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‘We are not going to let evil take over Houston County’
Officer, woman shot after response to a domestic disturbance on Rose Street on Thursday

Mayor J. Micheal Evans looks forward 
to first full year as Mayor of Centerville

Perry woman pleads guilty to possession of methamphetamineWarner Robins police seeking information 
on unsolved homicide from 1984

Courtesy: Museum of Aviation 

In this month’s This is Robins, we highlighted the Museum of Aviation’s Run for 
Aviation race and fundraiser as it reaches its 30th annual this weekend. Read more 
about the race and fundraiser in our This is Robins section starting on B1. 
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WARNER ROBINS— An 
officer and woman are in 
critical condition after an 
incident on the 100 block 
of Rose Street on Thursday 
morning. 

Law enforcement was on 
scene for multiple hours 
attempting to appre-
hend 21-year-old Rashaun 
Williams, who was barri-
caded inside the building. 

According to Warner 
Robins Police Chief Wayne 
Fisher, officers responded to 
a domestic disturbance call. 
He said call takers could 
hear an altercation between 
the caller and Williams. 

At approximately 8:39 
a.m., an officer was shot 
when approaching the 
home. The 31-year-old 
woman was also shot during 
the altercation. 

The Houston County 
Sheriff’s Office, members of 
the Perry Police Department 

and Centerville Police 
Department responded in 
a unified manner, Fisher 
said. 

When seeing the gravity 
of the situation, the Houston 
County SWAT Team was 
called to the scene. 

At 9:07 a.m., Fisher 
called the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigations, who is 
currently investigating the 
incident. Then at 11:09 
a.m., Willams was taken 
into custody. 

The officer is 35 years old 
and has been with WRPD 
for eight years, Fisher men-
tioned. 

“I ask for the victim’s fam-
ily as well as the officer who 
is a victim of the situation 
that we as a community 
keep them in prayer and 
thoughts,” he said. 

He also shared he is 
grateful to have a unified 
law enforcement. Sheriff 
Matt Moulton also provid-
ed his comments saying the 
community is shaken by the 
incident. 

“The officer that was 
involved in this was doing 
the job that we ask him to 
do every day. To wake up, 
put his badge on, to go and 
face danger to protect this 
community. He was doing 
what we asked him to do,” 
he said. 

Moulton shared they will 
continue to support the local 
police departments and the 
community. 

“To the citizens of Houston 
County, I pledge that we 
are not going to let evil take 
over Houston County,” he 
said. 

District Attorney Eric 
Edwards also provided 
his comments saying he is 
thankful to be a part of 
the effort to keep Houston 
County a safe place to live. 

Governor Brian Kemp 
shared a statement on his 
social media: 

“Marty, the girls, and I 
are praying for the Warner 
Robins Police Department Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

There was heavy law enforcement in the area of Redmond Drive and Rose Street due 
to the incident. See OFFICER page 2A
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CENTERVILLE — In 
2026, J.Micheal Evans will 
serve his first year as Mayor 
of Centerville. 

Evans took office after he 
won a Special Election in 
June after former Mayor 
John Harley’s retirement. 
He then ran for Mayor again 
in November 2025 and won 
the race unopposed. 

Since then, Evans has 
held true to his campaign 
goals, one of which was to 
focus on public safety. He 
said there was an issue in 
the police department as 
there were several openings 
available. 

“Over the last six or seven 
months, Chief [Cedric] 
Duncan and his staff have 
been very successful in fill-
ing those slots,” he said. “I 
believe we [now] only have 

one open slot in the police 
department.” 

The same can be said 
for the Centerville Fire 
Department as Evans 
shared they only have one 
or two spots still open. 

The city has also achieved 
and started much needed 
road projects during Evans’ 
short time as Mayor. 

“We were able to pave 

Collins Avenue all the 
way from Elberta Road 
[to] Wilson Drive all the 
way around Houston Lake 
[Road], which is an area 
that really needed work 
on,” he said. “Then you see 
the project that’s going on 
Wilson Drive as far as wid-
ening that road, and that 
project is well underway.” 

Evans hopes the Wilson 
Drive road widening will 
be finished in the next 12 
months.

Overall, Evans placed his 
public service to the citizens 
of Centerville in the high-
est regard. He said their 
biggest accomplishment 
over the past year was their 
investment in public safety. 

“We want citizens in 
Centerville to feel safe in 
their neighborhoods and 
in the public spaces,” he 
said. “Making sure that 

Evans

See EVANS page 3A
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PERRY — Kristin Nicole 

Smith, 39, of Perry pleaded 
guilty to possession of meth-
amphetamine with the intent 
to distribute on Monday. She 
was sentenced to a total of 20 
years with the first 12 to be 
served in prison. 

According to a media 
release from the Houston 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, the case originated 
from an investigation by the 
Houston County Narcotics 
Division of Smith selling 
methamphetamine in 2023. 
Investigator Austin Smith 
conducted a “controlled buy 
of narcotics” from Smith at 
her residence in February 
2023.  The release said the 
Sheriff’s Office then issued a 
search warrant. 

Officers on the premises 
located a large amount of 
methamphetamine, marijua-
na, digital scales, packaging 
materials among other drug 
paraphernalia. 

“When questioned, Smith 

admitted knowledge of the 
methamphetamine and mar-
ijuana inside of her resi-
dence,” the release said. 

Smith had a total of 
191.246 grams, the DA’s 
office said. She was prose-
cuted by Assistant District 
Attorney Lina Khan Leh who 
provided comments: 

“The District Attorney’s 
Office would like to thank 

Investigator Austin Smith 
and the dedicated work of 
the Houston County Sheriff’s 
Office Narcotics Division for 
their work on this case,” she 
said. “The Houston County 
District Attorney’s Office is 
committed to holding drug 
dealers accountable.”

District Attorney Eric 
Edwards also said a few 
words regarding the case: 

“Distributing large quan-
tities of methamphetamine 
causes enormous harm to 
individuals, families, and 
the broader community. This 
sentence reflects the serious-
ness of that conduct and the 
danger posed by high-level 
drug distribution,” he said. 
“I appreciate the work of the 
Houston County Sheriff’s 
Office Narcotics Division 
and the careful prosecution 
of this case by Assistant 
District Attorney Lina 
Leh. Our office will contin-
ue to aggressively pursue 
accountability for those who 
profit from putting danger-
ous drugs into our commu-
nity.”

Smith

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer

sandra@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — 
The Warner Robins Police 
Department is currently 
looking for information 
on an unsolved homicide 
that happened on May 28, 
1984. 

A reward of $8,000 is 
being offered by the 
Houston County District 
Attorney’s Office through 
the Macon Regional 
Crimestoppers. 

According to a media 
release, officers were dis-
patched to North First 
Street, now Armed Forces 
Boulevard near the old 
train depot, in reference 
to a deceased person.

When officers arrived, 
they found the body of 
67-year-old Edward 

Hanley who was badly 
beaten. Robbery was the 
apparent motive for the 
murder. 

At the time of the inci-
dent, Hanley was living at 
a boarding house at 106 
Young Avenue. 

It was discovered that 
Hanley had left a bar on 
South First Street and was 
likely walking back to the 
boarding house when he 
was attacked, the media 
release says. 

Anyone with informa-
tion is encouraged to con-
tact Lt. Justin Clark with 
the Warner Robins Police 
Department Criminal 
Investigations Division 
at (478) 302-5380. It is 
also encouraged to con-
tact the Macon Regional 
Crimestoppers at 1-877-
68CRIME. 
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COMMUNITY

Perry High School Class of 1976
Bi-Centennial Reunion Weekend

“Celebrating 50 Years of Achievement and Excellence”

September 11–13, 2026
Fri, Sept 11
• Perry High Campus Tour – 3:00 PM
• Welcome Reception – 6:00 PM at Orleans on Carroll, Perry, GA

Sat, Sept 12
• Fun in the Park – 11:00 AM–3:00 PM at Rozar Park, 
  1060 Keith Rd - Music • Games • Food Trucks • Line Dancing
• Reunion Dinner & Banquet – 6:00 PM at Perry Event Center,   
  1121 Macon Rd

Sun, Sept 13
• Worship Service – 10:00 AM hosted by Pastor John & 
   Cheryl Burden-Simpson
• No-Host Brunch – Following service at a local Perry eatery

RSVP by March 31, 2026
Payment Due by May 29, 2026

For more information, contact Regina Ford at 478-987-0257 or email perryhighschool76@gmail.com &
 visit the Reunion Social Media Page @ Perry High School Class of 76 Reunion News

Let’s honor our legacy, 
reconnect with friends, 
and celebrate the spirit 

of Perry High!
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$100.00 per person | $150.00 per couple
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VECTR partners with national organization 
to offer free career transition services
By SANDRA HERNANDEZ

HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

CITY — The Georgia 
Veterans Education Career 
Transition Resource Center 
announced their new part-
nership with Still Serving 
Veterans on Tuesday. 
The partnership aims to 
strengthen free career tran-
sition services to veterans, 
service members and mili-
tary spouses.

Still Serving Veterans is a 
national organization based 
in Huntsville, Ala. 

Chief Operating Officer 
of the VECTR Center Don 
Layne met Dave Lakin, 
Director of Veteran Career 
Transitions at SSV, during 
an event in Columbus, Ga. 
After having a conversation 
together, Layne realized 
they had the same goals. 
They then started planning 
to offer SSV offices at the 
center. The partnership was 
then born.

“[Still Serving Veterans’] 
whole goal is to help that 
transitioning active duty 
person or a veteran that is 
job searching [to] find that 
job that’s right for them,” 
Layne said. “Find the job 
that they need to fill and 
can help support their life 
or their family.”

The event highlighted 
services offered by SSV 
including resume develop-
ment, military-to-civilian 
skill translation, interview 
preparation and job search 
strategy, while the VECTR 
Center offers training and 
developing skills. 

The center has also offered 
resume classes, but with 
the SSV taking over those 
services, there will be an 
improvement and will allow 
the center to focus more on 

workforce development. 
“We still focus on work-

force development for 
the high needs of Middle 
Georgia [and] the jobs that 
need to be filled in Middle 
Georgia. Marrying those 
two together is just perfect,” 
he said. 

Layne shared at VECTR 
they train people in weld-
ing, HVAC repair, Artificial 
Intelligence, robot-
ics and manufacturing. 
There are approximate-
ly 16 Department of War 
Skillbridge programs, and 
11 of those are taught reg-
ularly. 

“That’s our goal, work-
force development, by get-
ting these veterans and 
active duty service mem-
bers jobs,” he said. 

During their cohorts, stu-
dents will be encouraged to 
visit one of the SSV offices to 
further help their transition 
into civilian life. There will 
also be counselors available, 
who are veterans as well. 

Layne believes the SSV 
being a national organiza-
tion is a benefit because 
most of the retiring active 
duty members are not stay-
ing in the area. Therefore, 
they will still have connec-
tions to their services. 

Lakin shared his excite-
ment about the partnership 
and to offer their services to 
those who need it. 

“The work that we do, our 
mission meshes so well with 
what the VECTR Center 
does. We’re glad that they 
accepted us to be partners 
here. It was space to do 
what we do,” he said. 

As a veteran, Layne 
shared getting out of active 
duty can be one of the scar-
iest times in their life. He 
said no matter their career, 

success level or training, it 
is still “nerve wracking.”

Lakin said people are 
usually nervous about the 
job search, especially in the 
current job market. 

“Those are all things that 
we get. The best thing is 
the opportunity to take that 
weight off your shoulders,” 
he said. 

Layne said the military 
does not train active duty 
members for a civilian job or 
how to find a job. However, 
the VECTR Center and SSV 
will give them the skills 
needed to navigate the tran-
sition into civilian life. 

“That’s what we’re here to 
do,” he said. 

The VECTR Center 
is located at 1001 South 
Armed Forces Boulevard. 
To find out more, visit their 
website:https://gavectr.org/. 

Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

Chief Operating Officer of the VECTR Center Don Layne (right) and Director of Veteran Career Transitions at Still 
Serving Veterans Dave Lakin (left) announcing their partnership on Tuesday.

Officer who was shot 
and injured in the line of 
duty this morning. Our 
police and first responders 
regularly put themselves 
in harm’s way to protect 
their fellow Georgians, 
and it is our responsibility 
to support them and stand 
with them as they bravely 

answer that call to duty.” 
Warner Robins Mayor 

LaRhonda Patrick also 
posted a statement on 
social media: 

“City Council and I 
are lifting up one of our 
injured Warner Robins 
police officers who was 
injured in the line of duty 
today. Every day, our men 
and women in blue step 
forward with courage and 

commitment to protect 
our community, and that 
sacrifice never goes unno-
ticed. Please join us in 
praying for his full and 
swift recovery, strength in 
his family, and support for 
the entire Warner Robins 
Police Department and 
our City of Warner Robins 
family.” 

OFFICER
From page 1A		
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CALENDAR

Community 
Calendar

Email 
your 

information 
to:

brieanna@hhjonline.com

478-987-1823
1210 Washington St.

Perry

Wine and 
Cheese Tasting
The Episcopal Church 

Women’s (ECW) at  All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 
located at 1708 Watson 
Blvd, Warner Robins, is 
hosting our Annual Wine 
and Cheese Tasting on Feb 
13, 2026, starting at 7:00PM 
in our Parish Hall.

Various wines, craft beers, 
and cheeses from around 
the world are available for 
tasting and enjoyment.  In 
addition, there is a Silent 
Auction and door prizes. 

This event is one of our 
major Episcopal Church 
Women’s (ECW) fund-
ing sources for the many 
Outreach Programs spon-
sored by All Saints.

Tickets are $30.00 per per-
son and can be purchased 
at the church office. Please 
contact the church office 
at 478-923-1791 for more 
information and tickets.

Perry High School 
Class of 1976
Bi-Centennial 

Reunion Weekend

Theme:  “Celebrating 50 
Years of Achievement and 
Excellence”

Panthers of ’76—It’s Time 
to Celebrate! Join us for a 
once-in-a-lifetime celebra-
tion of our 50-Year Reunion!

Reunion Weekend: 
September 11–13, 2026

Events All Weekend 
RSVP by March 31, 2026
Payment Due by May 29, 

2026
For more informa-

tion  Contact  Regina 
Ford  at  478-987-0257  or 
email  perryhighschool76@
gmail.com  and visit 
the  Reunion Social Media 
Page  Perry High School 
Class of 76 Reunion News.

75th 
Anniversery 
Celebration

"All Saints Episcopal 
Church, located at 1708 
Watson Blvd, Warner 
Robins is excited to cele-
brate our 75th Anniversary 
on February 1st, 2026. 
The Right Reverend 
Robert Wright, the Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Atlanta will be joining 
us for Sunday Worship at 
10:15AM, February 1st, 
with Confirmation and 
Reaffirmation followed by 
a Reception in our Parrish 
Hall."   

Houston County Celebrates Earth 
Day

 
PERRY, GA – Houston County will celebrate Earth 

Day on April 18, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 
Houston County Extension Pavilion in Perry. This free 
family event will offer learning stations, craft projects, 
educational exhibits, face painting, and more.

  Two exhibitors will bring wildlife and be available to 
answer questions. Vendors will also be onsite to offer a 
variety of items for sale, including plants.

         Morgan Grizzle, Houston County ANR Agent, said, 
“This all-ages event will feature fun, educational activities 
for the entire family! Our goal is to help our community 
understand how each of us plays a role in Earth’s bigger 
picture. Earth Day isn’t just about recycling or picking 
up litter, although these are important. It also includes 
topics like septic systems, production agriculture, invasive 
plants, animals, weather, and so much more. We hope 
everyone will join us for a fun-filled family day and leave 
having learned something new along the way!”

  Earth Day has been observed since 1970 to promote 
protecting the environment and raise awareness about pre-
serving Earth's resources. The Houston County Extension 
Pavilion is located at 2030 Kings Chapel Road in Perry. For 
more information, call the extension office at 478-987-2028. 
To learn more about the UGA Extension office, visit www.
extension.uga.edu.

Senior Health 
Expo

Bloom Events and 

Marketing will be hosting 

Matters of the Heart, a 

Senior Health Expo from 

Feb 10, 2026, at 10 am to 1 

pm at the Georgia National 

Fairgrounds Miller Murphy 

Howard Building. The event 

is free of charge and vendors 

deadline is Feb. 4, 2026. 

For more information, email 

info@bloomeventsandmar-

keting.com or call 478-303-

0691. 

American 
Heritage Girls 

Meeting

A  new Chapter 
of  American Heritage 
Girls  has begun meeting 
in Perry at 208 Langston 
Road.  Meetings are held on 
Mondays at 6:15 pm.    AHG 
is a Christ-centered charac-
ter and leadership develop-
ment program for biological 
girls ages 5-18.   It is dedi-
cated to building women of 
integrity through service to 
God, family, community and 
nation through hundreds of 
badge programs.   There are 
currently more than 1,700 
chapters in the United 
States.   For further infor-
mation call or text 910-
381-7419 or  AHGGA0208@
gmail.com

Shiloh Baptist 
Church

Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Elk, Georgia

Celebrates Pastor 
Roosevelt McWilliams' 2nd 
Pastor Appreciation

Sunday, February 15, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m.

Guest Speaker will be Rev. 
Derrell McIntosh of Green 
Grove Baptist Church

Everyone is invited to 
attend.

AARP Tax-Aide
AARP Tax-Aide will be 

doing free tax preparation 
in Perry, Warner Robins 
and Fort Valley. AARP 
membership is not required. 

AARP Tax-Aide will be 
offering free tax service 
at the Perry Library on 
Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. by appointment 
only. Drop by the Perry 
Library to sign up for an 
appointment starting on 
Feb.4, 2026.

AARP Tax-Aide will be 
offering free tax service at 
the Warner Robins Senior 
Center (152 Maple Street) 
Monday to Friday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. by appoint-
ment only starting on 
Feb.2, 2026. Schedule your 
appointment at: AARP.
org/taxaide for the Warner 
Robins site or call 478-322-
0269 for assistance. 

AARP Tax-Aide will offer 
free tax service at the Fort 
Valley Library on Tuesdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. by 
appointment only. Drop by 
the FV Libray to sign up for 
an appointment starting on 
Feb.3, 2026.

Concert by 
TAKE3 

The Warner Robins 
Community Concert 
Association is hosting a con-
cert featuring a genre-de-
fying trio with a flair for 
the wild and unexpected 
(think rock meets Bach).  
Sunday, Feb. 1, at 3:00 p.m.  
Admission:   Adults $18; 
students are FREE!   First 
United Methodist Church, 
205 N. Davis Dr., Warner 
Robins 31093.

If you have any questions, 
please call me at 1-478-923-
0787.  Your consideration of 
our request is appreciated.

ABBINGTON AT GALLERIA 
MALL APARTMENTS

2970 WATSON BLVD
CENTERVILLE, GA 31028

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-5PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 478-845-7575

1, 2, & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

APARTMENT AMENITIES
INCLUDE:
• Full Furnished Kitchen      
  including Refrigerator with 
  Ice maker, Built in 
  Microwave, Stove,       
  Dishwasher, Garbage 
  Disposal, and Pantry
• Washer & Dryer 
   Connections
• Walk-In Closets
• Central Heating & Air
• Spacious Living Area

COMMUNITY AMENITIES
INCLUDE:
• Clubhouse
• Sheltered Gazebo
• Computer Center with 
   Internet
• Fitness Center
• On-Site Laundry Facilities
• Picnic and BBQ Area
• Playground
• Exercise Room
• Covered Pavilion
• Garden Plots

TDD RELAY # 1-800-735-2962
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in real estate related transactions, 
or in the terms of conditional of such a transaction, race, color, religion, sex, 

disability, familial status, or national origin. The Federal agency that is responsible 
for enforcing this law is the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

If a person believes that they have been discriminated against in violation of 
this law, they should contact the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban of 

Development, Washington, DC 20410 or call (800) 669-9777.” 54
59
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ABBINGTON AT GALLERIA 
MALL PHASE 2
APARTMENTS

2972 WATSON BLVD
CENTERVILLE, GA 31028

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-4:30PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 478-845-7575

1, 2, & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

APARTMENT AMENITIES
INCLUDE:
• Full Furnished Kitchen      
  including Refrigerator with 
  Ice maker, Built in 
  Microwave, Stove,       
  Dishwasher, Garbage 
  Disposal, and Pantry
• Washer & Dryer 
   Connections
• Walk-In Closets
• Central Heating & Air
• Spacious Living Area

COMMUNITY AMENITIES
INCLUDE:
• Clubhouse
• Sheltered Gazebo
• Computer Center with 
   Internet
• Fitness Center
• On-Site Laundry Facilities
• Picnic and BBQ Area
• Playground
• Exercise Room
• Covered Pavilion
• Garden Plots

TDD RELAY # 1-800-735-2962
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in real estate related transactions, 
or in the terms of conditional of such a transaction, race, color, religion, sex, 

disability, familial status, or national origin. The Federal agency that is responsible 
for enforcing this law is the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

If a person believes that they have been discriminated against in violation of 
this law, they should contact the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban of 

Development, Washington, DC 20410 or call (800) 669-9777.” 54
59
8_
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we have police officers 
on the road patrolling and 
being able to respond to any 
calls they get is really a big 
accomplishment.” 

Evans pointed out that 
with where the city is going, 
they have changed their 
mindset in customer service 
with their employees. He 
hopes that sentiment gets 
reciprocated by the citizens. 

“If you’re working a street 
crew and someone comes 
up to and talks to you, we 
expect you to treat them 
with respect or if you’re 
working in the city clerk’s 
office or water department 
and somebody comes in 
and asks a question, we 
expect you to treat them 
with respect,” he said. 
“Conversly, we expect our 
citizens to do the same. 
That has been our focus, 
and I think we’ve been very 
successful at that.” 

One big challenge Evans 
has faced is the moving 
of the Recycling Center. 
Evans said there were a 
lot of issues dealing with 
that including the city not 
accepting plastic anymore. 
He learned they were being 
dumped at the landfill and 
not being recycled, which he 
didn’t believe was fair to the 
citizens. 

“Explaining that to people 

and helping them under-
stand why that decision 
was made has really been a 
challenge,” he said. “I think 
we’re being successful in 
getting the word across.” 

Looking forward to the 
rest of 2026, Evans said 
the city is currently putting 
together their event calen-
dar for the year. He is most 
looking forward to the July 
4th celebration. 

“Our country will be cel-
ebrating 250 years, and 
that’s a big deal,” he said. 
“We’re going to make sure 
that we treat it like that, 
and in Centerville we’re 
going to have a big celebra-
tion.” 

Evans said the plan is to 
have the celebration on July 
3 to not “bump heads” with 
nearby cities. 

Evans also mentioned 
they have a full city council 
to serve the citizens. 

“All posts are filled, and 
I’m looking forward to work-
ing with the city council on 
making sure that the citi-
zens of Centerville have the 
services that they expect,” 
he said. 

Making sure city facilities 
are at their highest quality 
is something Evans thinks 
they can build off upon. He 
said they want to make sure 
that Center Park can main-
tain its place in the city cen-
ter for years to come. 

Evans shared they also 
have future plans in the 

SPLOST and are in talks 
to put an amphitheater in 
Center Park.  

“We’re going through the 
design process and we’re 
going to have to go through 
a construction process, so 
I’m hoping that we get that 
started this year,” he said. 

Evans mentioned the 
streets of Centerville could 
use some improvement. He 
said the roads are highly 
traveled and there aren’t 
many sidewalks in the city. 

“[Myself] along with staff 
are looking for funding 
sources [such as] grants, or 
matching grants so that we 
can start working on those 
projects.” 

Personally, Evans hopes 
to stay healthy and take 
care of himself in 2026 while 
also being able to enjoy time 
with his wife and family. 

“From a city perspective, 
my New Year’s Resolution 
and ours as a whole is to 
make sure that Centerville 
is an environment that is 
inviting, attractive, a place 
that people want to come 
to enjoy the amenities and 
live in,” he said. “Also, that 
we make sure to take care 
of our city employees and 
make sure that they take 
care of the citizens.”  

EVANS
From page 1A		
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One Year to Live

Talking about past experiences with my son
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www.hhjonline.com

A division of the Georgia Trust for Local News
 

 
  

 
  

 

Our Goal

In county - $88

Out of County or State - $98
Online Access only - $58

Share Your Viewpoint

 brieanna@hhjonline.com, mail it to Houston Home Journal at 1210 

writer’s name, address and telephone number (the last two not to be 

P.O. Box 1910
1210 Washington Street, Perry, GA 31069

478-987-1823

Clay Brown
Sports Editor

clay@hhjonline.com
Diana Busby
Anna Carter

anna@hhjonline.com

Don Moncrief
Publisher

publisher@hhjonline.com

Brieanna Smith
Managing Editor

brieanna@hhjonline.com

Lori Kovarovic

lori@hhjonline.com

DuBose Porter
Executive Director

Pam Burney
General Manager

The Houston Home Journal is published for the citizens of Houston and 
surrounding counties by a division of The Georgia Trust for Local News.
Our goal is to produce quality, profitable, community-oriented 
newspapers that you, our readers, are proud of. We will reach that goal
though hard work, teamwork, loyalty and a strong dedication towards
printing the truth.
The Houston Home Journal is a periodical, mailed (ISSN 471) in Perry
and is published Wednesday and Saturday by Houston Home Journal
P.O. Box 1910, Perry, GA 31069; 478-987-1823
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: P.O. Box 1910, Perry, GA 31069.

Georgians are subsidizing an 
uneven data center boom

As this new year 
unfolds, what would 
happen if you knew 

it was your last?
Doctors are nowhere near 

this accurate, but if they 
were able to tell you pre-
cisely when you will die, 
and there’s no wiggle room, 
no magic drug, what would 
you do? For the sake of dis-
cussion, you have sufficient 
funds on hand to do any of 
the following. 

If the doctors say you have 
one year to live; what would 
you do? Would you live out 
a bucket list? A week in 
Key West watching the 
gorgeous sunsets. A week 
in Iceland watching the 
Northern Lights. Maybe a 
safari. Travel and splurge. 
Good for you. Then…

How about if they told 
you that you had a month to 
live? There’d be time for at 
least one bucket item. Then 
time to gather the family 
and revel in the glorious life 
you’ve had. Say your good-
byes. Dispose of property. 
Then…

Your time left is one 
week? Maybe you freshen 

up your estate plan. Maybe 
you plan your departure 
ceremony. Gather the fami-
ly. Lots of hugs. Then…

What if you had one day 
to live? I met such a man. 
He knew his body was going 
to fail him on Monday. He 
called me to prepare his 
will. It was interesting. His 
kids and grandkids were 
milling about, his hospice 
care nurse was on standby, 
but he was very lucid and 
matter of fact about it. He 
did pass away on Monday. 
But for many, it’d be gather 
the family around, give “old 
person” advice like work 
less and love more, enjoy a 
last meal if able. Then…

What if the doctors told 
you that you had one 

hour left? There’s time to 
embrace your loved ones 
around you. Maybe a few 
phone calls. But no time 
to worry about property. 
Then…

When you have one min-
ute to live, and that’s all, 
do you complain to God? 
Or bless God for the joy-
ful abundance? Call upon 
Him for eternal salvation? 
Because it’s never too late. 
If you get one minute. 
Then…

Slip away. From there, 
we know little about any-
one’s particular destina-
tion. We want to believe 
the best, but we don’t know. 
Believers know that Christ 
awaits them. Buddhists 
and Hindus believe in rein-

carnation. Atheists believe 
that darkness is the result. 
Agnostics don’t know what 
happens. 

I pray that you have many 
years left on this earth to do 
everything you wish. I can 
say this. I’ve never met an 
elderly person who want-
ed to live forever, although 
they exist I’m told. So live 
now. Life is good!

Kelly Burke was born in 
Knoxville where he spent 
his younger years, followed 
by high school years in 
Atlanta where he graduat-
ed from Georgia Tech, and 
Mercer Law School. He has 
been in private practice, a 
magistrate judge, and an 
elected district attorney. He 
writes about the law, pol-
itics, music, and Ireland. 
He and his wife enjoy gar-
dening, playing with their 
Lagotto Ramanolo named 
George Harrison, and 
spending time with their 
grandchildren. To see this 
column or Kelly’s archives, 
visit  www.kellyrburke.
com. You can email Kelly 
at  dakellyburke@gmail.
com.

COLUMNIST

KELLY BURKE

What other interesting 
stories do you have?” 
my son asked me 

while we were riding home 
one recent evening. I have 
never considered myself an 
interesting person. 

My life, as good as it is, is 
pretty routine and mundane, 
especially since becoming a 
parent. So, to answer his 
question, I had to think fast 
and dig deep in my mem-
ory to a time before school 
schedules and extracurricu-
lar activities dominated my 
calendar.

This conversation was 
prefaced by telling him about 
an encounter with a friendly 
neighborhood Spider-Man. 
Not a costumed superhero, 
but a literal man climbing 
around the roof of the build-
ing that holds the window-
less dungeon that is my 
cubicle. A few of us confront-
ed the stranger, who seemed 
innocent enough and was 
quite friendly as he talked 
while collecting debris and 
muck from the roof.

“I’m drawn to clogs. I can 
feel them,” he said. 

And sure enough, there 
was a clog in the gutter. 
When we stopped him from 
entering the building’s attic, 

he shimmied down the wall 
and swung to the sidewalk 
via a gas line. He disap-
peared down the street, 
never to be seen again.  

He was some kind of guru 
for sure, and we just let him 
walk away.

Back in the car with my 
son, I asked, “Have I ever 
told you about the Tibetan 
monks?”

I hadn’t. So, I shared 
this tale: About 15 years 
ago, a group of Tibetan 
monks visited Atlanta, 
which is home to the North 
American Drepung Loseling 
Monastery, sister Buddhist 
center of the monastery of 
the same name in India 
that houses the famed Dalai 
Lama and other monks, 
exiled from their homeland 
when Tibet was claimed by 
China. The monks brought 
along an exhibition of sacred 
relics, bone fragments, beads 
and scraps of cloth, rem-
nants of past Lamas, some a 
thousand years old.

I covered the visit and 
exhibition for the news-
paper I worked for. I met 
the monks and talked, via 
an interpreter, about their 
experiences and the effort 
to keep their culture alive. 

During the visit to the mon-
astery to view the relics, I 
was given a container of holy 
water, water tinted yellow 
with saffron and blessed by 
the monks. I did not intend 
to participate in a religious 
ceremony outside of my 
own customs, but I certain-
ly didn’t want to offend my 
hosts, so I accepted the vial 
and slipped it in my pock-
et. Later, back in my small 
apartment, I fed the sacred 
liquid to my pet bearded 
dragon.

To cut a long story short, 
that lizard defied conven-
tions for captive bred rep-
tiles and lived an extra-long 
life of about 17 years, two 
more than the high end of 
their life expectancy. I think 
it was the holy water. The 

lizard is buried on my prop-
erty, at the edge of the woods 
under a sweetgum tree. My 
son said he remembers the 
funeral we had for it. I don’t 
doubt him.

“Did the holy water really 
make the lizard live longer?” 
he asked. He’s 12 years old 
now, and there is still a sliv-
er of magic left in the world.

“I have no reason not to 
think that,” I answered, 
pulling the car under the 
garage.

Then the day went back to 
the regular and mundane, 
but for a brief moment I 
was able to relive a past 
experience with someone I 
hope has a lot of adventures 
to come.

For years, Georgia lead-
ers have boasted that 
a major reason the 

state became a hot spot for 
artificial intelligence data 
centers was a generous tax 
break passed in 2018.

However, a new state 
audit tells a different story 
— most of those data cen-
ters would have come here, 
anyway.

According to the report, 
only about 30% of Georgia’s 
data centers can be traced 
to the tax break. The other 
70% were already likely to 
be built, drawn by cheap 
land, access to relative-
ly inexpensive power and 
Georgia’s geographic loca-
tion. Even so, taxpayers are 
losing nearly half a billion 
dollars a year to keep the 
unnecessary, ineffective 
incentive in place.

In other words, we’re over-
paying, and it will cost us.

Data centers offer a com-
plicated financial calculus. 
During the construction 
phase, those in the building 
trades are the big winners. 
However, once the massive 
edifices are built, employ-
ment opportunities evapo-
rate.

Buildings dedicated to 
towers of computer servers 
and the transfer of electron-
ic information require only 
a skeleton crew to maintain. 
Instead of people, what data 
centers do need — forever 
— are enormous amounts of 
electricity and water.

Because of their need for 
so much power, Georgia 
is now planning for thou-
sands of megawatts of new 
demand largely to serve 
these facilities.

Instead of funding tax 

breaks to create jobs, every-
day Georgians are instead 
footing the bill through 
higher power bills, dramati-
cally increased water rates, 
louder neighborhoods, 
fewer trees and more strain 
on aging water systems — 
but the burden will not be 
shared evenly.

As those along the I-20 
corridor can attest, many 
of the fastest-growing data 
center projects are being 
built in Black communities 
and in rural areas. Those 
who know Georgia’s histo-
ry surrounding land-use 
decisions know several of 
these places have historical-
ly dealt with the effects of 
toxic landfills, warehouses 
and other heavy industries.

Residents often learn 
about new projects late in 
the process, when decisions 
are already made. The lim-
ited jobs promised rarely 
meet the pledges — but the 
impacts linger.

Democracy is not simply 
found in the act of voting. 
Voting is a mechanism 
through which we demand 
representative leadership 
make good decisions on 
our behalf — and invest 
our resources wisely. The 
reflexive tendency to spend 
billions for headlines and 
yield little for communities 
is not right.

It violates the intention 
of an effective democracy. 
We cannot justify bad deals 
under the vague, unproven 
promise of growth. If the 
state is giving away hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in corporate welfare, the 
public should see and feel 
the benefits.

See ABRAMS page 8A

NEW
SOUTHERN DAD

KYLE DOMINY
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LIFESTYLE & FAITH
Never Ever Give Up

Water and Cold Weather are Free Fat Burners!
A friend like an oxpecker

The Rise, Fall, and Enduring Legacy of 
Kodak: A Cautionary Tale of Innovation

Cold water, cold weath-
er, cold showers, and 
cold plunge’s effect on 

the metabolism is intrigu-
ing to me. Very likely the 
reason we do not hear more 
about this, and other bene-
fits is it is not easily dupli-
cated in a resell-able form. 

 Foods we consume are 
measured by calories and 
when we eat extra calories 
beyond the fuel we need 
for energy, our body will 
simply store these for later 
use in our fat cells. Calories 
are simply units of heat/
energy and are relied on for 
energy in our body whether 
it’s for our daily activities, 
digestion, or temperature 
control. There are certain 
things that have a ther-
mogenic effect in our body 
that will cause the body to 
release this stored energy 
(body fat) as usable heat/
energy.

 Water has ZERO calories, 
but the body must expend 
units of heat (calories) to 
warm up this water, which 
can lead to a thermogenic 
(fat releasing) effect on our 
fat cells causing them to 
release energy.

 A large portion of our 
required daily calories are 
used for controlling tem-
perature, whether it’s to 
cool us, or to heat us and 
our body will work hard to 
keep our thermostat ay 98.6 
degrees. 

 Example: according to 
the American Council on 
exercise, you can burn up 
to 400 calories an hour from 
shivering. The way I would 
interpret this is, if there are 
not enough calories from 

food in the digestive system, 
this shivering is causing a 
thermogenic (fat burning) 
process, causing a release of 
energy from our fat cells for 
heating purposes. 

 A similar process hap-
pens for the sweating 
process when the body is 
pumping water through our 
cooling system, and this is 
what keeps us from over-
heating. Our body when 
given enough water during 
times of heat, is really good 
at pushing this heat out 
and it burns lots of calories 
keeping our temperature 
where it’s supposed to be!  

 Each pound of fat holds 
approximately 3,500 calo-
ries, and when these units of 
energy are released whether 
for heating the body, cooling 
the body or for daily activi-
ties and exercise, it works 
like the energy we get from 
food except is has the slen-
derizing effect many of us 
our looking for.

 A study that was pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Clinical Endocrinology and 
Metabolism showed that 
drinking about 2 cups of 
water increases metabolism 
by 24 %. That sounds like a 
lot to me, and I don’t know 

exactly how the ground-
work was laid to arrive at 
this percentage, but when 
you figure that every single 
action and reaction in the 
body is reliant on hydration, 
this could be a very reason-
able increase.

Water has been shown 
to increase the metabolism 
even when water was 98.6 
(normal body temperature), 
however, if you want to 
increase the thermogenic 
(fat burning) effect it has 
on the body, drink it cold. 
Your body must burn cal-
ories (units of heat) to get 
cold water’s temperature 
up to body temperature at 
98.6 degrees, so the colder 
the water, the more calo-
ries (units of heat) our body 
must burn to get it to body 
temperature.

 If we know how good 
clean water tastes to the 
trillions of cells in our body, 
it should make a difference 
in us enjoying it plain with-
out additives and sugar! 

YOUR HEALTH

WADE YODER

During a World Series 
game in which the 
Atlanta Braves were 

losing, the TV camera
caught several Braves 

players in the dugout laugh-
ing and joking. At the time 
the New

York Yankees were beat-
ing them pretty badly. It 
bothered me that these 
players could

have a cavalier attitude, 
particularly since they had 
already played 164 games 
to win their

division, beat Houston in 
6-games to win the National 
League and now were play-
ing for

the championship of the 
world. How could they be 
smiling and displaying such 
levity?

True competitors do not 
take losing lightly. Vince 
Lombardi, the great Green 
Bay Packer

coach said, “Show me 
someone who doesn’t hate 
to lose and I will show you 
a loser.”

Bear Bryant, the famous 
Alabama Crimson Tide 
coach said, “ Winning isn’t 
everything

but it beats anything 
that comes in second.” And 
this writer once said, “ The 
game is not

lost until the fat lady 
sings and, if she purses her 
lips to sing, slap her face.”

I have never enjoyed los-
ing any contest, whether it 
be a game or another type 
endeavor. I

played basketball at Perry 
under legendary Coach Eric 
Staples who was a fierce

competitor. Ask any of his 
former players if they ever 
saw Coach Staples smile 
when

Perry was behind. In fact, 
I never saw him smile when 
we were ahead. He was 

always
intense, striving for per-

fection, never being satis-
fied with anything short of 
total effort

and unyielding determi-
nation.

I have played a lot of 
backyard basketball. We 
would choose sides before 
playing. I was

always happy to be cho-
sen on the same team with 
Larry Bailey. Larry was the 
one of the

best backyard players 
I have ever seen. That’s 
because no opponent had a 
stronger will

to win than he. If his team 
lost, he didn’t get over it 
soon either. He was always 
ready to

play another game for 
redemption. Larry for some 
reason never went out for 
basketball

in high school, but were I 
in a position to play for all 
the marbles in basketball, 
I would

want Larry Bailey on my 
team. He had the will to 
win and never, ever gave 
up. I admire

that.
The will to win is import-

ant, but more important is 
the will not to sin. Every 
person has a

temptation level at which 
he or she will succumb to 
the enticements to sin. That 
level

varies from individual to 

individual depending upon 
the closeness of his or her 
walk with

the Lord. In Romans 7, 
Paul speaks of two oppos-
ing forces warring within 
us—the

desire to sin and the will 
to be righteous. He laments 
the fact that we sometime 
fall

captive to sin.
Joseph is an example of 

one who overcame great 
temptation. His brothers 
sold him to

the Ishmaelites, who car-
ried him to Egypt. There 
he became a servant of 
Potiphar, an

officer of the king, who 
placed him in charge of his 
household. Because Joseph 
was

young and handsome, 
Potiphar’s wife lusted after 
him and sought to go to bed 
with him.

He refused. One day she 
made a sexual advance, 
grabbing his robe. Joseph 
ran

unclothed from the house. 
Potiphar’s wife claimed 
attempted rape, so her hus-
band dealt

harshly with Joseph, 
sending him to jail. But God 
looks after His own. Later, 
Joseph

interpreted the king’s 
dream and was restored to 
great power as the Governor 
of Egypt.

PARABLES TO
PONDER

BILLY POWELL

The oxpecker. 
Described on rhinos.
org (because every-

body is just dying to go to
rhinos.org) as a “cheeky 

little bird that sits atop 
the snout of a rhinoceros, 
feasting on

insects, parasites, ticks” 
and the sort that would 
otherwise irritate the snot 
– literally I

suppose - out of this great 
beast.

Granted I don’t want 
anybody sitting on my nose 
(although it is pretty big so 
it could

probably handle it), but 
that’s the kind of friend I 
want.

Whenever those pesky 
people show up. The ones 
who claim to be my friend 
but give

me the feeling - real or 
perceived – they would stab 
me in the back any chance 
they get,

I want my friend to swat 
them away like flies.

Whenever those spam 
calls come in (I swear since 
my wife and I set about to 
buy a

new house several 
months ago they tripled) 
“… this message is from 
the loan

department. We have a 
pending offer of $70,000 in 
the form of an unsecured 
loan …” I

want my friend to con-
sume them, devour them, 
pig out on them, gobble, 
gobble, gobble.

Whenever those 
blood-sucking virus types 
strike. Which oh by the way 
they just did. I

received an email from 
what appeared to be a 

high-ranking official in 
Houston County’s

judicial system. It was 
someone I had emailed 
back and forth with on 
more than one

occasion, so it didn’t 
appear conspicuous. It was 
where you’re like: “Well, 
nobody’s

going to send them a 
virus, because it’d be like 
walking into the courtroom 
and saying,

‘Here I am. I did it. Throw 
the book at me.’” Naïve as 
ever, however, I clicked on 
the .pdf

attachment. I found out 
soon after that it grabbed 
all of my email addresses. I 
know this

because I had a slew of 
them – I mean all the way 
up my chain of command - 
emailing

me asking me why I was 
inviting them to a Zoom 
meeting.

So, for the blood-suck-
ing virus types. I want my 
friend to pluck them off, 
drop them to

the floor and step on them 
so they make the most won-
derful “pop” noise as they

explode.
Not only that, but the 

oxpecker, per rhinos.org 
(now your favorite website 
in all of the

world), serves as an 

alarm system for the poor-
ly-visioned rhino. (Did I 
mention I was

near-sighted?) Whenever 
danger approaches, the 
oxpecker creates a loud 
commotion,

which in turn warns the 
rhino something big is 
about to happen. That is 
unless he tucks

his tail and runs away 
from the lion or hyenas or 
whatever it is. I’m not the 
kind to run

into a burning building 
(that I know of), but I do 
know if I’m warned I will be 
the fastest to

run away from danger.

That’s the kind of friend 
I want. That’s also the kind 
of friend I want to be. Like 
the

oxpecker. One who takes 
care of trouble and pre-
vents it as well. In Swahili 
“the rhino’s

guard.” In my world, the 
friend who guards me.

Or better put. In the 
world of humanity (if a bird 
can do it why not us) some-
one like this:

“A friend loves at all 
times, and a brother is born 
for a time of adversity.” – 
Proverbs

17:17.
If that’s not an oxpecker, 

I don’t know what (who) is.

HHJ PUBLISHER

DON MONCRIEF

We are working on an 
estate sale that has a won-
derful selection of antique 
cameras and antique pho-
tos.   I thought I would 
research the Kodak com-
pany and I learned quite 
a lot and  thought that our 
readers would enjoy a brief 
history lesson about Kodak 
as well!   I hope you will 
dive deeper into the histo-
ry of the founder,  George 
Eastman, he was a hard-
working and interesting 
gentleman!

A giant of industry, once 
synonymous with photogra-
phy itself, has seen its cap-
ital dwindle, but its legacy 
remains indelible. Kodak, 
the company that almost 
single-handedly brought 
photography to the mass-
es and enabled the gold-
en age of Hollywood and 
home video, now witnesses 
its own dramatic downfall 
– an ironic victim of the 
very technology it invented: 
the digital camera.

The illustrious histo-
ry of Kodak dates back to 
1880 and the age of inno-
vators like Thomas Edison. 
Visionary George Eastman, 
founder of the Eastman 
Dry Plate Company, began 
with an invention using 
photographic emulsion on 
paper. His relentless pur-
suit of advancements led to 
the critical merging of ideas 
from Hannibal Goodwin 
and Emile Reynaud, which 
formed the basis of the first 
mass-market rolls of film.

In 1888, Eastman trade-
marked the simple, mean-
ingless word "Kodak," 
which quickly became one 
of the world's most recog-
nizable brands. The release 
of the first Kodak camera, 
pre-loaded with film for 100 

photos, democratized the 
craft and gave birth to the 
"amateur photograph." The 
subsequent 1900 release of 
the 'Brownie' camera was 
so quick and easy to use 
that it inspired a new word: 
"snapshot."

Fueling Hollywood and 
History

Kodak's innovation didn't 
stop at amateur photogra-
phy. Collaborating with the 
legendary Thomas Edison, 
Eastman helped trim film 
stock to the 35mm stan-
dard, instrumental in the 
development of Edison’s 
Kinetoscope and the broad-
er film industry.

Further R&D success came 
in 1935 with  Kodachrome, 
a mass-market hit for its 
ability to capture rich color. 
This iconic film, beloved by 
photographers like William 
Eggleston and Steve 
McCurry, became a sta-
ple for both amateurs and 
Hollywood filmmakers until 
its discontinuation in 2009.

The company's impact 
extended beyond Earth: in 
1969, Kodak produced the 
camera hardware used by 
Apollo 11 astronauts on the 
Moon, capturing history 
with images like the first 
photo of Earth from deep 
space.

The Digital Paradox

In 1975, Kodak engineer 
Steve Sasson invented 
the  first digital camera, a 
3.6kg device storing images 
on a cassette tape. Kodak 
continued to innovate in the 
digital sphere, developing 
the world's first camera-size 
megapixel sensor in 1986 
and the first digital SLR in 
1991.

However, the company's 
fatal flaw was its failure 
to fully commit to the dig-
ital revolution it initiat-
ed. While competitors like 
Nikon and Canon rapidly 
seized the market, Kodak, 
despite being the largest 
U.S. digital camera seller in 
2005, saw its market share 
plummet

Due to massive financial 
losses, Kodak ceased selling 
35mm color film in 2009 
after 74 years of production, 
a move that dismayed the 
photographic community. 
Though it has since revived 
some film production after 
selling off key assets, the 
company has fallen from 
grace.

Despite the recent 
struggles, Kodak’s legacy 
endures. We have Kodak to 
thank for enabling count-
less individuals to capture 
the moments that define 
their lives, and for some 
of the most beautiful and 
iconic images of the 20th 
century.

ALL ABOUT
ANTIQUES
JILLINDA FALEN
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ENTERTAINMENT

CLUES ACROSS
1. Action word
5. Sierra Nevada, e.g.
8. Do like Lindsey Vonn
11. Sheltered, nautically 
speaking
12. a.k.a. Daminozide
13. a.k.a. tangelos
15. Ladder crosspiece
16. Rigatoni relative
17. Earth tremor
18. *Buchanan’s or 
Lincoln’s birth place (2 
words)
20. Odds’ partners
21. Completely dedicated 
(2 words)
22. Street in France
23. *The Era of Good 
Feelings president

26. Ground red peppers 
spice
30. Paleozoic or Victorian, 
e.g.
31. Talking pet
34. Flock’s affirmation
35. Phonograph media
37. It doesn’t mix with 
water
38. Key, in Spanish
39. Letter before kappa
40. Conjured
42. Bathtub hooch
43. “You don’t bring me 
flowers ____”
45. Silvery-white, in 
heraldry
47. The night before
48. Add something extra (2 
words)
50. Eye rakishly

52. *Millard’s last name
55. Unwelcome software 
message
56. Double reed woodwind
57. Actress Sorvino
59. Carell on “The Office”
60. Falling out
61. Grand in scale
62. *Buchanan who ran 
for president in 1992 and 
1996
63. Dental school 
alternative to MCAT
64. Tiresias in “Oedipus 
Rex,” e.g.

CLUES DOWN
1. Variable, abbr.
2. Twelfth month of Jewish 
civil year
3. *Attorney General under 
Bill Clinton
4. Panhandler
5. “My wife can vouch for 
me”, e.g.
6. Ancient Romans’ language
7. Julia Roberts’ Academy 
Award-winning role
8. Went down slippery slope
9. Gene Simmons’ rock band
10. Belief or philosophy
12. Popular flowering 
shrub
13. Deplete (2 words)
14. *Eisenhower or Grant, 
pre-presidency
19. Horse hoof sounds
22. One in Dean Martin’s 
pack?
23. Means of mass 
communication

24. Belted starman
25. Highly unpleasant
26. *Between Tyler and 
Taylor
27. Visual representation
28. Macaulay Culkin’s 
famous character
29. Beside, archaic
32. *Karl ____, “The 
Architect” of George W. 
Bush’s campaigns
33. Grande or Bravo, e.g.
36. *Nickname for Kennedy’s 
presidency
38. Read-only memory 
device
40. Before, old-fashioned
41. Aerie baby
44. Blatant
46. Mythological garden 
guardians
48. Fibula’s partner
49. Marriott hotel brand
50. “Blackfish” (2013) subject
51. Small cave
52. *Model T namesake or 
U.S. President
53. Ready for picking
54. Lake north of Cleveland
55. Clairvoyance
58. Acronym, abbr.

Sudoku answer featured above. 
Crossword answer featured to 

the left.

CROSSWORD 1-31-26

Want to get 
this newspaper 

delivered to your 
home? Call us at:

478-987-1823
for a Subscription!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle!
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The Houston Home Journal

Legal Advertising Information
Legal advertisements are published each Wednesday in The Houston Home 
Journal newspaper, the designated legal organ of Houston County and the 
City of Perry, City of Warner Robins and City of Centerville.
For information concerning rates, please contact the Houston Home Journal 
at (478)-987-1823. Notices cancelled after noon on Thursday will be billed 
for insertion in that edition.
Legal ads may be sent via email to anna@hhjonline.com.  Many legal 
notices are charged at the rate of $15.00 per 100 words or a portion thereof 
for each insertion for the first four insertions. Some specific types of ads, 
such as divorce, articles of incorporation, articles of merger, petition to 
adopt, name changes and DUI notices have fees set based on the number 
of times the notice is inserted. All rates are set by the Georgia General 
Assembly. For cost, every word shall be counted as one word including 
words such as: the, of, etc. Numbers shall be counted as one word.

Legal Advertisements:  
E-Mail: anna@hhjonline.com

E-Mail Attachments: Text Format Legal   
Fax: 478-988-9193

AD DEADLINES: Due to print schedules, 
deadlines for legal notices and classified 
ads have been moved up to Thursdays by 

noon and Monday by 9 a.m.

Legal Billing Fees:
Past Deadline Fee $50
Affidavit Fee $10

Miscellaneous

26-132
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF 

OCMULGEE RIVER
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

February 1, 2026
To all qualified voters in Houston County:
Notice is hereby given that on November 3, 2026, a non-partisan election will be held to elect 1 supervisor(s) for Houston County 
in the Ocmulgee River Soil and Water Conservation District.  District Supervisors serve as unpaid state officials who represent 
their counties in support of soil and water conservation activities.
March 6, 2026, is the last day on which nominations for candidates for the election will be accepted.  The signatures of at least 25 
qualified electors of the county are required to nominate a candidate.  Candidates must also be qualified electors of the county.  
Nominating petitions must be received in the office of the Houston County Election Superintendent at 2030 KINGS CHAPEL RD, 
PERRY GA, 31069, no later than 12:00 noon on March 6, 2026.  Petitions may be obtained from the Conservation Commission at the 
address below, from the Commission’s website at https://www.gaswcc.org/ or from the Election Superintendent of Houston County.
GEORGIA SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Mitch Attaway, Executive Director
4310 Lexington Road
Athens, GA  30605
54697 1/31-2/4

Classified Deadlines: MON & THURS by 9AM
Place your classified liner ad or display ad by 
calling us at 1-478-987-1823 fax: 478-988-9193
email: anna@hhjonline.com

Covering Houston County Since 1870

THETHE

HOMES

SERVICESJOBS

MERCHANDISE

ClassifiedsClassifieds

View the classifieds on our 
website at
www.hhjonline.com

Services

FOR HIRE 

In-Home Caregiver

Experienced/
Compassionate

Part Time
Text/Call 

478-365-8164

Yard/Estate Sales

ESTATE SALE

107 Fairway Oaks in 
Houston Springs

Jan. 30 8-5
Jan. 31 9-4
Feb. 1 1-3

See 
www.estatesales.net

Autos

VEHICLE FOR SALE 
1979

Lincoln Continental 
Mark V

Engine 400 V8 
Automatic

Color Gold Metallic 
Collector Series

1 Owner
Miles 89,000 
Price $4,500

Text/Call 
478-335-5813

;;;, 

Pinebrook Apartments 
715 Mason Terrace, Perry, Ga. 31069 

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments Available. 
COME BY THE OFFICE & APPLY TODAY! 

1-BlilrllDI 1-Billi
$619-$650 Monthly/$200 Deposit 

2-BldrllDI 2-Balll
$713-$749 Monthly/$200 Deposit 

For more information, please call 478-987-721S 
or email: pinebrook@cahecmanagement.com � 

Keep your 
money
in your
community

Shop
Local

Popular and political support growing for 

ban on cellphones in Georgia high schools
By TY TAGAMI

Bureau Chief
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgia 
high school sophomores are 
looking ever more likely to 
lose their phones during the 
school day in their senior 
year, as lawmakers consid-
er expanding a ban on per-
sonal devices.

New surveys suggest 
overwhelming support for 
the idea from parents and 
teachers. A ban from kin-
dergarten through middle 
school takes effect next 
fall after state lawmakers 
passed it last year.

Now, the author of that 
law has legislation that 
would extend the ban to 
high schools starting in fall 
2027.

Rep. Scott Hilton, 
R-Peachtree Corners, said 
he expects  House Bill 
1009  to get a first hearing 
in a couple of weeks.

Hilton  said he had heard 
universal support from par-
ents and teachers about 
his K-8 ban. Although the 
prohibition will not be 
enforced statewide until 
the fall, many schools have 
voluntarily banned phones 
ahead of schedule. He said 
he expects an expansion to 
high school to be similarly 
popular, with some caveats 
about logistics for older stu-
dents.

"The concerns I've heard 
thus far are more around 
scheduling, you know, after 
school activities, things like 
that," Hilton said.

New surveys indi-
cate  broad support for 
phone-free schools.

More than two-thirds of 
the roughly 3,000 adminis-
trators, teachers and other 
educators surveyed in 176 
school districts by Georgia's 
largest teacher association 
liked the idea, according to 
results out this week. High 
school teachers were even 
more enthusiastic, with 
83% calling for a cellphone 
ban.

"Why do they want these 
bans? Because they believe 
that phones are very dis-
ruptive," said Margaret 

Ciccarelli, director of leg-
islative services for the 
Professional Association of 
Georgia Educators, which 
surveyed its members last 
fall.

Similarly, a survey 
released this week by the 
Emory Center for Child 
Health Policy found 71% of 
responding Georgia parents 
want the K-8 cellphone ban 
extended to high schools.

Their answers in the sur-
vey, also taken last fall, 
indicate that they believe 
a ban would lead to more 
learning and social inter-
action and would improve 
mental health.

The 29% of parents who 
opposed a high school ban 
were mostly concerned 
about being disconnected 
from their child during a 
school emergency.

“Parents’ concerns about 
emergency access are 
valid and understandable. 
However, effective cell-
phone policies can address 
this by establishing rapid 
parent notification systems 
and guaranteed access to 
phones when needed," Julie 
Gazmararian, professor of 
epidemiology at the Rollins 
School of Public Health, 
wrote in a report about the 
survey. “Strong support for 
high school cellphone bans 
among parents suggests 
broad public readiness for 
policy action.”

Safety experts have tes-
tified at the Capitol that a 
phone in a student's hand 
during an emergency can 
be a dangerous distraction 
from safety instructions 
given by teachers and emer-
gency responders.

But Layla Contreras, 24, 
said people who think high 
school students do not need 
their phone in an emergen-
cy have never lived through 
one.

Her sister, Sasha, is a 
senior at Apalachee High 
School in Barrow County 
and texted her when a gun-
man entered the school in 
September 2024, killing 
four.

Contreras said her sister, 
17, texted her to tell her the 

emergency was real — and 
that she loved her.

Layla Contreras added 
that the school was locked 
down again last week after 
a false alarm. Sasha texted 
her that time to relay the 
news, too.

Layla Contreras said high 
school students need their 
phones in an emergency 
and should be taught how 
to use them responsibly the 
rest of the time.

"We need to teach our kids 
more discipline and more 
responsibility rather than 
just taking it away, because 
when they enter the work-
force," she said, "they're not 
going to take away their 
phones."

The ban expansion has 
high-powered support. 
House Speaker Jon Burns, 
R-Newington, said in early 
January that he expected 
a "lively discussion" about 
banning cellphones in high 
school, acknowledging the 
competing views of those 
who see devices as a liabil-
ity on regular school days 
versus those who see them 
as an asset during a crisis.

"Some of that communica-
tion certainly is good for the 
parent to understand that 
the child is safe," Burns 
said, "but it also interferes 
with the safety protocols in 
the schools."

On the Senate side, a 
bipartisan study committee 
empaneled by Lt. Gov. Burt 
Jones, a Republican, recom-
mended a ban on cellphones 
in high schools.

And in a hearing last week, 
Richard Woods, the state 
superintendent of schools, 
asked lawmakers for such a 
ban. The Republican elect-
ed official said his teacher 
and student advisory coun-
cils, the latter including a 
student shot at Apalachee 
High, rank mental health 
as the top concern for stu-
dents.

Studies show the nega-
tive academic impact and 
emotional strain of screen 
time,  Woods  said. "This is 
both an academic and a 
mental health issue."

Test-run of outdoor classrooms in 

Georgia schools clears General Assembly
By MARK NIESSE

Staff Writer
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Students in 
Georgia schools could soon 
have more opportunities to 
study outdoors instead of 
inside a classroom.

The state Senate gave 
final approval Wednesday 
to a bill that calls for a 
pilot program that incorpo-
rates outdoor learning spac-
es at K-8 schools chosen 
by the state Department of 
Education.

The vote was unanimous, 

and the bill now heads to 
Gov. Brian Kemp after 
it previously passed the 
House.

“I was able to ben-
efit greatly from an out-
door classroom at North 
Habersham Middle School,” 
said state Sen. Bo Hatchett, 
R-Cornelia. “Today’s stu-
dents should also benefit 
from that same opportuni-
ty.”

State Sen. Sheikh 
Rahman, D-Lawrenceville, 
said time away from the 
confines of school buildings 

will help students.
“Our kids now, they spend 

so much time on the com-
puter. They don’t go out-
side,” Rahman said. “The 
whole idea is getting chil-
dren to spend more time 
outside with nature. It’s 
good for obesity and mental 
health. There will be a lot of 
benefits.”

Under Senate Bill 148, 
the outdoor education pilot 
program will last at least 
three school years, and then 
state legislators will evalu-
ate its impact.
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BBB Offers Tips on Choosing a Tax Preparer 

If You Have Information On The Whereabouts Of An Above Shown
Individual, Call Our Tip Line at 478-742-2330 or 1-877-68CRIME

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY TO PULL CRIMINALS OFF OUR STREETS! Macon Regional Crimestoppers is a local non-profit serving the 
Bibb, Baldwin, Houston, Jones, Twiggs, Crawford, Monroe, and Peach regional areas. Through our deployed systems as well as the cooperation local 

law enforcement agencies and the 911 Center, citizens in our community have a safe, secure, and confidential means to report crimes. 
IF A “TIP” RESULTS IN AN ARREST – A REWARD WILL BE PAID TO YOU CONFIDENTIALLY AND ANONYMOUSLY!!
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BROOKS, DEWEY
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
VIOLATION OF FAMILY 

VIOLENCE ORDER.

LOVETT, THURSTON
WANTED BY THE HOUSTON 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE FOR WANTED BY 
THE HOUSTON COUNTY 

SHERRIF’S OFFICE 
FOR BATTERY FAMILY 

VIOLENCE.

DAVIS, MAKHI
WANTED BY THE FORT VALLEY 

STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPOS 
POLICE DEPT. FOR BURGLARY-

2ND DEGREE, CRIMINAL 
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY-2ND 

DEGREE, AND CRIMINAL 
TRESPASS.

BANKS, VALERIA
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 

THEFT BY SHOPLIFTING 
AND BENCH WARRANT.

CROSS, KENNETHY
WANTED BY THE HOUSTON 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
BATTERY FAMILY VIOLENCE/

CRIMINAL TRESPASS /DAMAGE/
VIOLATION OF FAMILY 

VIOLENCE ORDER.

WILLIAMS, MARCUS
WANTED BY THE 
PEACH COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
INTERFERENCE WITH 

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
AND SUP. CT. VIOLATION 

OF PROBATION.

HOWARD, TODD
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 

THEFT BY TAKING-
FELONY.

HINTON, AKBAR
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 

AGGRAVATED STALKING/
BATTERY - FAMILY 

VIOLENCE.

THOMPSON, JACOB
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

FOR BATTERY FAMILY 
VIOLENCE/CRIMINAL 
TRESPASS /DAMAGE/

CRUELTY TO CHILDREN - 
3RD DEGREE

SAMAYAO-GOMEZ, OSBELI
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
CHILD MOLESTATION.

JOHNSON, CEDRIC JR.
WANTED BY THE 
PEACH COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
FOR ENTERING AUTO.

BENNETT, SONNY  
WANTED BY THE HOUSTON 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
FOR GIVING FALSE NAME, 

DOB, ADDRESS TO OFFICER
ST. CT VOP./THEFT BY 

TAKING.

PEREZ, JUAN
WANTED BY THE HOUSTON 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

FOR WANTED BY THE 
PEACH COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE FOR 2ND DEGREE 

BURGLARY..

DAY, MARIAH
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 

FELONY THEFT BY 
CONVERSION.

SPALDING, MARY
WANTED BY THE HOUSTON 
COUNTY SHERRIF’S OFFICE 
FOR POSSESSION W/ INTENT 
TO DISTRIBUTE SCHEDULE 

I OR II CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE.

GRANT, JOHN
WANTED BY THE 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
ILLEGAL ATTEMPT TO 
OBTAIN DRUGS/SUP. 

CT. VOP.

The IRS will begin accept-
ing 2025 tax returns on 
Monday, January 26th, and 
the filing deadline will be 
Wednesday, April 15th. If 
you need help with your 
tax preparation, now is an 
ideal time to ensure you’ve 
secured the services of a 
trustworthy tax profession-
al. 

  For many people, major 
life changes, business own-
ership, or simply a lack 
of knowledge about the 
ever-changing tax laws 
make finding a reliable tax 
preparer a good idea. That 
said, not all tax preparers 
have the same level of expe-
rience and training. BBB 
offers tips for finding some-
one you can trust with your 
finances and sensitive per-
sonal information.

  First, it’s important to 
understand the different 
types of tax preparers and 
their qualifications. Only 
enrolled agents, certified 
public accounts, and attor-
neys may represent their 
clients to the IRS on mat-
ters such as audits, collec-
tion issues, and appeals. 

 Enrolled Agent (EA): An 
EA is a tax preparer who has 
been approved by the IRS 
to represent taxpayers. An 
EA must either have prior 
qualifying employment with 
the IRS or pass an inten-
sive two-day exam on feder-
al taxation and complete a 
background check. To main-
tain EA status, they must 
complete a specified num-
ber of credit hours each year 
of continuing education in 
accounting methods and 
tax regulations. An EA may 
work independently or as 
part of a firm and specialize 
in specific areas of tax law.

  An EA is a good option 
if you have a more com-
plex tax situation. However, 
you’ll want to make sure 
their area of expertise 
applies to your personal sit-
uation. Fees and availabil-
ity may vary, but you can 
expect an EA to charge less 
than a CPA. An EA is also 
qualified to help you with 
financial planning and give 
you tips that could help you 
reduce your taxes in the 
future.

Certified Public 
Accountants (CPA):  CPAs 
have a college degree (or the 
equivalent in work experi-
ence). They are licensed 
after passing a state pro-
fessional qualifying exam. 

They are highly skilled in 
accounting. This makes 
them good candidates for 
complex tax planning and 
preparation  if  they are 
experienced in handling tax 
matters and enrolled in con-
tinuing education programs 
that keep them abreast of 
the constant changes to tax 
laws. If your return is quite 
complex, a CPA may be your 
best choice for tax prepara-
tion, but keep in mind they 
will charge much more than 
basic tax preparers.

 Attorneys: Tax attorneys 
often charge the highest 
fees as tax preparers. For 
taxpayers looking to shelter 
part of their income legally 
or for those who need spe-
cialized advice on municipal 
bonds, estate planning, and 
similar items, hiring a tax 
attorney is a good option.

  Non-Credentialed tax 
preparers:  There are about 
700,000 people who work 
as non-credentialed tax pre-
parers in the United States. 
They often work part-time 
or only during the tax sea-
son. These preparers must 
have an active  preparer 
tax identification num-
ber (PTIN) through the IRS, 
but beyond that, regulating 
tax preparers is done at the 
state level.

  Most tax preparers are 
legitimate and competent, 
but it’s important to conduct 
a thorough interview with 
a tax preparer before you 
hire them.  When it comes 
to choosing the right kind of 
tax preparer for you person-
ally, much will depend on 
the complexity of your tax 
situation. 

 After you’ve decided what 
qualifications your tax pre-
parer needs, the following 
tips will help you choose 
someone who is trustworthy 
and competent:

  Review the tax prepar-
er’s credentials. EAs, CPAs, 
and tax attorneys are all 
qualified to represent their 
clients to the IRS on all 
matters. Other preparers 
can help you with forms 

and basic matters but can-
not represent you in case 
of an audit. Don’t be afraid 
to ask about these or other 
qualifications before you 
hire someone.

  Be wary of spectacular 
promises.  If a tax preparer 
promises you larger refunds 
than the competition, this 
is a red flag. Many such tax 
preparers base their fees on 
the amount of your return 
and may be likely to use 
questionable tax prepara-
tion tactics. In addition, it’s 
wise to avoid tax preparers 
who offer “refund anticipa-
tion loans” as you’ll proba-
bly lose a large percentage 
of your return to commis-
sion fees.

 Get referrals from friends 
and family.  One of the 
best ways to find a trust-
worthy tax preparer is to 
ask your family and friends 
for recommendations. Once 
you have a few options, 
check  BBB.org, paying 
careful attention to other 
consumers’ reviews or com-
plaint details. This will give 
you a clear view of what you 
can expect.  You can also 
find a  BBB Accredited tax 
preparer near you  on  bbb.
org. 

  Think about availabili-
ty. If the IRS finds errors in 
your tax forms or decides to 
perform an audit, will your 
tax preparer be available to 
help you with the details? 
Find out whether you can 
contact the tax preparer all 
year long or only during tax 
season.

  Ask about fees ahead of 
time.  Before you agree to 
any services, read the con-
tracts carefully and under-
stand how much the tax 
preparer charges for their 
services. Ask about extra 
fees for e-filing state, feder-
al, and local returns, as well 
as fees for any unexpected 
complications.

  For additional informa-
tion, please check  BBB's 
Tax Tips and Resources. 

BBB TIPS
KELVIN COLLINS

By MARK NIESSE
Staff Writer

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Anger and 
opposition to the rapid 
rise of data centers across 
Georgia has led to a surge of 
bills that would clamp down 
on the resource-consuming 
industry.

Georgia legislators have 
proposed seven bills regu-
lating data centers by elim-
inating tax breaks, prohibit-
ing costs from being passed 
on to residential electricity 
customers, or temporarily 
barring their construction 
entirely.

Data centers —  hulking 
industrial buildings that 
power artificial intelligence 
and technology companies 
— have emerged as one of 
the hottest topics at the 
Georgia Capitol this year as 
they’ve proliferated across 
the state’s landscape in 
recent years. There are over 
200 data centers in Georgia, 
according to Baxtel, a data 
center industry research 
firm.

State Sen. Matt Brass, the 
chairman of the powerful 
Senate Rules Committee, 
said residents are worried 
about the impact of large 
data centers being built in 
their communities.

Brass proposed Senate 
Bill 410, which would end 
Georgia’s sales tax exemp-
tion for new data centers 
but preserve it for existing 
facilities. Gov. Brian Kemp 
vetoed a bill in 2024 that 
would have eliminated the 
tax break entirely, citing 
concerns it would under-
mine business investment 
in the state.

“It started with concerns 
from folks back home. 
There’s a lot of angst over 
it,” said Brass, R-Newnan.

Data centers will still 
invest in Georgia even if 
they don’t get a tax break, 
Brass said, citing the state’s 
energy rates, business cli-
mate, weather and property 

values.
“There’s all these reasons 

they want to come here, 
and the tax incentive I don’t 
believe is one of them,” 
Brass said.

Georgia taxpayers effec-
tively gave away $474 mil-
lion to data centers during 
the fiscal year that ended 
in July, according to a 
recent report by the Georgia 
Department of Audits and 
Accounts.

Data centers produced 
8,505 construction jobs 
and 1,641 operations jobs 
with a combined $1.2 bil-
lion added to the state’s 
economy, according to the 
department's summary of 
the report.

The Data Center 
Coalition, a trade associa-
tion that includes Amazon, 
Google and Meta, said 
Georgia has become the 
fastest-growing data center 
market in the country.

“Data centers are com-
mitted to being responsible 
neighbors that pay their full 
cost of service for the ener-
gy they use,” said Khara 
Boender, director of state 
policy for the Data Center 
Coalition. “We will contin-
ue to work with stakehold-
ers at the state, local and 
industry level to strike the 
right balance that maximiz-
es the benefit to Georgia 
taxpayers, protects against 
rate increases, and ensures 
data centers are a net posi-
tive for the state."

Rising energy costs and 
data centers have become a 
major campaign issue this 
year after two Democrats 
unseated Republican 
incumbents last fall in elec-
tions for the Public Service 
Commission, which regu-
lates utilities.

State Rep. Ruwa Romman, 
D-Duluth, proposed a mora-
torium on new data center 
construction until March 1, 
2027 in House Bill 1012.

“Before we permanently 
alter the landscape of our 

state, we have an obligation 
to properly regulate and 
assess both the benefits and 
impacts of these data cen-
ters on our communities,” 
said Romman, a Democratic 
candidate for governor. 
“They come to the table 
with all these promises, and 
when those promises don’t 
come true, it’s too late.”

Another bill that would 
protect residential custom-
ers from electricity costs 
of data centers is already 
advancing through the leg-
islative process this year. 
Senate Bill 34, sponsored by 
Senate Finance Chairman 
Chuck Hufstetler, R-Rome, 
was debated last year but is 
being revived in committee 
hearings this week.

Other legislation calls for 
local governments to make 
public data centers’ water 
and electricity usage.

Data center bills pending 
in Georgia

SB 34: Prohibits costs 
associated with data center 
fuel generation and trans-
mission from being includ-
ed in residential electricity 
rates.

SB 408: Sunsets Georgia’s 
sales tax break for data cen-
ters on Jan. 1, 2027.

SB 410: Eliminates sales 
tax exemptions for new data 
centers.

SB 421: Requires local 
governments to disclose 
data centers’ water and 
electricity usage.

HB 528: Requires data 
centers to report their water 
consumption, electrici-
ty usage and community 
impacts.

HB 559: Sunsets Georgia’s 
sales tax break for data cen-
ters on Dec. 31, 2026.

HB 1012: Bans new data 
center construction until 
March 1, 2027.

Resistance to data centers fuels flood 

of Georgia bills targeting the industry

Technology has been 
an economic engine for 
Georgia — from financial 
tech founded in Columbus 
to startups powering metro 
Atlanta. As a legislator, I 
supported both, and as an 
author, I have explored the 
promise and challenges of 
AI in my books.

I know we don’t have to be 
anti-tech to be pro-account-
ability.

During my time under the 
Gold Dome, I supported tax 
incentives tied to real pros-
perity and voted against 

boondoggles that benefited 
the wealthy and powerful. 
Using its authority to pro-
tect Georgians, the General 
Assembly must tighten 
these tax breaks, require 
proof of real job creation, 
demand transparency about 
water and power use, and 
give communities a real 
voice in the process before 
projects are approved.

Right now, too many 
Georgians are paying the 
costs of the AI boom, but 
they’re not reaping much 
benefit.

We don’t need ChatGPT 
or Gemini to tell us that the 
math doesn’t add up. Old-
fashioned calculators work 

just as well — and also con-
sider the bipartisan rebuke 
to the state’s Public Service 
Commission last November.

Affordable choices for con-
stituents make up the “real 
stuff” of democracy. As the 
legislative session heats up 
and politicians start jock-
eying for a return trip this 
coming election season, 
remember to tell those who 
speak for you to listen up.

Stacey Abrams is a best-
selling author, entrepre-
neur and host of the podcast 
“Assembly Required.” She 
previously served as minori-
ty leader in the Georgia 
House of Representatives.

ABRAMS
From page 4A	
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HHJ Sports Editor
clay@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — 
Houston County (16-6, 7-1 
Region 2-5A) had an 11-point 
lead in the third quarter, but 
Lee County (13-9, 6-2 Region) 
had the last laugh in the 
64-61 final after more than 
10 ties or lead changes in the 
fourth quarter.

The first go-round between 
the Bears and the Trojans 
ended in a four-point HoCo 
victory in Leesburg —  the 
first time they’ve won in the 
series on the road since 2017. 
It was actually the Bears’ 
fifth all-time win against Lee 
County in the MaxPreps era.

HoCo couldn’t get the regu-
lar season sweep on Tuesday, 
which would have been their 
first in series history accord-
ing to MaxPreps.

The primary factor in that 
was the Trojans winning the 
boards.

Rebounding has been an 
on-and-off problem for HoCo 
throughout the season. 
Earlier in the year head coach 
Buddy Bivins described it as 
purely an issue of effort, and 
it was clear Lee County gave 
more.

Several of their big-
ger forwards like Trecori 
Green, Josiah Franklin and 
Tremayne Johnson con-
stantly crashed the glass. 
If they didn’t outright come 
away with the rebound they 
wrapped up the Bear that 
did.

Even as HoCo tried to 
attack the paint on offense 
the Trojans walled up, and in 
several cases stripped the big 
man posting up.

In a game that came down 
to single possessions, giving 
Lee County extra punished 
them.

“We stopped rebounding 
and gave them too much sec-
ond-chance points,” Bivins 

said. “We kind of seen that in 
the first half a little bit, but it 
definitely took precedence in 
the second half. We stopped 
rebounding 50-50 balls, it 
became 100% them. Which 
gave them second shots, third 
shots…We got to a point 
where we started trading bas-
kets until they got one more 
than we did.”

Green in particular was a 
pain in the Bears’ side. He 
had 30 points on the night, 
by far the game-high, and 
was responsible for 18 of Lee 
County’s 25 first-half points.

According to MaxPreps, 
Green had only taken four 
three-pointers all year and 
made one before this game. 
He hit two and several more 
long two-point shots on 
Tuesday, and that was what 
made him dangerous.

Guarding his interior game 
is hard enough. He navigates 
the paint well and knows how 
to get around defenders for 
cleaner shots. But the threat 
of an outside jumper it made 
it more difficult to guard him, 
especially in space for players 
as big as Braylin Mills.

“He started hitting shots. 
When he started hitting shots 

he got in a rhythm,” Bivins 
said. “He was another one 
that was on the glass getting 
second-chance points. So on 
top of him hitting shots and 
getting to the rim he was get-
ting second-chance points, he 
was just being very active. We 
had a hard time controlling 
him tonight.”

HoCo held a three-point 
lead entering the fourth quar-
ter, and Green’s second triple 
of the night tied the game at 
48. From there the game was 
tied or the lead exchanged 
hands 10 times in the first 
four minutes of the quarter.

Mills had his best offensive 
quarter, scoring seven points, 
but outside of a three-pointer 
a piece from Josh Jackson 
and Malik Gillespie the Bears 
couldn’t get much to go.

The offense devolved into 
taking treys early in the 
shot clock, something Bivins 
expressed disapproval of pre-
viously and on the sideline 
Tuesday.

It was a second-chance 
shot that sealed HoCo’s fate. 
Franklin picked up a loose 
ball under the rim with just 

under two minutes to play 
and put it through.

Karon Plummer’s corner 
three-pointer missed with 
about 60 seconds left, and 
Gillespie’s, too, missed in the 
final 20 seconds of the game.

The Bears are still the 

top team in the region as 
the only club with one loss. 
Lee County lost to Thomas 
County Central early in the 
region schedule for their sec-
ond loss.

UP NEXT
HoCo will travel down to 

Thomas County Central on 
Saturday, Jan. 31 to play at 
3:30 p.m.

Lee County’s next game is 
in a week when they come 
back up to Warner Robins to 
play Northside on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m.

By CLAY BROWN
HHJ Sports Editor
clay@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — 
Houston County (0-20, 
0-8 Region 2-5A) started 
Tuesday’s contest against 
Lee County (16-7, 7-1 Region) 
looking like they were ready 
for a competitive game, and 
hopefully their first win.

But soon their turnovers 
went from troublesome to 
overwhelming, and the Lady 
Bears lost in a lopsided 61-22 
final.

Felicity Curtis slipped a 
pass through the middle of 
the Lady Trojans’ defense to 
a cutting Olivia Buffone for 
the first score of the game.

They navigated the press 
fairly well in the opening 
minutes. Everyone was posi-
tioned more or less where 
they were supposed to be, 
and they zipped the ball 
away from pressure enough 
to advance it past half court.

There were still some 
unsavory turnovers, but they 
appeared ready to remain 
competitive and give Lee 
County their trips’ worth.

It started to snowball after 
Taliyah Porter’s fast break 
layup put the Lady Trojans 

ahead by 10 with 2:33 to go 
in the first quarter.

The number of errors 
steadily increased, and 
it didn’t take long for Lee 
County to start taking those 
giveaways into transition for 
easy scores.

Mishca Jones nailed a mid-
range jumper before the first 
quarter buzzer to bring HoCo 
within single digits again, 
but their first turnover in 
the second quarter went the 
length of the floor for two 
points.

The Lady Bears scored one 
point in the second period 
largely because of the flurry 
of takeaways soon to come.

It started with the Lady 
Trojans picking off passes 
easily within their reach or 
jumping the occasional pass-
ing lane. But as the defi-
cit mounted the ball moved 
quicker and the time to make 
the correct reads and deci-
sions sharply fell.

Lee County was free to 
be more aggressive. They 
blitzed ball handlers before 
they had a chance to breathe 

and easily took it the other 
way for an easy score.

The Lady Bears’ halftime 
deficit was 27, triple as 
much as it was eight min-
utes before.

The highlight of their 
night was a 7-2 run in the 
third quarter on which they 
scored on three straight pos-
sessions.

Trinity Brown got the 
first bucket to go to put 
HoCo in double digits with 
4:01 to go until the final 
period. Sameena Khan’s 
three-pointer fell through 
the next on the next pos-
session and Jada Stokes 
received a pass from the cor-
ner, turned and put the ball 
through to cap the run.

They still trailed 47-16 
after that, and by the start 
of the fourth the 49-16 mar-
gin was too much to over-
come.

UP NEXT
HoCo’s last non-region 

game of the season is on 
Thursday, Jan. 29 at 5 p.m. 
against West Laurens.

Lee County will take the 
rest of the week off from 
games before coming back 
up to Warner Robins to face 
Northside on Tuesday, Feb. 
3 at 6 p.m.

Turnovers snowball in Lady Bears’ 
61-22 loss to Lee County

See more photos at 
hhjonline.com

Lee County’s second-chance points put them ahead 
of Houston County in contested region battle

Clay Brown/HHJ

Lee County forward Trecori Green (1) had 30 points in the 
Trojans' road region win over Houston County. 
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