e McArthur-Saxon House 

will hold the Historical Society 
Chicken Salad Lunch around 
11 a.m. with the cost being $18. 

�e Car and Bike show will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. At 
11:30, the Magic of Evan Dupree 
will perform at the Austin �e-
ater, with children under 5-years 
old getting in for free. Tickets 
for children over the age of 5 are 
$3, and tickets for adults are $6. 
�e evening will end with a laser 
show around 8:30 p.m.
Of course, it wouldn’t be the 

Peach Festival without the 
world’s largest peach cobbler! 
For the few that don’t know, 
the Peach Festival has a cus-
tom-built oven that will house 
the 11 by 5 feet and about eight 
inches deep cobbler, with the 
dessert being ready around 2 
p.m. on Saturday. �e recipe 
calls for 75 gallons of sliced fresh 
Georgia peaches, 150 pounds of 
self-rising �our, 150 pounds of 
sugar, 32 gallons of milk and 90 
pounds of butter. �e ingredi-
ents are mixed in six clean trash 
cans with clean boat paddles 
and the dessert takes a mini-
mum of four hours to bake. Lo-

cal peach growers Lane South-
ern Orchard, Pearson Farm, and 
Dickey Farms, will be providing 
the fresh, locally grown peaches.
�e Byron Peach Festival will 

take place June 13, starting at 
noon in North Peach Park. Mu-
sic will be provided by the Class 
Act Band of Middle Georgia and 
Mother’s Finest. �e evening 
will end with a �reworks show.
According to the Georgia Peach 

Festival’s website; “�e Georgia 
Peach Festival was revived in 
1986 to honor peach growers for 
their contribution to our state’s 
economy and to the food indus-
try nationwide. It also is a great 
opportunity to showcase all the 
good things Byron and Fort 
Valley have to o�er. �e Peach 
Festival holds the distinction of 
being the only state-sanctioned 
food festival.”
�e Peach Festival’s website 

states that; “Between 1922-26, 
Fort Valley greeted the �rst 
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Victim in Westside 
Villa Apartments 

shooting dies 2 weeks 
later at hospital

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. — A man 
who was shot at Westside Villas 
in Fort Valley two weeks ago has 
died.
According to Peach County 

Coroner Kerry Rooks, Kalan 
Nathaniel �arpe died at Atri-
um Health Navicent in Macon 
just before 11 a.m. on Friday, 
May 22. He said �arpe’s body 
will be taken to the GBI Crime 
Lab for an autopsy. 
On May 7, around 1:40 p.m. 

at an apartment complex on 
Brooks Boulevard, Fort Valley 
police found �arpe su�ering 
from a gunshot wound. He was 
taken to the hospital in critical 
condition, according to Fort 
Valley Police Chief David Wil-
son. 
�is case remains under active 

investigation, with the GBI as-
sisting in the case. Anyone with 
information related to this in-
cident is encouraged to contact 
the Fort Valley Police Depart-
ment at (478) 825-3383.

Peach Festival to celebrate 
four decades this weekend

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

FORT VALLEY, Ga. — �e 
Highway 96 and 341 railroad 
intersection is complete, a�er 
nearly a decade of planning and 
two years of construction, and is 
projected to ease tra�c conges-
tion in Fort Valley.
On Friday, May 22, local and 

state leaders gathered for a rib-

bon-cutting ceremony at the 
Highway 96 and 341 railroad in-
tersection. �e intersection had 
previously been a major concern 
for drivers due to consistent, 
heavy tra�c congestion. 
�e design for the new inter-

section is expected to improve 
tra�c �ow both into and out of 
downtown Fort Valley and re-
duce gridlock and tra�c bottle-
necks when trains pass through 

Fort Valley. 
Peach County Commissioner 

Wade Yoder worked as the liai-
son for the project between the 
Peach County Board of Com-
missioners and the Georgia De-
partment of Transportation. He 
explained that he felt a personal 
responsibility for the project, as 

Fort Valley’s railroad 
intersection project 

completed, aims to ease 
traffic congestion

PEACH FESTIVAL
CONTINUED PG 5A  
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Blue Bird School Bus Foundation Invests in Georgia’s 
&hildren Zith *rants for �� /ocal NonproÞts

Photo Contributed
5epresentatives from the �� nonprofit organi]ations recogni]ed as recipients of the %lue %ird 6chool %us )oundation 6pring 2�2� grant awards.

Photo Contributed
The Kay Center

11 LOCAL NONPROFITS
CONTINUED PG 2A  
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L og ics  and  Accuracy tes ting
L og ics  and A ccuracy tes ting  will be held J une 4th,  2026 ,  f or the J une 
1 6 ,  2026 ,  G eneral Prim ary/ Nonp artis an Runof f  election. L ocation will 

be at the Peach County G ov ernm ent Center located at 
902 Cam p us  Dr. Fort Valley,  G a 3 1 03 0. 

T es ting  will beg in at 1 0: 00am - until.

    E arly tabulation f or the J une 1 6 th,  2026 ,  G eneral Prim ary/
Nonp artis an Runof f  election will beg in on J une 1 6 th,  2026 ,  at 

4: 00p m . L ocation will be at the Peach County G ov ernm ent center 
L ocated at 902 Cam p us  Dr. Fort Valley,  G a 3 1 03 0.

11 LOCAL NONPRIFITS
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Photo Contributed 
Peach County Extension 4-H

Photo Contributed 
Peach County High School Technology Program

Photo Contributed 
Fort Valley Youth Center of Excellence

School Bus Foundation makes 
in programs and initiatives that 
strengthen our communities 
and positively impact the lives 
of local families and youth.
Statement from Blue Bird, 

“Georgia has been Blue Bird’s 
home for nearly a century, and 
we are proud to serve as a good 

corporate citizen in the commu-
nities where we live and work,” 
said Blue Bird president and 
CEO John Wyskiel. “By invest-
ing in the education, health and 
safety of children in our home 
state, we hope to help meet crit-
ical community needs and set 
young people up for long-term 

success.”
We’ve reinforced our com-

mitment to improving the ed-
ucation, health and safety of 
Georgia’s children by awarding 
$81,000 to 11 local nonpro�t 
organizations during the �rst 
community empowerment 
event of the year!

*eorgia Yoters to get Þnal looN at 
runoff candidates in 6unday and 

0onday debates
By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Voters recover-

ing from the long list of candi-
dates that greeted them on their 
primary election ballots last 

week will have to return to the 
polls soon for runo� elections.
�e Atlanta Press Club will 

help voters make informed 
choices with a �nal round of 
livestreamed debates Sunday 
and Monday.

It is the latest installment in a 
two-decade tradition that “pro-
vides the most comprehensive, 
timely and widely viewed series 
of political debates during every 

Citizenship Award presented 
to Mr. Grayson Smith at 

American Legion Post 76

By Ricardo Marshall
Public Relations Officer
American Legion Post 76

Fort Valley, Georgia
On Saturday, May 30, 2026, 

American Legion Post 76 of 
Fort Valley proudly present-
ed its Citizenship Award to 
Greyson Smith.
Greyson, the son of Chad 

Smith of Byron, Georgia, re-
cently completed his studies 
at Byron Middle School and 

will attend Peach County High 
School as a freshman this fall.
For the past three years, 

Greyson faithfully volunteered 
to raise the American �ag at his 
school each day, performing this 
responsibility rain or shine. His 
dedication, consistency, and re-
spect for the nation made him a 
deserving recipient of this year’s 
Citizenship Award.
Following the presentation, 

Greyson was asked why he 
chose to volunteer for this duty 

every day for three consecutive 
years.
His response was simple, yet 

powerful:
“I love America.”
American Legion Post 76 

commends Greyson for his 
outstanding example of citizen-
ship, patriotism, and service. 
Young people such as Greyson 
represent the values that help 
strengthen our communities 
and inspire future generations.

Photo Contributed 
Greyson Smith proudly displays his American Legion Post 76 Citizenship Award after being recognized 
for raising the $merican Áag every school day for three years. :hen asNed why he volunteered for the 

responsiEility� his answer was simple� ¶, love $merica.p.

City of Fort Valley looks 
to complete 2023 audit 

by end of month
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
FORT VALLEY, Ga. — �e 

City of Fort Valley is looking to 
complete the 2023 audit by the 
end of June 2026, with the audit 
being presented to the council 
during their June board meeting 
on June 18.
During a called meeting on 

Wednesday, May 27, Keith Hun-
dley of Carr, Riggs & Ingram, 
LLC went over his �rm’s �nd-
ings in the 2023 audit as well as 
discussed the need of a correc-
tive action plan to �nish the au-
dit. He listed multiple �ndings 
and compliance issues, stating 
that numerous adjustments to 
the audit had to be made.
Previously in 2023, a�er the 

2019 audit was completed, Hun-
dley and his team projected to 
have the 2023 audit done by the 
end of the 2024 �nancial year. 
However, due to misplaced and 
missing receipts and documen-
tation of �nancial transactions, 
he and his team have been re-
constructing the information. 
When it comes to audits, if there 
is any information missing it has 
to be found forensically or o�-

cially reconstructed.
As Hundley reviewed the audit, 

he listed multiple compliance is-
sues, many of which have been 
recurring issues throughout the 
previous audits. 
One of the main issues was the 

segregation of duties. Hundley 
stated that steps should be taken 
to separate employee duties so 
that no one individual has the 
authority to authorize, record, 
or reconcile transactions. How-
ever, Hundley stated that o�en 
with smaller towns that isn’t al-
ways possible.
�e next �nding was the city 

failed systemically to reconcile 
account balances and ledgers, 
which led to material adjust-
ments for the �nancial record. 
Hundley stated that revenues 
and expenditures were not 
properly recorded. 
Hundley discussed the issue of 

document retention, stating that 
his sta� and the city’s interim �-
nancial director had signi�cant 
di�culty in �nding documen-
tation of the city’s �nancial re-
cords. 
�e next �nding was a lack 

of quali�cations and training, 
which Hundley tied back into 

the expenditures, revenue ac-
cruals, and various account 
balances not being properly re-
corded.
One of the �ndings was a 

non-compliance issue, which 
has been in the previous audits 
as well. �e city did not comply 
with the O�cial Code of Geor-
gia (O.C.G.A.), Section 48-8-
121(a)(1). 
O.C.G.A. 48-8-121(a)(1) man-

dates that Special Purpose Lo-
cal Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) 
proceeds must be used exclu-
sively for the purposes speci�ed 
in the resolution or ordinance 
passed to impose the tax. It also 
requires that funds be kept in 
a separate account and never 
combined with other county or 
municipal funds.
Previously, $22,965 was taken 

from the 2015 SPLOST fund by 
the previous administration and 
put into another bank account. 
Hundley stated that the city 
would simply need to write a 
check for $22,965 from the gen-
eral funds account and transfer 
it to the 2015 SPLOST account 
to be compliant with O.C.G.A. 
48-8-121(a)(1). 

DEBATES
CONTINUED PG 5A  
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Byron Arrests/Citations
A�ul, True Corinne, 18, Macon, GA: No 
Brake Lights Or Working Turn Signals, DUI - 
Alcohol 0.02 Grams Or More Under 21 YOA

Calhoun, Anesa Monae, 32, Macon, GA: 
Probation Violation

Ferrell, Sierra Alexandria Morgan, 30, Salem, 
AL: No Insurance, Driving With Suspended 
License

Harrelson, Brian Charles, 50: Forgery - 
3rd Degree 1500 Or More, Identi�cation 
Document - Falsify, Fleeing Or Attempting 
To Elude Police O�cer

Harris, Cody Lee, 36, Byron, GA: Disorderly 
Conduct (High)

Harrison, Wesley Aaron, 49, Warner Robins, 
GA: Probation Violation (When Probation 
Terms Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

Herring, Robert Edward, 53, Macon, GA:

Herring, Zachary Chantz, 31, Fort Valley, 
GA:

Henderson, Dasha Evon, 22, Montgomery, 
AL: Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits, 
Driving Without A Valid License

Hickman, Lavan, 39, Clarkston, GA: Burglary 
1st Degree, Burglary 1st Degree

Hopkins, Charles Javorion, 30, Macon, GA: 
Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits, 
Driving Under In�uence Drugs/Alcohol, 
Following Too Closely

Hurtas, Edgar Valdez, 41, Warner Robins, 
GA: Driving Without A Valid License, Brake 
Light/Turn Signal Violation

Land, Jodi Bryant, 48, Macon, GA: Probation 
Violation

Paul, Charles Shane, 50, Phoenix City, AL: 
Driving While License Suspended, Failure 
To Maintain Insurance, Knowingly Driving 
Motor Vehicle On Suspended, Canceled, 
Or Revoked Registration, Window Tint 
Violation

Payne, Carmen Cynise, 21, Jacksonville, FL: 
Tag Light Required, Driving With Suspended 
License

Phelps, Shakir Al-Tariq, 43, Warner Robins, 
GA: Probation Violation

Sanders, Augustus, 59, Warner Robins, GA: 
Taillights/Tailight Lenses Required, DUI - 
Alcohol 0.08 Grams Or More 21 YOA Or 
Over

Shepard, Raymond Joseph, 45, Mussela, GA: 
Criminal Trespass

Sutton, Austin La�ayette, 27, Decatur, GA: 
Driving With Suspended License

Swint, Kione Dewayne, 27, Macon, GA: 
Failure To Maintain A Single Lane, DUI - 
Combo Any Combination Of A1/A2/A3, 
Possession Of Marijuana, Less �an 1 Oz, 
Possession Of Drug Related Object

Fort Valley Arrests/Citations
Barrett, Charles, 43, Fort Valley, GA: 

Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

Dupot, Joseph Robert, 63, Fort Valley, GA: 
Burglary

Reed, Jaquavion, 22, Fort Valley, GA: Sexual 
Battery - Misdemeanor, Simple Assault, 
Electronically Furnishing Obscene Material 
To Minors, Child Molestation, Enticing 
A Child For Indecent Purposes, Cruelty 
To Children-Deprivation Of Necessary 
Sustenance 1st Degree, Cruelty To Children-
Deprivation Of Necessary Sustenance 1st 
Degree, Enticing A Child For Indecent 
Purposes, Child Molestation

Rouse , Tyler, 18, Macon, GA: Marijuana-
Possess Less �an 1 Oz., Obstructing Or 
Hindering Law Enforcement O�cers

Woods, Ciera Victoria, 17, Atlanta, GA: 
Simple Battery, Possession Of Alcohol By 
Minor

Peach County Sheri� ’s O�ce 
Arrests/Citations
Cooper, Randy, 62, Macon, GA:

Donald, Darius Deangelo, 33, Grand Prairie, 
TX: Driving While License Suspended

Jackson, Jadin Jahiem, 17, Byron, GA: 
Criminal Trespass (FV)

Lee, Matthew Frederick, 28, Fort Valley, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Felony

Powers, David Wayne, 72, Byron, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

Prince , Kenneth Ray, 55, Fort Valley, GA: 
Battery, Obstructing Or Hindering Persons 
Making Emergency Telephone Call

Rabun III, James Robert, 59, Warner Robins, 
GA: Aggressive Driving

Walton, Damien Pierre, 44, Stockbridge, GA: 
Reckless Driving, Fail To Rpt Striking Fixed 
Object,  Too Fast For Conditions/Prima Facie 
Speed, Defective Tires, Failure To Maintain 
Lane

Ga State Patrol Perry Arrests
Curry, Kaylen Glynese, 27, Macon, GA: 
Failure To Exercise Due Care, Expired Or 
No Drivers License, Improper/Erratic Lane 
Change, Failure To Maintain Lane, Speeding 
In Excess Of Maximum Limits (State Speed 
And Zone Limits)

Georgia Dept. Pub. Safety 
Arrests
Rogers, Timothy James, 19, Tampa, FL: 
Commercial Vehicle Driver Failing To Use 
Seatbelt, Driving While License Suspended

Public Safety Comm. Arrests
Esteves, Alex Efrem, 28, Pembroke Pines, FL: 
Driving While License Suspended, Hands 
Free, Commercial Vehicle Driver Using/ 
Possessing Drugs Or Alcohol

The information below is provided by local law 
enforcement agencies, who are solely responsible for 
the accuracy of the information.  These reports are 
published for information purposes only.  Publication 

of an arrest or citation report is not evidence of a crime.  All persons named in the reports are 
presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.  Some minor violations that do not 
threaten public safety are not included.  

110 Commercial Heights, Fort Valley, GA

Call or Text 478-955-1999

WadeYoder.com
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Police Beat

N O T I C E
PU B L I C  M E E T I N GS
C ity of Fort Valley
M ayor and  C ouncil

L ocation:  City H all Council 
Cham bers  204 W. Church 
St.,  Fort Valley,  G a 3 1 03 0

COMMITTEE MEETING
  �ursday, June 11, 2026
  Time: 10:00 A.M.
  Join Zoom Meeting 
  MEETING ID: 878 9856 1356 
  Passcode: 997957 
WORK SESSION MEETING
  Tuesday, June 16, 2026
  Time: 06:00 P.M.
  Join Zoom Meeting 
  MEETING ID: 897 4042 3080 
  Passcode: 908687 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
  �ursday, June 18, 2026
  Time: 06:30 P.M.
  Join Zoom Meeting 
  MEETING ID: 886 6159 9051 
  Passcode: 679597 

GA Peach Fes tival
June 5-6, 2026 in Fort Valley 

and June 13, 2026 in Byron.
GA Peach Festival Prade takes 

place Saturday, June 6 at 10am. 
Join us as we celebrate four 

decades of sweetness!

T he B attle of B yron 
Fes tival B oard  of 
D irectors  M eeting

�e Battle of Byron Festival 
Board of Directors meet every 
�ird �ursday of  the Month 
at the Old Byron Train Depot at 
6:30 P.M. 

2026 -2027 FO R T  VAL L E Y  
H E AD  ST AR T

R E C R U I T M E N T
700 Spruce St, Ft. Valley, GA 

31030. (478)825-8584.
Ages 3 -5.  Required 

Documentation: Proof 
of birth, Social Security 
Card, Immunization 3231, 
Medicarid/Insurance card, 
Proof of income, Well child 
check, Dental exam, GA public 
health 3300 (if applicable),   
www.mgcaa.org

American L eg ion 
M eeting s  

Veterans, consider joining 
the American Legion Frederick 
Withoft Post 76 in Peach County, 
GA.  We are an organization of 
Veterans supporting Veterans 
and the local community. 

Regular Post Meetings are 
held on the Third Thursday of 
Every Month, Social Hour with 
American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and Guests at 
1700 (5:00pm) followed by the 
Meeting Start at 1800 (6:00pm) 
at 1212 Peach Parkway, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030.

We can be reached at our 
Facebook Page (American
Legion Post 76 – Peach 
County GA) or via e-mail 
( legionpost76pcga@gmail .
com). All Veterans and Spouses 
are encouraged to participate.

AT T E N T I O N : Veterans  
Veterans who would like to 

get together for brotherhood, 
please meet for dinner at Mi 
Ranchito at 311-A Vineville St, 
Fort Valley, GA on 12 August 
2023 at 6:30 p.m./1830.  Please 
RSVP to Ernest Cooling by 
emailing ecooling79@gmail.
com.  If further information is 
needed, please call me at (478) 
955-8850.

Fort Valley D owntown 
D evelop ment Authority

- B oard  M eeting

The Fort Valley Downtown 
Development Authority meets 

1st Tuesday every month at 
6pm, located at Troutman 

House Conference Room, 201 
Oakland Heights Parkway, Fort 

Valley, GA 31030. Visit our 
website for more information: 
http://fortvalleymainstreet.org

Peach C ounty B oard  of 
C ommis s ioners  
W o r k  Se s s i o n s

�e Peach County Board of 
Commissioners holds Work 
Sessions* on the �rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5pm in 
Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.

Regular Meetings* are 
held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 6:00pm 
in Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.
�e Board also conducts 

Public Hearings to consider 
zoning requests at 6:30pm 
during regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings.
*Scheduling may di�er due 

to holidays and unforeseen 
circumstances. Prior notice 
will be given. Visit our website 
for more information: https://
www.peachcounty.net/board-
of-commissioners.cfm

Fort Valley U tility 
C ommis s ion

500 Anthoine St, Fort Valley. 
�e Commission doors are open 
to customers  from 8:00am - 
5:00pm. 

Public Work Session Meeting 
�rst Monday of every month at 
4 p.m. 

Regular Meeting every 
second Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m.

K iwanis  C lub  of 
Fort Valley

�e Kiwanis Club of 
Fort Valley meets 1st & 3rd 
�ursdays every month, 
noon at Kay Center in Fort 
Valley. Kiwanis is a civic group 
focused on helping children, 
and community service. Each 
week, members and guests 
enjoy lunch and a guest speaker 
who addresses a topic of local, 
state and sometimes even 
global interest. Come see what 
Kiwanis is all about and join 
one of America’s oldest service 
organizations. See the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Valley Facebook 
page for more information. (TFN)

T H U R S., J U N E  11, 2026  
AT  5:15PM

Peach Pub lic L ib raries
B oard  O f T rus tees

R E GU L AR  M E E T I N G
THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

FORT VALLEY, GA
Peach Public Libraries Board 

of Trustees meets the second 
�ursday of February, April, 
June, August, October, and 
December at 5:15pm in the 
Meeting Room at �omas Public 
Library, Fort Valley, unless 
otherwise speci�ed.

Peach C ounty 
H is torical Society 

M eeting  
Meets 4th Tuesday each 

month at 6:00pm. If anyone has 
school annuals of the past the 
Historical Society would like to 
have them. Donations welcome.
Contact:  Lrgiles77@gmail.com  

Fort Valley H is toric 

Pres ervation
The Fort Valley Historic 

Preservation Commission Board 
meeting is held on the second 
Mondays of the month at 6pm, 
located at the Troutman House 
201 Oakland Heights Pkwy, Fort 
Valley, Ga 31030.

Peach C ounty R etired  
E d ucators  As s ociation

The Peach County Retired 
Educators Association will meet 
RQ WKH ÀUVW 0RQGD\ RI HDFK 
month at 2pm. The meeting will 
be held at Trinity Baptist Church 
507 State Unversity Drive. For 
further info. please contact Dr. 
Quintin Green (478)951-1911.

B yron AL -AN O N   
Family Group

Byron Al-Anon meets on 
Monday mornings at 11 a.m. in 
the Old Byron School, next to 
the Byron Municipal Complex.  
Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of relatives and 
friends of alcoholics who share 
their experience, strength 
and hope in order to solve 
their common problems. 
Newcomers are always 
welcome. Contact Debbie 
Harrelson 478-714-9393.

C omp as s ionate 
Friend s  M id d le GA 

C hap ter
We are a national nonpro�t 

organization dedicated to 
helping bereaved parents by 
providing highly personal 
comfort, hope and support 
to every family experiencing 
the death of a child, a brother, 
sister or a grandchild and 
helping others to better assist 
the grieving family. We need 
not walk alone. 

Byron meeting: 4th 
�ursday of every month. 
7-9pm. Byron Baptist Church 
100 W White Rd, Byron, Ga 
21008.

Macon meeting location for 
TCF: Rock Springs Church, 
6601 Zebulon Rd, Macon, GA.

Please contact Chapter 
Leaders for more information: 
Karla Chidester – 478-954-
4592, or Teresa Tompkins - 
478-319-3526, or visit www.
compassionatefriends.org.

B yron L ions  C lub
�e club meets on the �rst and 

third �ursdays of the month, 
the �rst �ursday of the month at 
Uncorked Event Center (behind 
Georgia Bobs) at 6:00PM, and 
the third �ursday of the month 
at 9:00 AM at Denny’s. Anyone 
interested in participating is 
heartily invited to join us. For 
more information, please contact 
Lion Marlene Humphry at 478-
918-3666, email at mhumphry@
cox.net

B yron R otary C lub
Meets every Wednesday at 

8:00am at Denny’s.

B yron D D A/ C VB
�e 1st Mondays of each 

month at 5:00 p.m., at Denny’s. 
�e CVB meetings are usually 
held the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at the Byron Welcome 
Center at 5:00p.m.

B\ron 7a[ 2I¿ce
Opened Tuesday & �ursday 

8:30am-5:00pm. Closed 12-
1:00pm at the Byron Municipal 
Complex. All o�cial regular 
meetings are in the Council 
Chamber at the Byron Municipal 
Complex, 401 Main Street, 
Byron, GA. 

By PCSS
Summer Meals are available at no cost to chil-

dren 18 and under. �e Summer Meals will be 
available at no cost June 1st-July 2nd at the fol-
lowing locations:

Peach County High School, 3665 Peach Pkwy.
June 1- July 2, 2026
Monday-�ursday
Breakfast: 7:45-8:45
Lunch: 11:25-12:45

Kay Road Elementary School, 880 Kay Road, 
Byron

June 1 - July 2, 2026
Monday-�ursday
Breakfast: 7:30-8:00
Lunch: 11:30-12:00

*Meals must be eaten at the location.
Questions? Contact Phoebe Layson at Peach 

County Schools 478-825-5933 or phoebe.layson@
peachschools.org 
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By Wade Yoder
LT Columnist 

�is organ is responsible 
for over 500 crucial functions 
SO THIS IS SERIOUS! Recent 
studies estimate that 26%–38% 
of U.S. adults have NAFLD 
(now o�en called MASLD, Met-
abolic Dysfunction-Associated 
Steatotic Liver Disease). �at is 
roughly 1 in 3 adults, and some 
newer research suggests the 
number may even exceed 40%.

 A fat liver is unable to per-
form as well as a lean healthy liv-
er, and since our liver helps with 
so many critical functions of the 
body, this can become a major 
generator of various health is-
sues and symptoms whether to 
us personally or throughout our 
healthcare system. 

 Why is this so big a prob-
lem? I believe to �nd this out, 
we need to simply look at what 
we are doing di�erently that is 
causing our liver to store more 

fat.
 �e sugar trap: sugars/glu-

cose that gets trapped in our 
blood by insulin resistance is 
something I like to refer as a 
sugar trap, which is simply. In-
sulin resistance can be caused 
by huge surges of insulin from 
eating high sugar food and 
drink over a long period of 
time. It can also come from caf-
feine, which causes temporary 
insulin insensitivity. Either way 
when the cells of our body are 
not receptive to insulin (which 
is our sugar transport agent) 
and these sugars are le� trapped 
in the blood for too long, it can 
really cause problems, imagine 
how sticky and syrupy things 
get if these sugars stay in the 
blood. �is can slow down 
circulation, which can cause 
blindness and amputated limbs 
due to the lack of circulation. 
�ese trapped sugars also cause 
advanced glycation end prod-
ucts (AGE’s) that cause rapid 
aging.

 High fructose corn syrup: 
this sweetener is especially bad 
since it breaks down much 
easier because of the fructose/
glucose ratio is not 50/50 like 
sugar, it’s a 55/45 ratio of fruc-
tose to glucose and it’s this easy 
to break apart binding that lets 
it slide like quicksilver into our 
bloodstream without the nor-

mal breakdown in the digestive 
track or the spike in insulin 
which is our sugar digestion 
hormone. If this fructose is not 
burned o� while in the blood, it 
will rapidly go to the liver and 
trigger lipogenesis, which is the 
process in which the liver con-
verts the fructose to blood fats.     

 Opinion: my opinion is that 
our body is designed to reroute 
things when it’s necessary to 
protect us and if this is true 
our body will be looking for a 
place to deposit these extra sug-
ars that we are not burning o�. 
If we have insulin resistance, 
(even if temporarily from caf-
feine consumed with sugary 
foods), it only makes sense that 
trapped fructose and glucose 
circulate to the liver, where the 
liver attempts to store it as a de-
fense mechanism not to hurt us 
but simply to keep blood glu-
cose levels safe.

 Once these extra unburned, 
unabsorbed sugars get trans-
ported to the liver, it will go 
through a conversion process 
where the liver changes sugar 
over into fat through a process 
called lipogenesis and triglycer-
ide synthesis. It then becomes a 
stored energy in the form of fat. 
�is is an awesome way for our 
body to control the uptake and 
the release of energy, however 
if our liver is constantly taking 

up energy and not releasing it 
in equal proportions, it only 
makes sense that it will contin-
ue to build up in our liver and 
our network of blood vessels.

 What we can do: the reserve 
energy in our liver is a prima-
ry source for an energy snack 
when we go into a calorie de�-
cit, so if we simply cut our calo-
rie intake down to about half of 
our normal daily intake for 1-2 
days, this decrease in calories 
will cause your liver to release 
reserve energy snacks (fat) back 
into the blood in the form of tri-
glycerides. 

 Opinion: my opinion is that 
periodic calorie de�cits will 
help decrease the fat in our liver 
in the same way calorie de�cits 
will cause the release of energy 
inside our fat cells throughout 
our entire body for their calo-
rie content thus making them 
smaller fat cells. 

 Our liver is our largest solid 
state organ handling 500+ cru-
cial functions in our body, and 
when it is able to properly per-
form, just imagine how e�cient 
our inner healthcare system 
can become when a network 
of 500+ functions is a�ected 
by a healthy liver that not only 
breaks down and helps get rid 
of our body’s toxic waste prod-
ucts but generates energy and 
nutrients for our body as well!  

By Chris Denson, GA Public 
Policy Foundation

“Fiat justitia ruat caelum.” 
�ose words, a Latin legal max-
im, translate into “Let justice be 
done, though the heavens may 
fall.” �ey are also inscribed be-
hind the bench for the Supreme 
Court of Georgia. 

And did the heavens ever fall 
on that body during the 2026 
election. 

For decades, statewide judi-
cial elections in Georgia have 
�own under the radar. Incum-
bents on the state’s highest court 
rarely face challengers—and 
they simply don’t lose. One has 
to look all the way back to 1922, 
when Richard B. Russell Sr., fa-
ther and namesake of the state’s 
longest serving U.S. senator, 
defeated Chief Justice William 
Fish. 

To this day, politicos and 
court historians still re�ect on 
the 2010 election, when Justice 
David Nahmias was forced into 
a runo� by a little-known chal-
lenger who barely campaigned. 

With 104 years of histo-
ry against them, Democrats 
launched what the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution labeled an “$8 
Million Georgia Supreme Court 
push.” �eir targets were two 
incumbents, Justice Sarah War-
ren and Justice Charlie Bethel. 
A third incumbent, Justice Ben 
Land, ran unopposed. 

�e challengers were Miracle 
Rankin, an attorney at Morgan 

& Morgan and former president 
of the Georgia Association of 
Black Women Attorneys, and 
Jen Jordan, a trial lawyer and 
former state senator. 

Elections to the Supreme 
Court of Georgia have been 
nonpartisan since 1983, when 
the judicial system was mod-
ernized during an overhaul of 
the state constitution. Yet, this 
race bore all the hallmarks of a 
partisan battle, complete with 
high-pro�le endorsements 
from former President Barack 
Obama on one side and Gover-
nor Brian Kemp on the other.

�e buildup to Election Day 
also included a public state-
ment by the Judicial Quali�ca-
tions Commission of Georgia, 
warning that the challengers’ 
campaigns likely violated the 
state’s Code of Judicial Conduct, 
which prohibits judicial candi-
dates from campaigning togeth-
er or taking stances on political 
issues likely to come before the 
court.

Ultimately, Justice Warren 
won reelection with 59% of the 
vote, while Justice Bethel re-
tained his seat with 51%.

While post-election cover-
age has focused on why one 
challenger ran so far ahead of 
the other, a deeper question 
remains: Do we really want jus-
tices who engage in the partisan 
political process and attempt to 
legislate from the bench?

Perhaps this is all a natural 

consequence of the growing 
politicization of our everyday 
lives, but it shouldn’t be. 

�e danger that comes from 
transforming our judiciary into 
a legislative facsimile lies in 
eroding a system built on the 
separation of powers. When 
judges begin to view themselves 
as lawmakers, they compromise 
the unique role they are meant 
to play in our constitutional re-
public as arbiters of the law. 

Legislators—especially in a 
state like Georgia, where every 
member of the General Assem-
bly stands for reelection every 
two years—are intended to re-
�ect the shi�ing priorities of 
their constituents and pass laws 
accordingly. Justices, on the 
other hand, are meant to inter-
pret the law, insulated from the 
routine of politics. �ey serve 
six-year terms, not two; their 
contests are o�cially nonparti-
san.

When justices move beyond 
applying the law as written to 
implement personal or partisan 
agendas, they bypass the demo-
cratic process and erode public 
trust in an impartial judiciary. 
�is not only has consequences 
for the highest court in the state, 
but trickles down to the Geor-
gia Court of Appeals, Superior 
Courts and beyond. 

While “motivating the base” 
is an undeniable political tool 
in an election year, the question 
still remains: Why the focus 

on winning Georgia Supreme 
Court seats with a goal to legis-
late, rather than simply winning 
legislative ones?

�e desire by political parties 
to target the judiciary is under-
standable, particularly for a mi-
nority party in a state where the 
majority party controls the ex-
ecutive and legislative branches. 
But picking o� judicial seats in 
the hopes of legislating from the 
bench is a short-sighted answer.

Wisconsin, which has be-
come the nation’s bellwether for 
costly, hyper-politicized judicial 
races, o�ers an illuminating 
warning of the dangers down 
this path. According to Wis-
consin Watch, total spending by 
candidates and outside groups 
on just one Wisconsin Supreme 
Court seat reached a staggering 
$144.5 million in 2025—a �g-
ure higher than the $100.8 mil-
lion spent on all other state high 
court contests in the nation in 
2021 and 2022 combined.

For perspective, that is rough-
ly $34 million more than the es-
timated $110 million spent on 
advertising in the entire Repub-
lican primary to become Geor-
gia’s next governor.

Injecting millions of dollars 
and partisan vitriol into judicial 
races to a�ect legislative out-
comes doesn’t just erode con�-
dence in the judicial system—it 
undermines the very separation 
of powers that keeps our consti-
tutional republic intact. 

The Dangerous Politicization of 
Georgia’s Supreme Court

Fat C lums y L ivers

Charlie Harper 
Guest Columnist

Georgia Democrats have set-
tled on the nominations for the 
top two slots on November bal-
lot. Incumbent Senator Jon Os-
so� and former Mayor turned 
gubernatorial nominee Keisha 
Lance Bottoms have had their 
coming out party to headline a 
unity ticket for the fall elections.

Republicans, meanwhile, re-
main mired in the present. It is 
at times unseemly, as politics 
too o�en is. Attacks against 
candidates from the opposition 
party are not only tolerated but 
expected in contemporary elec-
tions. 

A�er all, our side is for all that 
is pure and good. �e other side 
represents the darkest forces of 
evil, and must be stopped at all 
costs. 

If we win, all problems will 
be solved, economic prosperity 
will rain down, and we will all 
live happily ever a�er. If the oth-

er side wins, our state, country, 
and even life as we know it are 
doomed.

�e above two paragraphs 
have been internalized by way 
too many voters. Most have no 
idea the other party believes it to 
be as true for their side as they 
do for their own.

Intra-party contests upset this 
premise a bit. Over $100 million 
has been spent thus far just on 
the Republican race for Gover-
nor.  Georgians have been inun-
dated for almost a year hearing 
how corrupt and self-dealing 
the two remaining candidates 
are…from the two remaining 
candidates. It’s awkward.

And yet, this is how we con-
duct our elections now. We look 
at this as just part of the game, 
whether we choose to play this 
way or not. 

�e decisions are made by 
professionals. �eir job is to 
win. 

�e calculus is simple. A can-

didate can’t win if they �rst don’t 
get the nomination. O�en this 
requires a Hail Mary ad or ac-
tion to get adoration from the 
base in order to secure a head 
to head runo� �ght. See Gov-
ernor Brian Kemp’s 2018 “Jake” 
ad where he held a gun next to 
a potential suitor of his daughter 
for a reference if needed.

�ose same consultants will 
then explain to you – correctly 
– that the runo� is an entirely 
separate election. New coali-
tions have to be formed within 
hours, and no more than days. 
New advertising and mailers 
must be constructed targeting 
those most likely to return to 
the polls a second time. It’s an 
entirely di�erent get out the 
vote strategy and a much nar-
rower focus.  And donors must 
be tapped again to pay for it all, 
if the candidate doesn’t have the 
luxury of self-funding.

Winners move on to Novem-
ber. Losers go home, o�en for 

good. �e stakes are high. 
When the goal is power – es-

pecially power at the highest 
levels – the game is played with 
�erce intensity to win at all 
costs. �ere is little that is o� 
limits anymore. Scorched earth 
is not only acceptable, but o�en 
the default position.

�is may seem quizzical to 
those who understand that the 
eventual nominee will need the 
voters supporting the other can-
didate in a primary to return 
and vote for their candidate in 
November. It shouldn’t be. 

�e professionals are paid to 
win. Sure, they may have a vic-
tory bonus in their contracts, 
but the reality is they’ll make 
their retainers and commissions 
for �ve more months of cam-
paigning. �at alone is incentive 
to ensure their candidate gets 
the nomination. 

�ey’re not doing this to stop 

Georgia is Two Weeks And Five Months From Our Future

Danyale Starley
Interim Executive Director
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By Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

LT Columnist
�e Christian faith teaches 

that Jesus is the “Son of God,” 
yet Jesus frequently and con-
sistently called Himself the 
“Son of Man”—a total of 81 
times in scripture. By refer-
ring to Himself as the “Son 
of Man,” Jesus identi�ed 
with the human race that He 
came to redeem.  �e “Son 
of Man” appellation was 
certainly not as politically 
and emotionally charged as 
titles such as “Son of God,” 
“Christ,” and “Messiah.” Al-
though “Son of Man” points 
to Jesus’ humanity, it doesn’t 
deny His divinity--for the 
scriptures declare that Jesus 
was both fully God (John 
1:1) and fully man (John 
1:14). 

“Son of Man” occurs 30 
times in Matthew, 14 times 
in Mark, 25 times in Luke 
and 12 times in John, all of 
which are statements made 
by Jesus—such as “foxes 
have holes and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the 
‘Son of Man’ has nowhere 
to lay His head”… and “For 
as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of 
the great �sh, so will the ‘Son 
of Man’ be three days and 
three nights in the heart of 
the earth.”

Even though Jesus re-
ferred to himself as the 
“Son of Man,” no one in 
recorded scripture called 
Him by that name.  Instead, 
they called him “Rabbi”; 
they called him “Lord”; 
they called him “Master.” 

Some even said, “You are the 
Son of God.” �e disciple 
�omas declared, “My Lord 
and my God.” 

During His ministry, Je-
sus claimed to be the ‘Son 
of God’ only in the presence 
of His disciples. When Jesus 
asked His disciples who peo-
ple said that He was, Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus did not correct 
or reprimand Peter for his 
response; in fact, He blessed 
Peter, saying: “Blessed are 
you, Simon Barjona, because 
�esh and blood did not re-
veal this to you, but My Fa-
ther who is in heaven.”

Jesus was not denying His 
deity by referring to Himself 
as the “Son of Man.” As a 
case in point, the Bible says 
that only God can forgive 
sins; yet, a�er Jesus healed 
the paralytic, He stated, “�e 
‘Son of Man’ has authority 
on earth to forgive sin.” Also, 
when Jesus forgave the adul-
teress, He said, “Neither do 
I condemn you; Go, and sin 
no more.” Additionally, Jesus 
prophesied His ‘second com-
ing,’ saying that He would re-
turn to Earth as “the ‘Son of 
Man’ coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and 
great glory.” Further, when 
asked by the high priest 
whether He was the “Son of 
God,” Jesus replied, “I am, 
and you will see the ‘Son of 
Man’ seated at the right hand 
of Power, and coming with 
the clouds of heaven.”    

�ough Jesus le� behind 
the full power and glory of 
His divinity, He never ceased 
being the “Son of God.”  �e 
apostle Paul explained the 
mystery of Jesus’ incarna-
tion: “He being in the form 
of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with 
God, but made Himself of 
no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of 
men.” 

Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

Columnist

J e s u s  Ca l l e d  Hi m s e l f  
‘ So n  o f  Ma n , ’  n o t  

‘ So n  o f  Go d ’
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BAHA’I FAITH
“So powerful is the light of
unity that it can illuminate

the whole earth.”

Baha’u’llah

For more information
peachcobahais@gmail.com

www.bahai.us
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CHURCH & LOCAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
e m a i l :  n e w s @ t h e l e a d e r t r i b u n e .c o m

USHER’S TEMPLE CME 
CHURCH

411 Railroad Street, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. 478-825-5106.

Join us each Sunday morning 
with Pastor Tawanna B. Harris 
and members at 9:30am for 
Sunday School followed at 
11:00am with holy worship 
service. You may join us virtually 
via Facebook Live and Youtube. 
Bible study is each Wednesday 
in person at 12:00 and virtually 
at 7:00pm via Zoom. 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
AT  ST. PETER A.M.E. CHURCH 

ANNEX
Food Pantry Distribution at 

St. Peter A.M.E. Church Annex, 
502 State University Drive, Fort 
Valley, GA. 
Fourth �ursday of each 

month (January-October) and 
�ird �ursday of November 
and December. Call (478) 825-
8452 for details.

BAHA’I COMMUNITY OF 
PEACH COUNTY

�e Baha’i Community of 
Peach County warmly invites 
you to an interfaith devotional 
and discussion via Zoom on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, 7:00 - 8:00pm.  �e 
purpose of the gathering is to 
build friendship and unity.  No 
contributions are solicited or 
accepted.  If you’re interested, 
email us at peachcobahais@
gmail.com, and we’ll send you 
an invitation!

COME PRAISE THE LORD 
OVER ZOOM
Sundays 10am - 12noon. 

Wednesday nights 7pm-8:30pm. 
Meeting# 2059432744
Code 7Sb6h8
Host James Manning (Elder) 

CHRISTIAN FAITH BAPTIST 
CHURCH

“Connecting People to Christ”
Rev. Bobby J. Roberson, Pastor
478-822-9897. 1735 Hwy 341 

North, Fort Valley, GA 31030

FORT VALLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH

 301 W. Church Street
(478)825-2762

Join us each Sunday at 10:55AM 
for Christian fellowship and 
a spirit-lead service with our 
pastor, Rev. Herb Flanders. 
Sunday School for all ages 
begins at 9:45AM.  Nursery is 
available for infants and younger 
children.

FT VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  (behind Courthouse)

Come & worship in a casual 
atmosphere at 5:00pm each 
Sunday. Our weekly pastor will 
be the Rev. Dr. Bryan Whit�led, 
a Presbyterian minister who also 
teaches at Mercer University. 
For any interested, we will have 
weekly Sunday School Bible 

Study starting at 4:00pm in 
the room o� the sanctuary. 
Come and join us for an 
exciting summer. Brenda 
Rackley 478-283-1356.

FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

2560 Willow Lake Road, 
Fort Valley, GA 31030. 

GRACE HOUSE COMMUNITY 
FOODBANK

Open Tuesdays and 
�ursdays. 9:00am - 12:00pm. 
Located behind Fort Valley 
Court House, 203 Central Ave., 
Fort Valley. Phone: 478-825-
2562 (TFN)

GREATER FAITH BABIES 
MINISTRIES

1000 Tulip Drive, Fort Valley.
Sunday School at 8:30am
Morning Worship at 10:00am
Wednesday: Free Fellowship 

Meal at 6pm
60 Minutes Bible Study from 

7:00pm -8:00pm Come and 
fellowship with us!

HOSTING ANGLICAN 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS

Led by Father Matt Harlow
Learn the basics of the 

Christian Faith while enjoying a 
meal and fellowship.
We will cover theology, 

history, liturgy, and more! 
To register contact Fr Matt 
at harlowmatthew@gmail.com
https://www.middlegaanglican.

org

THE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
OF FORT VALLEY

1556 Peach Pkw, Ft. Valley, 
GA 31030. (Hwy 49N at the 49 
Bypass, next to Georgia Pecan) 
Pastor Charles Clance invites 
you to join us in Christian 
worship and fellowship each 
Sunday morning at our 10:30 
service. We are a small, Bible-
based church with a big heart for 
GOD. All are welcome!

SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

SAINT ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH located 
at 309 Central Avenue, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. �e Rev. 
Harriette Simmons Ballard.
Services every Sunday at 

9:00am with Co�ee Hour 
following in Robinson Hall.

ST. JULIANA’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

804 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Phone:(478) 825-7127
Sat., 7:00pm Spanish Mass
Sun., 9:00am English Mass;       

11:00 am    Spanish Mass
Weekday Mass: Tues., - �urs.   

6:30pm
Confessions: �urs., 6:00pm;       

Sat. 6:30pm; Sun. 10:30am
Adoration: �urs., 7:00pm;      

Sat.  8-9am; Sun.  6:00pm

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

1000 State University Drive 
across from the �rst entrance to 
FVSU. 
We hold morning prayer 

services, at 10:15am Sundays. 
Eucharist (Communion) is on 
second Sundays at 11am.
Please donate to our Little Free 

Pantry on Charlesvoix St. behind 
the church (or take food if you 
are in need). For more info, go 
to our Facebook page or contact 
Anna Holloway 478-397-4678 
and leave a text message.

SAINT PETER AME CHURCH
502 State University Drive, 

Fort Valley GA 31030
Join us for a rewarding Worship 

Experience at “�e Rock” each 
Sunday at 10:00AM.  Our pastor 
is Rev. Anthony Dixon.  You 
may also join us via YouTube 
and Facebook.  Weekly Bible 
Study every Wednesday at 
7:00p.m.  
Bianca Ballard (478)825-8452.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF FORT VALLEY

1101 East Church St, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030
Please join us as we continue to 

seek to save them that are lost! 
Our weekly schedule is:

Sunday School at 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship at 11:15 A.M.
Bible Study at 7:00 P.M. – 

Tuesdays
To contact us, please leave 

a message at (478) 825-7581 
or send email to secretary@
shilohbaptistfortvalley.org or 
write us at the above post o�ce 
box.

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
505 State University Drive, Fort 

Valley, Georgia 31030
Trinity Baptist Church welcomes 

you to join us in holy worship service 
each Sunday morning at 11:00 am.  
Sunday School is scheduled at 9:30 
am. and Bible Study at 7:00 pm. on 
Wednesday, currently on Zoom.  
(Contact us at the above number for 
Zoom access information.)  

Also, we invite the participation 
of children in our Godly Girls and 
Champs Ministries.  Godly Girls, 
ages 8-15, meets Wednesday at 5 
pm; Champs on �ursday at 6 pm. 
in Church Annex.  Transportation 
is available.  We look forward to 
having you join us soon!

For additional information, call 
478-825-7349.

HARPER
CONTINUED FROM 4A

there. Winning a high pro�le 
race is both a chit on their re-
sume which sets them up for the 
next campaign cycle here and in 
other states, but also gives them 
the closest proximity to power 
here – and access to the bene�ts 
that come with it. 

Winning matters for those 
running the campaigns. A lot. 
Losers just go home.

�ey’re well aware this is un-
seemly. �ey know they’re cre-
ating negatives that will have to 
be dealt with as their own words 
can and will be used against 
their party’s nominee in the 

event the other side wins. 
�at’s a July problem. �e 

June problem is best summed 
up by the late Oakland Raiders 
owner Al Davis: Just win, baby.

�e consults also know this: 
Five months is ten eternities in 
politics. Voters have short at-
tention spans and even short-
er memories. Time heals all 
wounds.

�ere is a real battle ahead. 
Georgia is a battleground state. 
Money will �ow from outside 
sources to determine if the 2027 
leadership �ags �y red or blue.

Republican candidates and 

the consultants know many of 
their voters are miserable now. 
�ere’s two more weeks of that, 
like it or (for most of us) not.

�e embedded bet here, how-
ever, is that voters come home 
despite the current unpleas-
antness. Because one �ag rep-
resents all that is good, and the 
other the forces of evil.

One side is already rallying 
around their �ag. �e other is 
reasonable sure voters in Octo-
ber & November won’t remem-
ber nor care much about what 
was said in June.

PEACH FESTIVAL
CONTINUED FROM 1A

peach blossoms in annual fes-
tivals of dance, song, elaborate 
pageants and delicious barbe-
cue. �ese elaborate festivals 
were said to rival Mardi Gras 
and California’s Rose Festival 
and the events attracted the at-
tention of National Geographic, 
the New York Times and Holly-
wood movie studios.Soon thou-
sands from all over the world 
would make their way to Fort 
Valley each March. It has been 
reported that as many as 40,000 

people descended on the town 
during the festival, which end-
ed in 1926 because it was too 
successful… Sixty years later, 
in 1986, Fort Valley revived the 
historic festival, moved it from 
blooming season to harvest sea-
son and renamed it the Georgia 
Peach Festival. It was o�cial-
ly incorporated in 1988 as the 
Georgia Peach Festival, Inc., and 
was once directed by the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Today a vol-
unteer board plans, organizes 

and executes the complex job of 
putting on the festival.”
For more information on the 

Georgia Peach Festival, they 
can be found at https://www.ga-
peachfestival.com/ or on Face-
book under the same name. �e 
Peach Festival committee can 
be contacted at (478) 825-4002, 
at georgiapeachfestival@gmail.
com or through their website’s 
contact form. 

RAILRAOD
CONTINUED FROM 1A

he’d seen the tra�c congestion 
�rsthand.
“Being right in the middle of 

this congestion where Highway 
96 and 341 and these switching 
tracks come together, I felt a 
sense of personal responsibility 
to help the city bring attention 
to this,” Yoder explained. “A�er 
our �rst meeting, with GDOT 
and Norfolk Southern, in 2017, 
I mostly served as a go-between, 
for the local governments, 
GDOT, Norfolk Southern and 
then later worked with the city 
attorney and the property own-
ers around the intersection for 
easements and right-of-way ac-
quisition.” 
According to Yoder, the proj-

ect’s primary goal, in addition 
to easing tra�c congestion, was 
to provide Highway 341 North 
and South with access to the 
overpass while allowing tra�c 
to �ow smoothly. 
“�e primary part of this proj-

ect, on the south side, was to 
give 341 North and South access 
to the overpass. �e north side 
will allow for continued �owing 
of tra�c into and out of down-
town Fort Valley. And if it works 
as it should, it will help distrib-
ute tra�c that is coming into 
the area from 341 and 96,” Yoder 
said.   
Yoder noted that there have 

been some concerns from citi-
zens, as drivers cannot make a 
le� turn at the intersection, but 
he explained that the intersec-
tion had been designed to move 
vehicles rapidly through the in-
tersection to avoid bottlenecks 
and any potential accidents from 
happening on the train tracks.
“�ere are no le� turns allowed, 

which can be a little aggravating, 
until you think about how bad 
it could be to be stuck behind 
a vehicle trying to make a le� 
turn, while you are waiting on 
the tracks with an approaching 
train,” Yoder said. “�is is not 
a perfect �x, but will allow traf-
�c to continue �owing around 
the trains when they are block-
ing the tracks and should help 

ease the congestion pressure in 
the stretch coming through on 
341 and the 96 overpass as well 
as take some pressure o� the 
downtown area of Fort Valley.” 
Melissa delaBruyere, President 

of the Peach Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, spoke on the 
collaboration that went into the 
project and how it is projected 
to help local commuters and 
residents. 
“Completing a project of this 

magnitude stands as a testament 
to the sustained, collaborative 
e�ort across multiple levels of 
leadership, bringing together 
the City of Fort Valley, Peach 
County, the State of Georgia, 
FVUC, Norfolk Southern, and 
C.W. Matthews. Opening this 
new bypass will unlock a reliable 
route through Fort Valley along 
Highways 341 and 96, vastly 
improving logistics and transit 
times for commercial trucks,” 
delaBruyere said. “Drivers will 
no longer be held up by rail traf-
�c, and local commuters will 
enjoy much easier access to the 
bypass. We all know those times 
of day when a single train can 
completely gridlock the area—
leaving residents stuck and out-
of-town travelers stranded. �is 
project breaks that bottleneck, 
keeping Fort Valley moving.”
delaBruyere thanked the many 

groups who helped to make 
the project possible, as well as 
thanking the citizens and local 
business owners for their pa-
tience with the project. 
“�ank you! Since 2017, the 

City of Fort Valley, Peach Coun-
ty, GA DOT, FVUC, our state 
representatives, Norfolk South-
ern, and C.W. Matthews have 
partnered to cross this �nish 
line. A project of this scale takes 
a village, and our local business 
owners and citizens have been 
remarkably patient and support-
ive every step of the way. �ank 
you all for your hard work and 
endurance. We are thrilled to of-
�cially open this route and make 
traveling along highway 341 and 
highway 96 safer and seamless 

for the Fort Valley community 
and all those traveling through 
the City of Fort Valley!” dela-
Bruyere said.
Commissioner Yoder also took 

a moment to thank those who 
helped make the project pos-
sible, speci�cally noting Peach 
County’s State Representatives 
and Senator John Kennedy.
“I would like to thank the City 

of Fort Valley, and the Peach 
County BOC for partnering to-
gether and with GDOT to get 
this done! Our State Represen-
tatives, Patty Stinson, Robert 
Dickey and then Senator Kenne-
dy really went to bat for us at the 
state level and they stuck with 
us until we crossed the �nish 
line. �e GDOT team, and Nor-
folk Southern were also great to 
work with. I also want to thank 
the surrounding property own-
ers that helped with construc-
tion easements and right-of-way 
needs. �is area looked like a 
construction war-zone so thank 
you to all the business owners 
for your patience,” Yoder said. 
Yoder thanked the communi-

ty and local businesses for their 
patience with the project’s con-
struction. 
“�ere have been some pret-

ty rough bottlenecks in tra�c 
patterns because of the inter-
section being closed and it went 
for much longer than originally 
planned for. So, thank you to 
the surrounding businesses, and 
people trying to navigate tra�c 
issues (around this intersec-
tion), for your patience during 
this time,” Yoder said. 
So far, Yoder is happy with 

the changes and has seen tra�c 
�owing smoothly. 
“It feels really good to �nal-

ly see tra�c �owing smoothly 
through this area, especially 
when trains are blocking this 
intersection. It also feels good 
knowing that buses, semi-
trucks, ambulances and other 
public safety can now navigate 
around this intersection better 
when this high-tra�c intersec-
tion is blocked,” Yoder said.

DEBATES
CONTINUED FROM 2A

election year in Georgia,” ac-
cording to the press club, which 
has been hosting the forums 
with Georgia Public Broadcast-
ing.
�eir forums in late April fea-

tured crowded �elds, with each 
candidate receiving minimal 
airtime. Now, with some pri-
mary races decided and others 
whittled to two candidates from 
each party, each o�ce seeker 
who accepts an invitation to de-
bate will get more time.
Sunday’s schedule features the 

remaining two Republicans vy-
ing for U.S. Senate and hoping 
to contest incumbent Demo-
cratic Sen. Jon Osso� in the No-
vember general election, along 
with the two Republican candi-
dates for Public Service Com-
mission District 5 to succeed 
Tricia Pridemore, a Republican 
who did not seek reelection.
Also on Sunday, the press club 

will host forums for the two 
surviving candidates from each 

party running for lieutenant 
governor and secretary of state.
Monday’s schedule features the 

governor’s race. Lt. Gov. Burt 
Jones and billionaire Rick Jack-
son were the top vote-getters in 
last week’s GOP gubernatorial 
primary.
�e winner of their June 16 

runo� will run against former 
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms, a Democrat. She won 
her primary outright last week.
Also on Monday are two Re-

publicans for state school super-
intendent, one of them incum-
bent Richard Woods, and the 
�nal two GOP candidates for 
the 11th Congressional District 
in north metro Atlanta, where 
incumbent Rep. Barry Louder-
milk, a Republican, is retiring.
On the Democratic side Mon-

day are debates for candidates 
seeking their party’s nomina-
tions for labor commissioner 
and insurance commissioner; 
the winners will face the Repub-

lican incumbents in November. 
Also on the schedule is a debate 
for the remaining two Dem-
ocratic candidates for the 1st 
Congressional District, a coastal 
post held by Rep. Buddy Carter, 
a Republican who lost his bid 
for U.S. Senate last week.
�e forum lineup also includes 

the Fulton County Commission 
chair race, in which Democrat-
ic incumbent Robb Pitts was 
invited to debate his remaining 
Democratic challenger, Mo Ivo-
ry.
No runo� was required for at-

torney general, agriculture com-
missioner, Public Service Com-
mission District 3 or for the 
congressional races in the 10th, 
13th and 14th districts.
Debate times and streaming 

information are available on 
the Atlanta Press Club web-
site:  https://atlantapressclub.
org/debates/.
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Kemp signs legislation 
to cut income taxes 

and reduce homeowner 
property tax increases

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Georgia law-

makers started the year with 
talk of eliminating both the 
state income tax and the prop-
erty tax for homeowners.

�e goal proved elusive, 
but they did compromise on a 
scaled-back income tax cut and 
on legislation to decelerate the 
rapid increases in local property 
tax costs for homeowners.

And on Monday, Gov. Brian 
Kemp signed those two mea-
sures into law.

“We believe it is your money, 
not the government’s,” Kemp 
said.

�e Senate had at �rst vot-
ed to eliminate the income tax 
on the �rst $50,000 in annual 
earnings for individuals and the 
�rst $100,000 for married cou-
ples �ling jointly. �e goal was 
to increase the cuts for higher 
earners over time until the tax 
was abolished altogether. But 
the bill Kemp signed into law is 
more modest.

House Bill 463  will imme-
diately reduce the income tax 
rate to 4.99% from the current 
5.19%, then gradually reduce 
it by another percentage point 
over eight years if state reve-
nues remain strong. Income tax 
deductions would also rise by 
50% over that period, from the 
current $12,000 for single �lers, 
to $18,000 — and double that 
for married couples. Dependent 

deductions also would rise by 
$2,000 over eight years from the 
current $4,000.

�e new law also waives in-
come tax on the �rst $1,750 of 
overtime pay and cash tips  ret-
roactive to the beginning of the 
year and increases the amount 
of excluded retirement income 
for those 65 and older by $5,000.

�e increase in income tax 
cuts depends on a continual 
rise in state revenue estimates 
and collections. �e governor’s 
annual revenue estimate must 
increase 3% and the prior year 
collections must have exceeded 
those in each of the three prior 
years. Also, the state must have 
enough in reserves to absorb 
the cost resulting from the in-
creasing cuts.

Last week, Kemp’s o�ce an-
nounced that revenues were 
continuing to rise, with April 
net tax collections up 5.9% 
over April of last year. Howev-
er, nearly half of the nearly $4 
billion came from the income 
tax. �ose collections were up 
10.1%.

Lt. Gov. Burt Jones said before 
Kemp signed the measures that 
it took months of negotiation 
between the Senate and House 
to reach a consensus. But Jones, 
a Republican candidate for gov-
ernor, said they accomplished 
their goal on both income taxes 
and property taxes.

Senate Bill 33 was also a com-
promise. �e House had hoped 
to eventually abolish property 
taxes. Instead, the measure will 

keep homeowner property tax-
es in check by restraining the 
increase in the o�cial value of 
their homes.

�e idea of eliminating the 
property tax altogether faced 
resistance from local govern-
ments and schools, which are 
funded in large part through 
that tax.

�e new law will cap valua-
tion increases at the rate of in-
�ation.

“Property tax valuations have 
skyrocketed in every corner of 
this state,” said House Speak-
er Jon Burns, R-Newington. 
“Mileage rates have remained 
the same or even increased in 
some cases, placing a signi�-
cant �nancial strain on families, 
homeowners and retirees living 
on �xed incomes.”

�e amount paid for property 
taxes depends on two variables: 
the tax rate — called a millage 
rate — and property valuation. 
Cities, counties and schools 
could simply bump the tax rate 
part of that formula to bring in 
more revenue.

�at might not be politically 
popular, but it would keep the 
lights on.

�ere is a catch for schools, 
though: nearly all of Georgia’s 
180 school districts are limited 
to a maximum rate of 20 mills 
under the state constitution.

Most school systems are al-
ready near the maximum tax 
rate, with the state average at 15 
mills.

Kemp signs farm, forestry 
and fishing bills and answers 
an enduring question about 

Georgia’s official fabric
By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — People who 

raise chickens in their back-
yards won’t have to “candle” 
their eggs. Restaurants that 
serve shrimp will have to let 
diners know if it is from abroad. 
And forest products manufac-
turers will get a tax break.

�ose are among the e�ects 
of 10 bills that Gov. Brian Kemp 
signed into law this week.

�e state’s agricultural in-
dustry has been hammered by 
wild�res, hurricanes and trade 
wars. Lawmakers reacted by 
passing numerous bills to help 
farmers, timber owners and 
others in the industry.

“Georgia’s farming and for-
esting families are some of the 
toughest people in our state 
who, despite the challenges 
of the past several years, have 
persevered and continue to 
put food on our tables, clothes 
on our backs, and provide the 
material for structures like our 
very homes,”  Kemp said in a 
statement a�er signing the bills 
at the Georgia Forestry Associ-
ation’s headquarters in Forsyth 
Wednesday.

�e association was most 
pleased with House Bill 134, 
which makes the state’s exist-
ing Jobs and Investment Tax 
Credits transferable for forestry 
manufacturers over a �ve-year 
period.

�at will allow companies 
more �exibility when they in-
vest their capital, which the 
association said would in turn 
lead to more jobs and economic 
returns for rural areas.

�e association also high-
lighted House Bill 983, which 
clari�es when prescribed burn-
ing is exempt from notice and 
permit requirements for forest 
management. Landowners use 
these burns to clear vegetation 
that can cause big wild�res like 
those that have raged in South 
Georgia.

Senate Bill 306 amends a tax 
incentive program that  allows 
owners of agricultural land, 
timberland, or environmental-
ly sensitive property to reduce 
their property taxes if they 
pledge to keep their land un-
developed for a decade. �e bill 
con�rms that landowners with 
a Conservation Use Valuation 
Assessment can enroll in car-
bon credit programs and earn 
revenue on the open private 
market without breaching their 
covenant.

House Resolution 1008 re-
vises membership rules and 
interagency agreements for 
the Regional Water Planning 
Councils. It rati�es amend-
ments to Georgia’s statewide 
water management plan  in a 
way that ensures representation 
from the state’s major water-use 
sectors, including forestry and 
agriculture, according to the 

state forestry association.
“From new investment in for-

estry manufacturing to critical 
protections for the landown-
ers and land managers who do 
the work on the ground, this 
is a package built around what 
our industry needs to grow,” 
Tim Lowrimore, president and 
CEO of the association, said in 
a statement.

HR 1008 was a priority for 
Kemp, as was House Bill 1159, 
which exempts from state in-
come tax any payments received 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farmer Bridge As-
sistance Program and Specialty 
Crop Farmers Program.

Kemp also signed a handful 
of bills for targeted industries, 
including those in backyards.

Senate Bill 551 deletes the egg 
“candling” section of Georgia 
law, which requires those with 
backyard �ocks to inspect egg 
yolks in a dark room with a 
bright light.

Coastal shrimpers will ap-
preciate House Bill 117, which 
requires restaurants that serve 
shrimp from foreign countries 
to notify diners with notices on 
menus or signs.

House Bill 1310 settles a 
question that has apparently 
lingered for hundreds of years: 
it designates that cotton is, in-
deed, the o�cial state fabric.

Georgia moves beyond HOPE, with 
need-based aid for college students

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Next fall, Georgia students at-

tending one of the state’s public colleges and uni-
versities will have a chance at �nancial aid if they 
come from a low-income family.

Gov. Brian Kemp on Monday signed legislation 
that establishes a need-based �nancial aid pro-
gram.

�e amended budget for �scal year 2026 al-
ready included $325 million for the DREAMS 
Scholarship. Senate Bill 556 establishes the rules 
for spending it, placing the program under the 
Georgia Student Finance Commission, which 
oversees the HOPE scholarships.

Kemp had pledged to create the scholarship 
during his State of the State address in January.

He said his signature on SB 556 will “endow the 
largest investment in a need-based scholarship 
the state has ever seen.”

Georgia was, until now, one of only two states 
in the nation without such a program to help stu-
dents in need. Critics have contended that the lack 
of support drove some of Georgia’s best students 
to other states for college, producing a long-term 
drag on the economy.

DREAMS builds on a much smaller program 
launched by the University System of Georgia last 
year under the watch of Chancellor Sonny Per-
due, who attended the bill signing ceremony.

He announced in March, a�er the $325 mil-
lion was included in the budget, that $25 million 

would be available for scholarships this fall. �e 
rest of the money will serve as the foundation of 
an endowment for future students.

House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington, said 
the bill, along with other measures Kemp signed 
Monday and an early grades literacy measure 
from last week, would help Georgia’s economy 
grow.

“�is work will make our state a national leader 
in workforce development for years to come and, 
more importantly, ensure hard-working Geor-
gians have opportunities to succeed statewide,” he 
said.

DREAMS recipients can receive up to $3,000 a 
year for up to eight semesters or 12 quarters. Stu-
dents must work or volunteer at least part-time 
to be eligible. Unlike HOPE however, grades are 

not a factor.
SB 556 also creates a scholarship for Universi-

ty System of Georgia medical students. �ey can 
get up to eight semesters of funding toward their 
attendance costs in exchange for working in the 
state for four years a�er graduation.

�e new law also increases the cap on contri-
butions to Georgia’s 529 college savings plan, 
a tax-advantaged savings account. Previously, 
families could only contribute until the account 
reached $235,000. �e new limit is $550,000. And 
it allows advanced �ne arts courses in high school 
to count toward HOPE scholarship grade point 
average calculations for students who graduate 
a�er June.

Photo by Ty Tagami/Capitol Beat 
Gov. Brian Kemp speaks at the Georgia Capitol in Atlanta on Monday, May 11, 2026, before signing Senate Bill 556 to create the DREAMS Scholarship, a need-based college aid program funded by $325 million in the 

amended Fiscal Year 2026 budget. 
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m onth when the sa les are held at the Peach County Courthouse  
in Fort Valley. T he f ee f or these  notices is $ 1 5 p er 1 00 words 
p er inse rtion. 

Publish er’ s A f f idavi t f ee is $ 1 0.

Legals L e g a l  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
E-Mail:  legals@gtln.org
E - M a i l  A t t a c h m e n t s :  Word Text Format
L e g a l  F a x :  478- 825- 4130
AD DEADLINES: Friday’s at 12:00 Noon
I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  l e g a l s  c a l l :   478- 825- 2432

L T 26 -09 5
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 

I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F M AU R I C E  W . B E N -
N E T T , SR ., D E C E ASE D
E ST AT E  N O . 2026 -PR O -726 0

N O T I C E  
I N RE :  T he Petition to Probate Will ( and 
Codicil( s) )  in Solem n Form  in the above -  
UefeUenFed estate havinJ Eeen dul\ filed. 
T O :  A L Y SSA  CL A RK  
7his is tR nRtif\ \Ru tR file REMeFtiRn� if 
there is any,  to the p etition to p robate will 
in so lem n f orm ,  in this Court on or bef ore 
JU NE  22,  2026 .
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.  
A ll obj ections sh ould be sw orn to bef ore 
a notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing . 
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST RE E T  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G E O RG I A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3

Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  1 7,  24,  2026

L T 26 -09 1
G E O RG I A ,  PE A CH  CO U NT Y

N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -
T O R S

I N RE : E st ate of  Ja m es E arl Dorse y
A ll creditors of  the E st ate of  Ja m es  E arl 
Dorse y,  decease d,  late of  Peach County,  
*eRUJia� aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU in 
their dem ands to the undersi g ned accord-
ing  to law,  and all p erso ns indebted to sa id 
es tate are req uired to m ake im m ediate 
p aym ent.
T his 1 8 th day of  M ay,  2026 .

G ail E . Dorse y
1 3 7 M aj est ic O ak Circle
B yron,  G A  3 1 008

VA NI CE  H . SI K E S,  JR .
B L O O DWO RT H ,  CRO WL E Y  &  L E V-
E RE T T
56 1  D.T . Walton,  Sr. Way
M acon,  G A  3 1 201
( 478 )  745- 746 1

M ay 27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0, 1 7,  2026

L T 26 -082
NO T I CE  T O  DE B T O RS A ND CRE DI -

T O RS 
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A  
CO U NT Y  O F PE A CH  
I N RE :  E ST A T E  O F B arbara C. H ollim an 
Palm er 
A ll creditors  of  the es tate of  B arbara C. 
H ollim an Palm er late of  Peach County,  
deFeased� aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU in 
their dem ands to the undersi g ned accord-
ing  to law,  and all p erso ns indebted to law,  
and all p erso ns indebted to sa id 
es tate are req uired to m ake im m ediate 
p aym ent. 
T H I S 5th day of  M ay,  2026 . 
T onia P. H arm on,  E xe cutor of
B arbara C. H ollim an Palm er
1 1 6  I nterlochen Dr
Peachtree City,  G A  3 026 9
A ttorney:  Charles E . Jo nes
1 02 Peachtree Street
Fort Valley,  G A  3 1 03 0 
O CG A  53 - 7- 41  st ates:  
,  f or 4 conse cutive  weeks.  
“ ...E v ery p ers onal rep res entativ e s hall,  
Zithin �� da\s fURP the date Rf TualifiFatiRn� 
p ublish  a notice directed g enerally to all of  
the creditors of  the est ate to render an ac-
count of  their dem ands . T he notice s hall be 
p ublis hed once a week f or f our weeks  in the 
RffiFial neZsSaSeU Rf the FRunt\ in ZhiFh 
the SeUsRnal UeSUesentative Tualified...´ 

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -080
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 

I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F 
E D W AR D  E U GE N E  GO FF,  D E C E ASE D  
E ST AT E  N O . 2026 -AD M -726 8 
PE T I T I O N  FO R  L E T T E R S O F AD M I N I S-

T R AT I O N  N O T I C E
T O :  L E E  M I CH E L L E  B E CH A M ,  A L I SH A  
G O FF,  A DM I NI ST RA T O R O F E ST A T E  
O F E DG A R L A DO N G O FF and to whom  
it m ay concern:  
J A NE T  C. G O FF has  p etitioned f or J A NE T  
C. G O FF to be ap p ointed adm inist rator( s)  
of  the es tate of  E DWA RD E U G E NE  G O FF 
decease d,  of  sa id county. ( T he p etitioner 
has  al s o ap p lied f or waiv er of  bond,  
waiv er of  rep orts ,  waiv er of  s tatem ents ,  
and/ or g rant of  certain p owers contained 
in O .C.G .A . §  53 - 1 2- 26 1 .)  A ll interes ted 
SeUsRns aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR shRZ Fause 
why s aid p etition s hould not be g ranted. A ll 
obj ections  to the p etition m us t be in writing ,  
se tting  f orth the g rounds of  any su ch ob-
MeFtiRns� and Pust Ee filed Zith the &RuUt 
on or bef ore JU NE  3 ,  2026  
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.  
A ll obj ections sh ould be sw orn to bef ore 
a notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing . 
K im  Wilso n 
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  K atrina Corbin 
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST RE E T  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G E O RG I A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -084
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 

I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F J E R O M E  R U M PH , 
D E C E ASE D  
E ST AT E  N O . 2025-AD M -7112 

N O T I C E  
T he p etition of  p erso nal rep rese ntative  f or 
leave  to se ll p rop erty in the above - ref er-
enFed estate havinJ Eeen dul\ filed� 
T O :   JE RO M E  M A RT I NE Z  RU M PH  
7his is tR nRtif\ \Ru tR file an REMeFtiRn� 
if  there is  any,  to the abov e- ref erenced 
p etition,  in this Court on or bef ore JU NE  
1 0,  2026 .
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.  
A ll obj ections m ust  be sw orn to bef ore a 
notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing . 
K im  Wilso n
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  K atrina Corbin 
Clerk of  the Probate Court
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -083
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 
I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F C R E ASY  R U M PH , 
D E C E ASE D  
E ST AT E  N O . 2025-AD M -7111 

N O T I C E  
T he p etition of  p erso nal rep rese ntative  f or 
leave  to se ll p rop erty in the above - ref er-
enFed estate havinJ Eeen dul\ filed� 
T O :  JE RO M E  M A RT I NE Z  RU M PH  
7his is tR nRtif\ \Ru tR file an REMeFtiRn� 
if  there is  any,  to the abov e- ref erenced 
p etition,  in this Court on or bef ore JU NE  
1 0,  2026 . 
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.  
A ll obj ections m ust  be sw orn to bef ore a 
notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing . 
K im  Wilso n
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court
B y:  K atrina Corbin
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -078
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -

T O R S
A ll creditors of  the E st ate of  Patricia Car-
leyne M as s ey,  deceas ed late of  Peach 
&Runt\� aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU in 
their dem ands to the undersi g ned accord-
ing  to law,  and all p erso ns  indebted to sa id 
es tate are req uired to m ake im m ediate 
p aym ent.
Charles T hom as M asse y,  E xe cutor
c/ o B ecky Wilcox
A ttorney A t L aw
P.O . B ox 3 03
B yron,  G A   3 1 008

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -09 0
DE B T O RS A ND CRE DI T O RS 

ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A  
PE A CH  CO U NT Y  
A ll p ers ons  hav ing  claim s  ag ains t Paul 
Doug las Scott and his es tate are req uired 
to  p rese nt the sa m e to the undersi g ned,  
p rop erly item iz ed and p rov en,  within the 
tim e req uired by  law. A nd all p ers ons  
indebted to sa id decease d,  or his est ate,  
are req ues ted to m ake im m ediate  p aym ent 
to the undersi g ned.  
T his 6 th day of  M ay,  2026 . 
K Y L E  RY A N SCO T T  
E xe cutor 
A ttorney:  Patrick C. Sm ith,  Jr .  
3 549 Wheeler Rd.  
A ug ust a,  G A  3 0909 
E st ate of :  Paul Doug las Scott

M ay 27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  1 7,  2026

L T 26 -100
During  two up com ing  Peach County B oard 
of  E ducation m eeting s ,  there will be op -
p ortunities f or p ublic  inp ut on the Peach 
County B oard of  E ducation FY 27 B udg et. 
T he op p ortunities f or p ublic inp ut will be 
at  the Peach County B oard of  E ducation 
Called Ses s ion on T ues day,  J une 1 6 ,  2026  
at 8 : 3 0 a.m . and at its  Called Sessi on on 
T uesd ay,  Ju ne 3 0,  2026  at 8 : 3 0 a.m . B oth 
m eeting s will be held in the Peach County  
%RaUd Rf (duFatiRn 2ffiFe lRFated at ��� 
Cam p us Drive ,  Fort Valley,  G A . 

Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -076
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -

T O R S 
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A  
CO U NT Y  O F PE A CH  
T he L as t Will and T es tam ent of  B E RNA RD 
FRA NK  B O RA H  havi ng  been Probated in 
Solem n Form  and L etters  T es tam entary,  
hav ing  been is s ued to G A Y L E  K E RSE Y  
B O RA H  this is to cite all creditors of  sa id 
es tate to m ake their dem ands  known to 
us and all debtors of  sa id est ate to m ake 
im m ediate p aym ent to us.  
T his 7T H  day of  M A Y ,  2026 . 
G A Y L E  K E RSE Y  B O RA H ,  as E xe cutrix 
C/ O  RO B E RT  J.  A RO M A T O RI O  
Collins &  A rom atorio,  P.C. 
G A  B ar No. 023 708  
P.O . B ox 250 
B yron,  G eorg ia 3 1 008  
478 - 956 - 3 071  

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -088
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A

I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F E T H AN  C AR T E R , 
M I N O R  
E ST AT E  N O . 2026 -M GD N -7280 

N O T I C E  
T O :  K I NG ST O N O M A R CA RT E R O R A NY  
O T H E R I NT E RE ST E D PA RT I E S 
<Ru aUe heUeE\ nRtified that .(<75,&. 
7<5(LL -21(6 has filed a 3etitiRn seeN-
ing  to be ap p ointed tem p orary g uardian( s)  
of  the above - nam ed M inor. A ll obj ections 
to the Petition to the ap p ointm ent of  a 
tem p orary g uardian or the ap p ointm ent of  
the Petitioner( s )  as  tem p orary g uardian( s ) ,  
m us t be in writing ,  s etting  f orth the g rounds  
Rf an\ suFh REMeFtiRns� and Ee filed Zith 
this Court no later than f ourteen ( 1 4)  days 
af ter this notice is m ailed,  or ten ( 1 0)  days 
af ter this notice is p erso nally se rve d up on 
you,  or ten ( 1 0)  days  af ter the s econd 
p ublication of  this notice if  you are se rve d 
by p ublication. A ll obj ections  s hould be 
sw orn to bef ore a notary p ublic or G eorg ia 
SUREate FRuUt FleUN and filinJ fees Pust Ee 
tendered with your obj ections,  unless you 
Tualif\ tR file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt 
Probate Court p erso nnel f or the req uired 
aPRunt Rf filinJ fees. 
127(� ,f a natuUal JuaUdian files a tiPel\ 
obj ection to the creation of  the tem p o-
rary g uardians hip ,  the Petition will be 
disPissed. ,f a natuUal JuaUdian files an 
obj ection to the ap p ointm ent of  the Peti-
tioner( s)  as g uardian( s) ,  or if  a p arent who 
is nRt a natuUal JuaUdian files an REMeFtiRn 
to the County,  Petition,  a hearing  on the 
m atter sh all be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRn is filed� the 3etitiRn Pa\ Ee 
g ranted without a hearing . 
K I M  WI L SO N 
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  K A T RI NA  CO RB I N 
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST RE E T  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G E O RG I A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -077
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -

T O R S 
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A  
CO U NT Y  O F PE A CH  
T he L ast  Will and T est am ent of  E DNA  C. 
NI X O N havi ng  been Probated in Solem n 
Form  and L etters  T es tam entary,  hav ing  
been is s ued to RO B E RT  J . A RO M A T O RI O  
this is to cite all creditors of  sa id est ate to 
m ake their dem ands  known to us and all 
debtors of  sa id est ate to m ake im m ediate 
p aym ent to us.  
T his 7T H  day of  M A Y ,  2026 . 
RO B E RT  J . A RO M A T O RI O ,  as E xe cutor 
C/ O  K A RE N A . A RO M A T O RI O  
Collins &  A rom atorio,  P.C. 
G A  B ar No. 023 742 
P.O . B ox 250 
B yron,  G eorg ia 3 1 008  
478 - 956 - 3 071  

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -089
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A
C O U N T Y  O F PE AC H

N O T I C E  O F SAL E  U N D E R  PO W E R
U nder and by v irtue of  the p ower of  s ale 

contained with that certain Security Deed 
dated Sep tem ber 1 ,  1 994,  f rom  E ltrym  S. 
Day  to  U nited States of  A m erica,  acting  
throug h the Farm ers H om e A dm inist ration 
U nited States Dep artm ent of  A g riculture,  
recorded on Sep tem ber 2,  1 994 in Deed 
B ook 1 51  at Pag e 8 8 5 Peach County,  
G eorg ia records,  ,  and sa id Security Deed 
have  been g ive n to se cure a Note dated in 
the  am ount of  $ 1 75, 000.00,  and s aid Note 
being  in def ault,  the unders ig ned will s ell at 
p ublic outcry during  the leg al hours of  sa le 
bef ore the door of  the courthous e of  Peach 
County,  G eorg ia,  on Ju ly 7,  2026  the f ol-
lowing  des cribed real p rop erty ( hereinaf ter 
UefeUUed tR as the ³3URSeUt\´��
AL L  T H AT  C E R T AI N  T R AC T , L O T  O R  
PAR C E L  O F L AN D  SI T U AT E , L Y I N G AN D  
B E I N G I N  L AN D  L O T  16  O F T H E  5T H  
L AN D  D I ST R I C T  O F PE AC H  C O U N T Y , 
GE O R GI A, AN D  I N  T H E  C I T Y  O F B Y -
R O N  T H E R E I N , B E I N G M O R E  PAR T I C -
U L AR L Y  D E SC R I B E D  AS FO L L O W S: 
T O  O B T AI N  T H E  PO I N T  O R  PL AC E  O F 
B E GI N N I N G, ST AR T  AT  T H E  I N T E R SE C -
T I O N  O F T H E  N O R T H  R I GH T -O F-W AY  
O F SU M M I T  D R I VE  AN D  T H E  E X T E N D -
E D  E AST  R I GH T -O F-W AY  O F SAR AH  
D R I VE , AN D  R U N  T H E N C E  N O R T H  00 
D E GR E E S 48’  47” W E ST  A D I ST AN C E  
O F 503.05 FE E T  T O  T H E  PO I N T  O R  
PL AC E  O F B E GI N N I N G;  AN D  FR O M  
SAI D  PO I N T  O R  PL AC E  O F B E GI N N I N G, 
R U N  T H E N C E  SO U T H  89  D E GR E E S 
53’  21”  E AST  A D I ST AN C E  O F 19 5.00 
FE E T  T O  A PO I N T ;  T H E N C E  N O R T H  00 
D E GR E E S 48’  47” W E ST  A D I ST AN C E  
O F 130.00 FE E T  T O  A PO I N T ;  T H E N C E  
N O R T H  89  D E GR E E S 53’  21”  W E ST  
A D I ST AN C E  O F 19 5.00 FE E T  T O  A 
PO I N T  O N  T H E  E AST  R I GH T -O F-W AY  O F 
SAR AH  D R I VE ;  T H E N C E  SO U T H  00 D E -
GR E E S 48’  47”  E AST  AL O N G T H E  E AST  
R I GH T -O F-W AY  O F SAR AH  D R I VE  A D I S-
T AN C E  O F 130.00 FE E T  T O  T H E  PO I N T  
O R  PL AC E  O F B E GI N N I N G. AL L  AS I S 
M O R E  FU L L Y  SH O W N  AN D  D E SC R I B E D  
AS L O T  4, B L O C K  C , SU M M I T  C H ASE  
SU B D I VI SI O N , O N  T H AT  C E R T AI N  PL AT  
O F SU R VE Y  PR E PAR E D  B Y  T H O M AS 
W . FU T R AL , I I I , GE O R GI A R E GI ST E R E D  
L AN D  SU R VE Y O R  N O . 1202, D AT E D  
J U N E  3, 19 9 2, AN D  R E C O R D E D  I N  PL AT  
B O O K  17, PAGE  26 9 , C L E R K ’ S O FFI C E , 
PE AC H  C O U N T Y  SU PE R I O R  C O U R T ;  
R E FE R E N C E  T O  SAI D  PL AT  AN D  T H E  
R E C O R D  T H E R E O F B E I N G I N C O R PO -
R AT E D  H E R E I N  AN D  M AD E  A PAR T  O F 
T H I S D E SC R I PT I O N .

T he debt s ecured by the Security Deed and 
evi denced by the Note has been,  and is 
hereby,  declared due and p ayable becaus e 
of ,  am ong  other p ossi ble eve nts of  def ault,  
f ailure to m ake the p aym ents  as  req uired by 
the term s of  the Note.  T he debt rem aining  
is in def ault and this sa le will be m ade f or 
the p urp ose s of  p aying  the Security Deed,  
accrued interest ,  and all exp ense s of  the 
s ale,  including  attorneys ’  f ees .  Notice 
of  intention to collect attorneys’  f ees has 
been g iv en as  p rov ided by law.  T o the 
best  of  the undersi g ned’ s knowledg e,  the 
p erso n( s)  in p oss essi on of  the p rop erty is/
are E ltrym  S. Day.  
T he p rop erty,  being  com m only known 
as  121 Sarah D r., B yron, GA, 31008 
in Peach C ounty, will be s old as  the 
p rop erty of  E ltrym  S. Day ,  su bj ect to any 
outs tanding  ad v alorem  tax es  ( including  
tax es  which are a lien and not yet due 
and p ayable) ,  any m atters af f ecting  title to 
the p rop erty which would be discl ose d by 
accurate s urv ey and ins p ection thereof ,  
and all as s es s m ents ,  liens ,  encum brances ,  
res trictions ,  cov enants ,  and m atters  of  
record to the Security Deed.
Purs uant to O .C.G .A .§  44- 1 4- 1 6 2.2,  the 
nam e,  addres s  and telep hone num ber 
of  the indivi dual or entity who sh all have  
the f ull authority to neg otiate,  am end or 
m odif y all term s  of  the abov e des cribed 
m ortg ag e is as f ollows:  Dawso n’ s Realty 
&  M ortg ag es ,  I nc.,  1 293  Whis p erwood 
L ane,  L awrencev ille,  G A   3 0043 ,  6 78 -
558 - 78 22.  T he f oreg oing  notwiths tanding ,  
nothing  in O .C.G .A . §  44- 1 4- 1 6 2.2 s hall 
req uire the se cured creditor to neg otiate,  
am end or m odif y the term s  of  the m ortg ag e 
inst rum ent. 
A T T E NT I O N A L L  PRO SPE CT I VE  B I D-
DE RS:  O n M arch 1 ,  2026 ,  the data 
collection and rep orting  req uirem ents  
under the U .S. Financial Crim es E nf orce-
m ent Network ( FinCE N)  new A nti- M oney 
LaundeUinJ 5ule �the ³5ule´�� fRund at 
8 9 FR 70258 ,  will g o into ef f ect. T he Rule 
ap p lies  to certain res idential real es tate 
s ale trans actions  ( including  nonj udicial 
f oreclos ures )  where the trans f er is  to a leg al 
entity or trus t,  and which includes  cas h 
SuUFhases� SUivate finanFinJ RU finanFinJ 
p rovi ded by an inst itution not su bj ect to a 
f ederal A nti- M oney L aundering  or Susp i-
cious A ctivi ty Rep ort req uirem ent. A s p art 
of  this  Rule,  p urchas ers  and s ellers  are 
req uired to p rovi de additional inf orm ation 
and docum entation about them s elv es ,  
their leg al entities ,  and/ or the s ource of  
f unds use d in the rep ortable transa ction. 
T he collection of  this  inf orm ation and 
docum entation is req uired to com p ly with 
the Rule’ s f ederal rep orting  req uirem ents.  
T his  notice is  p rov ided f or inf orm ational 
p urp os es  only and does  not cons titute leg al 
adv ice. Y ou are encourag ed to cons ult with 
your own indep endent leg al counse l if  you 
hav e q ues tions  about how the FinCE N 
A nti- M oney L aundering  Rule af f ects your 
transa ction and whether your transa ction 
is rep ortable.
httSs���ZZZ.finFen.JRv�UUe and httSs���ZZZ.
finFen.JRv�UUe-faTs
 T he sa le will be conducted su bj ect ( 1 )  to 
FRnfiUPatiRn that the sale is nRt SURhiEited 
undeU 8.6. %anNUuStF\ FRde and ��� tR final 
FRnfiUPatiRn and audit Rf the status Rf the 
loan with the holder of  the Security Deed.  

A lbertelli L aw
A ttorney f or Secretary,  U nited States 

Dep artm ent of  A g riculture,  Rural Deve l-
op m ent as A ttorney in Fact f or E ltrym  

S. Day 
1 00 G alleria Parkway,  Suite 1 000

A tlanta,  G A   3 03 3 9
Phone:  ( 770)  3 73 - 4242

T H I S FI RM  I S A CT I NG  A S A  DE B T  CO L -
L E CT O R A T T E M PT I NG  T O  CO L L E CT  A  
DE B T .  A NY  I NFO RM A T I O N O B T A I NE D 
WI L L  B E  U SE D FO R T H A T  PU RPO SE .
 -  26 - 0048 00

M ay 27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  1 7,  24,  Ju ly 1 ,  2026

L T 26 -09 9
I N  T H E  SU PE R I O R  C O U R T  O F PE AC H  

C O U N T Y
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A

L A RRY  JA CK SO N,  Petitioner,  
v .  
G O L DE N ST A R M A NA G E M E NT ,  L T D,  
Def endant. 
CA SE  NO . 26 - V- 023 0

N O T I C E  O F SE R VI C E  B Y  PU B L I C A-
T I O N  O F AC T I O N  T O  Q U I E T  T I T L E

PU RSU A NT  T O  O .C.G .A . §  9- 1 1 - 4( f ) ( 1 ) ( B )
T O :    G olden Star M anag em ent,  L td.,  a 
Florida L im ited Partners hip ,  its  g eneral 
and lim ited p artners ,  and its  s ucces s ors  
and assi g ns,  claim ing  any interest  in the 
f ollowing  descr ibed real p rop erty:
A ll that tract or p arcel of  land lying  and 
being  in L and L ots  251  and 252 of  the Six th 
( 6 th)  L and Dist rict of  Peach County,  G eor-
g ia,  being  m ore p articularly known and des -
ig nated as L ot 1 0 containing  28 .44 acres 
as sh own up on a p lat of  Fall L ine Farm s 
Subdivi si on m ade by B rent Cunning ham  
on M ay 2,  1 990,  which ap p ears of  record 
in Plat B ook 1 6 ,  Pag es 23 5,  23 6  and 23 7,  
&leUN’s 2ffiFe� 3eaFh 6uSeUiRU &RuUt.  6aid 
p lat is ref erred to f or the p urp ose  of  a m ore 
com p lete and accurate descr ip tion and is 
incorp orated herein by ref erence thereto.
Said lot is  f urther des cribed as  Peach 
County T ax Parcel 021 B  001 .
B y O rder of  the Sup erior Court of  Peach 
County,  G eorg ia f or se rvi ce by p ublication 
dated M ay 27,  2026 ,  you are hereby 
nRtified that Rn 0a\ ��� ����� the Slaintiff 
filed a SetitiRn tR Tuiet title aJainst a tUaFt 
known as descr ibed above .  Said p etition 
als o nam es  as  def endant G olden Star 
M anag em ent,  L td.
<Ru aUe UeTuiUed tR file Zith the FleUN Rf 
the Sup erior Court,  and to s erv e up on 
p etitioner’ s attorney,  M ichael L . Chidest er,  
1 1 1  G eorg ia H ig hway 49 N,  P. O . B ox  
1 704,  B yron,  G eorg ia 3 1 008 ,  an answ er 
in writing  within si xt y ( 6 0)  days of  M ay 27,  
2026 . B e f urther advi se d that if  you f ail to 
resp ond,  you will lose  all rig hts,  interest s,  
and claim s  which you sh ould or could be 
entitled to m ake or asse rt within this action 
to the su bj ect p rop erty,  as a m atter of  law,  
and you will receive  no f urther notice nor 
be entitled to su ch notice.
Witnes s ,  the H onorable K enneth R. Sm ith,  
Ju dg e,  Peach County Sup erior Court,  this 
27th day of  M ay,  2026 .
/ s/  Sherry G onza les,  Clerk

Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  1 7,  24,  2026

L T 26 -079
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -

T O R S
A ll creditors  of  the E s tate of  Charles  William  
M as s ey,  J r.,  deceas ed late of  Peach Coun-
t\� aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU in theiU 
dem ands to the undersi g ned according  to 
law,  and all p ers ons  indebted to s aid es tate 
are req uired to m ake im m ediate p aym ent.
Charles T hom as M asse y,  E xe cutor
c/ o B ecky Wilcox
A ttorney A t L aw
P.O . B ox 3 03
B yron,  G A   3 1 008

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -072
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D  C R E D I -

T O R S
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A
CO U NT Y  O F PE A CH
I N RE :  L U CI L L E  M . PA RH A M
A ll creditors  of  the E s tate of  L ucille M . 
Parham  decease d,  late of  Peach County,  
aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU theiU dePands 
to the undersi g ned according  to law,  and 
all p ers ons  indebted to s aid es tate are 
req uired to m ake im m ediate p aym ent to 
the undersi g ned.
M ay 4,  2026
      Je f f rey M cL ean
      E xe cutor of  the Will of  
      L ucille M . Parham
      1 1 58  Peachtree Rd
      M oultrie,  G A  3 1 78 8
Robert R. L awso n 
Daniel,  L awso n,  T ug g le &  Je rles,  L L P
3Rst 2ffiFe %R[ ��
Perry,  G eorg ia 3 1 06 9

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -087
NO T I CE  O F L O CA T I O N A PPRO VA L  O F 
PE A CH  CO U NT Y  PRO JE CT  T O  PA VE  

L I L L Y  CRE E K  RO A D
Notice is hereby g ive n in accordance with 
0.C.G .A . Sections  22- 2- 1 09 and 3 2- 3 - 5 that 
the Peach County B oard of  Com m is s ioners  
has ap p rov ed the location of  this p roj ect. 
T he date of  location ap p rova l is M ay 1 2th,  
2026 . T he p rop ose d p roj ect is the p avi ng  
of  L illy Creek Road. T he p rop ose d p roj ect 
is located in L and L ot 49 of  the 9th L and 
Dis trict of  Peach County,  G eorg ia. T he 
p roj ect will cons is t of  obtaining  rig hts  of  way 
f or trans p ortation p urp os es  and is  intended 
to be use d f or enj oym ent by the p ublic and 
f or p ublic trans p ortation p urp os es  including  
the p as s ag e of  v ehicles . T he neces s ary 
UiJhts Rf Za\ aUe PRUe sSeFifiFall\ shRZn 
on the p lats  entitled certain T op og rap hic 
Surv ey f or I ng ram  &  A s s ociates ,  dated 
February 28 ,  2024,  p rep ared by I ng ram  &  
A s s ociates  in L and L ots  23 6  and 245 of  the 
6 th L and Dis trict of  Peach County,  G eorg ia 
and L and L ots 78 ,  79,  8 0,  8 1 ,  &  8 2 of  the 
9th L and Dis trict of  Peach County,  G eorg ia. 
T he p roj ect p lans and p lats of  the p roj ect 
aUe NeSt Rn file at the RffiFe Rf the 3eaFh 
County B oard of  Com m is s ioners . T he p lats  
s how the orig inal roadway and req uired 
additional rig ht of  way. A  cop y of  the p lat 
or m ap  m ay be obtained f or a nom inal 
fee fURP the RffiFe Rf the 3eaFh &Runt\ 
Com m issi oners,  21 3  Perso ns Street,  Fort 
Valley,  G eorg ia 3 1 01 0 and p aying  a nom -
inal cost  thereof  to cove r the exp ense  of  
cop ying  and m ailing .

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -081
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 

I N  R E : E ST AT E  O F W I L L I E  R E I D , D E -
C E ASE D  
E ST AT E  N O . 2026 -AD M -7277 
PE T I T I O N  FO R  L E T T E R S O F AD M I N I S-

T R AT I O N  N O T I C E  
T O :  A NY  A ND A L L  I NT E RE ST E D PA R-
T I E S and to whom  it m ay concern:  
L O RE A  RE I D has  p etitioned f or L O RE A  
RE I D to be ap p ointed adm inist rator( s)  of  
the est ate of  WI L L I E  RE I D decease d,  of  
sa id county. ( T he p etitioner has also  ap -
p lied f or waive r of  bond,  waive r of  rep orts,  
waiv er of  s tatem ents ,  and/ or g rant of  
certain p owers  contained in O .C.G .A . §  53 -
1 2- 26 1 .)  A ll interest ed p erso ns are hereby 
nRtified tR shRZ Fause Zh\ said SetitiRn 
s hould not be g ranted. A ll obj ections  to 
the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  f orth 
the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections,  and 
Pust Ee filed Zith the &RuUt Rn RU EefRUe 
JU NE  3 ,  2026  
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.  
A ll obj ections sh ould be sw orn to bef ore 
a notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. 
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing . 
K im  Wilso n
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  K atrina Corbin 
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST RE E T  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G E O RG I A  3 1 03 0
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -073
NO T I CE  T O  DE B T O RS A ND CRE DI T O RS
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A
PE A CH  CO U NT Y
I n RE :  E ST A T E  O F RO B B I E  L E E  M E H A RG
A ll creditors of  the est ate of  Robbie L ee 
M eharg ,  late of  Peach County G A ,  de-
Feased� aUe heUeE\ nRtified tR UendeU in 
their dem ands to the undersi g ned accord-
ing  to law,  and all p erso ns indebted to law,  
and all p ers ons  indebted to s aid es tate 
are req uired to m ake im m ediate p aym ent.  
T his 5th day of  M ay,  2026 .  Sig ned,  L ynn 
M eharg ,  E xe cutor of  Robbie L ee M eharg ,  
deceas ed.  3 6 3 5 H ollyhock Way NW,  
K ennesa w G eorg ia,  3 01 52.

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

L T 26 -09 3
L eg al Notice

T he Peach County,  G eorg ia,  hereby g ive s 
notice of  Peach County,  G eorg ia’ s intent 
to rev is e the f lood haz ard inf orm ation,  
g enerally bounded by Watso n B ouleva rd 
to the north,  Vietnam  Veterans M em orial 
Parkway to the wes t,  and Cres tv iew Church 
Road to the so uth. 
6SeFifiFall\� the ÀRRd ha]aUd infRUPatiRn 
sh all be revi se d along  Sandy Run Creek 
f rom  ap p rox im ately 4, 550 f eet downs tream  
of  Watso n B ouleva rd to j ust  downst ream  
of  Wats on B oulev ard,  Sandy Run Creek 
7UiEutaU\ �� fURP the FRnÀuenFe Zith 6and\ 
Run Creek to ap p rox im ately 4, 6 90 f eet 
uSstUeaP Rf the FRnÀuenFe Zith 6and\ 5un 
Creek,  and Sandy Run Creek T ributary 5,  
fURP the FRnÀuenFe Zith 6and\ 5un &UeeN 
to ap p rox im ately 2, 090 f eet up s tream  of  the 
FRnÀuenFe Zith 6and\ 5un &UeeN.
A s a resu lt of  the revi si on,  the 1 %  annual 
chance water- s urf ace elev ations  s hall 
increas e,  decreas e,  and be es tablis hed 
along  Sandy Run Creek and Sandy Run 
Creek T ributary 3 ,  and be es tablis hed San-
dy Run Creek T ributary 5,   the 1 %  annual 
FhanFe ÀRRdSlain shall Ziden� naUURZ�  and 
be es tablis hed along  Sandy Run Creek and 
Sandy Run Creek T ributary 3  and be es tab-
lish ed along  Sandy Run Creek T ributary 5.
M ap s and detailed analysi s of  the revi si on 
can be rev iewed at the Warner Robins  City 
H all at 6 1 0B  Wats on B lv d.,  Warner Robins ,  
G A  3 1 099. I nteres ted p ers ons  m ay call Vic-
tor Sav ag e,  A s s is tant E ng ineering  Director,  
at ( 478 )  3 02- 5500 f or additional inf orm ation 
f rom  8 am  to 5p m ,  M onday throug h Friday.

M ay 27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  1 7,  2026

L T 26 -085
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T  O F 

PE AC H  C O U N T Y  
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A 

I N  R E : M I C H E L L E  PAD R AI GN  B R E N -
N AN , D E C E ASE D  
E ST AT E  N O . 2025-PR O -7149  

N O T I C E  O F PE T I T I O N  T O  FI L E  FO R  
Y E AR ’ S SU PPO R T  

T he p etition of  A NNE T T E  E L E A NO R 
B RE NNA N f or a year’ s su p p ort f rom  the 
est ate of  M I CH E L L E  PA DRA I G N B RE N-
NA N decease d,  f or decedent’ s ( su rvi vi ng  
s p ous e) ( and) ( m inor child( ren) ) ,  hav ing  
Eeen dul\ filed� all inteUested SeUsRns aUe 
heUeE\ nRtified tR shRZ Fause� if an\ the\ 
have ,  on or bef ore 
J une 1 0,  2026  why s aid p etition s hould 
not be g ranted.  
A ll obj ections  to the p etition m us t be in 
writing ,  s etting  f orth the g rounds  of  any 
suFh REMeFtiRns� and Pust Ee filed Rn RU 
bef ore the tim e s tated in the p receding  
s entence. A ll obj ections  s hould be s worn to 
bef ore a notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate 
FRuUt FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\. &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees. ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date. I f  
nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed the SetitiRn Pa\ Ee 
g ranted without a hearing . 
K im  Wilso n 
Ju dg e of  the Probate Court 
B y:  K atrina Corbin
Clerk of  the Probate Court 
205 WE ST  CH U RCH  ST RE E T  
FO RT  VA L L E Y  G A  3 1 03 0 
478 - 8 25- 23 1 3  

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -086
I N  T H E  PR O B AT E  C O U R T

C O U N T Y  O F PE AC H
ST AT E  O F GE O R GI A

E ST AT E  N O .  2026 -PR O -7278
I N  R E :  E ST AT E  O F L O U I S R I D L E Y

PE T I T I O N  T O  PR O B AT E  W I L L  I N  
SO L E M N  FO R M

T O : R I C K Y  GL ASC O , FL O Y D  R I D L E Y , 
C AR L O S R I D L E Y  AN D  AN Y  AN D  AL L  
I N T E R ST E D  PAR T I E S :  T his  is  to notif y 
\Ru tR file REMeFtiRn� if theUe is an\� tR the 
Petition to Probate Will in Solem n Form ,  
in this Court on or bef ore J U N E  10, 2026 .
B E  N O T I FI E D  FU R T H E R :  A ll obj ections  
to the p etition m ust  be in writing ,  se tting  
f orth the g rounds of  any su ch obj ections.   
A ll obj ections sh ould be sw orn to bef ore 
a notary p ublic or bef ore a p robate court 
FleUN� and filinJ fees Pust Ee tendeUed 
with your obj ections,  unless you q ualif y to 
file as an indiJent SaUt\.  &RntaFt SUREate 
court p ers onnel f or the req uired am ount 
Rf filinJ fees.  ,f an\ REMeFtiRns aUe filed� a 
hearing  will be sch eduled at a later date.  
,f nR REMeFtiRns aUe filed� the SetitiRn Pa\ 
be g ranted without a hearing .
T his  M ay 1 3  2026
K im W ils on, PR O B AT E  J U D GE
B y: / s /  K atrina C orb in
C lerk  of the Prob ate C ourt
205 W es t C hurch Street
Fort Valley, Georg ia 31030
(478) 825-2313
A T T O RNE Y :   T im  J.  T hom p so n
( 478 )  471 - 9900

M ay 20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  1 0,  2026

L T 26 -075
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S AN D

C R E D I T O R S
ST A T E  O F G E O RG I A
CO U NT Y  O F PE A CH
I N RE :   E ST A T E  O F DO RI S W. FRY
A ll creditors of  the E st ate of  Doris W. Fry,  
late Rf 3eaFh &Runt\� aUe heUeE\ nRtified 
to render their dem ands  to the unders ig ned 
according  to law,  and all p erso ns indebted 
to sa id est ate are req uired to m ake im m e-
diate p aym ent to the undersi g ned.
T his 6 th day of  M ay 2026

Richard M . Fry,  E xe cutor 
of  the Will of  Doris W. Fry

      2003 6  L ove ll Road
A thens,  G A  3 56 1 4

Robert T . T ug g le,  I I I
Daniel,  L awso n,  T ug g le &  Je rles,  L L P
3Rst 2ffiFe %R[ ��
Perry,  G eorg ia 3 1 06 9

M ay 1 3 ,  20,  27,  Ju ne 3 ,  2026

E ND L E G A L S
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FAMILY FEATURES

Our concerns about Alex’s growth began around 
the age of 7,” said his mother, Diane Benke.

Though Alex measured around the 50th percentile 
for weight, his height consistently hovered around 
the 20th percentile. Benke’s instincts told her some­
thing wasn’t quite right.

“I kept asking our pediatrician if this could mean 
something more,” she said. “Each time, I was 
reassured that everything was fine. After all, I’m 
only 5 feet tall myself.”

At first, Benke tried setting her worries aside. 
Alex was one of the youngest in his class, and she 
wondered if he could simply be a “late bloomer.”

However, as Alex progressed through elementary 
school, particularly in the 4th and 6th grades, his 
height percentile dropped into the single digits. The 
height difference between Alex and his peers became 
impossible to ignore.

Despite Benke’s growing concerns, their pedia­
trician continued to assure them Alex was fine.

“We were told as long as he was making some 
progress on the growth chart, there was no need to 
worry,” she said, “but we were never actually shown 
the charts.”

It wasn’t until one of Benke’s friends confided that 
her own daughter had recently been diagnosed with 
Pediatric Growth Hormone Deficiency (PGHD) that 
she decided to seek an endocrinologist.

“Although it took several months to get an app­
ointment,” Benke said, “we were determined to get 
more answers.”

Navigating the Diagnosis Process
Getting a diagnosis for many medical conditions 
can be a long journey. However, early detection 
and diagnosis of PGHD is important. It can help 
minimize the impact on overall health and support 
optimal growth.

Once Alex was seen by a pediatric endocrinologist, he 
underwent a series of evaluations, including bloodwork, 
a bone age X­ray to compare his chronological age with 
his skeletal age and a growth hormone stimulation test, 
which measures the body’s ability to produce growth 
hormone. He also had a brain MRI to rule out the 
potential of any pituitary abnormalities.

The results of these tests confirmed the diagnosis of 
PGHD, a rare condition that occurs when the pituitary 

gland does not produce enough growth hormone. 
PGHD affects an estimated 1 in 4,000-10,000 children.

Some common signs parents might notice include: 
their child being significantly shorter than other kids 
their age, slower growth rate over time, delayed 
puberty, reduced muscle strength or lower energy 
levels, slower bone development and delayed 
physical milestones.

“Receiving Alex’s diagnosis was a relief,” Benke 
said. “It provided clarity and a path forward.”

Moving Forward with Treatment
“While the diagnosis process was exhausting, starting 
treatment made the process worthwhile,” Benke said.

For decades, daily injections of a drug called 
somatropin, which is similar to the growth hormone 
your body produces, have been the standard of care 
for PGHD. It wasn’t until 2015 that the Growth 
Hormone Research Society recognized the need for a 
long-acting growth hormone (LAGH), offering once-
weekly dosing as an alternative to daily injections.

Benke explained navigating the insurance approval 
process was another challenge.

“Our insurance required us to try a daily medication 
before approving a weekly option,” she said.

Alex spent three months on daily medication, often 
missing doses, before he was approved to switch to a 
weekly treatment option.

“The weekly option made such a positive impact,” 
Benke said. “We now have minimal disruptions to 
our daily routine and Alex hasn’t missed a single 
dose since.”

Beyond a more convenient dosing option, the change 
gave Benke peace of mind.

“We could focus more on being a family again, 
without the daily worries of his next dose,” she said.

If you’re concerned about your child’s growth, talk 
to their doctor as soon as possible. Early diagnosis is 
important, as treatment becomes less effective once a 
child’s bones stop growing.

Benke’s advice to other parents: “Trust your 
instincts. If something feels wrong, seek out a 
specialist and push for answers and don’t give up, 
even when faced with hurdles… Stay hopeful and 
persistent – it’s a journey worth fighting for.”

Visit GHDinKids.com to download a doctor discussion 
guide to help prepare for your next appointment.

Recognizing the Signs of Pediatric 
Growth Hormone Deficiency

How Early Recognition and Advocacy 
Helped One Family Find Answers

“

FEATURE IMPACT

Y ou’re not imagining it – like many goods and services, 
pet care costs have gone up.

In fact, H ealthy Paws Pet Insurance reported a 38% increase 
in pet services over the past five years with pet parents spending 
more than $ 4,200 a year on routine expenses for a cat or dog.

Lots of factors are driving increased costs, from higher 
ingredient prices for pet food – like meat and grains – 
to veterinary drug shortages. Add in rising labor and 
transportation costs and those everyday expenses can start 
to take a bigger bite out of your budget.

There are simple ways to keep costs in check, however, 
while still giving your furry friends the care they deserve: 

1.  P rioritize P reventive Care
Routine checkups, vaccinations and screenings can catch health 
issues early when they are easier and less expensive to treat. 
Most pets should see a veterinarian at least once a year, while 
puppies, kittens and senior pets may need more frequent visits.

Preventive medications play an important role as well. 
Treating heartworm disease, for example, can cost thousands 
while monthly prevention costs $ 15-$ 30.

2.  Focus on D aily W ellness
Consistent exercise helps reduce the risk of chronic 
conditions and supports overall health� 0ost dogs benefit 
from at least 30 minutes of daily activity while cats need 
regular play to stay active.

Feeding appropriate portions can also help with weight 
maintenance. Portion sizes vary, but a good starting point is 
the feeding guidelines on your pet food label, adjusting as 
needed with your veterinarian’s input.

3.  Find Support in Y our Community
Many local humane societies and rescue groups offer 
resources that make pet care more accessible, including 
low-cost vaccinations, spay and neuter services and 
discounted supplies.

For seniors, local Meals on Wheels providers can be 
important resources. With support from PetSmart Charities, 
many local providers offer free pet food and, in some 
cases, services like veterinary care and grooming. To date, 
20 million pet meals have been delivered through this 
collaboration, helping keep pets healthy and in loving homes 
with older adults.

4.  P lan A head for U nexpected Costs
Even with routine care, unexpected illnesses or injuries can 
happen – and costs can add up. The PetSmart Charities-Gallup 
State of Pet Care research revealed 52% of pet parents skipped 
or declined veterinary care services in 2025, with the majority 
citing cost as the key barrier.

Pet insurance can help manage risk. Most policies reim-
burse a percentage of covered veterinary costs after you meet 
a deductible, helping offset unexpected bills. Plans vary, but 
average monthly premiums are around $ 60 for dogs and 
$ 30 for cats.

It’s also important to be open with your veterinarian about 
financial concerns� ,n many cases� clinics may be able to offer 
payment plans, or look for low-cost-veterinary care resources 
in your area.

7o find a local provider and learn whether pet support is 
available in your area, visit mealsonwheelsamerica.org/ lovepets.

A devastating cancer diagnosis left Lois 
hospitalized for eight months. Afterward, 
she began receiving home-delivered meals 
through her local Meals on Wheels provider. 
That connection proved to be a lifeline.

“When I was sick,” Lois said, “the Meals 
on Wheels volunteers ... were the only 
company I had.”

That changed when a small white kitten 
with calico markings showed up at her front 
door. Today, that kitten – now named Grace 
– is rarely far from Lois’s side.

Though Grace softens Lois’s loneliness, 
caring for a pet on a fi[ed income isn¶t 
always easy. For many seniors, it can mean 

making difficult choices� like stretching 
groceries or delaying medical care, just 
to afford pet food and supplies. Through 
support from her local provider, food is 
delivered for Grace as part of Lois’s regular 
meal service, helping keep them both healthy, 
happy and, most importantly, together.

Cost Management for a Healthy, Happy Furry Friend
5 Ways to Save Money While 

Giving Your Pet Excellent Care

A Companion Through It All
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R eachin g O ver  3 6, 000 R ead er s in  P each,  M acon  an d  D ooly C ou n ties

3laFe <RuU &lassified $d %\
C alling  U s  At 478-825-2432

O r Fax:  478 - 8 25- 41 3 0
Deadline For Classifieds:
The Leader Tribune 

- Friday by 5pm
The Citizen Georgian 

- Friday by 5pm
The Vienna News Observer 

- Friday by 5pm
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GO T  I T E M S?
Place your ad in 

T he L eader T ribune

478-825-2432

H E L P W AN T E D H E L P W AN T E D

SE R VI C E  GU I D E  - Find  B us ines s / Service Y ou N eed
CALL-A-PRO

Bradshaw’s 
Heating & Air

401 Green Street Fort Valley, GA
Office (478)825-006 8   Cell (478)9 51-476 3

WE’VE BEEN IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS AND 
STILL GOING STRONG. Jonathan Quick

Y ard / E s tate Sales

Partial E s tate Y ard s ale J une 6  
7:30-til. 2420 U S H wy 341 N . Perry.
5 f am ilies,  m en,  ladies,  kids,  hom e decor,  
so m e f urniture,  f abric of  all kind,  hardware 
f or drap ery,  up holst ering  thing s,  toys,  baby 

clothes,  craf t su p p lies,  liq uidating  m ost  se wing  
m achines ( se rg ers,  hem m er,  em broidery)  
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Trojans Dominate Region Honors, Return Core 
of Championship-Caliber Talent

By: Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

�e future remains bright for the 
Peach County Trojans baseball pro-
gram a�er an outstanding 2026 season 
that saw numerous players earn top 
honors in Region 1-AAA.

�e Trojans were heavily represented 
on the All-Region teams, showcasing 
the depth, talent, and hard work that 
helped make Peach County one of the 
premier programs in the region.

Earning All-Region 1-AAA Second 
Team honors were Matthew Cannon, 

Dawson Whaley, and Zachary Veillon. 
Each player played a signi�cant role 
throughout the season, providing lead-
ership and consistency for the Trojans 
on both sides of the ball.

Named to the prestigious All-Region 
1-AAA First Team were Ben Wilford, 
Miller Greene, Wyatt Blanton, and 
Owen Meredith. �eir standout perfor-
mances throughout the season helped 
lead Peach County to another success-
ful campaign and established them 
among the region’s elite players.

On the mound, Evan Rush was rec-
ognized as the Region 1-AAA Pitcher 

of the Year, a testament to his domi-
nance and ability to consistently deliv-
er in big-game situations. Rush’s com-
mand, competitiveness, and reliability 
made him one of the most feared pitch-
ers in the region.

�e Trojans also claimed some of 
the region’s highest individual honors. 
Rigsby Booth and Avery Horne were 
named Region 1-AAA Co-Players of 
the Year, recognizing their tremendous 
impact and leadership throughout the 
season. Both players were instrumental 
in Peach County’s success and consis-
tently delivered when their team need-

ed them most.
Adding to the Trojans’ collection of 

awards, Xavion Childs earned Region 
1-AAA Co-O�ensive Player of the Year 
honors a�er an exceptional season at 
the plate. Childs proved to be one of 
the region’s most dangerous hitters and 
a key contributor to Peach County’s of-
fensive production.

Perhaps the most exciting news for 
Trojan fans is that nearly all of these 
award winners are expected to return 
next season. Childs, who is graduat-
ing, is the lone honoree who will not be 
back, meaning Peach County will bring 

back a wealth of experience, talent, and 
leadership heading into 2027.

With a roster loaded with proven 
performers, award-winning players, 
and one of the strongest returning 
cores in Region 1-AAA, expectations 
will undoubtedly be high for the Tro-
jans next spring. If this season’s honors 
are any indication, Peach County base-
ball appears poised to remain a force in 
Georgia high school baseball for years 
to come.

Spring Game Peach vs. Northside 2026 Part 2

Photo by Tourris Leary, Sports Reporter
Quarterback #3 Samuel Sands hands the ball to running back #21 Zion Ellison, 

resulting in a first down for the Trojans. 

Photo by Tourris Leary, Sports Reporter
Up coming Freshman #17 Branden Strickland 

made his first varsity appearance against Nortside 
in the spring game.

Photo by Tourris Leary, Sports Reporter
#23 Justin Harrell made a great play on third down to force Northside to punt on 

fourth down.

Atrium Health Navicent expands 
lifesaving EMS services and technology

 Upgraded 911 systems, new ambulance headquarters and pre-hospital blood 
transfusions enhance emergency care

By AtriumHealth Navicent
MACON, Ga., May 21, 2026 – Atri-

um Health  Navicent  is  expanding 
lifesaving EMS services and technolo-
gy through improvements to 911 emer-
gency  communications infrastructure, 
a new ambulance headquarters and of-
fering pre-hospital blood transfusions.

�e health system invested  nearly 
$400,000 to upgrade its EMS Commu-
nications Center, improving Atrium 
Health  Navicent  EMS’s ability to re-
ceive, manage and process emergency 
calls with greater speed and reliability. 
With modernized call routing and en-
hanced system stability, teams can pro-

vide aid even during periods of high 
call volume or in the unlikely event of a 
system disruption.

�e health system also  recent-
ly  opened a new ambulance head-
quarters on Riverside Drive near the 
Interstate 75 Pierce Avenue exit, help-
ing  expedite  response times.  Addi-
tionally, Atrium Health  Navicent  am-
bulances are now carrying blood for 
pre-hospital transfusions  to help pa-
tients who experience  traumatic inju-
ries or signi�cant blood loss. 

As Atrium Health  Navicent  recog-
nizes National EMS Week, May 17–23, 
these enhancements underscore the 

critical role EMS professionals play in 
delivering  timely, lifesaving care and 
connecting communities to essential 
health services.

“�ese improvements re�ect Atri-
um Health’s commitment to the safe-
ty and well-being of the communi-
ties we serve,” said Atrium Health 
Georgia Area President  Delvecchio 
Finley. “By investing in our EMS pro-
gram,  we’re  ensuring care is provided 
faster and at a higher quality when sec-
onds matter. Every improvement we 
make is focused on saving lives and de-
livering the highest level of care across 
central and south Georgia.”

As one of Georgia’s largest and most 
comprehensive EMS providers, Atri-
um Health  Navicent  EMS responds 
to thousands of 911 calls each year, 
serving as a vital link between Atri-
um Health  Navicent  hospitals and 
the surrounding community. In addi-
tion to Macon-Bibb County, Atrium 
Health  Navicent  EMS serves Baldwin, 
Jones, Treutlen, Twiggs and Wilkinson 
counties.

“For 125 years, our EMS teams have 
been a trusted lifeline for families 
across central and south Georgia,” said 
Bud Owens, Georgia area vice presi-
dent of mobile medicine and EMS for 

Advocate Health, of which Atrium 
Health  Navicent  is a part. “�ese en-
hancements position our EMS teams 
to deliver faster, more advanced care 
while ensuring we are prepared to meet 
the growing needs of the communities 
we serve.”

In addition to responding to 
911 calls,  Atrium Health  Navi-
cent  EMS  provides non-emergen-
cy transportation, specialty medical 
transportation for neonatal and pediat-
ric intensive care patients, support for 
community events, and training and 
education programs.

NCMEC: Sen. Ossoff’s Bipartisan Law Forcing 
Big Tech to Report Child Predators

By the o�ce of  Jon Osso� U.S. 
Senator for Georgia

Washington, D.C. — New data from 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children (NCMEC) found 
U.S. Senator Jon Osso� ’s bipartisan law 
is forcing big tech companies to report 
child predators.

Two years ago this month, Sen. Os-
so� ’s bipartisan REPORT Act became 
law, which — for the �rst time — re-
quires big tech companies to report 
crimes involving enticement of chil-
dren to the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children (NCMEC). 

According to  NCMEC’s latest 2025 
report, Sen. Osso� ’s bipartisan law is 
forcing big tech companies to report 

online predators.
According to NCMEC, “In 2023, 

one year before the REPORT Act was 
enacted, online platforms submitted 
8,480 CyberTipline reports relating to 
child sex tra�cking.  In 2025, the �rst 
full year a�er implementation, online 
platforms submitted 105,877 reports 
– a more than 1,100% increase that 
underscores the impact of expanded 
reporting requirements.”

“I know that for every parent in 
Georgia, the worst nightmare is your 
child being tra�cked and approached 
by a predator online, and it happens ev-
ery single day across the country,” Sen. 
Osso� said.  “�at’s why I worked to 
bring Republicans and Democrats to-

gether to pass the REPORT Act  into 
law so that social media and tech com-
panies are required to report evidence 
of sexual enticement or tra�cking of 
children online to the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children”

Sen. Osso� ’s bipartisan law, which 
he introduced alongside  Sen. Marsha 
Blackburn (R-TN),  also requires evi-
dence to be preserved for a longer peri-
od, giving law enforcement more time 
to investigate and prosecute crimes, 
and increases �nes for companies that 
knowingly and willfully fail to report 
child sex abuse material on their site.

Sen. Osso� continues working to 
protect children online.

Last month, Sen. Osso�  launched 

inquiries  with Apple, Google, Meta, 
Amazon, and X over tech companies’ 
advertisement and distribution of 
“nudifying” apps that allow users to 
swi�ly create explicit images of chil-
dren and teenagers.

In December, the U.S. Sen-
ate  passed  Sens. Osso� and Chuck 
Grassley (R-IA)’s bipartisan  Prevent-
ing Child Tra�cking Act of 2025  to 
strengthen coordination between the 
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) to prevent child traf-
�cking and protect kids.

In July 2025, Sen. Osso�  cospon-
sored the bipartisan Kids Online Safety 
Act, which would impose new require-

ments on digital platforms to protect 
children from being targeted online 
with harmful content.

In March 2025, Sen. Osso� cospon-
sored  the bipartisan  Children and 
Teens’ Online Privacy Protection Act 
(COPPA 2.0)  to limit use of children’s 
information for individually targeted 
advertising.

In 2023, Sens. Osso� and Grassley’s 
bipartisan Preventing Child Sex Abuse 
Act of 2023 was signed into law, which 
strengthened Federal protections 
against the sexual abuse of children, in-
cluding online exploitation.

House Bill 251(HB 251) What you need to know
By PCSS House Bill 251 (HB 251) al-

lows parents to request a 
transfer for their child to 
a school outside of their 
attendance zone based on 
available space. School dis-
tricts determine available 
classroom space a�er all 
zoned students have been 
enrolled.

***Please note that, by 
law, parents who transfer a 
student under HB 251 are 

responsible for all transporta-
tion to and from school. Trans-
portation will not be provided 
by the Peach County School 
System.

Elementary and middle 
school classroom space is 
grade-speci�c, and the availabil-
ity of slots will not be �nalized 
until the tenth day of school. All 
students will begin the school 
year at their zoned school. �is 
timeline allows for more accu-

rate enrollment numbers based 
on new students zoned for the 
school.

All students will begin at their 
zoned school and, if approved 
under HB 251, will be eligible 
to transfer upon noti�cation of 
approval.

When completing the appli-
cation, please ensure you enter 
a valid email address. Approval 
and denial noti�cations will be 
sent by email. Applications will 

be considered on a �rst-come, 
�rst-served basis, and families 
will be noti�ed of their status by 
mid-August.

For the 2026-2027 school 
year, several schools are oper-
ating near capacity. While all 
applications will be considered, 
space limitations may prevent 
some requests from being ap-
proved. Families interested in a 
transfer are encouraged to apply 
as early as possible but should 

plan for their child to attend 
their zoned school unless and 
until a transfer is approved.

Applications will be accepted 
from June 1, 2026 through June 
18, 2026. 

Please submit one application 
per student.

Apply here(�is link will be 
active at 8:00 am on June 1st):

https://peach.school/hb251 
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By PCSS
Congratulations to Peach County Trojans Baseball Alumnus, Jackson Peavy, on winning the SEC 

Championship with Georgia Baseball. Go Jackson and Go Dawgs!

Jackson Peavy, on winning 
the SEC Championship

478-825-2432
Sub s crib e T od ay!
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�e 40th Georgia Peach Festival, a shared event between 
Fort Valley and Byron and home of the World’s Largest 

Peach Cobbler, returns June 5-6 in Fort Valley 
and June 13, 2026 in Byron!

Stop in for co�ee with us and we’ll show you around.

Join us at the

Georgia Peach 

Festival!

TOURBYRON.COM

alon g with the B yron Police
&  Fire D ep artments  an d  the

Convention & Visitors Bureau

Welcome All 
to the 2026

Georgia Peach 
Festival!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Have Fun & Be Safe!

Hope you return    

       
       

next year.

On the behalf  of  the 
City of  Fort Valley

Mayor 
Shakeena Reeves 

& City Council Members

J une 5-6 , 2025
Fort Valley

J une 13, B yron
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Peach Count\ SheriII¶s 2I¿ce ����� ��������
���� SSruce Street ([tension • Fort Valle\� *$ �����

Peach County comes in 
first place every time 
we come together to 

celebrate our 
Georgia Peach Festival!

Sheriff “Buck” 
Shannon

and the Peach County
6heUiff’s 2ffiFe

E Q U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Ca l l  t h e  p r o s  a t  Re a l  Es t a t e  So u t h  
w h e n  i t s  t i m e  t o  b u y  o r  s e l l !
Sandee Khoury - Broker
Devon Davis - Assoc. Broker
(478) 320-5551

B Y R O N  
203 W es t W hite R d .

����� �������� 2I¿ce   
(478) 9 56 -2020 Fax

Great Locations For Your Business, 
Beautiful Homes For Your Lifestyle

Keeping Our 
County...
Peachy!

110 Gralan D r. Suite A   B yron, GA 31008
www.onthemark g a.com

SHIRTS - CAPS - EMBROIDERY - BANNERS - SIGNS - VEHICLE GRAPHICS & MORE

Proud to Support 
The Georgia Peach Festival
Come Out and Enjoy the Good Times!

Fort Valley Fire 
Department

Call 911 for Emergencies

We’re Fired Up
for the Georgia Peach 

Festival!
We encourag e the com m unity to com e out and attend 

this  wonderf ul f es tiv al in Peach County.
B e m indf ul of  your s urrounding  and s tay hydrated.

Let’s have a safe and fun-filled Festival.
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FT. VALLEY - 2026 Georgia Peach Festival Schedule of Events

Fort Valley E vents : Frid ay, J une 5 and  Saturd ay, J une 6  
will be held in Downtown Fort Valley at 205 W. Church Street.

B yron E vents : Saturd ay, J une 13 will be held at 
North Peach Park at 497 W. White Road.

I- 7 5  Ex i t  1 4 2,  3  Mi l e s  Ea s t  
o f  F o r t  V a l l e y ,  Ge o r g i a

l a n e s o u t h e r n o r c h a r d s . c o m  

 W hen you vis it Peach C ounty, 
you mus t vis it our Peach Farm!   

Y o u  w o u l d n ’ t  d r i v e  b y  Gr a n d m a ’ s  h o u s e
w i t h o u t  s t o p p i n g ,  w o u l d  y o u ?

Peachtree C afe &  B ak ery
B reak fas t, lunch and  g ood nes s  g racious  g ood ies

• Fresh Seasonal Produce • Roadside Market
• Peach Ice Cream & Cobbler

• Bus & RV Parking

Bradshaw’s 
Heating & Air

401 Green Street Fort Valley, GA

Jonathan Quick
Shop (478)825.0068   Cell (478)951.4763

Serving the Community for over 20 Years

GA Peach Festival 
a Cool Place to be!



Come out to 
Fort Valley, Georgia for 
a sweet peachy treat! 
Get a taste from the 

Worlds Largets Peach 
Cobbler!
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A & E Styles
H a i r  C u t s  a n d  C o l o r  f o r  G u y s  a n d  G a l s

M a s s a g e  &  D e e p  S e a  M u d  M a s k  
Gift Certificates Available

124 Gralan Drive #3, Byron, GA
C all for an Ap p ointment

478-9 56 -1231

Celebrating the 
Georgia

Peach Festival

BYRON - 2026 Georgia Peach Festival Schedule of Events

Fort Valley E vents : Frid ay, J une 5 and  Saturd ay, J une 6  will be held 
in Downtown Fort Valley at 205 W. Church Street.

B yron E vents : Saturd ay, J une 13 will be held at  North Peach Park at 497 W. White Road.
www.gapeachfestival.com  478-672-9000
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FEATURE IMPACT

In those precious few minutes 
between waking up and heading 
out the door or arriving home 
from school pickup, the pantry is 

a common destination. Seeking a grab-
and-go lunch, sending your student off 
with a bite of protein or searching for an 
afternoon snack can leave you scanning 
the shelves for a go-to solution.

With snackers increasingly mindful 
about what they put in their bodies, 
you’re not alone if you’re looking for a 
snacking shakeup – in fact, in a recent 
survey conducted by Bumble Bee 
Seafoods and FleishmanH illard’s TRUE 
Global Intelligence, 50% of Americans 
agreed it¶s hard to find snacks that meet 
all their needs. According to the survey, 
people are looking for foods that offer:
n “Bang for their buck” ( 7 8%)
n Affordability ( 61%)
n Protein packed ( 51%)
n 0eet specific dietary goals �����
n Easy to eat on the go ( 35%)
Among all factors, however, 7 0% said 

great taste is most important, proving 

flavor remains the single biggest driver 
of snacking decisions. 

In response to demand for 
powerhouse snacks that do it all while 
tasting amazing, Bumble Bee Snackers 
easy-open, single-serve cans are shaking 
up snack time with a variety of bold 
flavors that are perfect for any time� 
place, budget or craving. 

7he various uniTue flavors can be 
eaten right from the can and are perfect 
for snacking occasions, from zesty 
Lemon Pepper to bold and savory 
H ickory Smoke, tastebud-tingling Sweet 
H eat, spicy Thai Chili and nostalgic 
Tuna Salad while traditionalists can opt 
for classic Chunk Light Tuna.

“Snacking has evolved,” said Dana 
K owal, senior director brand marketing 
and corporate affairs at Bumble Bee 
Seafoods. “People want it all: bold 
flavor� real protein and grab-and-go 
simplicity – and they want it at a price 
that makes sense.”

The 3-ounce cans are premixed and 
can be enjoyed straight from the can, 
paired with crackers or veggies, or 
tossed in salads, sandwiches or wraps. 

To turn them into quick, family-friendly 
dinners or make-ahead lunches, consider 
these adorably colorful and crave-
worthy Rainbow Tuna Bowls balanced 
with sweet mango, creamy avocado, 
crisp radish and spicy tuna.

For a perfect addition to your game 
day spread, these Bang Bang Tuna 
Sliders are spicy, creamy, crunchy 
and easier to make than they look 
with just a few ingredients and fun 
flavor. Tuna is topped with a layer 
of coleslaw and spicy mayo to solve 
those afternoon hunger pangs whether 
you’re in the office or enjoying the 
comforts of home.

When dinnertime calls for a busy-
season meal that¶s light yet filling� 
Garden Farro Tuna Salad is a must-
save recipe to add to your rotation. 
It’s bright, herbaceous and offers easy 
experimentation – simply swap similar 
ingredients based on what’s fresh and 
in-season or make it all your own with 
your family’s favorite produce.

7o find more snacking solutions that 
are packed with flavor while saving time 
and money, visit BumbleBee.com.

Rainbow Tuna Bowls
Servings: 2

2 cups cooked sushi rice
2 radishes, sliced
1 can Bumble Bee Snackers Sweet Heat Tuna
1 mango, cubed
3 tablespoons shelled edamame
1 avocado, sliced

1/4 cup shredded red cabbage
2 tablespoons thinly sliced scallion

  furikake, for serving
  Sriracha, for serving
In two shallow bowls, layer rice on bottom then evenly divide radish, 
tuna, mango, edamame, avocado, cabbage and scallion. Sprinkle with 
furikake and Sriracha.

Garden Farro Tuna Salad
6ervings� �

2 quarts salted water
1 cup pearled farro

1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 

   (1 lemon)
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 

   dill, basil or mint
1 tablespoon honey

1/2 teaspoon sea salt
1 can Bumble Bee Snackers 

   Tuna Salad 
6 small radishes or 

   1 cucumber, sliced
1 cup cherry tomatoes, halved

1/2 cup roasted hazelnuts
  freshly ground black pepper, 
   to taste
  crumbled feta or goat cheese, 
   for serving (optional) 
In medium pot over high heat, bring 
water to boil. Add farro, reduce heat 
and simmer uncovered until tender, 
20-30 minutes. Drain; do not rinse.

In large bowl, whisk oil, lemon 
juice, herbs, honey and salt. Stir in 
cooked farro to evenly coat; set aside 
or refrigerate to cool.

Once farro is chilled or at room 
temperature, fold in tuna, radish or 
cucumber and tomato. Sprinkle with 
nuts and black pepper, to taste. Serve 
with cheese, if desired.

Bang Bang Tuna Sliders
Servings: 2

8 ounces tri-color shredded 
   cabbage (coleslaw mix)

2 tablespoons fresh lime juice 
   (1 lime)

2 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 teaspoon sea salt
1/4 cup mayo

2 tablespoons sweet Thai 
   chili sauce

1 can Bumble Bee Snackers Thai 
   Chili Tuna, included whole 
   chili minced and reserved

4 slider buns
In small bowl, mix cabbage, lime juice, 
oil and salt.

In another small bowl, mix mayo, chili 
sauce and minced chili from tuna can.

On bottom of each bun, evenly 
divide layer of coleslaw followed by 
tuna. Drizzle sauce over top, to taste. 
Cap with top bun and serve.
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Real-world connection has become 
increasingly rare and if you’ve felt the 
effects, you’re not alone. After years 
of digital-first habits becoming the new 

norm, many people are looking to rediscover face-
to-face social interaction – “IRL,” in real life, not 
from behind a screen.

With many Americans now spending less time 
together than ever before as in-person contact 
continues to decline, according to data from the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, Teremana Tequila is inviting people 
back to something simple: the table. Rooted in 
the philosophy of Mana – the brand’s guiding 
core philosophy and belief that good energy is 
contagious and the best moments in life happen 
when people come together – its “Share the Table, 
Share the Mana” initiative and partnership with 
Timeleft, a global app that matches strangers into 
small groups for real-life meetups, is a call for 
real-world connection.

A gradual rebalancing is underway, according 
to Teremana. In a world where people are 
more digitally connected yet more personally 
disconnected, sometimes all it takes is one small 
gesture, like pulling up a chair and sharing a table 
to unlock something transformative.

A ctivity-Based Communities
According to the American Psychiatric Association, 
1 in 3 American adults went at least a week in 
2024 without feeling genuinely connected. In 
response, many people are shifting toward connection 
rooted in shared activities rather than conversation 
alone. Consider Eventbrite’s 2026 Social Trends 
Report, which found 58% of people now prefer 
events where socializing isn’t the primary focus, 
signaling a growing appetite for in-person gatherings 
built around common interests and experiences.

Recurring events – such as weekly trivia nights or 
monthly potlucks – reflect this shift toward activity-
based connection. With a built-in rhythm and 
shared interest, they reduce the pressure of constant 
planning and allow relationships to develop more 
naturally over time. Whether it’s a standing “taco 
Tuesday” or “trivia Thursday,” these gatherings 
create structure that makes it easier for people to 
simply show up and enjoy the moment together.

This shift is also extending beyond trad-
itional community spaces into experiences 
that transform everyday environments into 
opportunities for connection.

Third Spaces, Reimagined
Building on its spirit of good energy and shared 
moments, Teremana Tequila’s “Share the Table, 
Share the Mana” campaign kicked off with a series 
of out-of-home billboards across the country, but 
took a surprising turn when what appeared to be a 
standard billboard concealed a hidden bartender, 
drinks and an open invitation to share the table – 
turning a street corner into an unplanned gathering 
space for strangers. More experiential moments 
like this are on the way.

While digital tools remain central to how people 
connect, they’re increasingly being used to facilitate 
in-person moments – helping organize meetups, 
dinners, and shared experiences in the real world.

For example, by partnering with Timeleft, a 
global app that matches strangers into small groups 
for real-life meetups, Teremana’s idea is becoming 
a nationwide movement. Every Thursday from 
now through August, the Share the Table series 
will bring curated groups of people together at bars 
and restaurants across 13 U.S. cities, creating a 
consistent space for the kind of unscripted human 
connection no screen can replicate.

The nationwide initiative offers a key to 
unlocking something much bigger than one-off 
moments as an investment in infrastructure for 
connection, providing strangers opportunities to 
match with groups of people with similar interests 
and compatibilities.

M ana Paloma

�e Power of Sharing a Table
How Americans are Reviving ‘IRL’ Experiences with Drinks, Dinners and Beyond

N eighborhoods as a N exus for Connection
By meeting and greeting neighbors and attending 
local events, the reliance on digital tools can be 
reversed. Proximity lowers barriers like time and 
distance, increasing the likelihood of repeated 

encounters for after-work drinks or dinner parties 
that allow for relaxed, low-pressure socializing.

For an easy way to break the ice with those near 
you, sharing a drink, or the mana, lets you open up 
your home in a low-stress setting without the pressure 
of cooking for a crowd. These simple at-home 

cocktail recipes for a Cucumber Serrano Margarita or 
Mana Paloma make hosting a breeze – and will leave 
neighbors thinking you’re a natural bartender.

To discover more ways the philosophy of Mana can 
revitalize human connection, visit Timeleft.com.

Cucumber Serrano M argarita

2 ounces Teremana Blanco or Reposado
1 ounce fresh cucumber juice

3/4 ounce fresh lime juice
1/2 ounce agave nectar

3 thin slices serrano pepper, divided
  ice
  cucumber slice, for garnish
  salt, for rim
  tajin, for rim
In cocktail shaker, combine tequila, cucumber 
juice, lime juice, agave nectar and two slices 
serrano pepper; shake with ice. Strain over fresh 
ice into rocks glass.

Garnish with cucumber slice and remaining 
serrano pepper slice. Rim half of glass with salt 
and tajin.

M ana P aloma

  I ce
2 ounces Teremana Blanco
1 ounce grapefruit juice

3/4 ounce lime juice
1/2 ounce simple syrup

  club soda
1 pinch salt

  lime wheel or grapefruit peel, for garnish
In highball glass over ice, combine tequila, 
grapefruit juice, lime juice, simple syrup, club 
soda and salt. Gently stir, garnish with lime 
wheel or grapefruit peel and serve.C ucumb er Serrano M arg arita



s a l e s @ t h e l e a d e r t r i b u n e .c o m
Get your business featured on the Front Page!

Contact us to learn more about advertising in this 
Front Page Top Banner spot. 

Visible at the top of every newspaper rack.

Grow Your Business Premium Advertising Opportunity! 478-825-2432

JUNE 03, 2026 • 7BGeorgia Peach Festival

PRESENTING THE 2026 MISS GEORGIA PEACH QUEENS 

Photo by Sarah Barfield

(front row) Little Miss Georgia Peach – Ellisyn Alyse Boggs of Albany; Tiny Miss Georgia Peach – Ivy James Blalock of Kathleen; Junior Miss Georgia Peach – Lillian Kaiser of Ti�on
(back row) Teen Miss Georgia Peach –Evelyn Susannah McCoy of Baxley; Miss Georgia Peach - Haley Raymond of Kathleen

W orld ’ s  L arg es t 
Peach C ob b ler

Peach Recipes from the Georgia Peach Festival

75 gallons sliced fresh Georgia peaches
150 pounds of self-rising �our
150 pounds sugar
32 gallons milk
90 pounds of butter
Divide self-rising �our, sugar and milk 

into six equal parts and pour into six clean 

trash cans. Mix thoroughly with clean boat 
paddle. Sizzle 90 pounds of butter in a 5 �. 
x 11 �. baking pan six inches deep. Pour in 
batter then add 75 gallons of sliced peaches. 
Bake at 350 degrees for about four hours 
until golden brown. If you can’t get fresh or 
fresh frozen peaches, you better be prepared 
to open a lot of giant cans of peaches.

Q uick  and  E as y Peach C ob b ler
Peach Recipes from the Georgia Peach Festival

2 cups sliced fresh Georgia peaches
1 cup self-rising �our
1 cup sugar
1 cup milk
1 stick of butter
Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees. Mix together 

1 cup self- rising �our, 1 cup sugar and 1 cup 

milk. Melt butter in microwave oven and 
pour into empty disposable baking pan. Be 
sure butter is sizzling and then add batter 
mixture and top with fresh peaches. Bake 25 
to 30 minutes in the pre-heated oven until 
golden brown. If you can’t get fresh or fresh 
frozen peaches, use one large can of Georgia 
peaches.

Peach Recipes

A Few Facts About Peaches
• Peaches are a great source of vitamins A and C.
• You can buy two main varieties of peaches: clingstone and freestone. It is harder to 
remove the �esh from the pit on a clingstone peach.
• The flesh of a peach should have a slight give, but use your whole hand vs. fingertips 
to check.
• A large peach has fewer than 70 calories and contains 3 grams of fiber.
• “�e World’s Largest Peach Cobbler” is made every year in Georgia. The cobbler 
measures 11 feet by 5 feet.
• August is National Peach Month
• Peaches are at their peak from June to the end of August.

Special to 
The Leader-Tribune

Although many desserts 
make for a sweet ending to de-
licious meals, there’s something 
so inviting about a moist and 
tender cobbler to add that yum 
factor. Cobbler consists of a 
fruit filling covered in a biscuit 
batter of sorts. When baked, 
the ingredients blend together 
to form a spoonable treat that 
is tender but with the right 
amount of bite. 

Enjoy this recipe for “Peach 
Cobbler” courtesy of Taste Bet-
ter From Scratch and contribu-
tor Lauren Allen.

Peach Cobbler
Servings: 9
5 peaches, peeled, cored 

and sliced (about 4 cups)
3⁄4 cup granulated sugar

1⁄4 teaspoon salt

For the batter:
6 tablespoons butter
1 cup all-purpose �our
1 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons baking 

powder
1⁄4 teaspoon salt
3⁄4 cup milk

Ground cinnamon

1. Add the sliced peaches, 
sugar and salt to a saucepan and 
stir to combine. If using canned 
peaches, skip steps 1 and 2 and 
follow the directions starting at 
step 3.

2. Cook on medium heat for 
just a few minutes, until the 
sugar is dissolved and helps to 
bring out juices from the peach-
es. Remove from heat and set 
aside.

3. Preheat oven to 350 F. Slice 
butter into pieces and add to a 
9-by-13-inch baking dish. Place 
the pan in the oven while it 
preheats, to allow the butter to 
melt. Once melted, remove the 
pan from the oven.

4. In a large bowl, mix togeth-
er the �our, sugar, baking pow-
der, and salt. Stir in the milk, 
just until combined. Pour the 
mixture into the pan, over the 
melted butter and smooth it 
into an even layer.

5. Spoon the peaches and 
juice (or canned peaches, if us-
ing) over the batter. Sprinkle 
cinnamon generously over the 
top.

6. Bake at 350 F for about 38 
to 40 minutes. Serve warm, with 
a scoop of ice cream, if desired.

Sweeten T he D ay W ith Peaches
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Proudly Supporting the 
GA Peach Festival
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Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the Proudly Supporting the 
“Serving All Middle Georgia Cemeteries”

Kerry, Marianne

235 GA Hwy 49 North, Byron (478) 956-2112
(Next to the Raceway gas station, one block west of I-75)

Fresh Peach or Blackberry Cobbler, 
Peach or Strawberry Ice Cream, and Handmade Candies

BARBOUR FARMSAARR

COUNTRY STORE
Come out and see what we have to offer 

during the Georgia Peach Festival!

Proud to be supporting the

Georgia Peach Festival

500 Anthoine St, Fort Valley, GA 31030
Phone: (478) 825-7701 Fax: (478) 825-7704

www.fvutil.com

David Roberts
 Owner/Operator, 

Byron, GA
Serving All of Georgia

 Email: 
dlr0874@gmail.com

478-538-0978

Come out and enjoy 
�e Georgia Peach Festival!

One of  the 
PEACHIEST 
Festivals Around!




