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Warner Robins Mayor LaRhonda Patrick and City Council appear at the State of the City address on Wednesday,
March 11. (Left-right:) Clifford Holmes, Kevin Lashley, Keith Lauritsen, Patrick, Derek Mack, Charlie Bibb, Larry Curtis.

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS
— The past, present and
future were in focus for the
city of Warner Robins, as
the mayor delivered her
State of the City address
Wednesday morning at the
Museum of Aviation.

Addressing city employ-
ees, community partners,
and the public, Mayor
LaRhonda Patrick focused
her address on the city’s
unity, progress, and inno-
vation, illustrating Warner
Robins’ journey from its
past to its future.

She opened her remarks
by expressing gratitude for
the support she received
throughout her first term
and during her 2025 reelec-
tion.

“Your confidence in me
during the November elec-
tion really was empowering
and humbling for me, and
it really goes to show how
much difference we're mak-
ing in our city. Public ser-
vice is built on trust, and I
vow to continue working for
your trust each and every
day,” she said.

See ADDRESS page 94

Assault on
Watson leads to
chase and crash

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS
Police are investigating
after an aggravated assault
Thursday morning.

According to the Warner
Robins Police Department,
officers responded to the area
of 3111 Watson Boulevard.

Once on scene, officers
learned the suspect fled in a
vehicle, leading to a pursuit
along Watson Boulevard.
The Houston  County
Sheriff’s Office responded to
assist.

The suspect was in a crash
and is now in custody. The
victim was transported to a
local hospital and is report-
ed stable.

Anyone with more infor-
mation is encouraged to
call the police department’s
Criminal Investigations Unit
at (478) 302-5380 or Macon
Regional Crimestoppers:
1-877-68CRIME.

‘Unfinished business’

Mark Ivory seeking reelection for
Houston County Board of Education

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

HOUSTON COUNTY —
Mark Ivory has spent his
entire life in Houston County
and is hoping to continue

AR

Mark Ivory and his wife, Angela.
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his service on the Houston
County Board of Education,
Post 6 At Large.

His biggest supporter is
his wife, Angela. They have
two kids, or as Ivory likes

See IVORY page 94
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Courtesy: Aundrea Day

Lt. Aundrea Day works detail for the Warner Robins Fire

Department Honor Guard.
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Lt. Aundrea Day - A trailblazer in the
Warner Robins Fire Department

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS
Firefighting demands cour-
age, and this department
trailblazer leads and serves
her city.

Lt. Aundrea Day has been
in the Warner Robins depart-
ment for 14 years. As a lieu-
tenant, she is responsible for
managing the equipment and
personnel on shift.

Day was motivated by her
family’s tradition of service.
As a military child, she moved
to Warner Robins during high

school, then became a mil-
itary spouse and mother of
three.

Her family’s influence
continued with her mother,
another remarkable woman
in her life, who was a first-gen-
eration Mexican-American
and served in the Air Force as
a weapons controller, another
male-dominated field.

Wanting to be there for her
family, Day said she wanted
to stay local but still serve her
community. After the events
of 9/11, she felt drawn to fire-
fighting.

See DAY page 104

Fort Valley man sentenced to

25 years for chi

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

HOUSTON COUNTY —
Corey Alan Husk, 34, of
Fort Valley, was convict-
ed of five counts of child
molestation by a Houston
County jury on Wednesday,
March 11, following a three-
day trial, according to the

Houston County District
Attorney’s Office.
Superior Court dJudge

Amy Smith sentenced Lusk
to 60 years, with the first 25
years to be served in prison.
He will also be required to
register as a sex offender for
life at the conclusion of his
25 years in the Department
of Corrections custody. The
media release says the jury
deliberated for 20 minutes
before rendering its verdict.

d molestation

Lusk

The charges in the case
against Lusk involved sex-
ual abuse against a minor,
who was nine years old
when the abuse began.
The abuse continued over

See SENTENCED page 104

Sheriff’s Office, police departments join combined task
force to reduce drug trafficking and gang violence

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

HOUSTON COUNTY —
The Houston County Sheriff’s
Office and other local agen-
cies have now joined a com-
bined task force that will tar-

get drug trafficking and gang
violence.

Sheriff Matt Moulton
saild the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation has taken
command of the Ocmulgee
Drug Task Force, previous-
ly based in Milledgeville,

and the Oconee Drug Task
Force, based in Eastman.
Both will combine with the
Macon Gang Task Force into
one multi-jurisdictional drug
task force and gang task
force.

See TASK FORCE page 104

Brieanna Smith/HHJ
The Houston County Sheriff’s Office, Warner Robins Police Department, and Perry
Police Department will join the task force, along with 14 other law enforcement agencies.

Word of the Day

Therefore whoever hears these sayings of
Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a

wise man who built his house on the rock.

— Matthew 7:24 (NKJV)
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Board of Education honors long-time
employees, celebrates state winners

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

PERRY — In the month-
ly meeting of the Houston
County Board of Education,
many long-time employees
of the school district were
recognized for their exten-
sive service. All have served
30 years or more consec-
utively in the Houston
County School District.

“To our honorees, thank
you. Your commitment to
our students, our schools
and this community has
helped shape the success
of our District,” Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Walter
Stephens said. “Staying
in one school system for
S0 many years says a lot
about your dedication and
heart you bring to your
work everyday. The impact
you’ve had on students, col-
leagues and families over
the years is something that
can’t really be measured,
but is deeply appreciated.”

This years honorees
include:

30 Years of Service:

*Laurie Atkins, Warner
Robins High School

*Theresa Bowden,
Centerville Elementary

*Dr. Dana Brock, Miller

Elementary

*Stacy Brown, Northside
Elementary

*Dr. Kayren Cannon,

Perry High School

*Nikki Cooper, Teaching
and Learning

*Darcy Emerson,
Veterans High School

*Laura George, Matt
Arthur Elementary

*Tonya Grant,
Transportation

*Theresa Gutierrez,
Bonaire Middle

*Jennifer Hall, Teaching
and Learning

*Dr. Mike
Thomson Middle

*Vickie Jackson, Kings
Chapel Elementary

*Dr. Elgin Mayfield,
Teaching and Learning

*Jennifer Pritchard,
Centerville Elementary

Jackson,

*Alesa Rodriguez,
Houston County High
School

* Tiffany Rumell, Houston
County High School

* Kevin Smith, Perry High
School

*Christy Stokes, School
Nutrition

*Dr. Tammy Strickland,
Houston County High
School

*Nell Tibbs,
Transportation

*Dr. Tonya Wallace,
Houston College and Career
Academy

35 Years of Service:

*Margaret Bagley,
Transportation

*Denise Boyd, Lindsey
Student Support Center

*Bradley Burris, Russell
Elementary

40 Years of Service:

*Martha King, Northside
High School

The Board also celebrat-
ed State FFA winners from
Veterans High School and
All-State Art Students
TaNia Spence and Allie
Gibson from Perry High
School.

High School All-State
Band students, Livi Herbst,
Ryan O’Connell, Carson
Storie and Emma Johnson
of Perry High School,
Elisabeth Tomberlin,

Owen Jones/HHJ
Houston County Board of Education recognized many employees who had worked in
the school district for 30 years or more consecutively.

Brennan Barnwell and
Amelia Carrol of Veterans
High School and Ignacio
Redendiz of Warner Robins
High School were also rec-
ognized for their achieve-
ments.

Annette Pender, Area
Manager for the School
Nutrition Program, was
recognized for winning
the Georgia Recognizing
Inspiring School Employees
(RISE) Award. Pender was
first place in the state and
was also named a nation-
al finalist for the U.S.
Department of Education’s
RISE Award.

Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Richard Rogers said the
award recognizes a school
employee who provides
“exemplary service to stu-
dents in pre-k through high
school”.

Director of  School
Nutrition Meredith Potter
said Pender has been with
the school district for 19
years and started as an
assistant manager.

“Throughout her career,
she only earned perfect
health scores, and she
was named Middle School
Manager of the Year five
years in a row,” Potter
said. “Annette will go to
any lengths to make a stu-
dent smile as she’s willing
to dress up and cut up just
to bring joy to a student.”

Potter also mentioned
Pender’s partnership with
the Transition Academy
and said she has a heart for
any student and believes all
should be valued and includ-
ed. She even hired stu-
dents from the Transition
Program to work with her,

Five HoCo students place in Earth Day art contest |

Special to The Journal

PERRY - Local stu-
dents in 4-H, FFA, and Jr.
Master Gardeners were
invited to participate in
an Earth Day art contest.
Houston County’s Earth
Day Celebration will be on
April 18, 2026, from 10:00
am. to 2:00 p.m. at the
Extension office in Perry.
The first-place winner
was Breshawna Sandry,
Northside High School FFA
member. She was presented
with a certificate and gar-
dening tools, and her art
will be featured on T-shirts.

Four elementary school
students also won awards
and were presented with a
certificate and plant starter
kit. The winners, who are
Jr. Master Gardeners, were:

- Second place, Keymoni
Anderson, Pearl Stephens
Elementary School (PSES);

Third place, Jaydon
Floyd, PSES; and

Two honorable men-
tions, Ahmir Towns, PSES,
and Kylie Flton, CB Watson
Primary.

Houston County ANR
Agent, Morgan Grizzle,
commented, “It was great
to see the students' differ-
ent takes on what Earth
Day and the environment
mean to them. I look for-
ward to highlighting the art
at our Earth Day celebra-
tion on April 18 and later

Courtesy: Houston County UGA Extension Office

Shirts with the winning design by Northside High School
student Breshawna Sandry will be available for sale from
the Houston County UGA Extension Office.

seeing individuals wearing
the T-shirt with this design
around town.”

T-shirts with Breshawna’s
art are for sale in multi-
ple colors at the Extension
Office and will be avail-
able during the Earth Day
Celebration. Children’s
T-shirts are $12 and adult

sizes are $15.

The Houston County
Extension Office is located
at 2030 Kings Chapel Road
in Perry. For more infor-
mation, call the extension
office at 478-987-2028. To
learn more about the UGA
Extension Office, visit www.
extension.uga.edu.

Five possums, one bathroom

Animal control’s job is
not always about round-
ing up stray cats and dogs.
Sometimes their days take
a surprising turn, like the
unusual case that unfolded
recently.

Warner Robins Animal
Control was called to a local
business where two young
possums had made them-
selves at home in the bath-
room. Before the day was
over, two more were dis-
covered, and the next day
brought another possum call.

In the end, five tiny pos-
sums were gently gathered
up and taken to a rehabber
for a safe new start, and the
bathroom was once again pos-
sum-free.

l
.

Courtesy: City of Warner Robins

leading her to that partner-
ship.

“She was asked to help
design a training program
to prepare these students
for careers in food service,”
Potter said. “Annette, you
show us every day the
incredible difference classi-
fied staff can make in the
lives of students. The size
of your fan club here shows
the respect you have earned
and the friends you have
made.”

In new Dbusiness, the
Board approved procedures
to fill the soon-to-be-vacant

Post 5 seat following board
member Helen Hughes’ res-
ignation, effective March
31st.

According to the agen-
da, the BOE will accept
resumes or letters of inter-
est until Friday, March 20,
4 p.m. Submissions must
be emailed to Mrs. Claudia
McDaniel at claudia.mcdan-
iel@hcbe.net or mailed to
her at 1100 Main Street,
Perry, GA 31069.

Those living in District 5
who have submitted docu-
ments expressing interest
can address the Board at

the April 6 Work Session at
Northside Middle School at
6 p.m.

The BOE will make a
final decision at the April
board meeting the next day.

The newly chosen board
member will begin after the
appointment and serve the
remainder of Hughes’ term.

The next Houston County
Board of Education meet-
ing will be held Tuesday,
April 7, 1 p.m., located at
the board office, 1100 Main
Street, Perry. The full agen-
da of this meeting can be
found at hcbe.net.
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Guyton Bennie Turner

Guyton Bennie Turner
of Perry, Georgia, passed
away peacefully surround-
ed by his loving family on
March 7, 2026.

Guyton was born on
October 15, 1926, in Oak
Park, Georgia, to the late
George Hilton Turner and
Sally Turner (Burns). He
proudly served his country
in the United States Navy.
After completing his mili-
tary service, Guyton began
a long and dedicated career
as a construction manager
with the Houston County
Maintenance Department.

In his free time, Guyton
enjoyed spending time with
his loving wife, Barbara,
and his family. His fami-
ly was truly the joy of his
life, and any time spent
with them was time well

spent. Guyton also loved to
travel and stay on the go.
Whenever he had the oppor-
tunity to hop in the car and
take a ride, he was always
eager to go.

Guyton was preceded in
death by his parents; his
brother, Earlon Turner; and
his sister, Erion Carter.

Left to cherish his mem-

ory is his beloved wife,
Barbara Turner (Hollis);
his sons, James Turner and
David Turner (Judy); his
grandson, Daniel Turner
(Cama); as well as several
nieces and nephews.

A visitation for family

and friends will be held on
Tuesday, March 10, 2026,
from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
at Burpee-Scott Memorial
Chapel & Crematory. A
graveside service honoring
Guyton’s life will be held
on Wednesday, March 11,
2026, at 11:00am at Perry
Memorial Gardens. The
family kindly requests in
lieu of flowers that dona-
tions be made to Perry
Methodist Church.
With  honor,
Scott Memorial Chapel
& Crematory has been
entrusted with arrange-
ments.

Burpee-

Georgia unveils 250th anniversary license plate

fi

Courtesy: John Trussell

Eden Pethel displays the new Georgia 250 tag as she is recognized at the Georgia State
Capital for her winning entry. Front left-right: Lee Herron, Eden Pethel, Lt. Governor
Burt Jones Senator Max Burns. Back left-right: Tammy Herron, Adam Pethel, Brandy

Pethel.

By JOHN TRUSSELL
Georgia Sons of the American
Revolution

ATLANTA The
Georgia Department of
Revenue now offers a
special commemorative
license plate celebrating
the 250th anniversary of
the United States.

The plate was proposed
by Lee Herron, President
of the Brier Creek
Chapter, Georgia Sons of
the American Revolution,
and strongly supported by
State Senator Max Burns
throughout the legislative
process.

“As we approach
America’s 250th anniver-
sary, this commemorative
plate offers Georgians a
meaningful way to recog-
nize our nation’s founding
and the pivotal role our
state played in 1it,” said
Revenue Commissioner
Frank O’Connell. “We are
especially proud that the
design reflects the tal-
ent and engagement of
Georgia’s students, whose
creativity connects our
Revolutionary past with
the next generation of
civic leaders.”

Developed to recognize

this historic national mile-
stone, the America 250
plate features a design
created by Georgia middle
school students as part of
a statewide civics educa-
tion initiative undertaken
in partnership with the
Georgia Department of
Education. The winning
design was submitted by
Eden Pethel, a student and
member of the Children of
the American Revolution.

Drawing inspiration
from her visits to Georgia’s
Revolutionary War sites,
Eden explained: “The red
stars on the design repre-
sent the following Georgia
Revolutionary War sites
from north to south: Fight
at Van's Creek/Hornet’s
Nest, Battle of Kettle
Creek, Sieges of Augusta,
Battle of Brier Creek,
Battles of Savannah, Fort
Morris, and the Frederica
Naval Action.”

Her submission was
selected through a com-
petitive statewide review
process. Georgia vehi-
cle owners now have the
option to choose the com-
memorative plate when
registering a new vehicle
or renewing an existing
registration through their

county tag office.

Drivers who wish to
exchange their plate out-
side of their registration
renewal period will be
charged a $20 new reg-
istration fee. Available
through 2030, the plate
will serve as a standard
option—rather than a
specialty plate—ensuring
broad public accessibility
at no additional cost.

The of the
America 250 plate reflects

com-

launch
Georgia’s ongoing
mitment to civic educa-
historical aware-
and the recogni-

tion,
ness,
tion of America’s foun-
dational heritage as the
nation approaches its 250
semiquincentennial.anni-
versary.

The Georgia SAR and
Georgia DAR will be hold-
ing many special celebra-
tions during 2026. For
additional information,
contact the Sons of the
American Revolution

at gasocietysar.org or
Daughters of the American

Revolution at DAR.org

21st Annual Old
Book Sale

Houston County Friends
of the Library is hosting the
21st annual Old Book Sale at
the GA National Fairgrounds
in the Georgia Grown/Baby
Barn Building from Thursday
April 23rd to Saturday April
25th.

Over 90,000 books in 60 cat-
egories will be in the building
ready for sale.

Admission will be $10.00 on
Thursday from 9AM to 12PM
and $5.00 from 12:01PM to
7PM.

Admission will be free on
Friday and Saturday going
from 9AM to 7PM Friday and
9AM to 3PM Saturday.

All items half price on
Saturday!

Cash, Check, Credit,
and Debit all accepted.
Convenience fee for electronic
transactions.

For more information,
please email: hocofriend-
softhelibrary@gmail.com or,
visit http://houpl.org, click
“Support the Library, click
“Friends of the Library”.

Find us on Facebook:
Houston County Friends of
the Library.

Perry High School
Class of 1976
Bi-centennial
Reunion Weekend

Theme: “Celebrating 50
Years of Achievement and
Excellence”

Panthers of "76—It’s Time
to Celebrate! Join us for a
once-in-a-lifetime celebra-
tion of our 50-Year Reunion!

Reunion Weekend:
September 11-13, 2026

Events All Weekend

RSVP by March 31, 2026

Payment Due by May 29,
2026

For more informa-
tion Contact Regina
Ford at 478-987-0257 or
email perryhighschool76@
gmail.com and visit
the Reunion Social Media
Page Perry High School
Class of 76 Reunion News.

Now When We
Rise

All are invited to join our
Tactical Civics Chapter to
Learn How “We The People”
can execute our God given
American duties with the
“Now When We Rise” video
series.

Topic: (X)ecution and
Perseverance

The presentation takes
place Monday, March 23,
2026, 6:15 pm-7:30 pm, at
the Perry Public Library
meeting room: 1201
Washington Ave Perry, GA
31069.

Houston County
Celebrates Earth
Day

Houston County will cel-
ebrate Earth Day on April
18, 2026, from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. at the Houston
County Extension Pavilion
in Perry. This free fami-
ly event will offer learning
stations, craft projects, edu-
cational exhibits, face paint-
ing, and more.

Two exhibitors will bring
wildlife and be available to
answer questions. Vendors
will also be onsite to offer
a variety of items for sale,
including plants.

Earth Day has been
observed since 1970 to pro-
mote protecting the environ-
ment and raise awareness
about preserving Earth's
resources.

The Houston County
Extension Pavilionis located
at 2030 Kings Chapel Road
in Perry. For more infor-
mation, call the extension
office at 478-987-2028. To
learn more about the UGA
Extension office, visit www.
extension.uga.edu.

St. Christopher’s
Easter Services

During Lent this year, St
Christopher's will be hosting
a Lenten Bible Study every
Wednesday, at 4:30 until
March 25, 2026. We are invit-
ing everyone who would like
to participate in this study to
join us.

During Easter Week, St.
Christopher's will be having
Holy Eucharist on the follow-
ing dates:

March 29, Palm Sunday
Services at 10:00 a.m.

April 3, Good Friday
Services at 12:00pm.

April 5, Easter Services at
8:00 a.m

St.  Christopher's has
Sunday Services at 10:00 a.m.

Everyone is wetcome to join
us for our Sunday Services
and Holy Eucharist at St.
Christopher’s, 1207 Macon
Road, Perry, GA 31069.

Heart of GA
Philatelic Society

The next meeting of the
Heart of Georgia Philatelic
Society (your local stamp
club) will be on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026 starting at
6 pm. The meeting takes
place at 4088 Watson Blvd,
Suite 600, Warner Robins.

The meeting is open to
everyone interested in
stamp collecting and postal
history. Every meeting fea-
tures door prizes, apprais-
als, free magazines and
other literature, and a mini
swap meet where you can
buy and trade stamps, cov-
ers, supplies and related
materials.

For more information,
send an email to chief_rod@
yahoo.com or call 478-636-
8684.

All Saints Lenten &
Easter Services

All  Saints  Episcopal
Church, located at 1708
Watson Blvd, Warner Robins,
invites all to our Lenten and
Easter Services.

February 25th - March
25th, Wednesdays, Stations
of the Cross 12PM

February 26th through
March 26th Thursday
Evening Lenten Program,;
5:45PM Evening Prayer,
6:00PM Light Potluck, 6:30-
T7:15PM, a video series, "We
Confess", (rooted in the
ancient practice of confession,
reminding us that Lent is not
a season of condemnation, but
a time of striving, with God's
help, towards healing, whole-
ness, and the peace God longs
for us to receive)

March 28, 9:00 Palm
Cross Workshop and Parish
Workday

March 29, 10:15AM Palm
Sunday Worship

April 2, 7:00PM, Maundy
Thursday Service

April 3, T7:00PM, Good
Friday Service

April 5, 6:30AM, Easter
Vigil Service

April 5, 9:00AM, Easter
Breakfast

April 5, 9:30AM, Easter
Egg Hunt

April 5, 10:15AM, Easter
Service
For more information,

please contact the church
office at 478-923-1791.

Red Cross
Blood Drive

It's time to save a life by
donating blood! Every drop
counts!

Trinity United Methodist
Church will be hosting a Red
Cross Blood Drive Monday,
March 16, noon-6 p.m. Sign
up at www.redcrossblood.
org to secure your spot
and maximize staffing to
limit wait times. Organizer
Debbie Crenshaw has orga-
nized over 25 years of drives
and does a fantastic job of
making sure every donor
also takes home a gift!

Location: 129 S. Houston
Road, Warner Robins,
31088; parking in the rear.

Sky Zone Grand
Opening

On Saturday March 21st,
2026, Sky Zone Warner
Robins will host their Grand
Opening event! We will have
a Chamber Ribbon cutting
(Perry and Warner Robins)
at 9:30am, Doors will open
at 10am. Pastor Matt Walls
will attend to give prayer of
blessing.

We will have $10 Jump
Tickets all day, a live Dd,
free socks to the first 1,000
guests, door prizes and
more! Join us at 815 Russell
Parkway for our grand
opening!

Community Calendar

Email your information to: brieanna@hhjonline.com
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1210 Washington St.
Perry, GA 31069
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Thanatophobia could happen to you

Tax Assessors today.

Instead I'm writing
about thanatophobia.
That’s a word you don’t
hear every day.

Thanatophobia is essen-
tially the fear of dying.
Derived from Thanatos
(Greek for death) and pho-
bos (fear), it involves a
persistent, irrational, or
excessive fear of dying.
And it matters to me,
today, because 1 write
about Marc Feld. Never
heard that name? It’s
because he changed his
name to Marc Bolan. Bo
came from Bob, lan came
from Dylan. Bob Dylan
was his hero.

Marc Bolan still doesn’t
ring a bell to 94.6 per-
cent of you. Maybe T Rex?
That was the name Marc
gave his band, because it
was going to be the big-
gest thing on earth. Sadly,
Marc didn’t know the T
Rex was not the biggest
thing on earth at the time,
it was the Alamosaurus.
But I digress.

T Rex had a bunch of hits
in merry old England, but
here in the States their
big hit was “Bang a Gong
(Get It On”). They had a
decent hit with “Jeepster.”
Both songs were about
sex, doing the wild thing,
or such frolicking.

Bolan suffered from
thanatophobia. He so
feared dying that he never
got a driver’s license. He
was convinced he was
going to die before he
reached the age of 30. He
and his girlfriend, Gloria
Jones, were driving home
from a night out when
both had been drinking.
She drove off the road,
plowed into a fence post
and then a tree, killing

I’m not picking on the

Time to listen, think and choose

ualifying has complet-

ed. Candidates have

declared. Communities
mus¥make a choice.

On the national level, the
question is often asked, “Are
you better than you were a
few years ago?”

On the state and local level,
that same question must be
answered.

It is once again time to give
a report card grade to our
incumbents.

Should they be renewed?
Should they be replaced?

Will the position they have
on the issues matter? Will
party affiliation win in the
end?

What are the critical issues?
Will it be crime that captures
the electorates mind?

Is there a real answer for
the healthcare system? Will

DR. DARYL VINING

rural hospitals keep closing?

What will be said about the
economic condition of fami-
lies?

Is Al going to improve life
or make it more difficult to
live?

How can we improve ser-
vices without raising taxes?

Who will put the people
they serve before themselves?

So many concerns. So
many questions. So little
time to figure it out. One
thing is for certain, over the
course of the next few months
all of these questions will get
answers. The only question
left to ask is will you be a part
of the answer by participating
or by casting your vote? Be
involved by getting involved.

The Louvre Heist: Planning a museum theft

n Oct. 19, 2025, a team

of intrepid thieves

donned the guise of
humble construction work-
ers and pulled off one of the
greatest heists in human his-
tory. At about 9:30 in the
morning, the apparent work
crew parked a furniture lift
against the wall of Paris’
famed Louvre Museum.

Using the vehicle to gain
access to a balcony, the ban-
dits used a disc cutter to enter
the historic structure through
awindow. The alarm was trig-
gered, but people outside sus-
pected nothing, just another
day on the busy streets of the
City of Lights.

Inside, however, unsus-
pecting guards were held at
bay with power tools while
several pieces of the French
crown jewels, over $100 mil-
lion worth, were pilfered by
the poachers.

The criminals left the same
way they got in, and, again,
no one thought anything of
the work team that left the
scene just as fast as they
arrived. The whole event last-
ed less than eight minutes. It
took authorities about a week
to track down the suspects.
Eleven people were arrested
in connection with the heist,
and so far, only five folks have
been officially charged for the
crime.

The crown jewels, however,
remain at large.

Crimes like this always
garner a lot of attention, with
the lore behind the events

KYLE DOMINY

reaching mythic proportions
and the perpetrators often
being granted hero status.
Pop culture glorifies a good
heist, with countless books
and movies depicting them in
fantastic fashion.

Now it’s time for me to plan
my own. I have become aware
of an artifact in need of deliv-
erance, and I cannot rest until
it is liberated from its climate
controlled archival safe glass
enclosure.

Nestled near the Pagan
River in southern Virginia
is the Isle of Wight County
Museum, in the quaint struc-
ture housing the history of
one of our nation’s oldest com-
munities, is believed to be the
world oldest ham.

This slab of still-edible meat
is believed to be about 120
years old. It is a “Smithfield
Ham,” cut was the carcass
of a peanut-fed hog slayed,
cured, treated and smoked
in the town of Smithfield, a
small town east of Norfolk,
Va. and just south of the leg-

endary Chesapeake Bay.

I must eat that ham.

But freeing it from the eyes
of the public will be no easy
task. It is under constant
supervision, in the form of a
24-hour livestream called the
Ham Cam. A recent study
of the footage doesn’t reveal
a lot of foot traffic near the
exhibit. Being the home to the
world’s oldest ham probably
does not bring as many visi-
tors to Smithfield as it used
to. In fact, production of gen-
uine Smithfield Hams ceased
not too long ago, in 2024, due
to reduced consumer demand.

So, replicating the lives-
tream online will be a simple
task. Al can help me with
that now. Taking care of the
guards could be more diffi-
cult, but the video shows lit-
tle surveillance outside the
webcam.

On second thought, this job
might just be a piece of cake,
or rather, ham.

I'll have it out in time for
Easter.

KELLY BURKE

Marc instantly. Two weeks
before his 30th birthday.
Had he lived, he would
have been as famous as
David Bowie, his friend
and sometimes rival.
Gloria Jones was criti-
cally injured in the acci-
dent, but recovered and
had a music career herself.
Her claim to fame was
“Tainted Love,” although
despite two releases (1964
and 1976), it didn’t chart.

Glen Campbell played gui-
tar on it.

Chances are you've
heard the Soft Cell cover
of the song. Their version
spent a then-record 43
weeks on the U.S. Top 100
(1981-82), peaking at no.
8.

Thanatophobia is only
an irrational fear if its
not true. Marc Bolan was
obviously justified in his
belief, but just maybe a lit-

tle bit of prevention might
have been wise. Like a
designated driver.

Kelly Burke was born
in Knoxville where he
spent his younger years,
followed by high school
years in Atlanta where he
graduated from Georgia
Tech, and Mercer Law
School. He has been in
private practice, a magis-
trate judge, and an elect-
ed district attorney. He
writes about the law, pol-
itics, music, and Ireland.
He and his wife enjoy gar-
dening, playing with their
Lagotto Ramanolo named
George Harrison, and
spending time with their
grandchildren. To see this
column or Kelly’s archives,
visit www.kellyrburke.
com. You can email Kelly
at dakellyburke@gmail.
com.
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Toledo gives side of Okefenokee mining issue

y columns oppos-
ing the mining
for titanium diox-

ide on Trail Ridge near
our Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge have drawn
a heavy reader response.
Almost all of it supporting
a permanent ban on mining
in the area.

I also have received a
rebuttal, asserting I have
gotten my facts wrong.
This from Drew dJones, a
Charlton County commis-
sioner. It is in Charlton
County wherein Trail
Ridge is located. Jones is
also the nephew-in-law of
Joe Hopkins, president of
Toledo Manufacturing, one
of the leading opponents of
a ban. Hopkins is Toledo’s
president. Drew Jones runs
the company day to day.

Toledo Manufacturing
owns 50,000 acres 1in
Charlton County, making
them one of the largest
landowners in the county.
Although he takes 1issue
with the accusation, Joe
Hopkins is seen by sup-
porters of a ban on mining
as having outsized politi-
cal influence in the state
and being the primary rea-
son legislation to ban such
mining on Trail Ridge has
gone nowhere under the
Gold Dome, despite bipar-
tisan efforts to pass such
a measure through several
legislative sessions.

Mr. Jones asked to give
Toledo Manufacturing’s
side of the story. I told him
I would share his letter
with you minus any snarky
asides from me. You can
make of his comments what
you will. Here is the letter:

“Dear Mr. Dick

DICK YARBROUGH

Yarbrough: Your recent
column concerning min-
ing near the Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge
contains several assertions
and implications regard-
ing Toledo Manufacturing
Company that require cor-
rection.

“To be clear at the out-
set, Toledo Manufacturing
never advocated for Twin
Pines Minerals to receive
a permit, nor did we sup-
port mining absent rigor-
ous, independent scientif-
ic review. We have con-

sistently advocated for
objective, science-based
decision-making carried

out by qualified regulatory
agencies, free from politi-
cal pressure, whether that
pressure seeks to force
approval or impose a blan-
ket prohibition without
evidence. That distinction
matters, and your column
does not reflect it.
“Property ownership
adjacent to a proposed
project does not equate to
support for that project.
Our position has been that
decisions of this magnitude
should be based on trans-
parent studies conducted by
credentialed experts with-
out ideological or financial
bias, not on reflexive oppo-

sition, campaign rhetoric
or pressure from interest
groups on either side of the
issue.

“You suggest that elect-
ed officials who advocate
for regulatory review rath-
er than legislative bans
are acting in bad faith.
We respectfully disagree.
Complex hydrological and
environmental questions
should be resolved through
empirical analysis and sci-
entific review, not politi-
cal litmus tests. Decisions
made otherwise risk under-
mining public confidence

and setting concerning
precedents.

“Your column  also
references Toledo

Manufacturing as having
‘solicited” Chemours to
mine the area. This char-
acterization is misleading.
Any mention of Chemours
has been purely hypotheti-
cal, in the context of public
discussion about potential
future land use, and not the
pursuit of any project, part-
nership or mining proposal.
Exploring theoretical possi-
bilities is not the same as
advocating for or advancing
a mining operation.

See YARBROUGH page 54
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Hedge of protection for loved ones

he minister at a
church I attended
announced to the

congregation one Sunday
that his oldest son, now
30-years old, had a drug
addiction. Everyone had
seen the two other young-
er sons from time to time
but didn’t know a third
son existed. Both younger
sons were serving in the
Iraqi war at the time.

The son’s drug prob-
lem had been a source of
heartache for the entire
family. For years the way-
ward son seldom called
home and his whereabouts
were unknown. Not know-
ing his condition or what
he was doing, the fami-
ly resorted to their only
alternative: prayer that
God would intercede in
the life of their son and
brother.

The next week I saw the
minister walking down
the street and drove over
to the curb to speak with
him. I expressed my deep
concern about his son and
told him of a biblical prin-
cipal that might rescue
his son from the clutches

BILLY POWELL

of drugs. It is a principal
that another minister con-
veyed to me years ago.

Just as there are con-
stant physical laws such
as the law of gravity, there
also are untapped spir-
itual laws that will pro-
duce predictable results.
This spiritual law involves
building a hedge of protec-
tion around a loved one
who needs providential
protection. The ground
rules require that you
pray every day that God
will build a wall of protec-
tion so high, so thick, and
so impenetrable that evil
cannot get to your loved
one.

It may take 6-months or
it may take a year or lon-
ger, but I am told this spir-

itual law always works.
Every day you pray, anoth-
er brick is added to the
wall’s foundation. After
months of prayer, the wall
becomes higher, thicker,
and stronger. The minis-
ter thought it was such a
good idea that he decided
to preach on the concept
at an upcoming sermon.
When he did preach the
sermon, he suggested to
the congregation that they
should pray for concrete
blocks and not bricks to
construct the wall faster.

The basis for this spir-
itual law is found in the
book of Hosea, chapter 2.
The prophet had a wife
name Gomer. She was
flirting with adultery, and
Hosea was very perplexed

as to what he could do.
Hosea decided to pray that
the Lord would build a
hedge around Gomer so
that evil could not get to
her and her evil suitors
could no longer tempt her.
Without God’s
vention, drugs,

inter-
alcohol,
or cigarettes can have an
unbreakable hold on indi-
viduals. Also, parents are
at wits end in knowing
how to deal with children
who have left the nest and
are living in sin.

A friend lamented that
his daughter was living
out of wedlock with other
men and constantly get-
ting into trouble. I sug-
gested he pray the prayer
of Hosea. Six months later
he told me the prayer was
producing results as his
daughter was beginning
to straighten up her life.
Praying daily for a hedge
of protection is worth try-
ing.

The hazy double life of isinglass

ming along to Rogers

and Hammerstein’s
Oklahoma!, you might
envision a breezy surrey
with "isinglass curtains
y’can roll right down."
But depending on who you
ask—a geologist, a brew-
master, or a Victorian car-
riage driver—you're like-
ly to get a very different
story about what, exactly,
isinglass is.

The history of this
material is as clear as the
sheets themselves, yet as
murky as a barrel of unfil-
tered ale. Today, the term
has become a catch-all for
flexible, transparent win-
dow material, but its ori-
gins are split between the
depths of the earth and
the depths of the sea.

In the 19th and early
20th centuries, "isinglass"
referred primarily to
mica. These are transpar-
ent minerals mined from
watery silicates of alumi-
num or potassium. Unlike
the glass we know today,
mica could be crystallized
and sliced into incredibly
thin, flexible sheets.

It was the "high-tech"

I fyou find yourself hum-

JILLINDA FALEN

solution of its day. Before
the advent of modern syn-
thetic vinyl, these mineral
sheets provided the "glass"
for street lanterns, horse-
drawn carriages, and even
the iconic Ford Model T.
Drivers could roll up these
mineral windows during
fair weather and snap
them back into place when
the clouds turned grey.

However, a linguistic
shadow looms over the
mineral. Long before it
was a dashboard accesso-
ry, "isinglass" was (and
still is) a semi-transparent
gelatin derived from the
air bladders of fish—spe-
cifically sturgeon, hake,
and cod.

While it sounds unap-
petizing, this fish-based

isinglass has been a secret
weapon in kitchens and
breweries for centuries.

In the kitchen, before
boxed gelatin was a pan-
try staple, isinglass was
the thickening agent of
choice for fruit jellies and
creamy blancmanges.

In the brewery, it
remains a vital "fining"
agent in British brewing.
When added to cask ales,
the isinglass causes live
yeast to flocculate into a
jelly-like mass that sinks
to the bottom, leaving the
beer crystal clear.

"It’s a bit of a cosmic
joke," says one local histo-
rian. "The name stuck as
a synonym for windows,
even though the windows
were made of rock and the
beer-clearer was made of

fish. They share a name,
but absolutely no DNA."

The versatility of the
"fish-glue" variety extends
far beyond the pub. In the
world of high-stakes art
conservation, isinglass is
a miracle worker.

Because it is uniquely
strong yet can be "reac-
tivated" with a simple
touch of moisture, it 1is
the preferred adhesive for
repairing delicate parch-
ment and flaking paint on
ancient canvases. Using
binocular microscopes,
conservators apply tiny
droplets of the stuff—
sometimes mixed with
honey or glycerin—to bond
500-year-old paint back to
its original surface.

Today, when we talk
about "isinglass" on a mod-
ern boat or a jeep, we are
usually talking about clear
vinyl. The mica is gone,
and the fish bladders are
relegated to the brewery,
but the word remains—a
linguistic fossil of a time
when the world was seen
through thin slices of stone
and clarified by the sil-
ver of a sturgeon. Happy
Collecting!

Your muscles and economy of movement

his is one of my
favorite subjects
because of its effect

on everyone who can still
move.

A person’s economy of
movement simply is a
measure of how easily
they can do their activi-
ties of daily living (ADLs),
whether an office worker,
elite athlete or someone
using a wheelchair. The
tasks we face throughout
our day can either be very
fatiguing or we can make
them become easier by
increasing the strength of
the muscles that move our
tendons, ligaments, and
skeleton throughout our
daily routine, whatever it
may be.

Our muscles work a lot
like our senses. When we
lose one, another tends
to become more sensitive,
helping to compensate for
what we lost or don’t have.

For example, a person
that loses usage of the legs
can strengthen upper body
muscles to compensate for

WADE YODER

the lost leg strength or
usage, thus increasing the
economy of movement and
her or his independence.

When we are less active
and our muscles become
weaker, our weight tends
to hang much heavier
from our tendons and liga-
ments, causing structural
problems and premature
aging to our joints. When
this happens, our tenden-
cy 1s to move less to avoid
this pain, causing further
weakness.

If this cycle 1i1s not
stopped, especially when
combined with increased
weight gain, the weight
of our vital organs, body

fat, untoned muscle on our
spine, hips, and knees,
along with the weight of
our head on our neck, will
cause premature aging to
our vertebra, joints, ten-
dons and ligaments. This
causes degeneration to our
mobility and eventually a
dependence on others for
our normal ADLs.

There are many exer-
cises that can strengthen
movements we use in real
life, and you do not have
to have a gym or exercise
equipment to strengthen
functional lifestyle move-
ments. It’s as simple as
doing what must be done
more often and at a faster

pace.

For example, if you want
to strengthen the muscles
you use to go up a flight of
stairs, repeat this activity
more, along with a grad-
ual increase in the speed
going up the stairs. It will
become easier because our
muscles adapt to the new
level of stress that help
us go up the stairs. This
same method works for an
athlete as well, and the
reason is simple: our body
1s designed to adapt to
new or increased stresses.

Isn’t it neat? By simply
strengthening the muscles
that we use throughout
our day, we're less tired at
the end of our day and we
still have the energy for
other things and to enjoy
the ones we care about.

Strengthening our mus-
cles not only strengthens
our movements and makes
our days go better, but it
also takes a lot of weight
off of our load bearing
joints!

Courtesy expressions
that make a difference

DON MONCRIEF

ever underestimate
the power of “Yes
sir.” “Yes ma’am.”

“No sir.” “No ma’am.”

I believe they're a big
part of what got me to
where I am today.

I believe they're the
reason I was offered the
opportunity to train to
become a store manager at
Giant Foods back when I
was a young adult. (I chose
the Air Force instead.)
The reason I was made a
squad leader in military
basic training. The rea-
son, even as a one-striper,
I was selected to train
others of the same rank
at my first duty station in
Greece. The reason I was
selected to be the floor
leader over a half dozen
others in England, this
time with three stripes.
And so forth and so on.

Granted, hard work
helped, but I wasn’t — still
am not — the sharpest
tool in the shed. Minus
that huge act of courtesy/
respect, I'm not so sure
things wouldn’t have
turned out differently.

I can’t take credit. Left
to my own devices, there
probably would have
been a lot of “yeah” and
“uh-huh” and “what” and
see “turned out different.”
But it was something my
mother and father real-
ly believed in, so they
preached it — demanded
it, disciplined me when
it was absent - and here
I am.

I wonder today if it isn’t
a lost art.

That thought came to
mind most recently in a
series of emails I had with
someone about a particu-
lar set of concerns. Some
things I pointed out that
needed fixing to make us
better. I wasn’t trying to
micromanage. [ wasn’t
on a power trip. I wasn’t
trying to cause problems.
It was what it was. It
needed to be done. Their
responses, however, were
evasive and frustrating,
each seemingly “political-
ly correct,” polished even
— I suspect they might
even have been ChatGPT-
generated, as they didn’t
read like this person's
writing.

It didn’t take long before
I was screaming inside:
“All T wanted was a ‘yes,
sir,” and we move on.
Simple. If it needed to be
‘no, sir—since I can be
wrong—then say so. Not
all this ‘here we go round
the mulberry bush.”

I practice this same
exercise in futility from
time to time with my now-
grown children. (Even
though I was mindful to
teach them the acceptable,
sacred response. I guess
I should have been like
my mom and dad: Popped
them upside the head a
little more.)

“Yes sir.” “Yes ma’am.”
“No sir.” “No ma’am.”

On occasion, it might be
fake, using it because you
wrote a column about it,
and now they think they
can use it to get what they
want. Or a weapon, some-
one calling you that in
mock politeness to remind
you you're old. (“Very old”
in my case.) Or even rarer,
inappropriate. “Don’t call
me sir. That’s my father.”

But when it’s genuine,
it works. It, having its
origins dating back to jolly
old England in the 1600s,
works because it contains
a secret — but obvious
— element of humanity:
Humility. You have to
humble yourself to exer-
cise it. A rarity these days.
(Especially in the push to
be “gender-neutral”.)

In ancient Celtic mythol-
ogy, there was a belief
in certain places called
“thin places” where the
worlds of the seen and
the unseen came closest
together. In each of the
beatitudes, Jesus points
us to this kind of thin
place, a place on earth
where we draw closer to
heaven. They were also
the places He proposed we
would find the treasures
of the Kingdom of God.

What, at the heart, dis-
tinguished them from nor-
mal places? Humility, the
kind that naturally stems
from this honorable,
respectful, caring, loving
response. Should we sit up
and take note?

“Yes sir!”

“Yes ma’am!”

YARBROUGH
From page 44

or advancing a mining oper-
ation.

“It 1s also important to rec-
ognize the broader context.
Across our nation, forest-
land ownership is becoming
increasingly  unprofitable.
Many owners earn less from
timber today than they did
30 years ago, even without
adjusting for inflation, while
the costs of ownership have
risen significantly. Private
landowners continue to pro-
vide immense environmental
benefits such as clean air,
wildlife habitat, biodiversi-
ty and carbon sequestration
while bearing the associat-
ed costs. We rarely see arti-
cles addressing this pressing
issue, yet well-funded conser-
vation groups and the media
could make it a top priority.
What you have written about
for years is a symptom of
the problem, not the prob-
lem itself. The general public
may be ignoring the economic
realities of owning forestland.
Without economic wviability,
these lands will eventually
be converted to other uses,
not out of greed, but out of
necessity.

“Readers deserve accurate
reporting based on facts, not
narratives constructed with-
out input from those most
directly involved. We encour-
age coverage that reflects
evidence, transparency, and
the evolving nature of scien-
tific research. If current or
future studies demonstrate
that mining in or near the
Okefenokee poses unac-
ceptable risks, then permits
should not be issued. That
conclusion should rest on evi-
dence, not presumption.

“Toledo  Manufacturing
remains committed to envi-
ronmental stewardship, prop-
erty rights, and the rule of
law. Those principles are not
mutually exclusive and pre-
senting them as such does
a disservice to an issue that
deserves serious, thoughtful
consideration. We hope this
clarification reaches readers
as broadly as your other col-
umns.”

Drew Jones

Toledo Manufacturing
Company, Inc.

Folkston, Georgia

You can reach Dick
Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia
31139.
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HEY, YOURE THE
ONE WHO TURNED
ME INTO THIS!
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LINDEN, DID | EVER TELL You How
1 SINGLE-HANDEDLY ERASED THE
CITY-S5TATE OF MUROVIA?

| RULED OVER A
KINGDOM OF CAVE-

MEN AND CAPTURED

THE PooL OF YOUTHI*

FACE IT, SISTER! You'VE
BARELY DONE ANY EVIL OF
NOTE THAT DIDN'T RIDE
SOMEONE ELSE'S COATTAILS!

SISTER, Y0V DID NO SUCH
THING! THAT WAS ALL OUR
MOTHER'S DoING!

| HELD HER
GRIMOIRE!
IT COUNTS!

]
BECAUSE

| AM VERY
THOROUGH.

AND YET YOURE ALWAYS IN MY HOME, NEVER THERE!
AND DIDN'T POPEYE DEFEAT YOUR PRIVATE GUARDS
il THERE? You CAN'T EVEN KEEP ouT A ONE-EYED
71 SAILOR AND HIS AWFUL FRIENDS!

ILL LEAVE, BUT I'M GOING
To DO THE ONE THING YouVE
NEVER BEEN ABLE To ol
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A
SHE'S GONNA EAT 8l wHY CAN'T Y0oU BE THIS CLUELESS
ROASTED PENGUIN? WHEN IT BENEFITS ME?
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by Gary Kopervas

ut on a Limb

\Vs NOT EASY BEING GREEN,
D KELLOW WHYTE, BROWN,
PURPLE, ORANCE ..
KERMT THE
CorB SALAD
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100 101 [102 103 [104 105 [106 —- 5 Fawn over, with “on’ ;8 Xttealds-crart) 5 3
; ending to
107 108 109 i 6 401(k) kin ; i 81 Emphatic affirmation
7 Government of a nation by its p 4
K 112113 114 own people 82 Hawaiian goose
115 116 17 8 Dancer Agnes de -- 86 Humiliates 5 3
118 .119 120 121 9 Homer epic 88 Cousins of anises
10 -- -mo 89 Iris ring
CLUES ACROSS 47 Current uni _ 11Wd.ina thesaurus 90 Britsh actress Diana 13 2
1 Part of DJ 50 “This requires a lot of effort 12 -- Way (old Roman road) 91 British beer Py et o
5 Let leave 52 “You're the Top” composer 13 Actor Oliver 92 Abode: Abbr. Here's How It Works:

dishing out servings of food?
58 “You betcha”

60 Persia, now

61 As a whole

12 E-device download
15 Lobs’ paths
19 Western U.S. gas chain

14 Actor Joe
15 Gland near the kidneys
16 Scan, as data

93 Third letter
94 Tarzan, e.g.
95 Loud insect

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes.
To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1

20 Radar on an old sitcom ; I through 9 t fill each row, col d
21 Bargain offered by a prosecutor 92 At the post one formerly held? 17 &1~ Real {road in Calfomiz) 3675 ssg;r;, 7 & hobby b()r;.ulgach Tﬂabgriz% arp?;\;\;acroo%@no?\rc]e
23 Male horse that's the subject of /0 Fighting” Big Ten team 18 Hurls 101 Ham it u in each row, column and box. You can
a novel? 71 Cyber-trash & !n-house P figure out the order in which the numbers
25 Deli meat often on rye 72 Pro trained in trauma 2475 TV debut 102 Amazon, e.g. will appear by using the numeric clues
26 Visiting a website, .. 73 Statement after a female jungle 28 Smug type 103 Its C?Pltal is Khartoum already provided in the boxes. The more
27 Sunshine St cat gains a lot of weight? 30 Half- -- latte 104 “I'd like to help” numbers you name, the easier it gets to
28 Contributed one’s share 77 Include as a bonus 31 Roll call response, in Paris solve the puzzle!
A : 83 Bug planter 32 H CSEDE FONSEDNDE BEE BEER
Egol:r:u“tzer Wlnnlng b|Ographer 84 Bugypbug 33 TseaTVletS’ Fleld 1{3|0 INIH HEILLIIE [E l!'l niay 9 z P 9 e L
- S|{3|D|H|¥[H|D|a|3|a|a|V 3AOT[I|M|VIN
30 Setting a weekly limit on 85 Weird 34 Border crossing documents [V alN[o[H SV S HJS 3[1[w|o[n[o]o[3
Maste1rcard purchases? 2; :?r:telzpet investing site 38 “Sorta” suffix !T_l RIK aé%ﬁg: dldua :;? ik 8 9 LIV C 9
3340 , to Nero. urkina -- ) 39 Towing gp. 30y L S0 o o N llg_g:\, - v L G 9 9 Z
34 Water, in Paris 90 Squid ink, for example” 40 & so forth ST BRI IES.H RIS
35 Nickel, €.g. 94 One- - (short play) 41 Chinese chairman e (G SN T 74 9 9 | 9 1%
36 Hands, in Havana 97 Foot bottom 42 Boat paddle R e S“l‘“
37 James Bond’s creator, if he 98 “Well, I'll be!” 43 “Let’s shake hands!” Y o[i[L[s[old[3[7]o[oalulv[H]s|L]I 9 17 Z 9 L 9
had lived on the island of Ithaca? 99 Lace up, e.g. 46 eCsls ake hands: S : 3_: ; 4 AT :E ; i . i : ? ﬁ g f
42 German car company 100 The stress of being a —ano s(o/N|v WIEIN ' (oo I~ vl a0 LG €|¢ V9
' ? 47 In a little bit BNONCONCEINDEECE REGE |
44 Pulls on trailblazer’ N[1]a]3[H[o[L]I]d URE ENDENR Sudoku answer featured above
45 Theta leac-in 105 Opposed to, in Westerns j:g Earcel fout) 1 n|v/u|1s|v/ WO 1T vILspioos|  Crossword answer featured to
46 Egyptian -- (cat breed) 107 They stagnate during ggon LLEICCIEINE] ESRIREICIC] [CISIEIR the left.
recessions 51 Hwy. felony s[o[u]vIld]s]vigssTiwisTi [allo[s]i]o
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ATTORNEY AT LAaw

P.O. Box 8633
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DOINé WAt Is RIGHT AND | FL&IR ALV;IAYS MATTERS.
~ Even WHEN No ONE Is LooKING.

(478) 953-3661
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CAPITOL UPDATES

Georgia House and Senate Republicans on parallel course to reduce state income tax rate

A

By TY TAGAMI
Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — One thing
that Georgia's House and
Senate can agree on after
finishing the first round
of this year's legislative
session 1s that the state
income tax rate should
continue falling.

Last friday was the
deadline for lawmakers
to vote out the bills they
were most serious about,
moving them from the
House to the Senate and
vice versa.

The Senate had already
sent legislation to the
House last month that
would cut the income tax
rate to 3.99%.

On Friday, the House
kicked a bill to the Senate
with the same tax rate
reduction and with an
increase to the standard
deduction that was sim-
ilar to what was in the
Senate bill.

Rep. Shaw Blackmon,
R-Bonaire, the architect of
the House measure, said it
would cost the state $600
million in the first full
year of implementation.

Democrats ridiculed the
Republican plan, assert-
ing that two-thirds of the
tax cut would go to the
wealthiest fifth of the
population while leaving
less money for services,
such as education. Most
Georgians might see a
few hundred dollars while
the rich would get thou-
sands, said Rep. Sam
Park, D-Lawrenceville,
the House minority whip.

"We must stop these tax
cuts for the rich if we want
to 1ift all Georgians up."

Republicans flipped the
logic.

Rep. Chuck Martin,
R-Alpharetta, said that
if the top 20% would get
two-thirds of the benefit,
then they are paying that
same proportion of the
income tax now.

"The math goes both
ways," he said.

House Bill 880 then
passed 102-69.
It would reduce the

income tax rate a tenth
of a percentage point per
year, conditioned upon
continued growth in state
revenue, until the rate
reached 3.99%.

The current income tax
rate 1s 5.19%. But, last
month, state representa-
tives passed House Bill
1001, which would drop
it to 4.99% retroactive
to the start of this year.
If the Senate embraces
both, then it would take a
decade to reach 3.99%.

HB 880 would simul-
taneously increase the
standard deduction. It is
$12,000 for a single filer
now and would increase
$600 a year until reach-
ing $18,000 in a decade.
These numbers would
double for married couples
filing jointly.

This approach  dif-
fers only by degrees
from Senate Bill 477

passed by senators early
last month. Their
approach would reduce the
rate to 3.99% much soon-
er, by 2028. It would raise
the standard deduction a
little less, to $16,000 for
individuals and $32,000
for married couples.

That 3.99% rate was the
Senate's second priori-

Ashtin Barker/Capitol Beat

Sen. Blake Tillery, R-Vidalia, speaks about the state budget on the Senate Floor at the Georgia Capitol on Friday, Feb.

20.

ty, the first being Senate
Bill 476 to increase the
standard deduction to
$50,000 for individuals
and $100,000 for couples.

Tomakebothoptionspal-
atable, the Senate hand-
ed the House what Sen.
Blake Tillery, R-Vidalia,
the designer of the two
Senate bills, described as

n "olive branch."

He scooped out the
contents of two unrelat-
ed measures the House
had sent the Senate last
year and, like a baker fill-
ing a donut with custard,
squeezed in the language

from the two Senate bills.
House Bill 463 mirrors SB
477, and House Bill 134
copies SB 476.

So, now the House
has two bills that would
reduce the income tax
rate to 3.99% — one that
just reached the Senate
and another that just got
lobbed back from there.

Either by chance or
design (probably the lat-
ter), HB 463 — the bill the
Senate gutted before toss-
ing it back to the House
filled with a 3.99% income
tax rate— was originally
authored by Blackmon. He

1s the same state represen-
tative who rallied House
Republicans to send HB
880, for a 3.99% tax rate,
to the Senate on Friday.
There are bragging
rights on the campaign
trail for getting Dbills
passed, and all seats are
up for election this year.
Tillery, when he was
asked about HB 880 ver-
sus HB 463 outside the
Capitol Monday, echoed a
line that is often attribut-
ed to Harry S. Truman.
"There's no limit on
what you can accomplish
if you don't care who gets

the credit," said Tillery,
who is running for lieu-
tenant governor and has
spoken quite a bit about
the Senate Republicans'
tax cutting agenda. "I
don't care who gets the
credit.”

This article and pho-
tograph are available
through a partner-
ship with Capitol Beat
News Service, a proj-
ect of the Georgia Press

nonprofit,
Educational

Association's
tax-exempt
Foundation.
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Classified Deadlines: MON & THURS by 9AM - Place your classified ad
by Calling us at 1-478-987-1823 or email: anna@hhjonline.com

C K

Covering Houston

Geymotelexposure]
E@yd

County Since 1870

e WWw.hhjonline. com

(RFP) A1-26
Housing Authority Is
seeking proposals
for Legal services

/ General Counsel
Representation. The

4:30 pm.
For any further

out to Brenda Gay,

b.gay@facha.net or

202

201 S. Houston Rd.
Warner Robins, Ga.
31088

the positions of:

Leader
*Youth Minister
*Media Coordinator

(478)320-1754

Request for Proposals

Flint Area Consolidated

RFP A1-26 packages
will be ready to pickup
on Thursday, March 12.
The proposals are due
back on April 9, 2026 by

information please reach

Executive Administrative
Coordinator via email:

phone 478-472-8209 x

Greater Victory Church

We are looking to fill

*Praise and Worship

If interested please call

FOR SALE
Grooming Mower,

land pride, 2021 year

model.

60” cut. 3 point hitch,

less than 20 hours
of operation, still

under 5 year warranty,
excellent condition.

$2500.
Bill Houston
478-319-5152.

MULTIPLE YARD
SALE/ANTIQUES

March 13 Friday &

March 14 Saturday
Great Prices, Tools,

Furniture, Dishes
8 AM Until

2204 Hwy 41 S Perry

478-952-9314

LOCAL
MATTERS

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of

nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 3/15/26

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE
Don't let the stairs limit your

mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on

YARD AND
PARTIAL
ESTATE SALE

March 13th and 14th
7:30 am Until 5 Families
Must See, Mens, Ladies,

Kids, and Lots Kitchen
Things, Some Furniture
2420 US Hwy 341 N

Perry, GA

the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are |leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer — 5 screenings for
just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

the law. The law prohibits discrimi-

Georgia

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgla newspapers for only $350.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home
that needs to be dried, call 24/7:
1-833-871-2090. Have zip code of
service location ready when you
call!

ELECTRICAL SERVICES:
Reliable & experienced.
Competitive rates. From simple
household problems to installing

a brand new electrical system, we
can take care of it alll Call now
and have the zip code of the ser-
vice location when you call! 1-833-
399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or
an inspection today! 1-833-406-

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

0231 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America's Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

MISCELLANEOUS

¥YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social
and stress-free travel designed for
mature travelers. Our tours include
accommodations, transportation,
baggage handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional Tour
Director and select meals. For

a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-855-548-
2623

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed

and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a

free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup — Running or Not May
Qualify for Tax Deduction — Call
(888) 515-3813.

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/7T EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 425221
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
Mo repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-
641-6792
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Chamber welcomes Duck Donuts

Robins Regional Chamber

A sweet new spot for donuts has opened up in Warner Robins. To mark the occasion, Duck Donuts held a ribbon
cutting for their grand opening with the Robins Regional Chamber on March 10. The donut shop features delicious
made to order donuts, coffee drinks, milkshakes and much more. Waddle on over to 6011 Watson Blvd, Suite 300 and

try it for yourself!

BBB consumer alert: Beware of traffic citation scams

ecelving a notice
about an unpaid
traffic ticket can be

alarming. Unfortunately,
scammers know this and
are 1increasingly using
fake traffic citation notic-
es to pressure consum-
ers into paying fines that
don’t actually exist. The
Better Business Bureau is
warning consumers to be
cautious if they receive
unexpected messages
claiming they owe money
for a traffic violation.

Traffic citation scams
typically arrive by text
message, email, or auto-
mated phone call. The
message often claims that
you have an unpaid ticket,
toll violation, or citation
and warns that immediate
action is required to avoid
serious consequences.
These consequences may
include additional fines,
license suspension, vehi-
cle registration holds, or
even arrest warrants.

The message usually
includes a link directing
you to a payment website
or a phone number to
call to resolve the issue.
However, these links often
lead to fraudulent web-
sites designed to collect
your credit card informa-
tion or personal details,
such as your driver’s
license number.

How the Scam Works:

Scammers rely on
urgency and fear to con-
vince victims to act quick-
ly without verifying the
claim. A typical scam fol-
lows these steps:

First, the consumer
receives an unexpect-
ed message stating that
they have an unpaid traf-
fic ticket or toll violation.
The message may appear
to come from a local police
department, court system,
or department of motor
vehicles. In some cases,
scammers use technolo-
gy to spoof official phone
numbers or agency names,

making the message
appear legitimate.
Next, the message

warns that failure to pay
immediately will result
in penalties such as late
fees, license suspension,
or legal action. This pres-
sure is intended to make
recipients panic and pay
quickly.

Finally, the message
includes a link to a website
where the consumer is

KELVIN COLLINS

instructed to pay the fine.
These sites may look con-
vincing and include offi-
cial-looking logos or gov-
ernment language. Once
a victim enters payment
information, scammers
can steal funds and poten-
tially use the personal
information for identity
theft.

Red Flags to Watch For:

There are several warn-
ing signs that a traffic
citation notice may be a
scam:

*You receive a text mes-
sage demanding immedi-
ate payment for a traffic
violation.

*The notice contains a
link to an unfamiliar pay-
ment website.

*The message uses
threatening lan-
guage about license sus-
pension or arrest if pay-
ment isn’t made immedi-

ately.

*The sender requests
payment through gift
cards, wire transfers,
cryptocurrency, or pay-
ment apps.

*The notice does not
include official court docu-
mentation or instructions
for verifying the citation.

Government agencies
rarely send traffic ticket
notices through text mes-
sages with payment links.

How to Protect Yourself:

If you receive a message
claiming you owe money
for a traffic citation,
take a moment to veri-
fy the information before
responding. Avoid clicking
links in unexpected mes-
sages or emails. Instead,
navigate to the agency’s
website manually through
your browser.

Contact the court or
agency directly using the
official phone number list-
ed on its website. Many
courts and law enforce-
ment agencies provide
online systems that allow
you to look up citations
using your name, driver’s
license number, or ticket
number.

Consumers should also
remember that legitimate
government agencies
typically allow payment
through secure online
portals, mail, or in per-
son, not through unusual
payment methods like gift
cards or cryptocurrency.

What to Do if You Paid a
Scammer:

If you believe you have
fallen victim to a traffic
citation scam, act quickly.
Contact your bank or cred-
it card company to report
the fraudulent charge and
request that the transac-
tion be stopped if possible.
Monitor your financial
accounts closely for suspi-
cious activity.

You should also report
the scam to BBB Scam
Tracker, which helps
warn others and allows
law enforcement agencies
to identify emerging fraud
trends.

Stay Informed:

Scammers constantly
adapt their tactics, often
impersonating  trusted
organizations to make
their messages appear con-
vincing. Staying informed
and verifying unexpected
requests for payment can
help you avoid becoming
a victim.

If you receive a sus-
picious traffic citation
notice, take the time to
confirm it before taking
action. A few minutes of
verification can help pro-
tect your finances and
personal information.

Kelvin Collins is pres-
ident & CEO of the
Better Business Bureau
serving the Fall Line
Corridor, serving 77 coun-
ties in KEast Alabama,
West Georgia, Southwest
Georgia, Central Georgia,
East Georgia, and
Western South Carolina.
This tips column is provid-
ed through the local BBB

and the International
Association of Better
Business Bureaus
(IABBB). The Better

Business Bureau sets stan-

dards for ethical business
behavior, monitors com-
pliance and helps consum-
ers identify trustworthy
businesses. Questions or
complaints about a spe-
cific company or charity
should be referred direct-
ly to the BBB at Phone:
1-800-763-4222, Website:
BBB.org or E-mail: info@
centralgeorgia.bbb.org
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Robhins Financial Credit
Union announces
Jonathan Pitts as new
board member

&
ROBINSFina

Special to The Journal

WARNER ROBINS -
Robins Financial Credit
Union 1s pleased to
announce the appoint-
ment of Jonathan Pitts
to its Board of Directors.
Pitts previously served on
the credit union’s Audit
Committee, where he pro-
vided valuable oversight
and financial insight in
support of the organiza-
tion’s mission.

“Jonathan has already
demonstrated a strong
commitment to the credit
union through his service
on our Audit Committee,”
said Christina O’Brien,
President and CEO of
Robins Financial Credit
Union. “His leadership,
professional expertise
and passion for serving
our members and com-
munity make
excellent addition to our
Board of Directors. We
are excited to welcome
him into this role.”

gl

EDIT UN

es on building strong rela-
tionships and supporting
the health and work-
force needs of organiza-
tions across the region.
His professional experi-
ence, combined with his
commitment to commu-
nity service, brings valu-
able perspective to the
Robins Financial Board
of Directors.

As a board member,
Pitts will help guide the
strategic direction of the
credit union while ensur-
ing the organization con-
tinues to operate in the
best interest of its mem-
bers.

Robins Financial Credit
Unionisamember-owned,
not-for-profit, financial
cooperative committed
to upholding its mission
to be Member Focused.

C Financial Partners.
him an Community Proud.
Chartered in 1954 by

Robins Air Force Base
civilian and military
personnel, the financial

Pitts is the Director institution now serves
of Client Relations at more than 274,000 mem-
Piedmont Occupational bers across the state of

Medicine, where he focus-

Georgia and beyond.
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BANKS, VALERIA

BENNETT, SONNY

WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE HOUSTON WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE HOUSTON
HOUSTON COUNTY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE HOUSTON COUNTY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR FOR GIVING FALSE NAME, SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR BATTERY FAMILY VIOLENCE/
DOB, ADDRESS TO OFFICER CRIMINAL TRESPASS /DAMAGE/
THEFT BY SHOPLIFTING ST. CT VOP/THEFT BY VIOLATION OF FAMILY VIOLATION OF FAMILY
AND BENCH WARRANT. " TAKING. VIOLENCE ORDER.

BROOKS, DEWEY

CROSS, KENNETHY

VIOLENCE ORDER.

| = ﬂ

-

4

HOWARD, TODD
WANTED BY THE
HOUSTON COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR
THEFT BY TAKING-
FELONY.

MENDEZ-TOREZ, LUDWIN
WANTED BY THE
HOUSTON COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR
VIOLATION OF THE SEX
OFFENDER REGISTRY.

Individual, Call Our Tip Line at 478-742-2330 or 1-877-68 CRIME

DAVIS, MAKHI DAY, MARIAH DYER, LVAUNTCZ GRAY,ARCHIE

WANTED BY THE FORT VALLEY WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE

STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPOS HOUSTON COUNTY HOUSTON COUNTY HOUSTON COUNTY
POLICEDEPT FORBURGLARY: * gHER[FF’S OFFICE FOR ~ SHERIFF'S OFFICEFOR ~ SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY.2ND FELONY THEFT BY THEFT BY TAKING - FAILURE TO APPEAR/

DEGREE, AND CRIMINAL CONVERSION. FELONY. SIMPLE BATTERY.
TRESPASS.
; —— .

JONES, TYRA JORDAN, TRAVION KING, JAHEIM
WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE
HOUSTON COUNTY Sgggg}g%% IC:F%I;TF%R HOUSTON COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR
FOR BATTERY SUB BATTERYHSX@; HYSICAL SIMPLE BATTERY.
PHYSICAL HARM. :
cillarase,
GRS,

MULLIS, DESTINY

WANTED BY THE HOUSTON WANTED BY THE WANTED BY THE
COUNTY SHERRIF'S OFFICE HOUSTON COUNTY PEACH COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR
FOR THEFT BY TAKING - FLEEING OR ATTEMPTING INTERFERENCE WITH
FELONY. TO ELUDE POLICE
OFFICER - FELONY. GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
AND SUP. CT. VIOLATION
OF PROBATION.

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY TO PULL CRIMINALS OFF OUR STREETS! Macon Regional Crimestoppers is a local non-profit serving the
Bibb, Baldwin, Houston, Jones, Twiggs, Crawford, Monroe, and Peach regional areas. Through our deployed systems as well as the cooperation local
law enforcement agencies and the 911 Center, citizens in our community have a safe, secure, and confidential means to report crimes.

IF A “TIP” RESULTS IN AN ARREST - A REWARD WILL BE PAID TO YOU CONFIDENTIALLY AND ANONYMOUSLY!!

If You Have Information On The Whereabouts Of An Above Shown

i

PRATT, TAJDRICK WILLIAMS, MARCUS

54080_10
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HEMA provides tips as severe weather season approaches

Special to The Journal

As March continues to
unfold, most people in cen-
tral Georgia are thinking
about spring festivals, tack-
ling yard maintenance, and
planning for school spring
breaks. However, it would
be wise to also take a few
moments to prepare for
Georgia’s severe weather
season.

Spring severe weather
typically occurs from late
February into mid-May.
Primary hazards such as
damaging winds, large
hail, tornadoes, and flash
floods can result in signif-
icant disruption to daily
routines. In fact, Houston
County recently saw a tor-
nado warning the morning
of March 12.

Preparation is essential
and the Houston County
Emergency Management
Agency, HEMA, wants to
share a few reminders to
assist in preparing for the
season.

EMA Director Christopher
Stoner reminds residents
to have an emergency
plan, have multiple ways

to receive critical weather
information, and have an
emergency kit for your home
and/or business. Stoner also
reminds the populace to
review and update, if need-
ed, insurance coverage.

“The public should be
aware of the risks in their
area”, HEMA weather fore-
caster Roddy E. Nixon dJr.
states. Understanding the
risks will help you plan and
mitigate against the threats
that result from occurrences
such as large hail or poten-
tial damaging winds.

Deputy Director David
Newman highly encourag-
es county residents consid-
er signing up for Houston
Alerts so that they can
receive critical information
during emergencies.

Sign up at houstoncoun-
tyga.gov/government/hous-
tonalerts.cms.

Additionally, HEMA rec-
ommends that residents
visit the National Weather
Service Weather Safety site
(weather.gov/safety) and
ready.gov for assistance
with preparing an emergen-
cy plan and/or kit.

ADDRESS

From page 11

Patrick continued by
highlighting recent initia-
tives, including ongoing
development in Commercial
Circle, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, Haven
Hope House, and the city’s
InnoLab. She added that,
internally, the city was
working to foster open
communication between
departments.

"These accomplishments
represent more than just
milestones. They reflect
vision, perseverance and
what is possible when a
community unites for a
shared purpose,” she said.

When she took office in
2022, Patrick said the city
faced challenges: under-
paid staff, understaffed
departments, an IRS tax
lien, overdue audits, and
outdated software.

In her first term, the city
resolved the tax lien and
audits, raised city employ-
ee pay, 1ncreased police
staffing by nearly 25%,
nearly fully staffed the fire
department, and began
upgrading to a cloud-based
system.

On the community front,
Patrick pointed out that
the city also struggled with
blighted buildings, a grow-
ing homeless population,
and only one community
event.

Operation  Reawaken
cleared blighted buildings,
new vision renderings were
shared, and city events
expanded to about 22 annu-
ally, drawing up to 20,000
people for Independence

Day.
To address homeless-
ness, Patrick said the

city has built the Haven
Hope House, a shelter she
described as a place where

people can transform their
lives and become better cit-
izens.

The police launched a
Real-Time Crime Center
and plan to unveil a train-
ing center. Two firefighters
were recognized statewide
for their achievements.

Patrick said the -city’s
partnership with Ed Farm
opened the InnoLab, which
offers technology training
for all ages.

On upcoming projects,
she also provided updates
on the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, saying it is in
the design process and that
the city will move dirt later
this year.

The city also plans to
renovate Simpson Peavy
Park for the National Little
League and has launched
a new website, app, and
branding standards.

Looking forward, Patrick
reiterated her focus on
unity, progress, and inno-
vation by emphasizing
enhanced city services to
make citizen interactions
more positive and connect-
ed.

“Whenever you come in
contact with a city employ-
ee, city staff member, we
want you to feel pleased,
taken care of, happy and
joyous. So, we're going to
be intentional with every
single department, making
sure we drive that mission
home, so that you all are
happy about the service
you receive from us,” she
said.

Patrick said she intends
to expand the number and
reach of city events and to
implement programs over
the next year designed to
strengthen citizens’ sense
of community.

“Tensions are really
high right now across our
nation. I know [with] elec-
tion season, things are get-

ting crazy, things are hap-
pening, and it is not always
a nice feeling on the inside,
but this is not the time for
us to divide. We have to
unite and be one, because
that’s what our founding
fathers wanted,” she said.

Addressing infrastruc-
ture, Patrick spoke about
plans to tackle traffic con-
cerns, announcing that the
city is planning a shut-
tle service for essential
errands, such as work, doc-
tor’s appointments, or gro-
cery shopping.

Patrick noted
townhomes on Airmen
Boulevard, a possible
downtown master plan, and
upgrades to Perkins Park
as key economic develop-
ment efforts.

She emphasized that
many of the developments
are planned with the future
in mind, laying a strong
foundation for growth.

“Smart leadership always
looks beyond now, and
that’s one thing I can tell
you about all six of these
council members. They're
really dedicated to looking
at the future, even a future
that may be for our chil-
dren, our grandchildren,
that we won’t see,” she said.

To further plan for the
future, Patrick said the
city will work on a compre-
hensive plan and encour-
aged citizen input. She
also mentioned a youth
council and an internation-
al council, where younger
residents and citizens of
all backgrounds can make
their voices heard.

In  closing, Patrick
thanked her family, coun-
cil, city sponsors, Robins
Air Force Base, veterans
and civilians. She affirmed
that, as far as Warner
Robins i1s concerned, she
and the council are in it
together, working tirelessly

new

Brieanna Smith/HHJ

The Warner Robins Honor Guard presents the colors at the State of the City address

on Wednesday, March 11.

LARHONDA. W, PATRICK §

Brieanna Smith/HHJ

Warner Robins Mayor LaRhonda Patrick speaks at the State of the City address on
Wednesday, March 11.

to build a better city.
“Council and I are so
excited about  what’s
ahead,” she said. “We've
worked so hard to get to
where we are today, and

the best part about it 1is
that we've had so much fun
doing it. We work together.
I support them, and they
support me, and you all
support us. So that means

we're in this thing togeth-
er.”

See the full state of the
city address on the city’s
Facebook: facebook.com/

CityofWarnerRobins1

IVORY

From page 11

to call them, “grown men”,
Marquez and Marcus Ivory.
The oldest, Marquez, is a
teacher and football coach
at Northside High School.
Marcus is a pharmacist
working in Colorado. Ivory
and his two sons each grad-
uated and played football
at Northside High School.
Ivory is also a disabled
veteran who served in the
United States Army.

Ivory originally had no
intention of serving on the
Houston County Board of
Education. However, he got
some encouragement from
the man upstairs.

“One night, I was lying
in my bed, and I woke up
at about two or three in

the morning, and this voice,
which I knew was the Holy
Spirit, told me to run for
Board of Education,” he said.

Ivory didn’t think any-
thing of it until the next
night, when the same thing
happened once again. He
then contacted a friend and
Board member at the time,
Bryan Upshaw, to see how
to get started.

“T just felt like it was a
calling as I've been an edu-
cator in this county for a
long time,” he said. “TI've
taught school and coached
here for 25 plus years, and I
just know it is a great way to
give back.”

Ivory has served on the
Board of Education since
2022. He described being on
the Board as a good way
to serve the community. He
said their roles include set-

ting policy, procedures, and
budget, as well as managing
the Superintendent.

Ivory believes there 1is
unfinished business in the
Houston County School
District and would like to
see projects come to fruition
while serving on the Board.

“I feel like I can spearhead
some of these [projects], but
I cannot do it by myself as we
are a team,” he said. “I think
we all can agree we have
some unfinished business in
Houston County as much
as we're growing, especially
towards the south.”

Ivory mentioned the
construction of the STEM
Academy and Veterans
Middle School as major proj-
ects going forward. One of
his campaign goals when he
ran in 2022 was a greater
focus on STEM, and that

still holds true today.

One of Ivory’s main prior-
ities if reelected is to contin-
ue to work as a team along-
side the Superintendent.

“I  think our new
Superintendent Dr.
[Richard] Rogers is doing a
fantastic job, and his vision
for the county lines up with
the Board members and our
vision,” he said. “He’s assem-
bled a really good team for
his Executive Cabinet, and
we all work well together.”

Another priority is to
ensure that students are put
first. Ivory said that with-
out the students, they would
have nothing.

“They are our community
and the future of Houston
County,” he said.

Ivory described his lead-
ership style as being like a
quarterback. Coincidentally,

he played that quarterback
position at Northside High
School.

“In order to be in that posi-
tion, you have to be a leader.
I'm a vocal leader as you
gotta know when to talk and
when not to talk,” he said. “I
try to lead by example, and
I like to think I'm a good
family fan. We’re a home of
leaders and God has placed
us in leadership positions.”

Whenever Ivory is out in
the community, he always
likes to hear citizens’ input
on the school system.

“When people bring things
to me, I take them straight
to our Superintendent and
our Board,” he said. “I know
our Superintendent respects
me enough that he really
listens to the things I bring
back from the Houston
County community.”

Staying positive and shar-
ing the Superintendent’s
vision is what Ivory hopes
to achieve if he’s reelected
a second time. He believes
that if the Houston County
School District thrives, the
county will progress and
flourish.

“I think I'm a dependable
person and a really good
leader. You don’t get a lot
of half stuff from me. I'm
gonna shoot you straight
from the hip and tell you
what’s what,” he said.

Ivory’s goal by serving on
the Houston County Board of
Education has always been
to make Houston County the
best county in the State of
Georgia.

Ivory is running against
Andy Thomas. The general
primary election is May 19.
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Senate GOP targets data centers, Democrats arqgue bill doesn't go far enough

By TY TAGAMI
Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA —  The
Georgia Senate adopt-
ed legislation Friday that
would encourage judges
to think of regular people
when considering disputes
about contracts between
electric utilities and big
customers like data cen-
ters.

The legislation is aimed
at shielding residential
customers from Georgia
Power's costs to build new
power plants, transmission
lines and other infrastruc-
ture as it ramps up to feed
massive amounts of power
to future data centers.

Democrats rejected the
measure as fake protec-
tion.

Sen. Elena Parent,
D-Atlanta, characterized
Senate Bill 410 as "window
dressing," since it codifies
what state regulators at the
Public Service Commission
have already been writing
into contracts, rather than
demanding other protec-
tions.

Consumer advocates
have been critical of the
commission because it
voted in December to allow
Georgia Power to add 10
gigawatts of power for
data centers and because
it allowed six rate hikes in
recent years.

Critics contended that
the contract terms would
leave the public on the
hook for expansion costs
over the next half century
if data centers failed to
arrive in Georgia as prom-
ised — or left early.

"The public understands
what is going on here and
we are giving them the

middle finger," Parent
said.
Republicans heralded

SB 410 as an affordability
measure that would pro-
tect rate payers. It would
require that contracts
include terms "designed
to protect residential and
retail electricity customers
from costs associated with

Ashtin Barker/Capitol Beat
Sen. Matt Brass, R-Newnan, answers questions about Senate Bill 410 in the Georgia Capitol after the Senate passed
the legislation on Friday, March 6, 2026 . The bill addresses data center tax exemptions and sector effects on other
electricity ratepayers.

serving new large load cus-
tomers ... ."

Sen. Matt Brass,
R-Newnan, said critics of
the legislation misinter-
pret it because of their dis-
dain for Georgia Power, a
monopoly electricity pro-
vider to a substantial pro-
portion of the state popu-
lation.

"Don’t let your hate for
Georgia Power cloud your
judgment on what this bill
actually does," he said on
the Senate floor.

The bill attempts to fill
gaps that were opened
after Senate Bill 34, a mea-
sure that consumer advo-
cates praised, was heavily
amended. It initially pro-

hibited electric wutilities
from recovering costs for
serving data centers and
other high-demand cus-
tomers by raising rates
on everyone else, includ-
ing households and small
businesses. It was revised
by dropping the prohibi-
tion and leaving only the
requirement that utility
contracts protect residen-
tial and retail customers
from large load costs.

During a committee hear-
ing on SB 410 on Tuesday,
Brass explained that the
protective language in the
bill would not be in law,
but judges could find it in
the preamble to the legisla-
tion in case someone sued.

"It will be in the notes
to the code," he said. "And
the notes to the code can be
used by the courts to help
guide the courts' interpre-
tation of our law."

Sen. Chuck Hufstetler,
R-Rome, the author of SB
34, chairs the committee
that heard SB 410.

"The intent of the leg-
islature is here. It's not
codified into law, which
would be my preference,"
he said at the hearing.
"But it's basically what's
been worked out."

Sen. Mike Hodges,
R-Brunswick, a member
of the committee, asked
any lawyer on the panel to
explain the legal implica-
tions of a preamble.

Sen. Blake Tillery,
R-Vidalia, a lawyer,
explained that some courts
ignore legislative intent
while others consider it,
and those that do would
check the Legislature's
notes.

"So," asked Hodges, "it
might matter and it might
not?"

"That's
responded.

SB 410 would also abol-
ish tax exemptions for com-
puter equipment and other
technology used by future
data centers, although
existing centers could keep
their exemptions.

fair," Tillery

Sen. Sonya Halpern,
D-Atlanta, a member of
the committee, raised con-
cerns about that, saying
the tax breaks had been
"instrumental" in attract-
ing Fortune 500 companies
to Georgia.

Nonetheless, she voted
to pass SB 410 out of the
committee, which compris-
es several Democrats. The
vote was unanimous.

But on the Senate floor
Friday, Halpern and all the
other Democrats who chose
to vote went against SB
410. All Republicans voted
for 1t. It passed 32-21.

Later, Sen. Jason
Anavitarte, R-Dallas,
said Democrats had voted
against ending corporate
subsidies that would cost
the state general fund $1.3
billion.

"The Democrats can sit
there and debate all they
want, but that's what they
voted against ultimately,"”
he said in a meeting with

reporters.
Anavitarte, the Senate
majority leader, said

Republicans had just won
on the main issue for voters
this year, affordability. He
nodded to the major upset
in November when two
GOP members of the Public
Service Commission suf-
fered defeat by Democrats
who attacked them over
those half dozen electricity
rate increases. For the first
time in years, Democrats
were joining the five-mem-
ber commission, albeit as a
minority that would not be
in control.

Even so, Republicans saw
it as a warning for other
elections: take affordabili-
ty seriously.

"It's no secret. You all
know where the public
sentiment 1is," Anavitarte
said. "I know where it is in
my district. And people are
tired of politicians making
bad decisions. That's why
two members of the PSC
were un-elected — because
they did not vote in the
interests of Georgians.”

DAY

From page 14

“When the city provid-
ed the opportunity, I pre-
pared for it. I definitely
had family members and
personnel on the depart-
ment help me through it.
I applied, and I got picked
up,” she said.

Support from her family
has been crucial to Day
throughout her career.
She particularly credits
her husband and now

grown children, who fully
understood the schedule
and embraced military
life.

“When we first got
together, he was the one
in the Air Force, and it’s
my responsibility to take
care of family and sup-
port him. So, after my
kids were bigger and the
opportunity arose, he
stepped up and support-
ed me,” she said. “Being
a military brat, we have
irregular schedules, so
you make do with what

you have. But if you prior-
itize family, and it’s num-
ber one priority, you're
always going to make it
work for you.”

For Day, womanhood
isn’'t a setback; it’s a
source of confidence and
strength.

“We have a lot of
strengths that differ from
our male counterparts,
and I feel like it’s import-
ant to embrace those dif-
ferences and use them to
the best of our abilities,”
she said.

Day said her experi-
ence has helped her lead
with a non-traditional
and empathetic approach,
drawing on the unique
strengths she brings as a
woman.

“I find that being a
woman, being a moth-
er, has allowed me
to approach the job,
approach my coworkers,
and, more importantly,
approach the citizens that
I serve in the community.
With that kind of mind-
set, I feel like I'm more

approachable,” she said.

When Day joined the
department, she was the
only woman on staff.
Today, four women serve
the department, which she
describes as well-rounded
and supportive.

For her, supporting
other women 1s para-
mount, and when she
offers critical feedback,
she aims to uplift rather
than undermine.

“If we're honest with
each other and we're sup-
portive, that’s what sup-

porting women looks like
to me, celebrating all of
our accomplishments,”
she said.

Day’s advice to other
women 1s to always strive
for self-improvement.

“Challenge yourself to
remember your strengths,
embrace them and use
them in a positive man-
ner,” she said. “Don’t be
afraid to face your weak-
nesses or the things that
you’re not as good at.
Face them, correct them,
and make them better.”

SENTENCED

From page 14

a two-year span, the media
release says.

The victim disclosed the
abuse to a family friend
in 2022, at which point an
investigation was started
by the Houston County
Sheriff’s Office Juvenile
Investigations Division.
The investigation includ-
ed the child further dis-
closing during a foren-
sic interview conducted

by the Crescent House
Child Advocacy Center in
Macon.

The case was investigat-
ed primarily by then-dep-
uty Adrian Moss of the
Houston County Sheriff’s
Office, who is now with
the Georgia Bureau of
Investigation. Lusk was
prosecuted by Assistant
District Attorneys
Elizabeth E. McDaniel
and Brandi M. Holland
of the Houston Circuit
District Attorney’s Office.

McDaniel provided com-

ments on the case:

“As prosecutors
assigned to the Special
Victims Unit, Ms. Holland
and I take great pride in
representing the children
of Houston County and
being a voice for them. A
child’s safety is our top
priority. With this con-
viction, that safety 1is
restored for this victim,
and the defendant will
be unable to prey upon
any other children in this
community. I would like
to thank Special Agent

Adrian Moss and the
Crescent House Child
Advocacy Center for their
work on this case. Our job
is not possible without
the dedicated work of the
law enforcement agencies
and child advocacy cen-
ters in Houston County.”

District Attorney Eric
Z. Edwards also provided
comments:

“This conviction was
made possible because a
child found the courage
to speak up. Disclosing
abuse is one of the hard-

est things a child can
ever be asked to do, and
standing in a courtroom
to testify about it takes
extraordinary bravery.
That courage ensured that
the truth was heard and
that this defendant will
no longer have the oppor-
tunity to harm another
child. I am deeply grate-
ful to the jury for the seri-
ousness with which they
approached this case and
for the swift verdict they
returned after hearing
the evidence. I also want

to thank the investiga-
tors, the Crescent House
Child Advocacy Center,
and the prosecutors in
our Special Victims Unit
who work tirelessly to
protect the children of
this community. When a
child has been subjected
to abuse, our responsibili-
ty is to stand beside them
and make sure their voice
is heard. In this case, the
jury heard this child’s
voice loud and clear, and
justice was served.”

TASK FORCE

From page 14

This includes about 14
different law enforce-
ment agencies in middle
Georgia, Moulton said.
The Warner Robins Police
Department and Perry
Police Department will
also participate.

He shared GBI has its
leadership team in place,
including a special agent
and an assistant special
agent. An investigator will
operate under the task
force to assist HCSO and

other agencies as needed.

Moulton said this will
benefit the sheriff’s office
by allowing them to
expand their force from
a six-man narcotics unit
to approximately 30. He
shared that extra person-
nel are needed on certain
investigations.

The Warner Robins
Police Department will
be assigned two officers,
and the Perry Police
Department one, accord-
ing to documents.

Moulton also shared
that the partnership will

bring additional funding
to Houston County to con-
duct various investiga-
tions, helping to relieve
taxpayers’ burden.

He said drug trafficking
and activity are a problem
in Houston County. He
shared that drug traffick-
ers do not follow county
lines or city limit signs;
they operate everywhere.

In some cases, law
enforcement faces obsta-
cles like jurisdictional
issues. This partnership
will erase lines and allow
them to pursue drug traf-

fickers wherever they are.

According to Moulton,
there has not been an
increase in drugs and
gang violence in the coun-
ty; however, the numbers
remain steady.

“Any effort that we can
make to reduce the supply
and demand in Houston
County for illegal control
substances, it is a bene-
fit to the sheriff’s office
as well as the citizens of
Houston County for us to
take those opportunities,”
he said.

The investigator

assigned to HCSO has been
selected and will begin the
background process with
the GBI, a two to three-
week process, according
to Moulton. Once he has
been approved, he will
join the task force.
Moulton shared that he
likes the idea of the “force
multiplier” and being able
to tap into additional
resources when conduct-
ing investigations.
Moulton thanked GBI
Director Chris Hosey and
Governor Brian Kemp for
their vision and leader-

ship in recognizing the
need for the task force. He
said he appreciates their
willingness to involve the
sheriff’s office and looks
forward to improvements.

“The ultimate goal is to
disrupt and dismantle any
organization that traffics

illegal controlled sub-
stances here in Houston
County,” Moulton said.

“The long term goal is to
continue making Houston
County the safest com-
munity for us to worship,
raise a family, work and
play. That’s the goal.”
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Warner Robins second baseman Zakeion Porter (red) dives in attempt to stop a ground Demons catcher Brandon Massie (3) reaches out for the ball during the second inning
ball in the infield. of Warner Robins’ region loss to Benedictine.

Clay Brown/HHJ
Demons third baseman Cameron Wilder (red) slings the ball to first base on the move,
trying to beat out a Benedictine runner.

Clay Brown/HHJ
Warner Robins shortstop Drew White (red, center) slides into third base early in the
Demons’ region game against Benedictine, a 19-2 loss.
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Clay Brown/HHJ
Benedictine’s Noah Harris threw four innings and struck out six batters during the
Cadets’ 19-2 region win against Warner Robins.
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Caleb Woodard follows through on a swing during the early innings of a region aco’:n:,est C A L L TO Boo K TO D AY!
against Benedictine.
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THE DROUGHT IS OVER

Northside beats Lee County for first region victory since 2019

Clay Brown/HHJ

Northside senior Emerson Rugama threw 104 pitches through seven innings and struck
out nine batters during the Eagles’ 4-3 victory over Lee County. Rugama was also 2-for-
3 at the plate to help push Northside to their first region win since 2019.

By CLAY BROWN
HHJ Sports Editor
clay@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS —
Northside baseball has
seen some truly dark times.

Just three years ago when
Joey Walker took over the
program the Eagles went
3-27 — the fewest wins in
a season in the MaxPreps
era.

He had to start from
scratch, teach high school
kids how to play baseball
the right way. There was
little payoff and a lot of
turbulence, but this year
something has finally start-
ed to click.

Those kids that won just
three games out of 30 in
2023 secured the Eagles’
(10-5, 1-3 Region 2-5A)
first region win in seven
years on Tuesday with a
4-3 defeat of Lee County
(8-5, 1-3 Region).

“Year one we were like,

[3-27]. We won the first
game and then after that it
was just punch in the face
[after punch in the face],”
Walker said. “To see those
same set of seniors, who
were playing a lot as fresh-
men then, come out and
just play their tails off. Do
everything we ask them to
do for four years, some of it
they hated.”

“We’ve lost some guys
along the way that couldn’t
hold up to the standard
that we were trying to
establish here and to see
those guys get rewarded
for their hard work and to
see a really great ball game
get played out here. For us
to come out on the winning
side of that finally is, man,
it’s a lot. It’'s awesome. God
is good,” He continued.

Senior Emerson Rugama
was the highlight of the
night.

Rugama pitched all seven
innings and came up with

some gritty strikeouts to
help close the game and get
his tally to nine.

Two-hole hitter Nathan
Taczy was up with two outs
in the top of the seventh
to keep Lee County alive.
After taking the first ball
and strike he fouled off two
pitches before Rugama fin-
ished him off with a fast-
ball.

He threw 104 pitches
but was also 2-for-3 at the
plate, scoring two runs
himself.

“Coming into the last
inning we were over there
talking, ‘Whoever’s got the
most guts is about to win
this game,” Walker said.
“I looked at coach [Tyler]
Wilson, our pitching
coach, and I said, Tl take
[Emerson Rugama] over
anybody right now.”

“He’s a headache some-
times to coach, he’s a little
crazy, he’s a little kooky,
but [he’s] one of my favorite

kids in the world, I'd take
him home with me today,”
Walker continued. “He
talked to me in the third
inning when he wasn’t
elite yet on the mound...He
pulled it back together.”

The Trojans opened the
game with a RBI single and
two-run home run to take a
3-0 lead. In previous years
that alone has been enough
for Northside to check out
and let the opponent run
away with the game.

Instead, in the bottom of
the first, Taylor Hall drew
a hit-by-pitch and two
at-bats later Daniel Valdes
doubled on a line drive
to right field and scored
Rugama and Hall to cut
into the deficit.

As the top of the lineup
came back around in the
third inning, Hall’s ground
out scored one run and
Jeremiah Rozier’s took the
lead for what would be the
rest of the game.

The important thing for
Northside was holding
on to that lead especially
when the offense dried up.

Walker and his staff tried
to keep their messaging
consistent in the last few
innings to not spook the
players.

“We still are a program
learning how to win,”
Walker said. “We saw last
week, one bad inning, the
wheels could fall off. So I
think the consistency piece
is what’s next...I think you
could see from the excite-
ment [tonight] that they
weren’t so sure, but I'm
hoping now they’ll see the
kind of team they really
are, the team [Houston
County head coach Matt
Hopkins] told them last
week about.”

The one blight on an oth-
erwise celebratory night
was the bottom of the line-
up, who finished O0-for-8
and accounted for all five of
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Clay Brown/HHJ
Northside head coach Joey Walker (blue) laughs off a slight Gatorade bath after the
Eagles’ first region win since 2019, a 4-3 final against Lee County. Jeremiah Rozier (10)
missed most of Walker, but managed to get a few trickles down his back.

Northside’s strikeouts.
“We've got two freshmen
who are taking some lumps
right now. We've got Jacob
Cancerin down there and
Jeremy Snelling,” Walker
said. “I just told them, ‘I
love watching y’all play...
you're figuring it out, you
ain’t got a clue what’s going
on right now...” So it’s just
some growing pains there.
I think if we can get them
going, you know region
pitching is a whole lot dif-
ferent than the middle
school pitching they saw
last year...then we can get
it back over to the top of
the lineup with the guys
that really do consistently
put the ball in play and do
some damage.”
UP NEXT
Northside

and Lee

County will face off again
in the doubleheader on
March 13.
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