
By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

PEACH COUNTY, Ga. — Par-
ents of Peach County came for-
ward to speak of the bullying 
their children have been endur-
ing within the Peach County 
School system during the April 
board meeting on Tuesday, 
April 7.
During the public participation 

portion of the meeting, multiple 
parents came forward to speak 
on their children’s behalf about 
the consistent bullying within 
the school district. Many spoke 
of their children being either 
afraid to come forward for fear 
of retaliation or coming forward 
with the issue to the administra-
tion, and no action being taken 
to deter the bullying. 
One parent in attendance was 

Brandy Little, mother of Ava Lit-
tle, a 12-year-old Byron Middle 
School student who died by sui-
cide a�er alleged bullying earlier 
this year on Feb. 25, 2026.
Before the public participation 

part of the meeting, the board 
members spoke, and the super-
intendent spoke brie�y. Board 
member B.J. Walker read the 
Peach County School Board’s 
policy against bullying for those 
in the audience. 
Board member Drenon Everett 

stated that part of the trouble 
the board and its administration 
have had when dealing with bul-
lying is that parents are alleged-
ly telling their children not to 
“snitch”. 
“We as parents have got to 

stop telling our children not to 
snitch. We can’t �nd a resolution 
when you’re telling your child 
‘we don’t snitch’. �at’s a big 
thing in our community with 
our young people. We have got 
to tell them ‘if you see some-
thing, say something’. We have 
got to stop this “I don’t snitch,’” 
Everett said. “It makes it hard for 
our people to get resolutions and 
answers when these type things 
come up. We, as the communi-
ty, we as the board, we expect 
our administrators to commit a 
miracle. To �nd an answer for 
something that you’re not even 
helping with the problem. You’re 
not helping.”
Everett continued stating that 

the school 
board and 
d i s t r i c t 
are striv-
ing to be 
the best 
b o a r d 
and ad-
m i n i s -
tration that 
they can be. He 
stated that they 
care about the 
students and 
their families. 
“We want to be the best board 

we can be. We sit here hour af-
ter hour and talk about these 
issues. We care. We absolute-
ly care. If you sit out there and 
you think we don’t care, some-
thing is wrong with you,” Everett 
said. “We can’t solve everybody’s 
problem but we can give you 
the best answers and we’ll look 
and �nd and search for the best 
answers we can to help every 
individual in this county, in the 
school district.”
Everett spoke of his support at 

Byron Middle School, working 
with troubled children. 
“I work with Mr. Cammack. I 

have a program down there, I’ve 
worked there for a whole year. I 
gave my time and my money to 
10 kids that were brought to me 
that were having issues in the 
school system. Every week I was 
there. So, you can’t tell me that 
there’re not good things going 
on and people don’t care,” Ever-
ett said. “It bothers me to know 
that we stand around and we 
want to point �ngers at some-
body because something went 
wrong. Sometimes you have to 
look in the mirror and look at 
ourselves and see if the answer’s 
in the mirror. Once you look in 
the mirror and see in the mirror 
that you may be the problem–”
“Oh, so now you’re pointing 

the �nger?” Little interject-
ed. “�at’s what it sound’s like. 
�at’s the second board member 
that’s done that.”
A�er a brief recess following 

arguments between the parents 
and school board members, the 
parents were brought forward to 
speak. 
Leslie Denardo, who has chil-

dren in both Byron Elementary 

and Byron Middle, stated she 
has been to the schools more in 
the last six weeks than in the en-
tire time she’s had her children 
in the schools to work through 
concerns. 
“I do take some o�ense to the 

comments that were made about 
needing to look in the mirror, 
because I tell my kids to re-
port it. I tell them every day ‘if 
something’s happening, you tell 
someone. If they don’t do some-
thing, you tell me and I will do 
something about it,’” Denardo 
said. 
Denardo stated that while she 

understands there is a process 
the school must follow, more 
o�en than not, “the process falls 
on deaf ears.” She continued, 
speaking about her son being al-
legedly harassed at school, stat-
ing that he has been continuous-
ly called ‘gay’ in the classroom 
and how appropriate action has 
not been taken.
Denardo alleged that there is 

a huge gap in inconsistencies 
with how standards and policies 
are applied and practiced by the 
sta� and administration. She 
stated that parents are calling, 
texting, emailing, and showing 
up in person to talk with the 
administrators, but parents only 
hear the placation, the de�ec-
tion, the blaming, and see noth-
ing being done to support them 
or their children.
“When I have raised concerns 

regarding how members of 
the sta� have either treated my 
children in completely inappro-
priate ways or how they have 
inconsistently followed and en-
forced school policies, the re-
sponses that I have gotten have 
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South Carolina man pleads guilty to 
‘maliciously’ starting fire in Byron Church

By Zoe Hammond
News Editor

PEACH COUNTY, Ga. — A 
South Carolina man admitted 
to “maliciously” starting a �re 
at a Byron church in 2024 and 
is now facing up to 20 years in 
prison, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s O�ce for the Middle 
District of Georgia. 
In a press release, prosecutors 

say Luke Andrew Westefeld, 34 
years old, of North Augusta, 
South Carolina, pleaded guilty 
to setting �re to the Byron Unit-
ed Methodist Church before 
U.S. District Judge Marc Tread-
well on Monday, April 6. 
According to court documents 

and statements in court, on Aug. 
20, 2024, Westefeld approached 

members of the Byron United 
Methodist Church, who were 
standing in the church’s park-
ing lot a�er their choir practice, 

and asked for water. �e women 
declined and later told o�cers 
they were concerned about their 
safety.

Later that night, Westefeld 
broke into the church and be-
came upset upon seeing unlit 
candlesticks on the altar. West-

efeld believed the candlesticks 
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Archived photo of the Byron Methodist Church after the fire.

Peach County 
welcomes new 

President of the Peach 
Regional Chamber of 

Commerce
By Zoe Hammond

News Editor
PEACH COUNTY, Ga. — 

Peach County has a new Pres-
ident of the Peach Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, some-
one well-known in the commu-
nity for her work supporting and 
promoting economic growth in 
Peach County.
Melissa delaBruyere serves as 

the President of the Peach Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce. 
She o�cially began the role on 
Friday, February 27. While she 
started her duties on that date, 
the formal transition of leader-
ship was completed on �urs-
day, March 12, marking the o�-
cial handover.
“�e last few weeks have been 

a total whirlwind! It’s been a 
fast-paced transition with a lot 
of moving parts, but in the best 
way possible. I’m really starting 
to feel a bit settled now and am 
excited about the momentum 
we’re building,’ delaBruyere said. 
For many in Peach County, de-

laBruyere is well known both for 
her work with the Development 
Authority of Peach County and 
the Chamber of Commerce. She 
worked alongside the previous 
chamber president, Jillian Bow-
en, who now works as the coun-
ty administrator. 
“I’ve spent the last eight years 

learning from the absolute best! 
Jill taught me that represent-
ing the Chamber requires both 
a high level of detail and the 
ability to adapt quickly to new 
challenges. From her, I learned 
to take true ownership of my 
work and the essential habit of 
clarifying and con�rming every 
project and conversation. I feel 
like I am continuing a legacy of 
dedication,” delaBruyere said. 
“Jill provided me with the tools, 
and I have the history with the 
Chamber to ensure a seamless 
transition and to take on new 
projects for the business com-
munity and citizens of Peach 
County.
During her time in Peach 

County, delaBruyere has gained 
plenty of experience for the po-
sition.   She has worked to pro-
mote economic growth through 
the Development Authority by 

working diligently to attract in-
vestment, create jobs, and en-
hance the region’s prosperity. 
delaBruyere has also worked 

as a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce and has helped 
with ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
and planning yearly events such 
as the CTAE awards ceremony 
and Celebration of Community 
Banquet, alongside her fellow 
Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers. 
“Having managed the Cham-

ber’s daily operations for years, 
I am now stepping into the stra-
tegic role of leading us forward. 
�is includes taking ownership 
of our �nancial planning and 
ensuring we remain �scally 
disciplined in our growth,” de-
laBruyere said. “I’m currently 
focused on our signature events, 
starting with the annual CTAE 
Awards night at Peach County 
High School and then the Cele-
bration of Community Banquet 
this fall, while also ensuring all 
of our programs, both estab-
lished and new, are executed 
with the precision and vision 
our community expects.
delaBruyere not only hopes to 

expand operations during her 
time as President of the Peach 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, but to strengthen the 
bonds between the chamber and 
the Peach County community. 
“I’m looking forward to leading 

a period of steady, manageable 
growth for our membership.  It’s 
not just about getting bigger; it’s 
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Parents come forward with 
bullying concerns during 

Board of Education meeting
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I n  ac c o rd an c e  w i t h  O. C . G . A  21-2-386 ,  
Peach County Elections office will start early 
t ab u l at i o n  an d  p ro c e s s i n g  o f  v o t i n g  b al l o t s  f o r 
t h e  M ay  19 t h  G e n e ral  P ri m ary / N o n p art i s an  

E l e c t i o n  at  4:00p m  o n  M ay  19 t h ,  2026 ,  at  t h e  
P e ac h  C o u n t y  G o v e rn m e n t  C e n t e r l o c at e d  at  

9 02 C am p u s  D r. ,  Fo rt  V al l e y  G a. ,  31030.  
A n t h o n y  S a l l e t t e  -  P e a c h  C o u n t y  E l e c t i o n s  S u p e r v i s o r

Fort Valley State University Announces 
Spring 2026 Commencement Speaker

By FVSU
(Fort Valley, GA)  – Fort Valley State 

University announces �e Honorable 
Verda M. Colvin, J.D., Supreme Court 
Justice of Georgia, as the Commence-
ment speaker for the Spring 2026 cere-
mony on May 9. 
Colvin brings a distinguished career 

in law, public service and judicial lead-
ership. She was appointed to Georgia’s 
highest court on July 20, 2021, by Gov-
ernor Brian Kemp.
“We are honored to welcome Justice 

Colvin to Fort Valley State University 
for this year’s Spring Commencement 
ceremony,” said President Paul Jones, 
Ph.D. “Her career, marked by excel-
lence, service, and historic achieve-
ment, will serve as an inspiration to 

graduating students preparing to enter 
their respective �elds.”
Prior to her current role, Colvin 

served on the Georgia Court of Ap-
peals, also by appointment of Governor 
Kemp in 2020. Her judicial experience 
includes nearly six years as a superior 
court judge in the Macon Judicial Cir-
cuit, where she played an active role in 
advancing accountability courts and 
judicial initiatives across the state.
Colvin began her legal career as an 

assistant solicitor in Athens-Clarke 
County, where she developed a passion 
for trial work. She went on to serve in 
several key legal roles, including assis-
tant district attorney in Clayton Coun-
ty and assistant United States attorney 
in the Middle District of Georgia, pros-

ecuting a broad range of cases from 
drug tra�cking to white-collar crime.
A native of Atlanta, Justice Colvin 

earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Sweet Briar College and her Juris Doc-
tor from the University of Georgia 
School of Law.
Beyond her work on the bench, Col-

vin is deeply committed to communi-
ty service and professional leadership. 
She has served on numerous boards 
and committees, including the Judi-
cial Quali�cations Commission, and 
currently serves as Chair of the Access 
to Justice Committee for the Supreme 
Court of Georgia. Her contributions to 
the legal profession and her communi-
ty have earned her numerous honors 
and awards.

�e 2026 Spring Commencement 
ceremony begins at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Wildcat Stadium. Guests are asked to 
be seated by 9 a.m. �e clear bag policy 
will be enforced.
�is year’s commencement also marks 

a meaningful milestone, as it represents 
one more opportunity for President 
Jones to celebrate the achievements of 
FVSU graduates before concluding his 
tenure this summer.
For more information, visit FVSU.

edu/Commencement. �e ceremony 
will be streamed live on the FVSU You-
Tube channel (@FortValleyState1895).
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Rep. Robert Dickey 
Appointed by Speaker 

Burns to Serve 
on Agriculture & 

Rural Development 
Committee of CSG South

By Georgia House of 
Representatives, Press 

Release
ATLANTA – State Represen-

tative Robert Dickey (R-Musel-
la), chair of the House Agri-
culture & Consumer A�airs 
Committee, was recently ap-
pointed by House Speaker Jon 
Burns (R-Newington) to serve 
on the Agriculture & Rural De-
velopment Committee of the 
Council of State Governments 
Southern O�ce (CSG South) 
for a two-year term, ending De-
cember 31, 2027. 
“I am honored to be appointed 

by Speaker Burns to serve on the 
Agriculture & Rural Develop-
ment Committee of the Council 
of State Governments Southern 
O�ce,” said Rep. Dickey. “�is 
opportunity will allow me to 
collaborate with leaders from 
across the South, share Georgia’s 
initiatives and bring back inno-
vative ideas that will strengthen 
our rural communities and ag-
ricultural economy. I look for-
ward to continuing to advance 
policies that support our farm-

ers, promote economic growth 
and enhance the quality of life 
for all Georgians.”
Established in 1947, the South-

ern O�ce is  a member-driven 
organization  and the largest of 
the four regions operating un-
der the Council of State Gov-
ernments. �e mission of 
CSG South is to  promote and 
strengthen intergovernmental 
cooperation among 15 mem-
ber states: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missou-
ri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Tex-
as, Virginia and West Virginia. 
CSG South annually hosts the 

Southern Legislative Confer-
ence (SLC), the largest regional 
gathering of legislative members 
and sta�. SLC has an array of 
programs  focusing on existing 
and emerging state govern-
ment innovations and solutions, 
providing policymakers with 
opportunities to interact with 
policy experts and share their 
knowledge with colleagues.

BULLYING
CONTINUED FROM 1A

been; ‘Well, they came from 
working with older kids and 
they may not understand the 
policies are di�erent.’ or ‘�ey 
came from post-secondary 
where they’re used to dealing 
with 19 and 20 and 21 year 
olds, so we’re working a lot on 
how we do things here,’” Denar-
do said. “What does that even 
mean – How we do things here 
– there should be no how we do 
things here. �is is not a good 
old boys situation, it should be 
that we follow the standards 
that are outlined.”
Denardo pointed out that 

both parents and students are 
required to sign the student 
handbook acknowledging that 
they understand the expecta-
tions. She questioned whether 
the teachers, sta�, and adminis-
tration are not held to the same 
standards. 
Denardo also stated that the 

recent letter posted about the 
school system’s bullying policy 
was “severely lacking with com-
plete information from the law” 
and “appear to be a way to min-
imize liability and culpability of 
the school system.” 
At the end of the day, you’re 

all right. We do need to work 
together,” Denardo said. “�ere 
is a consistent pattern of behav-
ior being expected by both stu-
dents and administrators with 
no change or action.” 
Ava’s grandmother, Lisa Sand-

ers, spoke of an incident that 
occurred two weeks before Ava 
took her own life. 
“Ava was harassed at a basket-

ball game. Brandy was stand-
ing three feet away from her 
when the little boys came up, 
making sexual remarks to my 
granddaughter. When Brandy 

stepped up so that they under-
stood that was Ava’s momma, 
the little boys le�. She went to 
the principal, and granted, un-
derstandably, he said, “I will 
have to watch the video and see 
what I can see,” Sanders said. 
“�e video doesn’t have sound, 
so he saw nothing because the 
little boys didn’t physically 
touch her. But because there 
was no sound, he also didn’t 
hear what they were saying to 
her. �e remark made to my 
daughter and granddaugh-
ter was that my daughter was 
over-reacting to this situation.”
Sanders spoke about the num-

ber of parents coming forward 
to talk about bullying issues and 
how the community feels like 
nothing is being done for those 
who come forward. 
“When he [Principal Vosa-

lowe Cammack] speaks to a 
little girl that’s complaining, a 
little boy that’s complaining, to 
him it may be overreacted. To 
that child, it’s something real-
ly serious. What’s happened to 
Ava should show all of y’all that 
right now. �at just because 
they’re a child doesn’t mean 
that what they’re going through 
doesn’t matter,” Sanders said. 
“How many children do we 
have to lose? Somebody besides 
the parents has to stand up to 
these kids.”
Brandy Little took a moment 

to recognize her daughter, Ava, 
stating that she dreamed of go-
ing to school in Tennessee for 
veterinary sciences. Ava taught 
herself sign language, so no one 
was excluded. She was  involved 
in multiple extracurricular ac-
tivities such as so�ball, cheer 
leading, basketball, kickball, 
and track.
Little spoke of her other chil-

dren in the school system, in-
cluding Ava’s older brother, 
who was set to graduate this 
year. However, Little pulled him 
out of the school system a�er a 
recent incident. 
“Ava has a sister, which is in 

middle school, eight grade. As 
well as two brothers, one should 
be graduating high school this 
year. I already bought him his 
cap and gown. I’ve pulled him 
out of school, because of bully-
ing,” Little said. “Because, when 
he told his friends about what 
happened to his sister, they 
laughed. Let that sink in.”
Little spoke of recent incidents 

involving other Byron Mid-
dle School students who either 
planned or made attempts to 
take their own lives. 
“Bullying has taken away more 

than just Ava’s life. Just yester-
day, I had to make two police 
reports of kids at Byron Mid-
dle School that contacted me 
saying that they wanted to take 
their life. Two kids. �eir par-
ents called and told me thank 
you,” Little said. “Y’all don’t 
know pain. Y’all don’t know it 
and I hope you never do.”
Little spoke of the recent strict-

er policy changes she wrote and 
submitted to Superintendent 
Dr. Jesse Davis. �e �rst bul-
lying o�ense would require a 
meeting between the princi-
pal, students involved, and the 
parents.  �e second o�ense 
would require two weeks out–
of–school suspension with a re-
quired 40 hours of community 
service and a $100 �ne. 
“Parents and teachers have 

to work together. Both have to 
hold people accountable. �ese 
kids, they see people still in here 
[Byron Middle School], that 
bullied my daughter and they 
don’t want to see them. �at’s 
why they’re coming to me. 
�ey’re coming to me because 
they know I’m going to voice it. 
I’m going to look out for them. 
�ey see these kids are still in 
school , so they think nothing is 
being done,” Little said.

During the recognition por-
tion, multiple students, teach-
ers, sta�, and community 
members of the Peach County 
School System were recognized. 
Principal Cammack of Byron 

Middle School recognized the 
BMS Teacher of the Year, Emi-
ly Robertson, and BMS student 
Grayson Smith. 
Dr. Angela Hambrick, Prin-

cipal of Peach County High 
School, recognized the PCHS 
Teacher of the Year, Julie Folse, 
and PCHS student Khazion 
Harris.
Cathy Heller, Coordinator 

of Fine Arts, recognized the 
Young Georgia Authors Re-
gional Winners and their teach-
ers; Madisyn Hernandez, 1st 
place, 1st grade, Kay Road Ele-
mentary; Tayler Sims, 1st place, 
2nd grade, Byron Elementary; 
Remilee Plank, 3rd place, 3rd 
grade, Byron Elementary; Lu-
cas Kimsey, 1st place, 6th grade, 
Byron Middle; and Keyarah 
Gant, 3rd place, 8th grade, By-
ron Middle.
“�ese students and educa-

tors continue to represent their 
schools and our district with 
excellence through their hard 
work, creativity, leadership, 
and accomplishments. We are 
so proud of each of them and 
appreciate the support of their 
families, teachers, and school 
sta�,” Peach County Schools 
wrote in a press release.
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Byron Arrests/Citations
Bell, Dejuantez Larenz, 31, Macon, GA: 
Terroristic �reats And Acts

Buchanan, Kimberly Elaine, 46, Forsyth, GA: 
Probation Violation, Probation Violation

Dixon, T’kedrian Elijah, 22, Warner Robins, 
GA: Failure To Appear - Misdemeanor

Edwards, Emily Amber, 31, Centerville, GA: 
Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits 
(State Speed And Zone Limits), Driving 
Under �e In�uence - Alcohol, Possession Of 
Open Alcohol Container

Fogg, Brenton Traquez, 35, Macon, GA: 
DUI - Alcohol Less Safe, Improper Stopping/
Parking In Prohibited Area

Granville, Mickey Allynnton, 30, Vienna, 
GA: Failure To Appear

Harris, Clarence Emmett, 42, Forsyth, GA: 
Probation Violation

Hughes, Crystal Gail, 47, Warner Robins, 
GA:

Pro�tt, Megan Grace, 21, Hawkensville, GA: 
Driving Under In�uence Drugs/Alcohol

Rhodes, Robert Antonio, 37, Warner Robins, 
GA: Driving With Suspended License

Rodriguez, Jonas Mendez, 29, Warner 
Robins, GA: Driving Without A Valid 
License

Ruiz, Jose Antonio, 24, Roberta, Ga: DUI 
- Alcohol Less Safe, Driving Without A 
Valid License, Safety Belt Violation For 18 
YOA And Older, Open Container In Motor 
Vehicle (Misd)

Sanders, Andre James, 42, Byron, GA: 
Driving With Suspended License,

Possession Of Marijuana, Less �an 1 Oz

Towns, Nicholas Shaquille, 30, Byron, GA: 
Probation Violation

Fort Valley Arrests/Citations
Barnes, Kayla Aniya, 24, Fort Valley, GA: 
Simple Battery - Family Violence

Hallett, Robert Edward, 19, Marshallville, 
GA: Battery - Family Violence (1st O�ense) 
Misd

Holden, Alex R, 37, Fort Valley, GA: 
Battery/Simple Battery - Family Violence, 
Obstructing Or Hindering Persons Making 
Emergency Telephone Call

Hollis, Ashanti Arie, 23, Warner Robins, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Felony

Marler, Jacob Austin, 31, Phenix City, Al: 
DUI - Driving Under �e In�uence Of 
Alcohol, Driving Wrong Side Of Undivided 
Street, Improper Stopping On Roadway

Nichols, Shedrick Donelle, 29, Fort Valley, 
GA: No Local Charges

Rumph, Jamarius Antrell, 28, Fort Valley, 
GA: Battery Against A Female Who Is 
Pregnant

Tobler, Lakyria Brashawnna, 26, Fort Valley, 
GA: Probation Violation (When Probation 
Terms Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

Peach County Sheri� ’s O�ce 
Arrests/Citations
Aguilar-Guizar, Michael, 26, Fort Valley, 
GA: Failure To Maintain Lane, DUI - 
Driving Under �e In�uence Of Alcohol 
- Concentration Is 0.08g Or More Within 
3 Hrs Or More, Speeding In Excess Of 
Maximum Limits (State Speed And Zone 
Limits), Possession Of Open Alcohol 
Container

Barnes, Alexis Michelle, 18, Fort Valley, GA: 
Simple Battery - Family Violence

Beasley, Robert Christian, 35, Fort Valley, 
GA: Battery - Family Violence (1st 
O�ense) Misd, Willful Obstruction Of 
Law Enforcement O�cers - Misdemeanor, 
Obstructing Or Hindering Persons Making 
Emergency Telephone Call

Ellison, Devantae Rekhel, 31, Marshville, GA: 
Probation Violation (When Probation Terms 
Are Altered) - Felony

Fredrick, Jamarcus Rashun, 24, Fort Valley, 
GA: Armed Robbery

Hardeman, Joshua Aaron-Prentiss, 25, 
Macon, GA: Failure To Maintain Insurance, 
Driving While License Suspended

Harris , Nichole Audriana, 32, Warner 
Robins, GA: Speeding In Excess Of 
Maximum Limits (State Speed And Zone 
Limits), Racing, Reckless Driving

Leonnig, Scott Edward, 53, Byron, GA: 
Failure To Register As Sex O�ender/Failure 
To Comply With Requirements/Provided

False Information

Nichols, Shedrick Donelle, 29, Fort Valley, 
GA: Probation Violation (When Probation 
Terms Are Altered) - Misdemeanor

Taylor, Jakira Kiandra, 27, Warner Robins, 
GA: Speeding In Excess Of Maximum Limits 
(State Speed And Zone Limits), Racing, 
Driving Under �e In�uence - Alcohol, 
Reckless Driving

Georgia State Patrol Arrests
Howell, Rodney Almarcus, 54, Fort Valley, 
GA: Failure To Maintain Lane, Following 
Too Closely, Improper/Erratic Lane Change, 
Obscured Or Missing License Plate, Driving 
Under In�uence Drugs/Alcohol

The information below is provided by local law 
enforcement agencies, who are solely responsible for 
the accuracy of the information.  These reports are 
published for information purposes only.  Publication 

of an arrest or citation report is not evidence of a crime.  All persons named in the reports are 
presumed innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law.  Some minor violations that do not 
threaten public safety are not included.  

110 Commercial Heights, Fort Valley, GA

Call or Text 478-955-1999

WadeYoder.com

 Storage
 Cabins

 Carports
 Gazebos

 Playhouses
 Greenhouses

 Metal Buildings
Rent-to-Own

Peach County

C A L E N D A R
C o m m u n i t y

email: new s@ theleadertrib u ne. com

Police Beat

N O T I C E
P U B L I C  M E E T I N G S

C I T Y  O F  F O R T  V A L L E Y
M A Y O R  A N D  C O U N C I L

LOCATION: CITY HALL
204 W. CHURCH ST
FORT VALLEY, GA 31030

WORK SESSION MEETING
Tuesday, April 14, 2026
Time: 06:00 P.M.
Meeting ID: 815 4052 2653
Passcode: 673635

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
�ursday, April 16, 2026
Time: 06:30 P.M.
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 846 3683 8391
Passcode: 979322

A p r i l  17
P e a c h  C o u n t y  

E l e c t i o n s  B o a r d  
M e e t i n g

Peach County Elections Board 
Meeting will be held April 17, 
2026, at 4:00 pm at the Peach 
County Courthouse located at 
205 W. Church St. Fort Valley 
Ga., 31030.

Anthony Sallette - Peach 
County Elections Supervisor 
Region 6 Facilitator

E-Mail Address: Anthony-
Sallette@Peachcounty.gov

Phone: (478) 827-3480

M a y  2
B a t t l e  o f  B y r o n

Saturday, May 2, 2026. 
from 10:00AM to 6:00PM in 
downtwon Byron, Georgia. 
Come join us at �e Battle of 
Byron Festival for games, food 
and fun!

P e a c h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  
E d u c a t i o n   

M e e t i n g  S c h e d u l e  
Fort Valley, GA - Peach 

County Schools  
�e March Board Study 

Session and Regular Board 
Meeting will be held as 
scheduled on March 2, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. and March 3, 2026 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Peach County 
Board of Education.  

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  B y r o n  
F e s t i v a l  B o a r d  o f  
D i r e c t o r s  M e e t i n g

�e Battle of Byron Festival 
Board of Directors meet every 
�ird �ursday of  the Month 
at the Old Byron Train Depot at 
6:30 P.M. 

2026-2027 F O R T  V A L L E Y  
H E A D  S T A R T

R E C R U I T M E N T
700 Spruce St, Ft. Valley, GA 

31030. (478)825-8584.
Ages 3 -5.  Required 

Documentation: Proof 
of birth, Social Security 
Card, Immunization 3231, 
Medicarid/Insurance card, 
Proof of income, Well child 
check, Dental exam, GA public 
health 3300 (if applicable),   
www.mgcaa.org

A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  
M e e t i n g s  

Veterans, consider joining 
the American Legion Frederick 
Withoft Post 76 in Peach County, 
GA.  We are an organization of 
Veterans supporting Veterans 
and the local community. 

Regular Post Meetings are 
held on the Third Thursday of 
Every Month, Social Hour with 
American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and Guests at 
1700 (5:00pm) followed by the 
Meeting Start at 1800 (6:00pm) 
at 1212 Peach Parkway, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030.

We can be reached at our 
Facebook Page (American 
Legion Post 76 – Peach 
County GA) or via e-mail 
( legionpost76pcga@gmail .

com). All Veterans and Spouses 
are encouraged to participate.

A T T E N T I O N :  V e t e r a n s  
Veterans who would like to 

get together for brotherhood, 
please meet for dinner at Mi 
Ranchito at 311-A Vineville St, 
Fort Valley, GA on 12 August 
2023 at 6:30 p.m./1830.  Please 
RSVP to Ernest Cooling by 
emailing ecooling79@gmail.
com.  If further information is 
needed, please call me at (478) 
955-8850.

F o r t  V a l l e y  D o w n t o w n  
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y

- B o a r d  M e e t i n g
The Fort Valley Downtown 

Development Authority meets 
1st Tuesday every month at 
6pm, located at Troutman 

House Conference Room, 201 
Oakland Heights Parkway, Fort 

Valley, GA 31030. Visit our 
website for more information: 
http://fortvalleymainstreet.org

P e a c h  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f  
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
W ork  Sessi ons

�e Peach County Board of 
Commissioners holds Work 
Sessions* on the �rst Tuesday 
of each month at 5pm in 
Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.

Regular Meetings* are 
held on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 6:00pm 
in Commission Chambers 
located at 213 Persons Street in 
Fort Valley.
�e Board also conducts 

Public Hearings to consider 
zoning requests at 6:30pm 
during regularly scheduled 
monthly meetings.
*Scheduling may di�er due 

to holidays and unforeseen 
circumstances. Prior notice 
will be given. Visit our website 
for more information: https://
www.peachcounty.net/board-
of-commissioners.cfm

F o r t V a l l e y  U t i l i t y  
C o m m i s s i o n

500 Anthoine St, Fort Valley. 
�e Commission doors are open 
to customers  from 8:00am - 
5:00pm. 

Public Work Session Meeting 
�rst Monday of every month at 
4 p.m. 

Regular Meeting every 
second Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m.

K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  
F o r t  V a l l e y

�e Kiwanis Club of 
Fort Valley meets 1st & 3rd 
�ursdays every month, 
noon at Kay Center in Fort 
Valley. Kiwanis is a civic group 
focused on helping children, 
and community service. Each 
week, members and guests 
enjoy lunch and a guest speaker 
who addresses a topic of local, 
state and sometimes even 
global interest. Come see what 
Kiwanis is all about and join 
one of America’s oldest service 
organizations. See the Kiwanis 
Club of Fort Valley Facebook 
page for more information. (TFN)

P e a c h  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s
B o a r d  O f  T r u s t e e s

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G
THOMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY, 

FORT VALLEY, GA
Peach Public Libraries Board 

of Trustees meets the second 
�ursday of February, April, 
June, August, October, and 
December at 5:15pm in the 
Meeting Room at �omas Public 
Library, Fort Valley, unless 
otherwise speci�ed.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

M e e t i n g  
Meets 4th Tuesday each 

month at 6:00pm. If anyone has 
school annuals of the past the 
Historical Society would like to 
have them. Donations welcome.
Contact:  Lrgiles77@gmail.com  

F o r t  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c  
P r e s e r v a t i o n

The Fort Valley Historic 
Preservation Commission Board 
meeting is held on the second 
Mondays of the month at 6pm, 
located at the Troutman House 
201 Oakland Heights Pkwy, Fort 
Valley, Ga 31030.

P e a c h  C o u n t y  R e t i r e d  
E d u c a t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

The Peach County Retired 
Educators Association will meet 
on the first 0onday of each 
month at 2pm. The meeting will 
be held at Trinity Baptist Church 
507 State Unversity Drive. For 
further info. please contact Dr. 
Quintin Green (478)951-1911.

B y r o n  A L -A N O N   
F a m i l y  G r o u p

Byron Al-Anon meets on 
Monday mornings at 11 a.m. in 
the Old Byron School, next to 
the Byron Municipal Complex.  
Al-Anon Family Groups are 
a fellowship of relatives and 
friends of alcoholics who share 
their experience, strength 
and hope in order to solve 
their common problems. 
Newcomers are always 
welcome. Contact Debbie 
Harrelson 478-714-9393.

C o m p a s s i o n a t e  
F r i e n d s  M i d d l e  G A  

C h a p t e r
We are a national nonpro�t 

organization dedicated to 
helping bereaved parents by 
providing highly personal 
comfort, hope and support 
to every family experiencing 
the death of a child, a brother, 
sister or a grandchild and 
helping others to better assist 
the grieving family. We need 
not walk alone. 

Byron meeting: 4th 
�ursday of every month. 
7-9pm. Byron Baptist Church 
100 W White Rd, Byron, Ga 
21008.

Macon meeting location for 
TCF: Rock Springs Church, 
6601 Zebulon Rd, Macon, GA.

Please contact Chapter 
Leaders for more information: 
Karla Chidester – 478-954-
4592, or Teresa Tompkins - 
478-319-3526, or visit www.
compassionatefriends.org.

B y r o n  L i o n s  C l u b
�e club meets on the �rst and 

third �ursdays of the month, 
the �rst �ursday of the month at 
Uncorked Event Center (behind 
Georgia Bobs) at 6:00PM, and 
the third �ursday of the month 
at 9:00 AM at Denny’s. Anyone 
interested in participating is 
heartily invited to join us. For 
more information, please contact 
Lion Marlene Humphry at 478-
918-3666, email at mhumphry@
cox.net

B y r o n  R o t a r y  C l u b
Meets every Wednesday at 

8:00am at Denny’s.

B y r o n  D D A / C V B
�e 1st Mondays of each 

month at 5:00 p.m., at Denny’s. 
�e CVB meetings are usually 
held the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at the Byron Welcome 
Center at 5:00p.m.

%yron Ta[ 2IfiFe
Opened Tuesday & �ursday 

8:30am-5:00pm. Closed 12-
1:00pm at the Byron Municipal 
Complex. All o�cial regular 
meetings are in the Council 
Chamber at the Byron Municipal 
Complex, 401 Main Street, 
Byron, GA. 



 APRIL 15, 2026 THE LEADER-TRIBUNE�A • OPINIONS
Opinions expressed by writers on this page are their own and not necessarily those of The Leader-Tribune

OUR GOALS
The Leader Tribune is published proudly for the citizens of Fort Valley, Byron 

& the surrounding area and its goal is to produce quality, profitable, community 
oriented newspapers that you, our readers, are proud of. We will reach that goal 
through hard work, teamwork, loyalty, and a strong dedication toward printing 
the truth.

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We encourage readers to submit letters to the editor. Letters should not exceed 

350 words and must include the writer’s name, address and telephone number. 
All letters printed in The Leader Tribune will appear with the writer’s name 
and hometown – we do not publish anonymous letters. The newspaper reserves 
the right to edit or reject letters for reasons of grammar, punctuation, taste and 
brevity. Letter writers are asked to submit no more than two letters per person per 
month. We cannot guarantee that a letter will be printed on a specific date. The 
Leader Tribune prefers that letters be typed. Letters to the editor are published 
in the order they are received as space permits. There are three ways to submit a 
letter to the editor

 E-mail it to news@theleadertribune.com, mail it to The Leader Tribune at 109 
Anderson Ave, Fort Valley, GA 31030, or drop it off at 109 Anderson Ave in Fort 
Valley– Monday through Friday.

OUR POLICIES
Signed letters to the editor welcomed. Please include address and phone number.  Liability for 

an error will not exceed the cost of space occupied by the error.  We cannot be responsible for return 
of pictures or material unless stamped, return addressed envelope is included.

   •      •      •
The Leader-Tribune, a periodical, Postage paid at Fort Valley, USPS (307740) mailed at Fort 

Valley, GA, is published weekly for $44.00 per year by A division of the Georgia Trust for Local 
News., 109 Anderson Avenue, Fort Valley, GA. Phone (478) 825-2432, Fax (478) 825-4130.  It is 
published proudly for the citizens of Byron, Fort Valley and surrounding areas.

POSTMASTER
 Send address changes to
 109 Anderson Avenue, Fort Valley, GA 31030

Member of  The Georgia Press Association 
The National Newspaper Association

sales@theleadertribune.com

Zoe Hammond News Editor
editor@theleadertribune.com 
news@theleadertribune.com

Scott Giles Business Manager
books@theleadertribune.com

Andrea Banker Design Manager
graphics@theleadertribune.com

Legals Department
legals@gtln.org

Columnists
Billy Powell
Jeff  Cook

Wade Yoder

DuBose Porter
Publisher Emeritus

Pam Burney
General Manager

A division of the Georgia Trust for Local News

By Wade Yoder
LT Columnist 

 �roughout many years of 
being in the gym business, I 
have seen a huge industry build 
up around and pro�t from over 
complication of the basics. �is 
can range from someone trying 
to convince you that an expen-
sive extended personal training 
package is necessary with your 
gym membership to commer-
cials touting the latest greatest 
home gym equipment using 
a model that de�nitely used 
something else (to get in his 
or her condition) and not what 
they are paid to help advertise.

 �ere are some simple things 
to keep in mind to bring balance 
to any exercise routine, if we 

don’t it can lead to muscle im-
balances, blood pressure spikes 
and dips, along with muscle 
tightness and loss of �exibility.

�ere are 5 basic categories 
to keep in mind when we ex-
ercise, whether it’s using our 
own bodyweight, exercise 
equipment or in a gym trying 
to sketch out a routine from 30 
plus pieces of gym equipment. 
�e following is a checklist that 
in my experience can make it 
a lot easier for someone that is 
doing it without a trainer, or to 
validate your trainer’s training 
techniques.

1. �e warm-up: this gets 
your blood warmed up and 
helps make your veins and ar-
teries expand (vasodilation) 
and allows for better blood �ow 
to the muscles that you will be 
exercising. If we start strain-
ing on exercises without being 
warmed up, it can cause a spike 
in our blood pressure.

2. �e routine(s): Pulling, 
Pushing, Pressing. �ese can 
be done in one workout, or you 
can split the routine so that you 
get your various muscle groups 
at several times per week. Pull-

ing exercises strengthen back 
and biceps, (such as rowing ex-
ercises, pull-ups/ chin-ups etc.). 
Pushing exercises strengthen 
chest and triceps, (such as push-
ups, bench presses). Pressing 
strengthens shoulders and legs, 
(such as overhead dumbbell 
presses for shoulders and leg 
press or squats). �e main thing 
to keep in mind is do I have a 
balanced amount of exercises 
that I pull toward myself, push 
away from myself and press 
away from myself.

3. Core exercises: �nd exer-
cises that not only strengthen 
your abdominal area but also 
the lower back, a really good 
one is the plank. Lie on the �oor 
facing down, raise stomach o� 
�oor 3 inches and hold. Weight 
is balanced on forearms and 
fore feet. If you are still unclear 
on this look up “how to do �oor 
planks” on the Internet. �is is a 
back saver that everyone should 
learn.

4. Cool down: the cool down 
is for the exact opposite of the 
warm-up. If our blood is really 
warm and our veins and arter-
ies are still very relaxed and our 

heart rate slows down too soon 
a�er a workout we can get a dive 
in our blood pressure, you’re apt 
to get sleepy if this happens.

5. Stretch: stretch the muscles 
worked by stretching them in 
the opposite way that you were 
contracting them in the work-
out.

 Learning the above can help 
you not only in picking the 
right home gym equipment 
(or body weight exercises) for 
your routine, but also helps 
avoid muscle imbalances and 
costly personal training fees in 
a health club. Keep it simple by 
warming up prior to the work-
out, do exercises that get your 
pulling, pushing, and pressing 
muscles, cool down by slowing 
down but still doing something 
for the last 5-10 minutes of your 
workout and then stretch your 
muscles in the opposite direc-
tion of the contractions used 
throughout the workout.    

  Exercise, health, and �tness 
are not as complicated as the 
health, �tness and pharmaceu-
tical industry would have you 
think.

By Chris Denson, GA Public 
Policy Foundation 

Ronald Reagan reportedly 
once observed to his chief of 
sta� James Baker, “I’d rather get 
80% of what I want than go over 
the cli� with my �ags �ying.”

But with the business of the 
General Assembly likely* con-
cluded until 2027, the 2026 leg-
islative session may be de�ned 
by its missed opportunities – 
both in the �nal version of the 
bills passed and in those which 
didn’t make it across the �nish 
line. 

With forty legislative days 
now behind us – and a state 
budget sent to the governor’s 
desk – we can begin to assess 
how things fared now that the 
state legislature has adjourned. 

Heading into the session, the 
state was extraordinarily well 
o� from a �scal perspective. 
�e current �scal year began 
with more than $14.6 billion in 
general fund reserves, $9.1 bil-
lion of which was undesignated. 
Combined with a slate of ambi-
tious politicians, many of whom 
were seeking statewide o�ce, 
the landscape seemed oppor-
tune to provide relief for Geor-
gia taxpayers. 

However, despite the session 
beginning with talk of elimi-
nating the state income tax in 
one chamber and eliminating 
homestead property taxes in the 
other, both e�orts ultimately fell 
short of their ambitious propos-
als. 

�e Homeownership Oppor-
tunity and Market Equalization 
(HOME) Act laid out a path 
to entirely eliminate property 
taxes on primary residences by 
2032. A�er that approach failed 
to receive the votes needed for 
its constitutional amendment to 
pass out of the House, the e�ort 

shi�ed. In its place was a plan 
to cap the annual increase in 
revenues for local governments 
(through both property assess-
ments and millage rates) to no 
more than 3% or the cost of in-
�ation, along with a sales tax for 
targeted homestead property 
tax relief. 

Despite passing out of the 
House, that bill was voted down 
in the Senate. �e resulting bill 
that passed both chambers in 
the waning hours will limit as-
sessment increases – but not 
total revenues – and still retains 
the penny sales tax option to 
provide homestead property tax 
relief. 

While these adjustments 
o�er a modest shield against 
skyrocketing assessments, they 
lack the structural permanence 
of meaningful reform, leaving 
taxpayers with a system that is 
slightly more predictable, yet no 
less burdensome if local govern-
ments continue to raise millage 
rates while many families con-
tinue to tighten their household 
budgets.

�e push for income tax 
elimination met a similar fate. 
While lawmakers did pass a 
scheduled reduction of the in-
come tax rate to 3.99%, it won’t 
be fully phased in until 2034 at 
the earliest. �is felt more like 
table stakes than the promised 
overhaul, especially given how 
aggressively some of our neigh-
bors have lowered their income 
tax rates in recent years. 

However, the standard de-
duction was raised signi�cantly, 
$15,000 for single taxpayers and 
$30,000 for those �ling joint-
ly, with additional increases to 
come if certain triggers are met. 

Another aspect of this year’s 
income tax legislation includ-
ed the creation of a Taxpayer 

Relief Fund, which raised the 
state’s “rainy day fund” and also 
ensured that future undesignat-
ed surpluses above that can be 
used for tax relief. 

Missed opportunities extend-
ed beyond the tax code, how-
ever. Signi�cant policy debates 
regarding housing, regulatory 
reform and educational choice 
were also watered down during 
the legislative process.  

Legislation in both cham-
bers aimed to reduce the cost 
of permitting delays by local 
governments when it comes 
to building homes since these 
are costs eventually borne by 
homebuyers. Despite the work 
of multiple committees to vet 
and “perfect” this legislation, a 
last-minute substitute included 
a glaring carveout for as many 
as 12 metro counties. Perhaps 
most worrisome is that many 
of these counties are precisely 
where homebuyers are in need 
of the enhanced a�ordability 
that would come from faster 
and more e�cient homebuild-
ing.

On the regulatory front, the 
passage of the Georgia Bu-
reaucratic Deference Elimina-
tion Act ensures that Georgia’s 
courts will no longer automat-
ically side with a state agency’s 
interpretation of a statute. In-
stead, judges must interpret the 
law independently. Coupled 
with a new framework for reg-
ulatory review, this bill should 
increase protection for citizens 
from increasing red tape. 

However, even this victory 
was tempered – while the bill 
curbs the power of unelected 
bureaucrats and increases legis-
lative oversight, it does little to 
address the existing density of 
the state’s regulatory code that 
continues to sti�e small busi-

nesses.
Legislation expanding the 

state’s student scholarship tax 
credit program, a vital tool for 
educational choice that has his-
torically been oversubscribed, 
also passed. While initial pro-
posals sought to meet this de-
mand with an ambitious $225 
million cap, the legislative pro-
cess saw that �gure steadily 
chipped away. By the time the 
bill crossed the �nish line, the 
cap was raised to just $150 mil-
lion from its current cap of $120 
million. 

Combined with a $41 million 
cut for Promise Scholarships 
and the failure to pass the Char-
ter School Financing Authority, 
which would have helped es-
tablish a �nancing mechanism 
for building, renovating and 
rehabilitating charter facilities, 
the 2026 session represents a 
setback for school choice pro-
grams. 

Ultimately, while the 2026 
session delivered some prog-
ress, the hope to signi�cantly 
address many of these issues 
may remain more than one 
legislative session away, given 
the turnover to come among 
statewide o�ces and within the 
General Assembly. 

*Within hours of adjourning 
Sine Die, speculation began that 
Gov. Kemp would summon leg-
islators back for a special session 
to pass legislation needed to im-
plement an elections bill passed 
in 2024. Additional chatter in-
cluded whether there is a need 
to address the constitutionality 
of a “revenue bill” (the amended 
version of property taxes) origi-
nating in the Senate instead of 
the House.

Political Ambition Meets Legislative Gravity: 
Georgia’s 2026 Session 

K n o w i n g  E x e r c i s e  B a s i c s  C a n  S a v e  Y o u  M o n e y

Charlie Harper 
Guest Columnist

Any Georgian with a televi-
sion, mailbox, telephone, or so-
cial media account is aware we 
have partisan primaries coming 
up. �e ads for candidates who 
want to be the next Governor 
alone are inescapable. 

We also have to select candi-
dates for U.S. Senate, all Geor-
gia’s seats in the U.S. House, 
Lieutenant Governor, Quite a 
few statewide o�ces, every seat 
in the Georgia legislature, and 
even more o�ces in counties 
across the state. We’ve got a lot 
going on in here.

Almost lost in the campaign 
drum beats are the races for po-
sitions within Georgia’s judicia-
ry.  �ese contests are non-par-
tisan. �ere are no primaries. 
We vote on who will preside 
over Georgia’s courts on the 
same ballots when we vote for 
our parties’ nominees.  �ose 

who wish to remain truly “in-
dependent” can even request a 
non-partisan ballot to only se-
lect from the Justices and Judges 
up for election this year.

�ese aren’t nominees to ap-
pear on our November ballots. 
�e May race for these positions 
is �nal.

Most Georgians are likely un-
aware these contests are even 
happening. �ere’s little incen-
tive to donate to campaigns, as 
the Judges and Justices aren’t 
allowed to make many promis-
es, and certainly can’t promise 
to decide in favor of potential 
large donors. �eir code of eth-
ics, whether an incumbent or 
challenger, mostly limits them 
to saying they’ll be fair and im-
partial, uphold the Constitution, 
and telling you about their re-
sume and background. 

�ey don’t attack each other. 
�ere are few soundbites for 
media to cover. �e few ded-

icated political reporters le� 
in the state are getting a steady 
supply of red meat zingers from 
the partisan contests. �ere’s 
little reward for them to invest 
the time detailing the curricu-
lum vitae of candidates that few 
Georgians have ever heard of, in 
election contests that won’t gen-
erate clicks or ratings.

So what are Georgians sup-
posed to do when faced with 
these names in races they hav-
en’t researched and know almost 
nothing of the candidates? Un-
like the default position for most 
voters in partisan contests, if in 
doubt vote for the incumbent.  

For decades, Georgia has 
used a system that takes most 
of the partisan politics out of 
the selection of our Judges and 
Justices. When one resigns or 
retires – usually done mid-term 
to preserve this process – a Ju-
dicial Nominating Commission 
reviews quali�cations of appli-

cants and delivers a short list of 
candidates to the Governor, who 
chooses one and appoints them 
to �ll the vacancy.  

Our “election” of Judges and 
Justices is more of a rati�cation 
of this process rather than a 
selection. �is is a system that 
has been in place in Georgia 
for decades, long before parties 
switched power in the Gover-
nor’s mansion a quarter century 
ago.  

�e concept worth protect-
ing here is that there is a time 
and place for partisanship, and 
the voters get their say on that 
in November, when nominees 
from each party are decided by 
voters. �ose elected then serve 
to write our laws with a partisan 
tilt in the legislature, and the ex-
ecutive branch administers the 
state’s operations similarly.

Georgians To Decide Court’s Tone And Temperament Next Month

Danyale Starley
Interim Executive Director
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By Je� Cook
Extension Agent

I am not much for using water 
to grow anything that I can’t 
eat, but if it gets any dryer I 
may have to start watering 
my grass so that it doesn’t die.  
This article will hopefully help 
you when making irrigation 
decisions for your lawn. 
Irrigating turf has benefits 

other than just aesthetics.  For 
example, the main benefits 
of healthy turf are water and 
wind erosion control. Active-
ly growing turf may have a 
surface temperature that is 20 
degrees cooler than a dormant 
turf during the summer.  Of 
Course water use rates depend 
on soil type, grass species and/
or cultivar, management level 
and atmospheric conditions. 
We should also know that wa-
ter loss will increase as tem-
perature, sunlight and wind 
increase.  
Most turfgrasses grown in 

Georgia need about 1 inch 
of water per week during the 
summer to remain green and 
growing.  But, under some 
conditions such as shallow 
rooting and high nitrogen lev-
els, water use may be 2 inches 
per week. Sandy or coarse-tex-
tured soils absorb water much 
faster than clay or fine-tex-
tured soils. However, sandy 
soils retain less water and, 
therefore, need water more of-
ten than clay soils. Since clay 
soils absorb water slowly, ir-
rigation rates should be slow 
and extend over a longer peri-
od. Thus, infiltration rate and 
water retention vary with the 
sand and clay content of soil. 
Some turfgrasses, like ber-

mudagrass, develop deep root 

systems to obtain the need-
ed water. Other turfgrasses, 
like some zoysiagrasses, have 
shallow root systems and need 
weekly irrigation to remain 
green. 
Applying the proper amount 

of water is one maintenance 
practice often done wrong. 
Light, frequent irrigations pro-
duce shallow, weak root sys-
tems. The shallow root system 
prevents efficient use of plant 
nutrients and water in the soil. 
Roots generally grow where 
the soil is moist, and some 
turfgrass roots do seek out wa-
ter deeper in the soil as the sur-
face moisture is depleted.
When irrigating grass apply 

enough water to soak the soil 
to a depth of 6 to 8 inches. This 
is usually equivalent to about 1 
inch of rainfall or 600 gallons 
per 1000 square feet, but this 
will vary with different soils. A 
sand would require 0.5 inch of 
water while a clay would need 
1.75 inches to wet the soil to 
an 8-inch depth. Most sprin-
klers apply about 1 /4 inch of 
water per hour and so must be 
on in one spot for 2 to 4 hours 
to apply 1 inch of water. The 
output of any sprinkler should 
be available on packaging or 
from the manufacturer.
If you cannot find the infor-

mation, you can easily catch 
water using rain gauges or 
even empty tuna cans to mea-
sure output and look at unifor-
mity across the area.  Often, I 
visit lawns that are suffering 
drought stress that is due to 
the irrigation system being im-
properly set up, or a sprinkler 
malfunction.
I hope that this will be use-

ful to those of you that like to 
keep your lawns looking beau-
tiful.  For the rest of us that just 
want to keep it alive, pull out 
the hoses about a day before 
you start hearing your grass 
crunch when you walk across 
it.  If you have questions or 
comments you can contact me 
at 478-862-5496, 478-825-
6466 or mackiv@uga.edu

Jeff Cook
Extension Agent

Irrigation 
Management 

in Turf
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BAHA’I FAITH
“Religions are many, but the
reality of religion is one. The
days are many, but the sun is 
one... The branches are many,

but the tree is one.”

Baha’u’llah

For more information
peachcobahais@gmail.com

www.bahai.us
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By Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

LT Columnist
�e Minister of Youth in a 

Baptist church bulletin wrote 
the following note to parents: 
“Parents, please make it a prior-
ity to have your children with us 
on Wednesday nights at 6:15.  If 
your children have other friends 
who are not currently active in 
another church, do your best to 
bring them.  I am a �rm believ-
er that it is easier to reach chil-
dren for Jesus Christ than older 
kids.  By the time they reach 
middle school, if Christ is not a 
priority in their lives, there is a 
strong possibility he never will 
be.  �en, when it’s too late, we 
wonder where we went wrong.”  
�ere has never been a truer 
statement.  By the time children 
reach 7-8 years of age, they have 
formed their moral foundation 
and will carry that value system 

forward throughout their lives.  
When children reach teenage 
status, it is too late to change 
their moral values.

How soon can a child be 
saved? Charles Hadden Spur-
geon wrote, “ as soon as chil-
dren can learn evil, be assured 
that they can be competent 
under the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit to learn good.”  Spurgeon 
urged Sunday School teachers: 
“ Never go into your class with 
the thought that children can-
not comprehend.  Children are 
capable of salvation.”  A good 
example is Josiah.  When he be-
came king of Jerusalem at age 8, 
he immediately began to seek 
God’s guidance and performed 
great works by his twel�h birth-
day.  

A person’s chances of being 
saved diminish rapidly with age. 
As people grow older and be-
come more set in their attitudes, 
they increasingly resist the 
life-changing message of Christ.  
Studies revealed that 95-percent 
of the people who receive Christ 
do so before age 25.  A�er the 
age of 35, only one person in 
50,000 receives Christ; a�er 45 
only one in 300,000; and a�er 
75 only one in 700,000 is con-
verted.  Hardening of the arter-
ies and hardening of the heart 

go hand in hand.  �e writer of 
Ecclesiastes warned of the dan-
gers of resisting salvation when 
one is young: “ Don’t let the ex-
citement of being young cause 
you to forget your creator…Re-
member Him now while you are 
young, before the silver chord of 
life snaps, and the golden bowl 
is broken, and the dust returns 
to the earth as it was, and the 
spirit returns to God.”

Evangelistic e�orts are usu-
ally slanted toward adults at 
the expense of children.  �is 
is inconsistent for in planting 
a garden, we would be foolhar-
dy to let young sprouts go un-
weeded during the spring and 
expect an abundant harvest in 
the summer.  God cautioned the 
Israelites escaping from Egyp-
tian bondage to “forget not the 
things your eyes have seen and 
teach them to your children and 
grandchildren.”  Timothy be-
came Paul’s protégé because he 
was taught the scriptures from 
childhood by his mother Eunice 
and grandmother Lois.

We have an awesome respon-
sibility to bring up our children 
in the “nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.”  Jesus said, “ pre-
vent not the children from com-
ing to me, for such is the King-
dom of God.”

Billy Powell
Parables to Ponder

Columnist

Foolhardy To Let Young 
Sprouts Go Unweeded

CHURCH & LOCAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
email: new s@ theleadertrib u ne. com

USHER’S TEMPLE CME AND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 

EXTENSION PRESENT 
THE EXPANDED FOOD & 
NUTRITION EDUCATION 

PROGRAM (EFNEP)
Each Wednesday at 11:30am in 

April. Virtually on Wednesdays 
in May at 11:30am thru May 
20, 2026. 

�e program helps Georgia 
families eat better for less! EFNEP 
o�ers practical nutrition and 
physical activity information, 
food safety education, food 
resource management strategies, 
and recipe demonstrations 
within community settings. 
Come to enjoy a free lunch and 
learn new recipes. Location: 
Usher’s Temple CME, 411 
Railroad Street, Fort Valley, GA 
31030, 478-825-5106

USHER’S TEMPLE CME 
CHURCH

411 Railroad Street, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. 478-825-5106.

Join us each Sunday morning 
with Pastor Tawanna B. Harris 
and members at 9:30am for 
Sunday School followed at 
11:00am with holy worship 
service. You may join us virtually 
via Facebook Live and Youtube. 
Bible study is each Wednesday 
in person at 12:00 and virtually 
at 7:00pm via Zoom. 

FOOD PANTRY DISTRIBUTION 
AT  ST. PETER A.M.E. CHURCH 

ANNEX
Food Pantry Distribution at 

St. Peter A.M.E. Church Annex, 
502 State University Drive, Fort 
Valley, GA. 
Fourth �ursday of each 

month (January-October) and 
�ird �ursday of November 
and December. Call (478) 825-
8452 for details.

BAHA’I COMMUNITY OF 
PEACH COUNTY

�e Baha’i Community of 
Peach County warmly invites 
you to an interfaith devotional 
and discussion via Zoom on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month, 7:00 - 8:00pm.  �e 
purpose of the gathering is to 
build friendship and unity.  No 
contributions are solicited or 
accepted.  If you’re interested, 
email us at peachcobahais@
gmail.com, and we’ll send you 
an invitation!

COME PRAISE THE LORD 
OVER ZOOM
Sundays 10am - 12noon. 

Wednesday nights 7pm-8:30pm. 
Meeting# 2059432744
Code 7Sb6h8
Host James Manning (Elder) 

CHRISTIAN FAITH BAPTIST 
CHURCH

“Connecting People to Christ”
Rev. Bobby J. Roberson, Pastor
478-822-9897. 1735 Hwy 341 

North, Fort Valley, GA 31030

FORT VALLEY METHODIST 
CHURCH

 301 W. Church Street
(478)825-2762

Join us each Sunday at 10:55AM 
for Christian fellowship and 

a spirit-lead service with our 
pastor, Rev. Herb Flanders. 
Sunday School for all ages 
begins at 9:45AM.  Nursery 
is available for infants and 
younger children.

FT VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  (behind Courthouse)
Come & worship in a casual 

atmosphere at 5:00pm each 
Sunday. Our weekly pastor will 
be the Rev. Dr. Bryan Whit�led, 
a Presbyterian minister 
who also teaches at Mercer 
University. For any interested, 
we will have weekly Sunday 
School Bible Study starting 
at 4:00pm in the room o� the 
sanctuary. Come and join us 
for an exciting summer. Brenda 
Rackley 478-283-1356.

FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

2560 Willow Lake Road, 
Fort Valley, GA 31030. 

GRACE HOUSE COMMUNITY 
FOODBANK

Open Tuesdays and �ursdays. 
9:00am - 12:00pm. Located 
behind Fort Valley Court House, 
203 Central Ave., Fort Valley. 
Phone: 478-825-2562 (TFN)

GREATER FAITH BABIES 
MINISTRIES

1000 Tulip Drive, Fort Valley.
Sunday School at 8:30am
Morning Worship at 10:00am
Wednesday: Free Fellowship 

Meal at 6pm
60 Minutes Bible Study from 

7:00pm -8:00pm Come and 
fellowship with us!

HOSTING ANGLICAN 
INQUIRERS’ CLASS

Led by Father Matt Harlow
Learn the basics of the 

Christian Faith while enjoying a 
meal and fellowship.
We will cover theology, 

history, liturgy, and more! 
To register contact Fr Matt 
at harlowmatthew@gmail.com
https://www.middlegaanglican.

org

THE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 
OF FORT VALLEY

Looking for a church?  Pastor 
Tony Wood invites you to 
come visit us. Bring the kids for 
Children’s Church!
Sunday School at 9:30. Sunday 

Worship at 10:30. 

SAINT ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

SAINT ANDREW’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH located 
at 309 Central Avenue, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030. �e Rev. 
Harriette Simmons Ballard.
Services every Sunday at 

9:00am with Co�ee Hour 
following in Robinson Hall.

ST. JULIANA’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

804 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Phone:(478) 825-7127
Sat., 7:00pm Spanish Mass
Sun., 9:00am English Mass;       

11:00 am    Spanish Mass
Weekday Mass: Tues., - �urs.   

6:30pm

Confessions: �urs., 6:00pm;       
Sat. 6:30pm; Sun. 10:30am

Adoration: �urs., 7:00pm;      
Sat.  8-9am; Sun.  6:00pm

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

1000 State University Drive 
across from the �rst entrance to 
FVSU. 
We hold morning prayer 

services, at 10:15am Sundays. 
Eucharist (Communion) is on 
second Sundays at 11am.
Please donate to our Little Free 

Pantry on Charlesvoix St. behind 
the church (or take food if you 
are in need). For more info, go 
to our Facebook page or contact 
Anna Holloway 478-397-4678 
and leave a text message.

SAINT PETER AME CHURCH
502 State University Drive, 

Fort Valley GA 31030
Join us for a rewarding Worship 

Experience at “�e Rock” each 
Sunday at 10:00AM.  Our pastor 
is Rev. Anthony Dixon.  You 
may also join us via YouTube 
and Facebook.  Weekly Bible 
Study every Wednesday at 
7:00p.m.  
Bianca Ballard (478)825-8452.

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF FORT VALLEY

1101 East Church St, Fort 
Valley, GA 31030
Please join us as we continue to 

seek to save them that are lost! 
Our weekly schedule is:

Sunday School at 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship at 11:15 A.M.
Bible Study at 7:00 P.M. – 

Tuesdays
To contact us, please leave 

a message at (478) 825-7581 
or send email to secretary@
shilohbaptistfortvalley.org or 
write us at the above post o�ce 
box.

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
505 State University Drive, Fort 

Valley, Georgia 31030
Trinity Baptist Church welcomes 

you to join us in holy worship service 
each Sunday morning at 11:00 am.  
Sunday School is scheduled at 9:30 
am. and Bible Study at 7:00 pm. on 
Wednesday, currently on Zoom.  
(Contact us at the above number for 
Zoom access information.)  

Also, we invite the participation 
of children in our Godly Girls and 
Champs Ministries.  Godly Girls, 
ages 8-15, meets Wednesday at 5 
pm; Champs on �ursday at 6 pm. 
in Church Annex.  Transportation 
is available.  We look forward to 
having you join us soon!

For additional information, call 
478-825-7349.

HARPER
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Our courts, however, have 
to interpret the laws according 
to the constitutions of both the 
state and the country. For them 
to be fair and impartial, they al-
most must be non-partisan. It’s 
the only way they can be a prop-
er check and balance within a 
state that has been governed by 
one majority party controlling 
the other two branches at the 
same time for most of the state’s 
existence. 

�ere have been partisan at-
tempts to change the courts a 
few times. Most notably, Re-
publicans tried to unseat a few 
Justices as the party was taking 
statewide elective o�ces from 
the Democrats around the turn 
of the millennium. 

Most if not all failed, and usu-
ally by a large margin. Despite 
the lack of general public aware-

ness from traditional campaign 
channels, the legal community 
seems to have a way of policing 
these elections to motivate vot-
ers to preserve the system and 
keep partisanship out of these 
elections.

�is year there are three chal-
lenges to those serving in our 
top courts.  Two Justices on 
Georgia’s Supreme Court and 
one for Georgia’s Court of Ap-
peals. At least one of the chal-
lengers has run state wide for a 
partisan o�ce. 

�e best sign that partisan-
ship isn’t at play with the in-
cumbents is the steering com-
mittee of Justice Charlie Bethel.  
Among the high pro�le and 
politically diverse names sup-
porting his re-election are the 
Governor who appointed him, 
Nathan Deal, and Deal’s 2014 

Democratic challenger, former 
State Senator Jason Carter. 

As a disclosure, Justice Beth-
el and I have a friendship that 
pre-dates his time on our high-
est court, and I’ve made a small 
donation to his campaign. I 
use him as an example of the 
three incumbents standing for 
re-election statewide – includ-
ing fellow Supreme Court Jus-
tice Sarah Hawkins Warren and 
Appeals Court Judge Elizabeth 
Gobeil – as his committee em-
bodies the entire point here.

�ere’s a time and place for 
partisanship, and many of the 
names on his team are highly 
partisan. When it comes time 
to stand before a judge, howev-
er, justice must be colorblind. 
�ose colors must include red 
and blue. 

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — People in 

Georgia who get injured badly 
enough to need an ambulance 
ride could worry less about the 
shock to their pocketbook if 
they have insurance and if Gov. 
Brian Kemp signs House Bill 
506 into law.

�e Georgia General Assem-
bly sent Kemp the “Surprise 

Billing Consumer Protection 
Act” on �ursday, the �nal day 
of this year’s legislative session.

It would cap insurance costs 
for any ambulance ride request-
ed by a �rst responder, with the 
amount indexed to a multiple of 
Medicare.

�e same copayment, coin-
surance or deductible charge 
would apply to ambulance rides 
whether or not they are in the 
insurer’s network. And the am-
bulance company would direct-

ly bill the insurance company.
“If someone has private in-

surance, that will be billed 
rather than self-pay on an am-
bulance ride,” said Sen. Shawn 
Still, R-Suwanee, who was re-
sponsible for overlaying HB 506 
with the ambulance language.

�e injured are not in a posi-
tion to negotiate the cost of an 

Georgia lawmakers send 
measure to governor to 
make ambulance rides 

more affordable

AMBULANCE RIDES
CONTINUED PG 11A  
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DELABRUYERE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

about getting stronger. By in-
troducing new programs that 
bring our business communi-
ty closer together, I want the 
Chamber to be the unifying 
force — the ‘glue’ — that holds 
our county, cities, and business-
es together as one community,” 
delaBruyere said.
  delaBruyere took a moment 

to thank her fellow members of 
the Peach Regional Chamber of 
Commerce for supporting her as 
she shi�ed into this position. 
“I’m honored by the trust 

you’ve placed in me to take the 
reins. Knowing I have a team 
that stands beside me and is 
ready to do the work makes all 
the di�erence. I’m looking for-
ward to a successful year togeth-
er!” delaBruyere said.

To the citizens of Peach Coun-
ty, delaBruyere wanted to em-
phasize her and her team’s 
dedication to the citizens and 
community. Having worked in 
Peach County for years, dela-
Bruyere sees many familiar faces 
and wants to ensure a positive 
future together. 
“I want the citizens of Peach 

County to know how much I 
truly care about this communi-
ty. Having served this area for 
many years, I don’t just see busi-
nesses and city lines — I see my 
neighbors, my friends, and our 
future together,” delaBruyere 
said. “ As I take on this new role, 
my commitment is to ensure 
our Chamber serves as the ‘glue’ 
that keeps us connected, and 
I’m honored to work every day 

to make Peach County a place 
where our families and busi-
nesses can truly thrive.”
At the end of the interview, de-

laBruyere thanked one mentor 
and friend for eight years of en-
couragement and camaraderie.
“I want to share a huge THANK 

YOU to Jill Bowen for every-
thing! She has been a mentor, a 
leader, and — most importantly 
— a dear friend. Jill is a power-
house for Peach County, and I 
feel incredibly blessed to have 
worked alongside her for the last 
eight years. While I miss our dai-
ly routine, I am so proud of her 
in her new role as County Ad-
ministrator and excited for the 
continued partnership between 
our o�ces. Our community is in 
great hands!” delaBruyere said.

should remain lit through the 
night. He said he noticed that 
the Bible on the pulpit was 
opened to Ezekiel 24:21, which 
spoke of the desecration of the 
sanctuary due to sin. 
Say to the people of Israel, ‘�is 

is what the Sovereign Lord says: I 
am about to desecrate my sanc-
tuary—the stronghold in which 
you take pride, the delight of your 
eyes, the object of your a�ection. 
�e sons and daughters you le� 
behind will fall by the sword.
Westefeld took it as a sign 

for him to burn the Church. 
Westefeld lit the candlesticks 
and burned the American and 
Methodist �ags in the sanctuary.
Westefeld then went to the 

Church o�ce next to the sanctu-
ary and found cash and checks. 
He said his “anger level reached 
a 10” because he believed the 
money should be deposited in a 
bank. He took the cash for him-
self. 
Westefeld then saw food in 

the o�ce pantry and became 
even more enraged, believing 
it should be given to the poor. 
Westefeld said that this is why 

he decided to set �re to the 
church’s o�ce.
Westefeld stole a plastic gas 

can from a nearby home, plan-
ning to siphon gasoline out of 
the Church’s van to use as an 
accelerant. �e van was parked 
and locked behind the Church. 
Westefeld was unable to retrieve 
the gasoline, so he stu�ed his 
white shirt in the gas cap of the 
van and set it on �re.
“�e act of arson against a 

place of worship is not just an 
attack on a building, it’s an as-
sault on the community’s spir-
it,” said ATF Atlanta’s Acting 
Special Agent in Charge Robert 
W. Davis. “We will continue to 
work tirelessly to ensure justice 
is served.”
Westefeld faces a maximum 

sentence of 20 years in prison, a 
minimum of �ve years in pris-
on, and a $250,000 �ne. West-
efeld now awaits his sentencing 
date, which will be determined 
later by the Court.
“Intentionally setting �re to a 

house of worship is a malicious 
act that devastates not only a sa-
cred space, but also reverberates 

throughout the entire commu-
nity,” said U.S. Attorney William 
R. “Will” Keyes. “Local, state 
and federal law enforcement 
agencies worked together to en-
sure the defendant is brought to 
justice for his actions.”
�e Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-

co, Firearms, and Explosives 
(ATF), the Georgia Fire Mar-
shals, and the Byron Police De-
partment investigated the case, 
along with assistance from the 
Centerville Police Department 
and the GBI.
“�is case was solved thanks to 

the crucial assistance provided 
to us by our law enforcement 
partners at ATF, GBI, the State 
Fire Marshals and the Center-
ville Police Department,” said 
Byron Police Chief Wesley Can-
non. “We are grateful to the U.S. 
Attorney’s O�ce for the Mid-
dle District of Georgia for their 
diligence in securing the guilty 
plea. �is case is another great 
example of law enforcement 
working together for a success-
ful outcome, and we know the 
citizens of Byron appreciate ev-
eryone’s e�orts.”

Georgia Legislature backed bill that would give 
residents new rights against homeowner associations

By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Among the more 

popular bills to pass out of the Geor-
gia General Assembly last week was a 
measure that would make it more dif-
�cult for homeowners’ associations to 
foreclose on members’ homes over dis-
putes about money.

Sen. Matt Brass, R-Newnan, told 
fellow lawmakers during hearings on 
the bill that he had heard numerous 
anecdotes about associations that had 
abused their authority to levy �nes, 
piling up bills that had led to liens on 
homes and then to foreclosure.

“You might have a rogue board mem-
ber or a bad management company that 
wants a neighbor out or they want to 
try to get possession of that property,” 
he said at a hearing last month. “And 
they start �ning and feeing people.”

Senate Bill 406 passed the Senate 

unanimously and it passed the state 
House by an overwhelming bipartisan 
margin. If Gov. Brian Kemp allows it 
to become law, it will put guardrails 
around the associations’ authority to 
�ne residents and place liens against 
their properties.

It would require associations to reg-
ister annually with the Georgia Secre-
tary of State if they plan to collect �nes 
and fees. It would limit the types of debt 
that associations could use to place a 
lien on a property. It would double the 
current $2,000 debt threshold for �ling 
a lien provided owners are not  in ar-
rears for at least a year. It would require 
associations to upload certain records 
to the state and open their �nancial 
books to members. And it would estab-
lish a hearing process for disputes to be 
overseen by the Secretary of State.

Caroline Simmons has been in a 
long-running dispute with her De-
catur-area condominium association 
over the cost of new water meters. She 

asserted that the meters were not need-
ed and that the board had failed to fol-
low protocol to contract for them. She 
then sued.

SB 406 would give her an alternative 
to the courts.

“It means I have someplace other 
than the court to go to be able to rectify 
everything that I believe that the board 
is doing in violation of not only our 
declaration but of Georgia law,” Sim-
mons said in an interview this week.

She was among several homeowners 
who testi�ed about aggressive associa-
tion behavior at that hearing with Brass 
last month.

One man described a battle over the 
pavers he placed in the mud to give 
his pregnant wife safe passage through 
the yard. He said the association levied 
thousands of dollars in �nes a�er or-
dering them removed.

Another man said he had spent 
$25,000 dealing with water runo� from 
a neighbor’s property. �e association 

did not like the work he had done, 
which led to a costly legal �ght. He 
called the associations “judge, jury and 
executioner.”

A real estate agent described how an 
owner was at risk of losing his home 
because he failed to respond to an asso-
ciation order to repaint his front door.

She said the man had been busy 
tending to his dying wife.

At a prior hearing in February, a rep-
resentative for the associations argued 
that there was no need for SB 406. Julie 
Howard, a lawyer who said she was a 
volunteer for the Community Asso-
ciations Institute, said there are over 
11,300 associations for condomini-
ums and homes in Georgia, represent-
ing over 2.5 million people — about a 
quarter of the state.

She said residents voluntarily chose 
to live under those associations and 
that Brass was hearing from a rela-
tively small number with complaints. 
She said there were already processes 

to hold boards accountable, including 
board elections.

“We don’t think it’s good law to make 
law based on a few rogue actors,” How-
ard said.

But Brass said the existing processes 
had failed to protect the people who 
had come to him, and he described the 
protections in SB 406 as modest, with 
minimal burden on the associations. 
All they must do is spend $100 a year to 
register with the Secretary of State and 
upload some of their records, he said. 
He said the legislation scratches the 
surface of the problems but establishes 
a framework for additional regulation 
in the future.

Homeowners’ associations are ef-
fectively small cities, and require over-
sight, he said in an interview �ursday.

“I was trying to rein in the bad as-
sociations without punishing the good 
ones,” he said. “And I think that was as 
close as we could get it, for now any-
way.”

Gov. Kemp has a lot of bills on his desk after lawmakers finished their work
By Ty Tagami
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Georgia law-

makers went home in a �urry of 
ripped paper, as is the custom at 
the end of the 40-day legislative 
session.

�e shreds �oating through 
the House and Senate includ-
ed some of the 2,241 bills in-
troduced during the biennial 
assembly that started last year, 
plus more than 3,000 resolu-
tions.

Here is a highlight of some 
bills that passed, and failed, 
when the legislators �nally de-
cided to leave the Gold Dome 

a�er midnight on April 3, about 
an hour past “Sine Die,” the last 
scheduled day of the legislative 
session.

Some bills found biparti-
san support while others were 
pushed through by the Republi-
can majorities in each chamber. 
Gov. Brian Kemp has already 
signed a couple of measures, but 
most of them await his pen.

Consumers
�e federal government will 

stop making pennies because 
the metal costs more than they 
are worth. House Bill 1112 
would require that cash transac-
tions are rounded to the nearest 
nickel.

Another bill sought to move 
the state east on the time zone 
map, out to the Atlantic. House 
Bill 154 would have kept clocks 
on the same standard year-
round; no more bouncing back 
and forth by an hour. It did not 
pass.

Culture
�e killing of conservative 

activist Charlie Kirk inspired 
the passage of Senate Bill 552, 
which would make it illegal for 
public schools that allow stu-
dent meetings on campus to 
discriminate based on political 
or ideological content.

Other ideologically driven 
measures triggered many hours 

of partisan debate and failed to 
pass.

Senate Bill 74 sought to strip 
librarians of their criminal im-
munity from a law that makes 
it illegal to give “harmful” 
books and other material to mi-
nors.

Senate Bill 499 and House 
Bill 1324 would have ensured 
gun silencers remained legal 
in Georgia. Republicans con-
tended silencers protect hunt-
ers’ hearing.  Democrats assert-
ed they make it harder to locate 
school shooters. “�is body 
surely is aware that earplugs ex-
ist,” Rep. Michelle Au, D-Johns 
Creek, said on the House �oor 
when Democrats voted the bill 
down, assisted by the absence of 
11 Republicans.)

�e House also killed Senate 
Bill 175, which sought to pro-
tect Confederate monuments.

Education
House Bill 1193 seeks to im-

prove the teaching of reading 
in kindergarten through third 
grades. �e heart of the mea-
sure would give schools $70 
million a year to put 1,313 liter-
acy coaches into classrooms.

Teenage  students got a bill 
that aims to help them, but in a 
di�erent way: House Bill 1009 
would ban cellphones in pub-
lic high schools starting in the 
2027-28 school year. �e devic-
es were roundly criticized as an 
academic distraction.

College students got Senate 
Bill 556, an omnibus education 
measure that snuck across the 

�nish line the evening of April 
2 (technically the �nal legis-
lative day though lawmakers 
kept voting past midnight). �e 
House commandeered the bill, 
which was about something else 
(a common tactic when time is 
running out) and stu�ed it with 
other language, including a 
$325 million need-based schol-
arship program that had been in 
a di�erent bill that did not pass.

House Bill 328 would increase 
the $120 million annual cap on 
tax breaks for donors to one of 
the state’s K-12 private school 
tuition subsidy programs. �e 
Senate had sought to nearly 
double it to $225 million but 
settled for $150 million.

LOT OF BILLS
CONTINUED PG 8A  
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L T 26-039
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  C R E D -

I T O R S
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
I N  R E :  E R N E S T  R .  A N D E R S O N  
A l l  cr e d i t o rs o f  t h e  E st at e  o f  E rn e st  R .  
A n d e rs o n . ,  d e c e as e d ,  l at e  o f  P e ac h  
County, are hereby notified to render 
t h e i r d e m an d s t o  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d  ac -
c o rd i n g  t o  l aw ,  an d  al l  p e rs o n s  i n d e b t e d  
t o  s ai d  e s t at e  are  re q u i re d  t o  m ak e  
i m m e d i at e  p ay m e n t  t o  t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d .
A p ri l  6 ,  2026
M i ch e l  L ai n e  W e st  
A d m i n i s t rat o r w i t h  t h e  W i l l  
A n n e xe d  o f  E rn e st  R .  A n d e rso n
782 A q u a D r.
M yr t l e  B e ach ,  S C  29 572
R o b e rt  T .  T u g g l e ,  I I I   
D an i e l ,  L aw so n ,  T u g g l e  &  Je rl e s,  L L P
Post Office Box 89
P e rry ,  G e o rg i a 3106 9

A p ri l  15,  22,  29 ,  M ay 6 ,  2026

L T 26-044
P U B L I C  N O T I C E
F O R M  854 F I L E  N u m b e r :  A 1381538
B ran c h  T o w e rs  V I ,  L L C  i s  p ro p o s i n g  
t o  c o n s t ru c t  a 215’  M o n o p o l e  T o w e r 
l o ca t e d  6 85 Y ard s N o rt h  o f  Ol d  M aco n  
R d  an d  6 16  Y ard s  W e st  o f  Jo e  B arn e s 
R d ,  B yr o n  G A ,  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  31008.
I n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  m ay  re v i e w  t h e  
p e n d i n g  ap p l i ca t i o n  b y g o i n g  t o  w w w .
f c c . g o v / as r/ ap p l i c at i o n s  an d  e n t e ri n g  
t h e  Fo rm  854 Fi l e  N u m b e r l i s t e d  ab o v e .  
I n t e re st e d  p e rso n s m ay rai se  e n vi ro n -
m e n t al  c o n c e rn s  ab o u t  t h e  p ro p o s e d  
structure by filing a Request for Environ-
m e n t al  R e vi e w  w i t h  t h e  Fe d e ral  C o m -
m u n i ca t i o n s C o m m i ssi o n .  T h e  Fe d e ral  
C o m m u n i ca t i o n s C o m m i ssi o n  st ro n g l y 
encourages interested parties to file 
R e q u e s t s  f o r E n v i ro n m e n t al  R e v i e w  
o n l i n e .   I n s t ru c t i o n s  f o r m ak i n g  s u c h  
filings can be found at www.fcc.gov/asr/
e n vi ro n m e n t al re q u e st  
I n t e re st e d  p art i e s t h at  w o u l d  p re f e r t o  
file a Request for Environmental Review 
b y p ap e r co p y ca n  s u b m i t  t o : FC C  R e -
q u e st s f o r E n vi ro n m e n t al  R e vi e w ,  A t t n : 
R am o n  W i l l i am s,  445 12t h  S t re e t  S W ,  
W ash i n g t o n ,  D C  20554.  

A p ri l  15,  2026

L T 26-036
I N  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I n  re  t h e  N am e  C h an g e  o f : T am m y  L e i g h  
B rad y ,  P e t i t i o n e r
C i vi l  A ct i o n  C ase  N u m b e r 26 -V -0149
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  C H A N G E  

N A M E  O F  A D U L T
Tammy Leigh Brady file a petition in 
t h e  P e ac h  C o u n t y  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  o n  
A p ri l  2,  2026  t o  ch an g e  t h e  n am e  f ro m  
T am m y  L e i g h  B rad y  t o  T am m y  L e i g h  
A b s h e r.  A n y  i n t e re s t e d  p art y  h as  t h e  
right to appear in this case and file ob-
j e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  30 d ay s  af t e r t h e  P e t i t i o n  
was filed.
T am m y B rad y
P e t i t i o n  P ro  se
306  A m y C i rcl e
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G A  31030

A p ri l  8,  15,  2026

L T 26-037
I N  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I n  re  t h e  N am e  C h an g e  o f : L an ce  R i an  
B rad y ,  P e t i t i o n e r
C i vi l  A ct i o n  C ase  N u m b e r 26 -V -0148
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  C H A N G E  

N A M E  O F  A D U L T
Lance Rian Brady file a petition in the 
P e ac h  C o u n t y  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  o n  A p ri l  2,  
2026  t o  ch an g e  t h e  n am e  f ro m  L an ce  
R i an  B rad y t o  L an ce  R i an  A b sh e r.  A n y 
i n t e re st e d  p art y h as t h e  ri g h t  t o  ap p e ar 
in this case and file objections within 30 
days after the Petition was filed.
L an ce  B rad y
P e t i t i o n  P ro  se
306  A m y C i rcl e
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G A  31030

A p ri l  8,  15,  2026

L T 26-028
N OT I C E  OF S A L E  U N D E R  P OW E R
S T A T E  OF G E OR G I A
P E A C H  C OU N T Y
W H E R E A S ,  D i an e  E .  C o l e s ,  as  b o r-
ro w e r( s ) ,  e xe c u t e d  a S E C U R I T Y  D E E D  
t o  M o r t g ag e  E l e c t r o n i c  R e g i s t rat i o n  
S yst e m s,  I n c. ,  as g ran t e e ,  as n o m i n e e  
f o r T a y l o r,  B e a n  &  W h i t a k e r M o r t -
g ag e  C o rp . ,  L e n d e r w h i c h  w as  d at e d  
6 / 25/ 2008,  an d  re c o rd e d  o n   6 / 29 / 2009 ,  
i n  B o o k  425,  P ag e  882,  s e c u ri n g  t h e  
p ay m e n t  o f  a N o t e  i n  t h e  am o u n t  o f  
$ 58, 811. 00 i n  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a 
R e g i st e r o f  D e e d s.
N OW ,  T H E R E FOR E ,  n o t i ce  i s h e re b y 
g i ve n  t h at  t h e  e n t i re  i n d e b t e d n e ss h as 
b e e n  d e cl are d  d u e  an d  p aya b l e  as p ro -
v i d e d  i n  s ai d  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  b y  t h e  H o l d -
e r,  an d  b y  v i rt u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r o f  s al e  an d  
au t h o ri t y ve st e d  i n  i t ,  w i l l  o n  6 / 2/ 2026  
s e l l  at  p u b l i c  o u t c ry  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r 
f o r ca sh  D u ri n g  t h e  l e g al  h o u rs o f  sa l e  
b e f o re  t h e  d o o r o f  t h e  c o u rt h o u s e  o f  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a o f  P e ach ,   t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y si t u at e d  i n  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  t o  w i t :
A L L  T H A T  T R A C T  OR  P A R C E L  OF 
L A N D  L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  I N  L A N D  L OT  
141,  9 T H  L A N D  D I S T R I C T  OF P E A C H  
C OU N T Y ,  G E OR G I A ,  
B E I N G  K N OW N  A N D  D E S I G N A T E D  
A S  L OT  10,  G R E E N  V A L L E Y  E S T A T E S  
S U B D I V I S I ON ,  C ON T A I N I N G  1. 012 
A C R E S ,  M OR E  OR  

L E S S ,  A C C OR D I N G  T O A  P L A T  OF 
S U R V E Y  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H OM A S  W  
FU T R A L ,  I I I . ,  D A T E D  M A R C H  9 ,  19 9 9 ,  
R E C OR D E D  I N  
P L A T  B OOK  21,  P A G E  248,  C L E R K ’ S  
OFFI C E ,  P E A C H  S U P E R I OR  C OU R T .  
S A I D  P L A T  A N D  T H E  R E C O R D  
T H E R E OF A R E  
I N C OR P OR A T E D  H E R E I N  FOR  A L L  
P U R P OS E S .  
T OG E T H E R  W I T H  T H E  19 9 8 S OU T H -
E R N  H OM E S  A K  S E R I E S  M OB I L E  
H OM E ,  S E R I A L  N O.  D S D 4A L 21873A  
A N D  D S D 4A L 21873B
W H I C H  I S  P E R M A N E N T L Y  A T T A C H E D  
T O T H E  P R OP E R T Y .  
T ax P arce l  I D : 030 019
B e i n g  re al  p ro p e rt y  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  as  
151 B U C K E Y E  R O A D  F O R T  V A L L E Y ,  
G A  31030
T h e  d e b t  re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s sa l e  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  f o r t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p ayi n g  
t h e  d e b t  an d  al l  e xp e n se s o f  t h i s sa l e  
i n c l u d i n g  at t o r n e y ’ s  f e e s  ( n o t i c e  o f  
i n t e n t  t o  co l l e ct  at t o rn e y’ s f e e s h avi n g  
b e e n  g i ve n ) .
S ai d  sa l e  w i l l  b e  m ad e  su b j e ct  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  w h i c h  m ay  af f e c t  t h e  
t i t l e  t o  sa i d  p ro p e rt y:  A l l  re st ri ct i ve  co v -
e n an t s ,  e as e m e n t s  an d  ri g h t s -o f -w ay  
ap p e ari n g  o f  re co rd ,  i f  an y;  al l  zo n i n g  
o rd i n an c e s ;  m at t e rs  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  
d i s c l o s e d  b y  an  ac c u rat e  s u rv e y  o r b y  an  
i n sp e ct i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y;  al l  o u t st an d -
i n g  o r u n p ai d  b i l l s an d  asse ssm e n t s f o r 
s t re e t  i m p ro v e m e n t s ,  c u rb i n g ,  g arb ag e ,  
w at e r,  se w ag e  an d  p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s w h i ch  
m ay b e  l i e n s u p o n  sa i d  p ro p e rt y;  an d  
an y  o u t s t an d i n g  t axe s ,  as s e s s m e n t s  
an d  o t h e r l i e n s su p e ri o r t o  t h e  se cu ri t y 
d e e d  b e i n g  f o re cl o s e d  h e re b y .   T o  t h e  
b e st  kn o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  u n d e r-
s i g n e d ,  t h e  ab o v e -d e s c ri b e d  p ro p e rt y  i s  
i n  t h e  p o sse ssi o n  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r an d /
o r o t h e r p e rso n s w i t h  t h e  co n se n t  an d  
acq u i e sce n ce  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r.
E xc e p t  t o  t h e  e xt e n t  t h at  t h e  H o l d e r m ay  
b i n d  an d  o b l i g at e  M o rt g ag o rs  t o  w arran t  
t i t l e  t o  t h e  P ro p e rt y u n d e r t h e  t e rm s o f  
t h e  S e cu ri t y D e e d ,  co n ve ya n ce  o f  t h e  
P ro p e rt y  s h al l  b e  m ad e  w i t h o u t  an y  
re p re se n t at i o n s o r w arran t i e s w h at s o -
e ve r,  e xp re ss o r i m p l i e d .   A l l  sa l e s are  
“ as i s” ,  “ w h e re  i s’ .
T h e  e n t i re  p u rc h as e  p ri c e  i s  d u e  an d  
p ay ab l e  at  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  au c t i o n  
in the form of certified funds.  Insufficient 
f u n d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  ac c e p t e d .   A m o u n t s  
re ce i ve d  i n  e xce ss o f  t h e  w i n n i n g  b i d  
w i l l  b e  r e f u n d e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
p u rch ase r.   T h i s p ro p e rt y i s b e i n g  so l d  
w i t h  e xp re ss re se rva t i o n  t h at  t h e  sa l e  
is subject to confirmation by lender or 
S u b st i t u t e  T ru st e e .
P u rs u an t  t o  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2,  t h e  
n am e ,  ad d re ss an d  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r 
o f  t h e  p e rso n  o r e n t i t y w h o  sh al l  h ave  
f u l l  au t h o ri t y  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  o r 
m o d i f y al l  t e rm s o f  t h e  ab o ve -d e scr i b e d  
m o rt g ag e  i s as f o l l o w s:  
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C ,  
500 N .  S t at e  C o l l e g e  B l v d . ,  S u i t e s  
1030,  1300 &  1400 Oran g e ,  C A  9 286 8 
,  T e l e p h o n e  N o . : 800-56 1-456 7

T h e  f o r e g o i n g  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  
n o t h i n g  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2 
s h al l  b e  c o n s t ru e d  t o  re q u i re  C arri n g t o n  
M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  
am e n d ,  o r m o d i f y t h e  t e rm s o f  t h e  S e -
cu ri t y D e e d  d e scr i b e d  h e re i n .
P l e ase  b e  ad vi se d  t h at  t h e  t ru st e e  m ay 
re q u i re  e n t i t y  o r t ru s t  b i d d e rs  at  t h i s  
t ru s t e e ’ s  s al e  t o  p ro v i d e  i n f o rm at i o n ,  
documentation and/or certification of 
t h e  v e s t i n g  i n s t ru c t i o n s  an d  t h e  d at a 
re q u i re d  t o  b e  re p o rt e d  p u rsu an t  t o  Fi n -
C E N  re g u l at i o n s e f f e ct i ve  f o r t ran sf e rs 
o f  re si d e n t i al  re al  p ro p e rt y t o  co ve re d  
t ran sf e re e s o n  o r af t e r M arch  1,  2026 .  
T h e  re q u i re d  i n f o rm at i o n  m u st  b e  p ro -
v i d e d  t o  t h e  t ru s t e e  b e f o re  a d e e d  u n d e r 
p o w e r w i l l  b e  i ssu e d  f o r co ve re d  t ran s -
f e rs.  T h e  B u ye r m ay b e  re q u i re d  t o  p ay 
ch arg e s asso ci at e d  w i t h  t h e  g at h e ri n g  
an d  re p o rt i n g  o f  i n f o rm at i o n  t o  Fi n C E N .  
A d d i t i o n al  i n f o rm at i o n  re g ard i n g  t h e se  
re g u l at i o n s an d  t h e  re q u i re d  t ran sf e re e  
information and certifications can be 
f o u n d  at : 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f e d e ral re g i s t e r. g o v / d o c -
u m e n t s / 2024/ 08/ 29 / 2024-19 19 8/ an -
t i -m o n e y -l au n d e ri n g -re g u l at i o n s -f o r-re s -
i d e n t i al -re al -e s t at e -t ran s f e rs  an d  h t t p s :/ /
www.fincen.gov/rre-faqs#D_5
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rvi ce s,  L L C  as 
A t t o rn e y i n  Fact  f o r D i an e  E .  C o l e s
A t t o rn e y C o n t act :
T ro m b e rg ,  M i l l e r,  M o rri s  &  P art n e rs ,  
P L L C  
3000 L an g f o rd  R o ad ,  B u i l d i n g  100
P e ach t re e  C o rn e rs,  G A  30071
P h o n e : 404-79 3-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558
TS # 26-39538
T H I S  C OM M U N I C A T I ON  I S  FR OM  
A  D E B T  C OL L E C T OR  A T T E M P T I N G  
T O C OL L E C T  A  D E B T .   A N Y  I N FOR -
M A T I ON  OB T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  
FOR  T H A T  P U R P OS E .

A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  22,  29 ,  M ay 6 ,  13,  20,  
27 2026

L T 26-038
I N  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I n  re  t h e  N am e  C h an g e  o f : A n i t a Jo y ce  
M i l l e r,  P e t i t i o n e r
C i vi l  A ct i o n  C ase  N u m b e r 26 -V -151
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  C H A N G E  

N A M E  O F  A D U L T
A n i t a J o y c e  M i l l e r f i l e d  a p e t i t i o n  i n  
t h e  P e ac h  C o u n t y  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  o n  
A p ri l  2,  2026  t o  ch an g e  t h e  n am e  f ro m  
A n i t a J o y c e  M i l l e r t o  K h ad i j ah  A m i n a 
M u h am m ad .  A n y i n t e re st e d  p art y h as 
t h e  ri g h t  t o  ap p e ar i n  t h i s  c as e  an d  
file objections within 30 days after the 
Petition was filed.
A n i t a Jo yce  M i l l e r

P e t i t i o n  P ro  se
3132 C arve r D ri ve
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G A  31030

A p ri l  8,  15,  2026

L T 26-025
I N  T H E  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  O F  

P E A C H  C O U N T Y  
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A  

I n  re  t h e  N am e  C h an g e  o f  t h e  C h i l d ( re n )  
J a c k s o n  J o s h u a J o h n s o n ,  M i n o r 
ch i l d ( re n )
C i vi l  A ct i o n  Fi l e  N o .  26 C V 251-3 
N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N  T O  C H A N G E  

N A M E  
I, Rebekah Johnson, filed this petition 
t o  t h e  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  o f  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  
G e o rg i a o n  t h e  19  d ay o f  M arch  2026 ,  
t o  c h an g e  t h e  n am e ( s )  o f  t h e  m i n o r 
ch i l d ( re n )  as f o l l o w s:  
C u rre n t  N am e  o f  C h i l d : K h ao s  K e l l y  
Jo h n so n
P ro p o se d  N e w  N am e : Ja ckso n  Jo sh u a 
Jo h n so n
A n y  i n t e re s t e d  o r af f e c t e d  p art y  h as  
the right to appear in this case and file 
o b j e ct i o n s w i t h i n  t h i rt y d ays as se t  f o rt h  
i n  O. C . G . A .  §  19 -12-1( f ) ( 2)  an d  ( 3) .  
T h i s 19  d ay o f  M arch ,  2026 .  
R e b e ka h  Jo h n so n
P e t i t i o n e  p ro  se  
384 W h i sp e ri n g  C i rcl e  
B yr o n ,  G A  31008 
478-714-06 83

M arch  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  2026

L T 26-034
N O T I C E  O F  F O R E C L O S U R E  S A L E  
U N D E R  P O W E R  O F  S A L E   N O T I C E  
O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W E R  C O N -
T A I N E D  I N  S E C U R I T Y  D E E D  S T A T E  
O F  G E O R G I A ,  C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H  
P u rsu an t  t o  a p o w e r o f  sa l e  co n t ai n e d  
i n  a ce rt ai n  se cu ri t y d e e d  e xe cu t e d  b y 
K ay c e  C au t h e n ,  h e re i n af t e r re f e rre d  
t o  as  G ran t o r,  t o  T h e  U n i t e d  S t at e s  
o f  A m e ri c a ac t i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e   R u ral  
H o u si n g  S e rvi ce  o r su cce sso r ag e n cy ,  
U n i t e d  S t at e s  D e p art m e n t  o f  A g ri c u l t u re ,  
i t s su cce sso rs an d  assi g n s,  d at e d  Ju n e  
27,  2008,  an d  re co rd e d  o n  Ju l y 2,  2008 
i n  D e e d  B o o k 407,   b e g i n n i n g  at  p ag e  
6 6 2,  o f  t h e  d e e d  re co rd s o f  t h e  C l e rk 
o f  t h e  S u p e ri o r C o u rt  o f  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  
G e o r g i a,  an d  b y  v i r t u e  o f  a d e f au l t  
u n d e r t h e  t e rm s o f  sa i d  se cu ri t y d e e d ,  
an d  t h e   re l at e d  n o t e ,  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d  
at t o rn e y -i n -f ac t  f o r t h e  af o re s ai d  G ran t o r 
( w h i c h  at t o rn e y -i n -f ac t  i s  t h e  p re s e n t  
h o l d e r o f  sa i d  se cu ri t y d e e d  an d  n o t e  
se cu re d  t h e re b y)  w i l l  se l l  at  p u b l i c  o u t -
cr y b e f o re  t h e  d o o r o f  t h e  co u rt h o u se  
i n  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  o r at  su ch  
p l ace  as h as o r m ay b e  l aw f u l l y d e si g -
n at e d  as an  al t e rn at i ve  l o ca t i o n ,  w i t h i n  
t h e  l e g al  h o u rs o f  sa l e ,  f o r  ca sh ,  t o  t h e  
highest bidder on the first Tuesday in 
M ay ,  2026 ,  al l  p ro p e rt y  d e s c ri b e d  i n  s ai d  
se cu ri t y d e e d  i n cl u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  
t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y:  A l l  
t h at  t ract  o r p arce l  o f  l an d  si t u at e ,  l yi n g  
an d  b e i n g  i n  L an d  L o t s 174 an d  175 o f  
t h e  N i n t h  ( 9 t h )  L an d  D i st ri ct  o f  P e ach  
C o u n t y ,  G e o r g i a,  b e i n g  k n o w n  an d  
d e si g n at e d  as L o t  39 ,  o f  a  S u b d i vi si o n  
kn o w n  as H E R I T A G E  P OI N T E ,  P h ase  
1,  acco rd i n g  t o  a p l at  o f  su rve y a co p y 
o f  w h i ch  i s o f  re co rd  i n  P l at  B o o k 26 ,  
Pages 22-23, Clerk`s Office, Peach Su-
p e ri o r C o u rt .  S ai d   p l at  an d  t h e  re c o rd e d  
co p y t h e re o f  are  i n co rp o rat e d  h e re i n  b y 
re f e re n c e  t h e re t o  f o r al l  p u rp o s e s .   S ai d  
p ro p e rt y  m ay  m o re  c o m m o n l y  b e  k n o w n  
as 101 J a i m e  C o u r t ,  F o r t  V a l l e y ,  G A  
31030 S ai d  p ro p e rt y w i l l  b e  so l d  o n  an  
“ as -i s ”  b as i s  w i t h o u t  an y  re p re s e n t at i o n ,  
w arran t y  o r re c o u rs e  ag ai n s t  t h e  ab o v e -
n am e d  o r t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d .  T h e  s al e  w i l l  
b e  su b j e ct  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g   i t e m s w h i ch  
m ay af f e ct  t h e  t i t l e : an y o u t st an d i n g  ad  
v al o re m  t axe s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t axe s  w h i c h  
are  a l i e n  b u t  n o t  ye t  d u e  an d  p aya b l e ) ;  
an y m at t e rs w h i ch  m i g h t  b e  d i scl o se d  
b y an  accu rat e  su rve y an d  i n sp e ct i o n  
o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y ;  an y  as s e s s m e n t s ,  l i e n s ,  
e n cu m b ran ce s,  zo n i n g  o rd i n an ce s,  re -
s t ri c t i o n s ,  an d  al l  o t h e r m at t e rs  o f  re c o rd  
su p e ri o r t o  t h e  sa i d  S e cu ri t y D e e d .  T h e   
s al e  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  s u b j e c t  ( 1)  t o  
confirmation that the sale is not prohib-
i t e d  u n d e r t h e  U . S .  B an k ru p t c y  C o d e  
and (2) to final confirmation and audit 
o f  t h e  st at u s o f  t h e  l o an  w i t h   t h e  h o l d e r 
o f  t h e  S e c u ri t y  D e e d . & e m s p ; D aw s o n  
M an ag e m e n t  i s t h e  e n t i t y w i t h  f u l l  au -
t h o ri t y t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d  an d  m o d i f y  
t h e  t e rm s  o f  t h e  N o t e  an d  S e c u ri t y  D e e d ,  
an d  i t  m ay  b e  c o n t ac t e d  at : A d d re s s : 
3775 V e n t u re  D ri ve ,  D u l u t h ,  G A  3009 6  
P h o n e : 770-9 6 2-49 81 T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  
u n d e rs i g n e d ’ s  k n o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f ,  t h e  
p art y i n  p o sse ssi o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y i s 
b e l i e ve d  t o  b e  K ayce  C au t h e n ,  o r t e n -
an t ( s) .  U n i t e d  S t at e s o f  A m e ri ca ,  act i n g  
t h ro u g h  t h e  R u ral  H o u si n g  S e rvi ce ,  i t s 
su cce sso rs an d  assi g n s,  U n i t e d  S t at e s 
D e p art m e n t  o f  A g ri c u l t u re ,  as  T ran s -
f e re e ,  A ssi g n e e ,  an d  S e cu re d  C re d i t o r 
A s  at t o rn e y -i n -f ac t  f o r t h e  af o re s ai d  
G ran t o r P l e as e  n o t e  t h at  i f  an y  b o rro w e r 
o r o b l i g o r h as re ce i ve d  a d i sch arg e  i n  
a bankruptcy case filed under Title 11 
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t at e s C o d e ,  n o  p e rso n al  
l i ab i l i t y w i l l  ari se  f ro m  t h i s  f o re cl o su re  
act i o n  ag ai n st  t h at  i n d i vi d u al .  T h i s f o re -
cl o su re  act i o n  i s b e i n g  p u rsu e d  so l e l y 
ag ai n st  t h e  re al  p ro p e rt y t o  e n f o rce  t h e  
l i e n  cr e at e d  b y t h e  S e cu ri t y I n st ru m e n t .  
R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  M ari n o s c i  L aw  G ro u p ,  
P . C .  16 415 A d d i s o n  R o ad ,  S u i t e  725 
A d d i s o n ,  T X  75001 ( 401)  234-9 200 
( 401)  39 8-259 4 T H I S  L A W  FI R M  M A Y  
B E  H E L D  T O B E  A C T I N G  A S  A  D E B T  
C OL L E C T OR ,  U N D E R  FE D E R A L  L A W .  
I F S O,  A N Y  I N FOR M A T I ON  OB T A I N E D  
W I L L  B E  U S E D  FOR  T H A T  P U R P OS E   
A -4870726  

A p ri l  8,  15,  22,  29 ,  2026

L T 26-030
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  C R E D -

I T O R S
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H  
A l l  c re d i t o r s  o f  t h e  e s t at e  o f  H U G H  
G L E N  D Y K E S ,  JR . ,  d e ce ase d ,  l at e  o f  
P e ac h  C o u n t y ,  G e o r g i a,  are  h e re b y  
notified to render their demands to the 
u n d e rsi g n e d  ac co rd i n g  t o  l aw ,  an d  al l  
p e rs o n s  i n d e b t e d  t o  s ai d  E s t at e  are  
re q u i re d  t o  m ak e  i m m e d i at e  p ay m e n t  
t o  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d .

Je n n i f e r D o l l ar,  A d m i n i st rat o r o f  t h e  
E st at e  o f  H U G H  G L E N  D Y K E S ,  JR .

107 Oak M e ad o w  T e rrace
W arn e r R o b i n s,  G A  31088

K e l l ye  M o o re
W A L K E R ,  H U L B E R T ,  G R A Y  &  M OOR E ,  
L L P
P O B o x 1770
P e rry ,  G A   3106 9
478-9 87-1415

A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  22,  2026

L T 26-029
I N  T H E  J U V E N I L E  C O U R T  O F  
P E A C H  C O U N T Y ,  G E O R G I A

I N  T H E  I N T E R E S T  O F :  J U V E N I L E  
F I L E  # 7471-J
C .  T . ,  S E X  M A L E ,  A G E  < 1 ,  D O B  
10/ 24/ 2025,  C A S E  # 111-2026J -001
C H I L D  U N D E R  18 Y E A R S  O F  A G E  

T O  W H O M  I T  M A Y  C O N C E R N ,  
C A T H E R I N E  J O H N S O N ;  J E R M E L  
T A N N A H I L L ;  A N Y  U N K N O W N  P U T A -
T I V E  F A T H E R (S ),  A N D  A N Y O N E  E L S E  
C L A I M I N G  A  P A R E N T A L  I N T E R E S T  
I N  T H E  A B O V E  C H I L D .
You are notified that a Dependency Pe-
t i t i o n  w i t h  C u s t o d y  P l ac e d  w i t h  M at e rn al  
Grandparents was filed against you in 
sa i d  co u rt  o n  Fe b ru ary 10,  2026 ,  an d  
a n e w  Ord e r f o r S e rvi ce  b y P u b l i ca t i o n  
w as e n t e re d  o n  M arch  24,  2026 .
Y O U  A R E  C O M M A N D E D  A N D  R E -
Q U I R E D  T O  B E  A N D  A P P E A R  b e f o re  
P e ach  C o u n t y J u ve n i l e  C o u rt ,  h e l d  at  
P e ach  C o u n t y C o u rt h o u se ,  Ft .  V al l e y ,  
G e o rg i a o n  6 / 9 / 26  f o r a h e ari n g  f o l l o w -
i n g  p u b l i c at i o n .  S e rv e   an  an s w e r o n  
P e t i t i o n e r ’ s A t t o rn e y ,  Ja m e s E .  P at t e r-
so n ,  P .  O.  B o x 1006 ,  Fo rsyt h ,  G e o rg i a 
31029 .   Y o u  m ay o b t ai n  a co p y o f  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  b y  c o n t ac t i n g  P e ac h  C o u n t y  
Ju ve n i l e  C o u rt  C l e rk.

W I T N E S S  t h e  H o n o rab l e  Ju d g e s o f  
t h i s co u rt ,  t h i s 25t h  d ay o f  M arch ,  2026 .
K e l l y M u rray     
C L E R K ,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y  P E A C H  
C OU R T

A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  22,  2026

L T 26-007
N O T I C E  O F  S A L E  U N D E R  P O W E R
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
P E A C H  C O U N T Y
W H E R E A S ,  D e m o n  L .  L au ri e ,  as b o r-
ro w e r( s ) ,  e xe c u t e d  a S E C U R I T Y  D E E D  
t o  M o r t g ag e  E l e c t r o n i c  R e g i s t rat i o n  
S yst e m s,  I n c. ,  as g ran t e e ,  as n o m i n e e  
f o r C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rvi ce s,  L L C ,  
L e n d e r w h i c h  w as  d at e d  10/ 24/ 2020,  
an d  re c o rd e d  o n   1/ 19 / 2021,  i n  B o o k  
6 39 ,  P ag e  310,  se cu ri n g  t h e  p aym e n t  
o f  a N o t e  i n  t h e  am o u n t  o f  $ 148, 000. 00 
i n  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a R e g i st e r o f  
D e e d s.
N OW ,  T H E R E FOR E ,  n o t i ce  i s h e re b y 
g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  i n d e b t e d n e s s  
h as  b e e n  d e c l are d  d u e  an d  p ay ab l e  
as  p ro v i d e d  i n  s ai d  S e c u ri t y  D e e d  b y  
t h e  H o l d e r,  an d  b y vi rt u e  o f  t h e  p o w e r 
o f  s al e  an d  au t h o ri t y  v e s t e d  i n  i t ,  w i l l  
o n  5/ 5/ 2026  s e l l  at  p u b l i c  o u t c r y  t o  
t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r f o r ca sh  B e f o re  t h e  
C o u rt h o u se  d o o r o f  t h e  P e ach  C o u n t y  
C o u rt h o u s e ,  205 W .  C h u rc h  S t re e t ,  Fo rt  
V al l e y ,  G e o rg i a 31030 o f  P e ac h ,   t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d e scr i b e d  p ro p e rt y si t u at e d  i n  
P e ach  C o u n t y ,  G e o rg i a,  t o  w i t :
A L L  T H A T  T R A C T  OR  P A R C E L  OF 
L A N D  S I T U A T E ,  L Y I N G  A N D  B E I N G  
I N  L A N D  L OT  45 OF T H E  5T H  L A N D  
D I S T R I C T  OF P E A C H  C O U N T Y ,  
G E OR G I A ,  A N D  B E I N G  K N OW N  A N D  
D E S I G N A T E D  A S  L OT  30,  S E C T I ON  
N O.  2,  P H A S E  N O.  2,  C U M B E R L A N D  
S H OR E S  S U B D I V I S I ON  A N D  H A V I N G  
S U C H  S H A P E S ,  M E T E S ,  B OU N D S ,  
C OU R S E S  A N D  D I S T A N C E S  A S  A R E  
S H OW N  ON  A  P L A T  OF S U R V E Y  
P R E P A R E D  B Y  T E R R Y  M .  S C A R B OR -
OU G H ,  D A T E D  J U N E  8,  2006  A N D  R E -
C OR D E D  I N  P L A T  B OOK  25,  P A G E S  
16 2- 16 3 A N D  P L A T  B OOK  25,  P A G E  
189 ,  C L E R K ’ S  OFFI C E ,  P E A C H  S U P E -
R I OR  C OU R T .  S A I D  P L A T  OF S U R V E Y  
A N D  T H E  R E C OR D E D  C OP Y  T H E R E -
OF A R E  H E R E B Y  M A D E  A  P A R T  OF 
T H I S  D E S C R I P T I ON  B Y  R E FE R E N C E  
T H E R E T O FOR  A L L  P U R P OS E S ,  A S  
FU R T H E R  I D E N T I FI E D  B Y  T H A T  C E R -
T A I N  P L A T  OF S U R V E Y  P R E P A R E D  
D E M ON  L .  L A U R I E  A N D  FE L I C I A  M .  
C L A R K -R E I D  B Y  J OH N  W .  S T A N Z I L I S ,  
J R . ,  S U R V E Y OR ,  A N D  I N C OR P OR A T -
E D  B Y  R E FE R E N C E D  H E R E I N .
T ax P arce l  I D : 053B  159
B e i n g  re al  p ro p e rt y  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  as  
113 C H R I S T O P H E R  D R I V E  B Y R O N ,  
G A  31008
T h e  d e b t  re m ai n i n g  i n  d e f au l t ,  t h i s sa l e  
w i l l  b e  m ad e  f o r t h e  p u rp o se  o f  p ayi n g  
t h e  d e b t  an d  al l  e xp e n se s o f  t h i s sa l e  
i n c l u d i n g  at t o r n e y ’ s  f e e s  ( n o t i c e  o f  
i n t e n t  t o  co l l e ct  at t o rn e y’ s f e e s h avi n g  
b e e n  g i ve n ) .

S ai d  sa l e  w i l l  b e  m ad e  su b j e ct  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  w h i c h  m ay  af f e c t  t h e  
t i t l e  t o  sa i d  p ro p e rt y:  A l l  re st ri ct i ve  co v -
e n an t s ,  e as e m e n t s  an d  ri g h t s -o f -w ay  
ap p e ari n g  o f  re co rd ,  i f  an y;  al l  zo n i n g  
o rd i n an c e s ;  m at t e rs  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  
d i s c l o s e d  b y  an  ac c u rat e  s u rv e y  o r b y  an  
i n sp e ct i o n  o f  t h e  p ro p e rt y;  al l  o u t st an d -
i n g  o r u n p ai d  b i l l s an d  asse ssm e n t s f o r 
s t re e t  i m p ro v e m e n t s ,  c u rb i n g ,  g arb ag e ,  
w at e r,  se w ag e  an d  p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s w h i ch  
m ay b e  l i e n s u p o n  sa i d  p ro p e rt y;  an d  
an y  o u t s t an d i n g  t axe s ,  as s e s s m e n t s  
an d  o t h e r l i e n s su p e ri o r t o  t h e  se cu ri t y 
d e e d  b e i n g  f o re cl o se d  h e re b y .   T o  t h e  
b e st  kn o w l e d g e  an d  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  u n d e r-
s i g n e d ,  t h e  ab o v e -d e s c ri b e d  p ro p e rt y  i s  
i n  t h e  p o sse ssi o n  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r an d /
o r o t h e r p e rso n s w i t h  t h e  co n se n t  an d  
acq u i e sce n ce  o f  t h e  b o rro w e r.
E xc e p t  t o  t h e  e xt e n t  t h at  t h e  H o l d e r m ay  
b i n d  an d  o b l i g at e  M o rt g ag o rs  t o  w arran t  
t i t l e  t o  t h e  P ro p e rt y u n d e r t h e  t e rm s o f  
t h e  S e cu ri t y D e e d ,  co n ve ya n ce  o f  t h e  
P ro p e rt y  s h al l  b e  m ad e  w i t h o u t  an y  
re p re se n t at i o n s o r w arran t i e s w h at so -
e ve r,  e xp re ss o r i m p l i e d .   A l l  sa l e s are  
“ as i s” ,  “ w h e re  i s’ .
T h e  e n t i re  p u rc h as e  p ri c e  i s  d u e  an d  
p ay ab l e  at  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  au c t i o n  
in the form of certified funds.  Insufficient 
f u n d s  w i l l  n o t  b e  ac c e p t e d .   A m o u n t s  
re ce i ve d  i n  e xce ss o f  t h e  w i n n i n g  b i d  
w i l l  b e  r e f u n d e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
p u rch ase r.   T h i s p ro p e rt y i s b e i n g  so l d  
w i t h  e xp re ss re se rva t i o n  t h at  t h e  sa l e  
is subject to confirmation by lender or 
S u b st i t u t e  T ru st e e .
P u rs u an t  t o  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2,  t h e  
n am e ,  ad d re ss an d  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r 
o f  t h e  p e rso n  o r e n t i t y w h o  sh al l  h ave  
f u l l  au t h o ri t y  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  am e n d ,  o r 
m o d i f y al l  t e rm s o f  t h e  ab o ve -d e scr i b e d  
m o rt g ag e  i s as f o l l o w s:  
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C ,  
500 N .  S t at e  C o l l e g e  B l vd . ,  S u i t e  1300 
Oran g e ,  C A  9 286 8 ,  T e l e p h o n e  N o . : 
800-56 1-456 7

T h e  f o r e g o i n g  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  
n o t h i n g  i n  O. C . G . A .  §  44-14-16 2. 2 
s h al l  b e  c o n s t ru e d  t o  re q u i re  C arri n g t o n  
M o rt g ag e  S e rv i c e s ,  L L C  t o  n e g o t i at e ,  
am e n d ,  o r m o d i f y t h e  t e rm s o f  t h e  S e -
cu ri t y D e e d  d e scr i b e d  h e re i n .
C arri n g t o n  M o rt g ag e  S e rvi ce s,  L L C  as 
A t t o rn e y i n  Fact  f o r D e m o n  L .  L au ri e
A t t o rn e y C o n t act :
T ro m b e rg ,  M i l l e r,  M o rri s  &  P art n e rs ,  
P L L C  
3000 L an g f o rd  R o ad ,  B u i l d i n g  100
P e ach t re e  C o rn e rs,  G A  30071
P h o n e : 404-79 3-1447
Fax: 404-738-1558
TS # 26-39044
T H I S  C OM M U N I C A T I ON  I S  FR OM  
A  D E B T  C OL L E C T OR  A T T E M P T I N G  
T O C OL L E C T  A  D E B T .   A N Y  I N FOR -
M A T I ON  OB T A I N E D  W I L L  B E  U S E D  
FOR  T H A T  P U R P OS E .

M arch  11,  18,  25,  A p ri l  1,  8,  15,  22,  
29 ,  2026

L T 26-040
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  C R E D -

I T O R S
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
I N  R E : L Y N W OOD  “ JA C K ”  D OL E S  
A l l  cr e d i t o rs o f  t h e  E st at e  o f  L yn w o o d  
“ Ja ck”  D o l e s,  d e ce ase d ,  l at e  o f  P e ach  
County, are hereby notified to render 
t h e i r d e m an d s t o  t h e  u n d e rsi g n e d  ac -
c o rd i n g  t o  l aw ,  an d  al l  p e rs o n s  i n d e b t e d  
t o  s ai d  e s t at e  are  re q u i re d  t o  m ak e  
i m m e d i at e  p ay m e n t  t o  t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d .
A p ri l  6 ,  2026
B o n n i e  S l at o n  D o l e s 
E xe cu t o r o f  t h e  W i l l  o f  
L yn w o o d  “ Ja ck”  D o l e s
1370 D o l e s R o ad
Fo rt  V al l e y ,  G A  31020
R o b e rt  R .  L aw so n   
D an i e l ,  L aw so n ,  T u g g l e  &  Je rl e s,  L L P
Post Office Box 89
P e rry ,  G e o rg i a 3106 9

A p ri l  15,  22,  29 ,  M ay 6 ,  2026

L T 26-033
I N  T H E  P R O B A T E  C O U R T  O F

P E A C H  C O U N T Y
S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A

I N  R E : E S T A T E  OF K A J ’ ON J  E L I Z A -
B E T H  W I L L I A M S ,  M I N OR
E S T A T E  N O.  2026 -M G D N -724

N O T I C E
T O: A N Y  A N D  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  
P A R T I E S
Y o u  are  h e re b y  n o t i f i e d  t h at  K E I A H  
Z A R A I  W I L L I A M S  A N D  K Y M B E R L I   
ZYANNA-JERMAE WILLIAMS has filed 
a P e t i t i o n  se e ki n g  t o  b e  ap p o i n t e d  t e m -
p o rary g u ard i an ( s)  o f  t h e  ab o ve -n am e d  
M i n o r.  A l l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  P e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  
ap p o i n t m e n t  o f  a t e m p o rary  g u ard i an  
o r t h e  ap p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  P e t i t i o n e r( s)  
as  t e m p o rary  g u ard i an ( s ) ,  m u s t  b e  
i n  w ri t i n g ,  se l l i n g  f o rt h  t h e  g ro u n d s o f  
any such objections, and be filed with 
t h i s  C o u rt  n o  l at e r t h an  f o u rt e e n  ( 14)  
d ays af t e r t h i s n o t i ce  i s m ai l e d ,  o r t e n  (  
I  0)  d ays af t e r t h i s n o t i ce  i s p e rso n al l y 
se rve d  u p o n  yo u ,  o r t e n  ( I  0)  d ays af t e r 
t h e  s e c o n d  p u b l i c at i o n  o f  t h i s  n o t i c e  
i f  y o u  are  s e rv e d  b y  p u b l i c at i o n .   A l l  
o b j e ct i o n s sh o u l d  b e  sw o rn  t o  b e f o re  a  
n o t ary p u b l i c o r G e o rg i a p ro b at e  co u rt  
clerk and filing fees must be tendered 
w i t h  yo u r o b j e ct i o n s ,  u n l e ss yo u  q u al i f y 
t o  f i l e  as  an  i n d i g e n t  p art y .  C o n t ac t  
P ro b at e  C o u rt  p e rs o n n e l  f o r t h e  re q u i re d  
amount of filing fees.

N OT E : I f  a n at u ral  g u ard i an  f i l e s  a 
t i m e l y o b j e ct i o n  t o  t h e  cr e at i o n  o f  t h e  
t e m p o rary  g u ard i an s h i p ,  t h e  P e t i t i o n  
w i l l  b e  d i sm i sse d .  I f  a n at u ral  g u ard i an  
files an objection to the appointment of 
t h e  P e t i t i o n e r( s)  as g u ard i an ( s) ,  o r i f  a 
parent who is not a natural guardian files 
an  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  P e t i t i o n ,  a b e ari n g  o n  
t h e  m at t e r sh al l  b e  sch e d u l e d  at  a l at e r 
date. If no objection is filed, the Petition 
m ay b e  g ran t e d  w i t h o u t  a h e ari n g .
K I M  W I L S ON
Ju d g e  o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt
B y:  K A T R I N A  C OR B I N
C l e rk o f  t h e  P ro b at e  C o u rt
205 W E S T  C H U R C H  S T
FOR T  V A L L E Y  G A  31030
478-825-2313

A p ri l  8,  15,  22,  29 ,  2026

L T 26-042
N O T I C E  T O  D E B T O R S  A N D  C R E D -
I T O R S
A l l  c re d i t o rs  o f  t h e  e s t at e  o f   Fe l i c i a 
Y o l an d a B u rd e n  l at e  o f  P e ach  C o u n t y ,  
deceased, are hereby notified to render 
i n  t h e i r d e m an d s  t o  t h e  u n d e rs i g n e d  
ac c o rd i n g  t o  l aw ,  an d  al l  p e rs o n s  i n d e b t -
e d  t o  sa i d  e st at e  are  re q u i re d  t o  m ake  
i m m e d i at e  p aym e n t .
T h i s 7t h  d ay o f  A p ri l ,  2026
N am e : Ol i vi a S m i t h
T i t l e : A t t o rn e y
A d d re s s : 8424 A d ai r S t re e t ,  D o u g l as -
vi l l e ,  G A  30134

A p ri l  15,  22,  29 ,  M ay 6 ,  2026

L T 26-043
H O U S T O N  M I N I  S T O R A G E  L L C

2514 G U N N  R O A D
B Y R O N ,  G A  31008\

478-956-2267
N O T I C E  O F  S A L E

N OT I C E  I S  H E R E B Y  G I V E N  T H A T  
T H E  U N D E R S I G N E D  I N T E N D S  T O 
S E L L  T H E  P E R S ON A L  P R OP E R T Y  
D E S C R I B E D  B E L OW  T O E N FOR C E  
A  L I E N  ON  S A I D  P R OP E R T Y  P U R S U -
A N T  T O T H E  G E OR G I A  S E L F S T OR -
A G E  FA C I L I T Y  A C T ,  G E OR G I A  C OD E  
S E C T I ON S  10-4-210 T O 10-4-215.
T H E  U N D E R S I G N E D  W I L L  S E L L  
P R OP E R T Y  A T  S T OR A G E A U C T I ON S .
C OM  B Y  C OM P E T I T I T V E  B I D D I N G  
ON  A P R I L  28,  2026  A T  10:00 A M .  B Y  
H OU S T ON  M I N I  S T OR A G E  L L C ,  2514 
G U N N  R OA D ,  B Y R ON  G A  31008 ( 478) -
9 56 -226 7,  P E A C H  C OU N T Y ,  S T A T E  OF 
G E OR G I A ,  T H E  FOL L OW I N G :

Renter’s Name, Address, Unit #

R o n n i e  Ja ckso n
117 D ave n t ry L an e
W arn e r R o b i n s,  G A  31088
U n i t  F34
E xe rc i s e  e q u i p m e n t ,  l ap t o p ,  w ag o n ,  
b ab y i t e m s

A n t i w an  T i n sl e y 
126  C h ri st o p h e r D ri ve
B yr o n ,  G A  31008
U n i t  C 06
D re sse r,  w ash e r,  d rye r,  l ad d e r

A p ri l  15,  22,  2026

L T 26-041
A P P L I C A T I O N  T O  R E G I S T E R  A  
B U S I N E S S  T O  B E  C O N D U C T E D  

U N D E R  T R A D E  N A M E ,  P A R T N E R -
S H I P  O R  O T H E R S

S T A T E  O F  G E O R G I A
C O U N T Y  O F  P E A C H
T h e  u n d e rs i g n e d  d o e s  h e re b y  c e rt i f y  
t h at  S h an a D o rse y i s co n d u ct i n g  b u si -
n e s s  as  V e rd an t  R o o t s  S al o n  i n  t h e  
C i t y o f  B yr o n ,  C o u n t y o f  P e ach  i n  t h e  
S t at e  o f  G e o rg i a,  u n d e r t h e  n am e  o f  
S h an at u ral s L L C  an d  t h at  t h e  n at u re  o f  
t h e  b u si n e ss i s h ai r sa l o n  an d  t h at  t h e  
n am e s an d  ad d re s s e s o f  t h e  p e rso n s,  
firms or partnership owning and carrying 
o n  s ai d  t rad e  o r b u s i n e s s  are  S h an a 
D o rs e y  212 S r-49  S T E  1500 B y ro n ,  
G A  31008.
/ s/  S h an a D o rse y

A p ri l  15,  22,  2026

E N D  L E G A L S
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LOT OF BILLS CONTINUED FROM 6A

Senate Bill 513 would have 
suspended the driver’s licens-
es of chronically absent high 
school students had it passed.

Elections
House Bill 369 would require 

Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton 
and Gwinnett counties to hold 
nonpartisan elections for county 
commissioner, district attorney, 
and other county o�ces. Demo-
crats blasted it as a GOP attempt 
to cling to power in areas with 
a waning Republican elector-
ate. Sen. John Albers, R-Ros-
well, countered that “the reason 
we’re doing this is because of 
that strong consolidated govern-
ment, in order to make it safer.”

Republicans were able to 
agree on that bill, but could not 
converge on a solution to their 
self-imposed deadline to stop 
using QR codes to tally election 
results at polling places. �ose 
will become illegal July 1, raising 
doubts among election o�cials 
about the conduct of the mid-
term elections Nov. 3.

Health
Pharmacists would be autho-

rized to dispense contraceptives 
to women without a doctor’s 
prescription under House Bill 
1138. Lawmakers also approved 
increasing the strength of THC 
dosages prescribed to patients, 
passing Senate Bill 220.

Housing
About one in four Georgians 

live in a condominium or home 
governed by an association that 
has the authority to levy fees 
and �nes and then foreclose 
when owners do not pay. Sen-
ate Bill 406 would curb that 
power. Lawmakers decided not 
to counteract another housing 
force: corporate owners of rental 
homes. Senate Bill 463 died in 
the House in the last days of the 
legislative session.

Insurance
House Bill 1344 would in-

crease �nes on wayward insur-
ance companies while cracking 
down on uninsured motorists 
and on  fraud. �ere were nu-
merous other provisions in the 
omnibus insurance measure 
that grew from a study commit-
tee last year and was a priority 

of House Speaker Jon Burns, 
R-Newington.

House Bill 506 would pro-
tect those with health insurance 
from outsized ambulance bills.

Policing
Senate Bill 443 would in-

crease the �ne for blocking a 
road during a protest to $5,000 
and expose protesters to law-
suits. Senate Bill 443 would help 
de-escalate police encounters 
with people in vehicles who have 
autism by providing training 
and creating identifying license 
plates.

Senate Bill 542 would make it 
illegal for clergy to have sexual 
contact with people taking their 
counsel, much like existing law 
that prohibits such contact when 
there is a power imbalance. �at 
law forbids sexual encounters 
between school employees and 
students, parole o�cers and 
their charges, hospital employ-
ees and patients, psychothera-
pists and their clients, police and 
those they arrest, and correc-
tional o�cers and inmates with 
a disability. 

House Bill 1409 would mod-
ernize the Georgia law that re-
quires people who interact with 
children to report suspected 
child abuse. It would require 
the Division of Family and 
Children Services to establish a 
secure website for reporting. It 
would also make claims of sexu-
al harassment or discrimination 
against a member of the General 
Assembly a public record if they 
were made a�er Jan. 1, 2019. 
Various Republican senators 
tried to attach what came to be 
known as the “Epstein amend-
ment” to a half dozen bills. �e 
update to the mandated reporter 
law became a vehicle for passage. 

House Bill 1187 would end 
secrets around sexual abuse 
lawsuits. Trey’s Law was named 
a�er an Atlanta-area resident 
who was sexually abused at a 
Missouri camp along with oth-
er victims. Trey Carlock settled 
a lawsuit against the camp, but 
a nondisclosure agreement pre-
vented him from talking about 
what happened to him. He died 
by suicide. �e measure would 

prohibit settlements that contain 
such agreements.

Taxes
House Bill 463 would gradual-

ly reduce the income tax rate to 
3.99% (from the current 5.19%). 
Senate Bill 33 would restrain in-
creases in the taxable valuations 
of owner-occupied homes. It 
would also allow let counties im-
plement a penny sales tax, with 
the proceeds used to subsidize 
homeowner property taxes.

Cities and counties can keep 
raising their tax rates as much 
as needed, but schools cannot 
and could have to start laying o� 
teachers in a few years if Kemp 
lets the measure become law, 
their advocates say.

Both bills passed the Gener-
al Assembly a�er midnight on 
April 3, hasty alternatives fash-
ioned by Republicans a�er they 
failed to pass their top tax pri-
orities. Senate Republicans had 
wanted to abolish income taxes. 
House Republicans had hoped 
to eliminate homeowner prop-
erty taxes.

Kemp had asked to reduce the 
income tax rate to 4.99%, but the 
Legislature did not pass House 
Bill 1001, introduced by an ally 
of the governor.

But workers in Georgia are 
guaranteed an income tax re-
bate: Kemp signed House Bill 
1000 into law last month when 
he also signed House Bill 1199 
suspending the excise tax on 
gasoline. HB 1000 will give in-
dividual �lers $250, heads of 
household $375 and married 
couples $500. �e 33 cent a gal-
lon gas tax will be in place un-
til Georgians go to the polls on 
May 19 to vote in the midterm 
primary election.  �e amend-
ed budget through June, which 
Kemp has signed, also included 
$850 million for homeowner 
property tax rebates.

Transportation
�at amended budget, House 

Bill 973, also included nearly $2 
billion to improve I-75 south of 
Atlanta and state Route 316 con-
necting Metro Atlanta to Ath-
ens.

By Mark Niesse
Staff Writer

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA —  �e Georgia 

House narrowly defeated a bill 
Tuesday that sought to pro-
tect Confederate monuments, 
a proposal that opponents said 
glori�ed the South’s defense of 
slavery in the Civil War.
�e legislation would have al-

lowed anyone to sue over the 
removal or damage of monu-
ments, and groups such as the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
would have been able to con-
tinue publicly displaying mon-
uments a�er local governments 
voted to relocate them.
Several Georgia cities have 

taken down Confederate mon-
uments in recent years, o�en 
in response to repeated vandal-
ism. �ose monuments are then 
moved or put in storage.
Rep. Tanya Miller, D-Atlanta, 

said legislators should be em-
barrassed for celebrating the 
history of slavery.
“We should all be saddened 

and ashamed of ourselves. We’re 
not talking about a war. We’re 
talking about centuries of mass 
murder,” Miller said. “We are 
still waging wars with the ghosts 
of the past and a war that was 

lost — lost for the purpose of 
treating men and women and 
babies as human beings.”
Rep. Alan Powell, R-Hartwell, 

said the bill was a way to re-
member soldiers who died in 
wars and are memorialized in 
stone.
“You can’t deny history. You 

need to know where your histo-
ry is, so you’d never repeat the 
mistakes,” Powell said. “�ere’s 
nothing I know of that’s a great-
er sin than the institution of 
slavery. If you don’t want the 
monuments, here’s a pathway to 
move them.”
Critics of Senate Bill 175 ob-

jected to giving any individual 
or group the right to sue over 
monuments, potentially leading 
to costly court �ghts and de-
lays while monuments remain 
on display. Local governments 
would have been liable for dam-
ages if they lost those lawsuits.
�e Georgia Court of Appeals 

ruled last year that Gwinnett 
County had sovereign immuni-
ty against a lawsuit by the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans over 
the removal of a monument in 
downtown Lawrenceville.
�e legislation also would have 

required local governments to 
give 90 days’ notice before they 

remove or relocate a monu-
ment. During that time, anyone 
could petition to take posses-
sion of the monument for public 
display.
Democrats universally op-

posed the bill, and it fell short 
because a handful of Republi-
cans voted no or skipped the 
vote. SB 175 failed 89-73, two 
votes fewer than a majority 
needed for it to pass in the 180-
seat House.
“�ese Confederate monu-

ments are not objects of histo-
ry. �ey are racist propaganda 
carved into stone,” said Rep. 
Gabriel Sanchez, D-Smyrna. 
“Working families of Georgia 
are not interested in statues of 
old racists and do not care about 
sanctifying national �ags of the 
Confederacy. �ey want a gov-
ernment that works for them 
now, in today’s day and age.”
A state law passed in 2019 

makes it di�cult for local gov-
ernments to relocate or remove 
monuments but allows “appro-
priate measures for the preser-
vation, protection, and interpre-
tation” of monuments.
Monuments can also be moved 

by judges when they become 
public nuisances or a threat to 
public safety.

Confederate monument preservation 
bill voted down by Georgia House

Georgia lawmakers approve access to 
contraceptives without a prescription

By Mark Niesse
Staff Writer

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA —  Birth control 

medications will be provided 
at pharmacies across Georgia 
without needing a prescription, 
according to a bill that won �nal 
approval from the General As-
sembly on �ursday.
Lawmakers said the bill makes 

contraceptives more available to 
women, especially in the 82 of 

Georgia’s 159 counties without 
an obstetrician.
“We talk a lot about preven-

tion and improving outcomes 
for women’s health, and this is 
a way to do this without a man-
date,” said Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick, 
R-Marietta.
�e legislation, House Bill 1138, 

authorizes licensed pharmacists 
to dispense a three-month sup-
ply of birth control medication 
the �rst time a patient obtains 
the drug, and up to a 12-month 

supply a�erward. Pharmacists 
aren’t required to dispense birth 
control if they choose not to.
Georgia bans abortions once a 

doctor can detect fetal cardiac 
activity, which typically occurs 
around six weeks a�er concep-
tion and before many women 
know they’re pregnant.
�e Senate voted 49-1 to pass 

HB 1138, and the House voted 
158-11. �e measure now ad-
vances to Gov. Brian Kemp for 
his approval or veto.
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Help hope bloom in Spring: Give blood with Red Cross
Come to give by April 12 for an exclusive tee; $15 e-gift card April 13-30

Contributed
MACON, Ga. (April 7, 2026) 

— In April, the American Red 
Cross asks people to keep pa-
tients top of mind by making 
an appointment to give blood. 
�e need for blood doesn’t take 
a spring break, and acting now 
can ensure blood is available in 
the coming weeks at medical 
centers. Regular donors of all 
blood types and those looking 
to give for the �rst time are en-
couraged to make days brighter 
this spring for those in need.

April is National Volunteer 
Month, and the Red Cross cel-
ebrates the kindness of blood 
donors and those who volun-
teer their time. �ere is no sub-
stitute for blood — volunteer 
donors are essential to patient 
care. Blood Program Leaders 
and Blood Donor Ambassadors 
are the heartbeat of our work 
at blood donation centers and 
community blood drives.

Join the celebration of saving 
lives! Book a time to give blood 
now by visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
or by using the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App. 

�ose who come to give 
by April 12 will get an exclu-
sive Red Cross x Life is Good® 
T-shirt, while supplies last. See 
RedCrossBlood.org/LifeIsGood 
for details. All who come to give 
April 13-30 will receive a $15 
e-gi� card to a choice of mer-
chant. See RedCrossBlood.org/
Hope for details.

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities April 7-30:

Baldwin
Milledgeville
4/7/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Maxwell Student Union Build-
ing, 111 N. Clarke St.

4/8/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Maxwell Student Union Build-
ing, 111 N. Clarke St.

4/11/2026: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
Maxwell Student Union Build-
ing, 111 N. Clarke St.

4/30/2026: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
110 N Je�erson St

_______________
Bibb
Macon
4/8/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

American Red Cross of Central 
Georgia, 6080 Lakeside Com-
mons Drive, Suite B

4/14/2026: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Mercer University School Of 
Medicine, 1550 College St

4/14/2026: 2:30 p.m. - 6:30 
p.m., Atrium Health Navicent, 
777 Hemlock St

4/15/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
American Red Cross of Central 
Georgia, 6080 Lakeside Com-
mons Drive, Suite B

4/15/2026: 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m., �e Shoppes at River 
Crossing, 5080 Riverside Drive

4/16/2026: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
Piedmont Northside Hospital, 
400 Charter Blvd

4/22/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
American Red Cross of Central 
Georgia, 6080 Lakeside Com-
mons Drive, Suite B

4/22/2026: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., 
Centenary Methodist Church, 
1290 College Street

4/23/2026: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., 
Ingleside Baptist Church - Fam-
ily Life Building, 834 Wimbish 
Road

4/28/2026: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m., 
Liberty Church Macon, 6511 
Houston Road

4/29/2026: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

American Red Cross of Central 
Georgia, 6080 Lakeside Com-
mons Drive, Suite B

_______________
Bleckley
Cochran
4/13/2026: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., 

Bleckley County Extension Of-
�ce, 165 E. Peacock Street

_______________
Houston
Kathleen
4/12/2026: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 

Saint Patrick Catholic Church, 
2410 GA Highway 127

Perry
4/21/2026: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m., 

Christ Lutheran Church Perry, 
208 Langston Road

4/30/2026: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., 
Cross Point Perry, 645 Perry 
Parkway

Warner Robins
4/13/2026: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
300 S. Davis Dr.

4/14/2026: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Central Georgia Technical Col-
lege - Health & Science Bldg, 71 
Cohen Walker Drive, Bldg W

4/21/2026: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
�e Phoenix at Lake Joy, 100 
Lake Crossing Drive

4/21/2026: 3 p.m. - 8 p.m., 
Reid Building, 431 Dunbar Rd

4/24/2026: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., 
Southside Baptist Church- 
Community Center, 1040 South 
Houston Lake Road

4/29/2026: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., 
Roy H. “Sonny” Watson Health 
Science Building, 71 Cohen 
Walker Dr

_______________
Jones
Gray
4/8/2026: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., 

Hart’s Mortuary, 307 Pecan 
Lane

_______________
Laurens
Dublin
4/14/2026: 12 p.m. - 6 p.m., 

First Baptist Church North 
Property Bldg, 405 Bellevue Ave

4/17/2026: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Carl Vinson VA Medical Center, 
1826 Veterans Boulevard

_______________
Monroe
Forsyth
4/9/2026: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m., For-

syth Methodist Church, Forsyth 
United Methodist Church, 68 
West Johnston Street

4/29/2026: 3:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m., Mary Persons High 
School, 300 Montpelier Ave

_______________
Peach
Byron
4/7/2026: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., By-

ron Heritage Church, 103 West 
Heritage St.

4/13/2026: 1 p.m. - 7 p.m., 
Harmony Community Church, 
3085 Housers Mill Rd

Fort Valley
4/23/2026: 1:30 p.m. - 6 p.m., 

Peach County High School, 
3665 Peach Parkway

4/28/2026: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Fort Valley State University, 
1005 State College Drive

_______________
Taylor
Butler
4/23/2026: 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 

p.m., Taylor County High 
School, 52 R L McDougal Dr

How to donate blood
Simply download the Amer-

ican Red Cross Blood Donor 
App, visit  RedCrossBlood.org, 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enable the Blood 

Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo 
device to make an appoint-
ment or for more information. 
All blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply for pa-
tients. A blood donor card or 
driver’s license or two other 
forms of identi�cation are re-
quired at check-in. Individu-
als who are 17 years of age  in 
most states  (16 with parental 
consent  where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good health 
may be eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and oth-
er donors 18 years of age and 

younger also have to meet cer-
tain height and weight require-
ments.

Blood and platelet donors can 
save time at their next donation 
by using RapidPass® to complete 
their pre-donation reading and 
health history questionnaire 
online, on the day of their dona-
tion, before arriving at the blood 
drive. To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCrossBlood.
org/RapidPass or use the Blood 
Donor App.
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Trojans Stay Red-Hot, Sweep Week in Dominant Fashion
By Chris McKenzie

Sports Reporter
�e Peach County Trojans baseball team deliv-

ered a statement week on the diamond, going a 
perfect 3-0 while overwhelming opponents in all 
phases of the game. With the regular season wind-
ing down, the Trojans appear to be hitting their 
stride at just the right time.

Peach County opened the week at home with a 

commanding 15-0 shutout over Dougherty Tro-
jans. �e Trojans’ o�ense came alive early and 
never let up, while their pitching sta� silenced 
Dougherty’s bats in a complete team performance.

�e momentum carried into Senior Night, 
where Peach County honored Xavion Childs in a 
memorable evening at home. �e Trojans reward-
ed their senior with another dominant showing, 
rolling past Shaw Raiders 14-2. �e o�ense once 

again proved explosive, while the defense re-
mained sharp behind strong pitching.

Peach County capped o� the week on the road 
with an emphatic 19-0 victory over Dougherty, 
completing the sweep in decisive fashion. Across 
the three games, the Trojans outscored their op-
ponents 48-2, showcasing both o�ensive �re-
power and defensive discipline.

With only three games remaining in the reg-

ular season, Peach County is focused on �nish-
ing strong and carrying this momentum into the 
postseason. �e Trojans now turn their attention 
to the upcoming GHSA Class AAA Playo�s, 
where they aim to make a deep run.

If this past week is any indication, the Trojans 
will be a formidable contender.

Lady Trojans Stay Perfect, Improve 
to 16-0 with Win Over Bainbridge

By Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

FORT VALLEY — �e Peach 
County Lady Trojans soccer 
team continues to prove it is a 
force to be reckoned with this 
season, remaining undefeated 
a�er a hard-fought 2-1 victory 
over Bainbridge.

In a matchup that tested their 
composure and resilience, the 
Lady Trojans rose to the occa-
sion, �nding a way to secure yet 
another win and keep their �aw-
less record intact. Bainbridge 
provided one of the tougher 
challenges of the season, but 

Peach County’s disciplined de-
fense and timely scoring once 
again made the di�erence.

With the victory, the Lady 
Trojans improve to an impres-
sive 16-0 on the year, a tes-
tament to their consistency, 
teamwork, and determination. 
�roughout the season, Peach 
County has shown the ability to 
dominate opponents while also 
grinding out close contests like 
this one—an important trait as 
the postseason approaches.

�e team’s balanced play on 
both ends of the �eld has been 
key to their success. Defensively, 
the Lady Trojans have continued 

to limit scoring opportunities, 
while the o�ense has delivered 
when it matters most.

Now, with just two games re-
maining in the regular season, 
Peach County is focused on 
�nishing strong and carrying 
momentum into the playo�s. As 
they continue their perfect run, 
the Lady Trojans are not only 
protecting their unbeaten re-
cord—they’re building a strong 
case as a serious contender for a 
deep postseason run.

If their performance so far is 
any indication, the Lady Trojans 
are far from �nished.

Trojans Reel In Experience at 
GHSA Qualifier on Lake Hartwell

By Chris McKenzie
Sports Reporter

�e Peach County High 
School Trojans bass �shing team 
hit the water for GHSA Quali�-
er #4 this past weekend, com-
peting against top anglers from 
across the state at Lake Hartwell.

Facing strong competition 
and challenging conditions, the 
Trojans duo of Blake Austin and 
Landon Austin turned in a solid 
performance. �e pair record-
ed a total weight of 4 pounds, 
6 ounces, successfully weigh-
ing in a full limit of three �sh 

(3/3). �eir e�ort earned them a 
126th-place �nish in a crowded 
�eld of high school anglers.

Close behind, teammates 
Landon Latour and Madison 
Dougharty also showcased de-
termination on the water. �e 
duo brought in four �sh (4/4) 
totaling 4 pounds, 2 ounces, �n-
ishing 127th overall. �eir abil-
ity to �ll the livewell highlight-
ed consistency and teamwork 
throughout the event.

While the standings may not 
re�ect a podium �nish, the Tro-
jans gained valuable experience 

competing at a high level against 
some of Georgia’s best young an-
glers. Events like these are cru-
cial stepping stones as the team 
continues to develop its skills in 
competitive bass �shing.

With each tournament, Peach 
County’s anglers continue to 
grow more con�dent and re-
�ned, setting their sights on 
stronger �nishes in upcoming 
competitions. �e Trojans re-
main committed to improving 
and making their mark on the 
Georgia High School Associa-
tion �shing circuit.

Wildcats Power Past Edward Waters in Four-Set Victory
By Chris McKenzie

Sports Reporter
�e Fort Valley State University 

men’s volleyball team delivered a strong 
performance on their home court, de-
feating Edward Waters University in a 
competitive four-set match. �e Wild-
cats secured the win with set scores of 
25-19, 26-28, 24-18, and 25-23.

Fort Valley State came out with in-

tensity in the opening set, setting the 
tone early with e�cient attacking and 
solid defense to claim a 25-19 victo-
ry. Edward Waters responded in the 
second set with resilience, edging out 
the Wildcats in a tightly contested 28-
26 battle to even the match at one set 
apiece.

�e Wildcats regrouped in the third 
set, showcasing their o�ensive �re-
power and limiting errors. With a 

.500 hitting percentage in the frame, 
Fort Valley State controlled the pace 
and cruised to a 24-18 win. Carrying 
that momentum into the fourth set, 
the Wildcats held o� a late push from 
Edward Waters to close out the match 
25-23.

Overall, Fort Valley State displayed a 
balanced and e�cient attack, �nishing 
with 40 kills on 87 attempts for an im-
pressive .322 hitting percentage. �eir 

consistency and ability to minimize 
mistakes proved to be the di�erence, 
as they committed just 12 errors com-
pared to Edward Waters’ 19.

Edward Waters was led by a solid 
o�ensive e�ort totaling 37 kills, but 
struggled with consistency at key mo-
ments. Despite a strong showing in the 
second set, the Tigers were unable to 
maintain momentum against a disci-
plined Wildcats squad.

With the victory, Fort Valley State 
continues to build con�dence as the 
season progresses, using strong team 
chemistry and e�cient play to defend 
their home court. �e Wildcats will 
look to carry this momentum into their 
upcoming matches as they push toward 
the latter part of the season.

AMBULANCE RIDES
CONTINUED FROM 5A

ambulance ride, he said, so regulation is needed.
�e underlying bill started out last year as a tobacco cessation 

measure. It passed the House in that form a year ago, then the Sen-
ate retro�tted it as a vehicle for the ambulance billing language.

�e Senate passed the new measure unanimously Tuesday, and 
the House agreed to the changes �ursday, a�er passing a similar 
measure, House Bill 961, early last month. 

“If I have a heart attack, I’m not going to negotiate,” said Rep. 
Alan Powell, R-Hartwell, the chief sponsor of HB 961, before it 
passed with just one vote in opposition. “Get me to the hospital 
quick!”

A�er HB 961 sped through the House, it stalled in the Senate.
HB 506 moved more slowly but made it to the �nish �rst. It will 

go into e�ect Jan. 1 if Kemp allows it to become law.
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Peach County High Baseball vs. Shaw

Photos by Tourris Leary, 
Sports Photographer

(photo top left) 
Senior #2 Xavion Childs 

successfully crossed 
home plate. 

(photo top right) 
Junior #5 Wyatt Blanton 

stepped up to the plate 
to bat. 

(photo lower left) 
Junior #31 Avery Horne 

took the mound and 
delivered a strikeout 
against his opponent




