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Perry Council appoints city manager,
recognizes local veterans at meeting

Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

Carey Washington was selected to ride alongside Mayor Randall Walker during the Cherry Blossom Festival’s Veterans Day Parade on Nov. 9.

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer
sandra@hhjonline.com

PERRY — Nominees
for the Cherry Blossom
Festival’s Veterans Day
Parade received recognition
from Perry City Council.
Council also approved the
appointment of Robert
Smith as the new City
Manager and the instal-
lation of security cameras
downtown during Tuesday
night’s meeting.

The city chose Carey
Washington for the chance
to ride alongside Mayor
Randall Walker at Macon’s
Cherry Blossom Festival
Veterans Day Parade.
Washington is a graduate
of Perry High School, class
of 1997.

Upon graduation, he start-
ed serving in the United
States Marines, where he
was involved in multiple
missions, including time in
Afghanistan.

See MANAGER page 24

Local non-profits working together to
give away spaghetti this Thanksgiving
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By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — This
Thanksgiving season, Aaliyah
Cares and Daniella’s House of
Hope are hosting a spaghetti
food drive on Tuesday, Nov.
25, from noon to 3 p.m,. locat-
ed at Faith Lutheran Church
on 301 N. Pleasant Hill Rd.

Coca Kleckley, CEO of
Aaliyah Cares, said she has
always wanted to do commu-
nity outreach.

“With the recent events of
SNAP being up in the air and
federal employees losing their
income, everything happened
so abruptly. I kind of just
jumped into action and just
wanted to feed my commu-
nity,” she said. “People are
working so hard these days,
and I feel like they don’t have

the time to cook a warm meal.
I wanted to give away some-
thing that is ready to enjoy.”

Daniella Edmund, CEO of
Daniella’s House of Hope, said
they wanted to do something
different this Thanksgiving.
With both Kleckley and
Edmund loving spaghetti, the
idea just clicked.

“A nice baked, warm spa-
ghetti will last a family pretty
long if you come and get it,”
Edmund said.

This is the first event in
collaboration with Aaliyah
Cares and Daniella’s House
of Hope, and this is the first
food drive hosted by Aaliyah
Cares. Edmund’s non-profit
1s no stranger to community
outreach, as they do annual
events.

See SPAGHETTI page 7A

Commissioners hear Fiscal Year 2026
financial report, resolve old business

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer
owen@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS
— The Houston County
Commissioners heard from
Chief Financial Officer
Danyelle George as she
presented the first FY26
financial report for July to
September.

ARPA and SPLOST funds
were not covered in the
financial report. George said
this is because the county is
preparing a five-year capital
plan, which will be presented
at a later date.

In George’s report, the
General Fund for this quarter
increased $1.3 million from

See REPORT page 7A

HOUSTON COUNTY
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Press room insert machine sets Houston

Home Journal print shop up for growth

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

PERRY — Did you know
The Houston Home Journal
has an in-house printing
press?

An updated piece of equip-
ment is setting the shop up
for continued success amid
growing print demands.
The press room has recently

acquired an insert machine.

The machine, a Mueller
Martini 227, is a much-need-
ed upgrade from the former
1970s-era inserter. Valued at
about $35,000, it has eight
available slots for inserts, the
flyers inside the newspaper
from stores and businesses.

The press room began
operating the new machine
on Nov. 12.

See PRESS page 7A

Man sentenced to
prison for insurance
payment scheme

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

PERRY — A former
owner and repeat winner
of “Insurance Agent of the
Year” of a Warner Robins
insurance company was
sentenced to federal prison
for an insurance payment
scheme he conducted to
win the award and its ben-
efits, according to a press
release by the Department
of Justice.

Jeremy Lasseter, 44, of
Perry, was sentenced by
U.S. District Judge Marc
Treadwell on Nov. 19 to 27
months in prison and over
221,000 paid in restitu-
tion to the victim. Lasseter
pleaded guilty to one count
of bank fraud on Aug. 27.

According to court doc-
uments and statements,
Lasseter owned the Alfa
Insurance Agency group
in Warner Robins. He
had been selected as Alfa
Georgia’s “Insurance Agent
of the Year” for four years
in a row.

Starting in March 2020,
Lasseter told a victim, a
customer of his, to make
payments to her premium
but didn’t apply them to
her policy. Instead, he used
her payments towards other
customers without her
knowledge or consent.

Lasseter would some-
times tell the victim to pay
cash or make checks pay-
able to him rather than Alfa
Insurance, saying it was
better for taxes.

In total, the victim made
$221,515 in payments that
were applied to other pol-
icies.

The prosecution argued
Lasseter conducted the
fraud to maintain his
“Insurance Agent of the
Year” title, an honor that
granted perks and status.

The case was investigated
by the FBI. Assistant U.S.
Attorney Elizabeth Howard
is prosecuting the case.

“The money taken from
the victim has had a sig-
nificant negative impact

See SCHEME page 24

Word of the Day

Be kindly affectionate to one another with
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to
one another. — Romans 12:10 (NKJV)
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Thanksgiving food giveaways in Houston County

As the holiday season begins, local organizations are reaching out to give resources to those in need. Here are some
local events and pantries feeding Houston County for Thanksgiving:

Feed the City — Drive-
thru Thanksgiving Food
Giveaway
Sat., Nov. 22: 10 a.m. — noon

Hope Church: 204 Sullivan
Road, Fort Valley

Shiloh Baptist
Thanksgiving Food Box
Giveaway
Sat., Nov. 22: 10 a.m. — noon

Shiloh Baptist Church: 205
Second Street, Elko

Humanitarian Gang &
Warner Robins Housing
Authority — Drive-thru

Food Giveaway

Nov. 22: 10 a.m. — noon

Sat.,

Arlington Court: Warner
Robins

AFGE Local 987 & ASPIRE
Foundation — Bagged
Food Drive Distribution

Sat., Nov. 22: 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.

1764 Watson Boulevard,

Highly Favored Ministries
Drive-Thru Turkey
Giveaway

Sat., Nov. 22: 11 a.m.

Solid Rock Christian

Aaliyah Cares &
Daniella’s House of Hope
Spaghetti Giveaway

Tuesday, Nov. 25: noon — 3
p.m.

Trinity Vision Global
Thanksgiving Food
Giveaway

Wednesday, Nov. 26: 3 p.m.

No Limit Baptist Church:

Warner Robins Church: 237 North Davis 301 N. Pleasant Hill Road, 1352 Radio Loop, Warner
Drive, Warner Robins Warner Robins Robins
Hazy Daisy Farm
Community Food Pantry _Middle Georgia Community Food Bank — Holiday Boxes & Pantry Sites

Drive through, open 24/7

120 E Flourney Road,
Hawkinsville

Date & Time Varies by agency; many offer special holiday pickups

Multiple agencies across Bibb

& Houston County

Offering pantry pickups, food boxes, occasional holiday extras, registration varies by site
Contact mgcfb.org or 478-742-3958

MANAGER

From page 1A

During his service, he
was the recipient of multi-
ple awards, including the
Department of the Army
Superior Civilian Award
and a Joint Civilian Service
Commendation Award. After
his service, he returned to
Perry and became the owner
of a small cleaning service
business.

Walker said they had
a great time during the
parade.

“It was really inspiring to
see the number of people
who came out and really
gave honor to our veterans,”
he said.

Washington also present-
ed a token of his appreci-
ation — a decommissioned
grenade. He shared the
inscription, which says:
“Thank you, city of Perry for
embracing me and honor-
ing my service. 'm so proud
to call Perry, Georgia my
hometown.”

In August, the city urged
the community to nominate
local veterans for the ride-
along. 11 veterans were
nominated this year.

Other nominees included:

*Grady Auman

*James Self

*Jason Seaman

*Fred Bryant

Walker gave thanks to
every veteran for their ser-
vice.

December 9

“We cannot thank you
enough for the freedoms
that we enjoy in this coun-
try. It’s because of your ser-
vice that we enjoy them,” he
said.

Later in the council
meeting, Robert Smith
was named the new City
Manager, a position previ-
ously held by Lee Gilmour.

Smith previously served
as the Assistant City
Manager and worked along-
side Gilmour. As the City
Manager, he facilitates
effective  communication
between the city govern-
ment, citizens, community
organizations and institu-
tions, and neighboring juris-
dictions, including the state
and federal governments.

Council members unani-
mously approved the resolu-
tion to appoint Smith.

Smith thanked Walker
and council and appreciated
their vote of confidence.

“[I] very much look for-
ward to continuing doing the
work of the people here at
the city of Perry. It has been
a tremendous experience so
far and [I] look forward to
working with all of you...
and all of our wonderful
employees and making sure
that we continue to move
forward here at the city of
Perry,” he said. “There are
a lot of exciting things, a lot
of challenges, a lot of oppor-

tunities but I think we're
all up to the task. It’s very
exciting and very apprecia-
tive that you all name me
your next city manager.”

On the agenda, the city
approved the installation of
security cameras downtown.
Council members also dis-
cussed this item during the
Work Session on Monday
night.

Police Chief Alan
Everidge explained in 2023
that the city was awarded
the Georgia Public Safety
and Community Violence
Reduction Grant. He said
as part of this grant, the
police department empha-
sized cameras in the city
parks, city facilities, and
areas where public events
are hosted.

Due to the city hosting
numerous events down-
town, Everidge wants the
area to remain safe. He pro-
posed to add three camer-
as. Although it would not
cover the entire footprint,
he believes it will help deter
crime.

Everidge believes the
cameras could also help the
police department in inves-
tigations. He said it could
be used for hit-and-run or
other major crimes.

The cameras will be
placed at
*Corner of Jernigan

Street and Carroll Street

Vendors Needed

Jingle and Mingle
Senior Community Fair

Resources for Senior Citizens of Houston County

A

@

Perry Events Center
1121 Macon Road

Call 478-3C(

03-0691

For More Information

BLOOM

*Carroll Street at Ball
Street

*Main Street at Ball
Street

“We have a safe down-
town. We are always looking
for ways to do more with
less. We Dbelieve this is a
great opportunity to put this
in at no cost,” Everidge said.

The Mayor and Council will
hold their pre-council meet-
ing at 5 p.m. and the regular
council meeting at 6 p.m.
on December 2. Everyone
is invited to attend these
meetings, and the agen-
da can be found at https:/
perry-ga.gov/escribe-agen-
das-minutes. Both meetings
are also livestreamed, and
the full video is available at
https://www.youtube.com/@
PerryComms.

Warner Robins police looking
for Best Buy shopllftlng suspects

«L

Courtesy: Warner Robins Police Department

Police say the two suspects walked out of Best Buy on
Watson Boulevard with computers.

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS
The Warner Robins Police
Department is looking for
two suspects caught on
camera shoplifting from a
local Best Buy, according
to the department’s social
media.

According to police, offi-
cers responded to the
Best Buy at 3040 Watson

Boulevard. Police said both
suspects entered the store,
grabbed two gaming com-
puters and walked out with-
out paying for them.

The suspects left the
scene in a silver Chrysler
minivan.

Anyone with more infor-
mation on the suspect’s iden-
tities is encouraged to con-
tact Det. Elizabeth Smith
at (478) 302-5380 or Macon
Regional Crimestoppers:
1-877-68CRIME.

Courtesy: Warner Robins Police Department

Police say the two suspects fled in a silver car.

SCHEME

From page 14

on her life. The defendant
must be held accountable
for defrauding her and abus-
ing the trust placed in him
by Alfa Insurance,” U.S.
Attorney William R. “Will”
Keyes said. “This is not a vic-
timless crime; such schemes
will not be tolerated in the
Middle District of Georgia.”

“Lasseter’s actions under-

mined the integrity of the
insurance industry and his
deliberate scheme

to redirect premium pay-
ments for his own gain is
a clear violation of the law
and a betrayal of the victim’s
trust,” said Paul Brown,
Special Agent in Charge
of FBI Atlanta. “The FBI
remains committed to hold-
ing individuals accountable
who exploit others for per-
sonal benefit.”

CHRISTMAS TREES
ARE ON THE WAY!{

FRESH SHELLED PECANS,
COLORFUL WINTER PANSIES

/produced in Georgia/ HOMEMADE CAKES BOILED PEANUTS FIREWOOD
401 S. Houston Lake Rd.-Next to Lowe Toyota

Carrying small batch %
products locally grown

Get ready for a legendary night
of music as we pay tribute to the
one and only George Strait -

the undisputed King of Country!

This show captures the heart
soul, and spirit of George’s
unforgettable sound.

Tickets'can/be purchased atthe

g p—
] Hawklnswlle Opera House
Hf-, > p

42 S Lumpkm St,r Hawkmswlle, GA

GRAB YOUR BOOTS AND JOIN

\\

JS FOR

A NIGHT YOU'LL NEVER FORGET!

Tickets: $30 in advance, $35 at door
{Uenel aI admlqslon)
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Thanksgiving
Food Giveaway

Shiloh Baptist Church
at 205 Second Street,
Elko, Georgia will spon-
sor a Thanksgiving Food
Box Giveaway, Saturday,
November 22, 2025, from
10 a.m. to 12 Noon. First
Come, First Serve.

Lions Interest
Meeting

The Houston County
Lions are sponsoring an
Interest Meeting for com-
munity-service minded peo-
ple who would like to join
hands with others to solve
problems and help people
in our community. The
Interest Meeting is at 7:00
pm, Monday, December
15th at the THOP restau-
rant at 2710 Watson Blvd.
in Warner Robins.

Perry DAR
Chapter Quarterly
Meeting

The December luncheon
meeting of the General
Daniel Stewart Chapter
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution will
be held at 11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, December 3,
2025, atthe Perry Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall.

The program, “Holiday
Traditions,” will be present-
ed by Elizabeth Walker. If
you plan to attend, please
email generaldanielstew-
art@gmail.com or text/call
318-294-7023.

Yard Sale
Fundraiser

Byron Heritage Church
is hosting a Yard Sale
Fundraiser on Saturday,
November 22nd from 8:00
am until 4:00 pm at 103
W. Heritage Blvd in Byron.
All proceeds go to support
our March 2026 Red Bird
Mission Trip.

Heart of GA
Philatelic
Society

The next meeting of the
Heart of Georgia Philatelic
Society (your local stamp
club) will be on Tuesday,
November 25, 2025 start-
ing at 6 pm. The meet-
ing takes place at 4088
Watson Blvd, Suite 600,
Warner Robins. The meet-
ing is open to everyone
interested in stamp col-
lecting and postal history.

Every meeting fea-
tures door prizes, apprais-
als, free magazines and
other literature, and a
mini swap meet where
you can buy and trade
stamps, covers, supplies
and related materials. For
more information, send an
emalil to chief_rod@yahoo.
com or call 478-636-8684.

Community
Calendar

Email
your
information

to:
brieanna@hhjonline.com

Houston

Home

JJournal

478-987-1823
1210 Washington St.
Perry

Christmas
Bazaar Craft &
Bake Sale

The Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League of Mt.
Calvary Lutheran Church
will sponsor their annu-
al Christmas Bazaar on
Saturday, November
22nd,, from 8:00 a.m.
-1:00 p.m. in the annex
building adjacent to Mt.
Calvary located at 390
Carl Vinson Parkway in
Warner Robins.

Breakfast and lunch will
be available to shoppers
in the Youth Diner, locat-
ed inside the annex, from
7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Come
and browse an array of
holiday items as well as
other crafts and artistry
and a wide selection of
baked goods, including
cheese straws, jams, and
jellies.

OBITUARIES

Johnnie Elizabeth
Hittson

Johnnie Elizabeth Hittson
(Lowe) (she preferred to be
called Johnna because it
sounded more like a girls
name,) passed away on
Monday, November 17,
2025, at age 99.

Born on July 19, 1926,
in Summitville, Tennessee,
Johnna was the daughter of
Beulah Elizabeth Prater and
Cecil Hall Lowe. She grew up
on a farm with six siblings.
She was quite a tomboy, and
her favorite activities were
playing in the loft of the
barn, skating on the pong in
the winter, grooming her pet
pig, and riding the family’s
mule, “Ole Blue”.

Johnna was always eager
to learn, and she had a pas-
sion for reading throughout
her life. She graduated from
Manchester Central High
School during WWII. After
graduation, she went to work
at Camp Forrest and moved

to Nashville, Tennessee, and
went to work at Phillips &
Buttorff, a company that
built pontoon boats for the
war effort. At the end of the
war, her childhood sweet-
heart returned home, and
they began dating. She mar-
ried Buford Price Hittson in
January 1947, and a year
later they had a daughter
named Mary Elizabeth, who
was always called Libby.

In 1971, Johnna and her
husband, Buford, moved to
Warner Robins, Georgia, to
be near their daughter. In

1972, Johnna went to work
at Mercer University and
began going to school full-
time. While at Mercer, she
received her bachelor’s and
master’s degree cum laude.

When the officials at
Mercer decided to build a
medical school, Johnna
became the assistant to the
new dean. She did the grunt
work that made it possible
for the medical school to
become a reality.

After Johnna’s retirement
from Mercer, she traveled
all over the United States
with her daughter and
granddaughter, while her
husband stayed at home and
cared for the all the farm
animals. When her husband
died in 2003, she sold their
farm and moved to Perry,
Georgia, to live with her
daughter and son-in-law.
She loved Perry and thought
it was the most beautiful
town in America.

Johnna lived a remark-
able life, but being a mem-
ber of the church of Christ

gave her the greatest joy.
She became a member of
the church when she was
fourteen years old, and she
remained faithful her entire
life.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, Johnna
was preceded in death by
her brothers, Kenneth Lowe,
Levoyd Lowe, Anthony
Lowe, and her sister, Naomi
Allen.

Johnna’s memory will
forever be treasured by her
loving daughter, Libby,
and her beloved son-in-law,
Guy Chils; granddaughter,
Amanda Crawford (Mike);
and great-grandchildren,
Addison Goings and Gavin
Crawford; siblings; Betty
Grissom and Jimmy Lowe
(Gale); and a host of loving
nieces and nephews.

Johnna requested crema-
tion and no funeral services.

With  honor, Burpee-
Scott Memorial Chapel &
Crematory has been entrust-
ed with arrangements.

NOTICE

The City of Warner Robins City Council does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the City Hall Chambers
on December 15, 2025 at 4:30pm and pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the following presentation of
the current year’s tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

HOUSTON 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
H Real & Personal 1,953,918,351 2,241,838,118 2,510,001,921 2,888,520,362 3,367,443,852
0 \ Motor Vehicles 20,258,660 18,082,300 17,774,780 16,254,760 14,183,190
U A Mobile Homes 2,469,086 2,553,172 2,743,060 3,070,802 3,796,077
S L Timber - 100% 13,850 24,057 32,792 0
; lI.Ej Heavy Duty Equipment 4,550 31,470 30,627 24,870 6,152
N Gross Digest 1,976,650,647 2,262,518,910 2,530,574,445 2,907,903,586 3,385,429,271
Less Exemptions 110,538,817 129,987,066 154,482,521 187,622,150 231,019,166
C NET DIGEST VALUE 1,866,111,830 2,132,531,844 2,376,091,924 2,720,281,436 3,154,410,105
(o) Gross Maintenance & 9.9800 9.9800 9.9800 8.9530 8.9530
U R Operation Millage
N A Less Rollbacks
T T (Local Option Sales T_ax & 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
E Insurance Premium)
Y NET M&O MILLAGE RATE 9.9800 9.9800 9.9800 8.9530 8.9530
TAX NET M&O TAXES LEVIED $18,623,796 $21,282,668 $23,713,397 $24,354,680 $28,241,434
PEACH 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
: Y, Real & Personal 46,555,591 59,433,245 71,480,811 94,130,047 165,160,261
A Motor Vehicles 150,990 124,600 96,250 0 70,930
'2 L Mobile Homes 0
H U Timber - 100% 0
E Heavy Duty Equipment 4,843
C Gross Digest 46,706,581 59,557,845 71,577,061 94,130,047 165,236,034
o Less Exemptions 1,181,321 1,392,073 1,498,182 1,726,393 4,095,993
U NET DIGEST VALUE 45,525,260 58,165,772 70,078,879 92,403,654 161,140,041
N R Gross Maintenance & 9.9800 9.9800 9.9800 8.9530 8.9530
T A Operation Millage
Y T Less Rollback 1.0540 1.0900 1.1060 1.2840 0.7773
E (Local Option Sales Tax)
NET M&O MILLAGE RATE 8.9260 8.8900 8.8740 7.6690 8.1757
TAX NET M&O TAXES LEVIED $406,358 $517,094 $621,880 $708,644 $1,317,426
'\O,\ TOTAL COUNTY 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
'7(0 TOTAL DIGEST VALUE 1,911,637,090 2,190,697,616 2,446,170,803 2,812,685,090 3,315,550,146
O% TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $19,030,155 $21,799,762 $24,335,277 $25,063,323 $29,558,860
> Net Tax S Increase $2,769,607 $2,535,516 $728,046 $4,495,537
Net Tax % Increase 14.55% 11.63% 2.99% 17.94%

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The City of Warner Robins has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase in property taxes by
15.20% in Houston County and 13.31% in Peach County.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at City of Warner Robins, City Hall
Council Chambers on Monday, December 1st, 2025 at 3:00 PM.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at City of Warner Robins, City Hall Council Chambers
on Monday December 1st, 2025 immediately following the conclusion of the Council Meeting but not before 6:00 PM and
Monday, December 15 th, 2025 at 4:00 PM.

The tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.953 mills, an increase of 1.181 mills for City of Warner Robins
properties within Houston County. Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.772 mills
for City of Warner Robins properties within Houston County.

This proposed tax increase for a home in Houston County with a fair market value of $220,000 is approximately $75.58
and the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $225,000 is $106.29.

The tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 8.175 mills, an increase of 0.960 mills for City of Warner Robins
properties within Peach County. Without this tentative increase, the millage rate will be no more than 7.215 mills for City
of Warner Robins properties within Peach County.

This proposed tax increase for a home in Peach County with a fair market value of $200,000 is approximately $53.76 and
the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $200,000 is $76.80.

52177_1
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Math is fun

chances are you know

that. I graduated from
that fine college, with five
calculus courses on my aca-
demic record, but it was bru-
tal at first. Here is the first
exam at the end of week
one, as best as I remem-
ber it, in a calculus course
known simply as 1308.

1308 pigeons, each weigh-
ing 1308 grams, fall a dis-
tance of 1308 meters, where
they impact a train moving
at 1308 meters/sec.

1. Calculate the total
mass of the pigeons. Easy.

2. Calculate the velocity
of the pigeons at impact.
Tougher.

3. Calculate the total
kinetic energy at impact.
What?

Bonus 5 points: Within
1/10 of a degree, state
the mean temperature of
Boston Bay on July 4, 1976.

Amazingly, in law school
and my 40 years as a law-

Iwent to Georgia Tech,

KELLY BURKE

yer, I've never used differ-
ential calculus. Or came
close to needing it.

That being said, my com-
puter science background at
Tech was very helpful in my
government career. When
an IT professional told me
they “couldn’t” do some-
thing, I'd tell them how to
do it. They stopped telling
me “no,” and appreciated
that I knew exactly what
I wanted and how to get
there.

So I get that differential
calculus, or thermal dynam-

ics, or circuit analysis isn’t
for everybody, but thank
goodness some people are
smart enough to do that
stuff. Because science, tech-
nology, engineering, and
mathematics is vital to our
national productivity. We
are seventh in the world
in labor productivity, but
Ireland (#1) is 50% better
than we are.

So call us Techies nerds
if you want, but Techies
invented  WD-40, the
NEXUS supercomputer,
Google Glass, ISS (Internet

Security Systems), and hun-
dreds of other inventions
that have transformed the
world.

But for me, it was a rough
start at Tech. I thought I
was smart until T got there.

Kelly Burke was born in
Knoxville where he spent
his younger years, followed
by high school years in
Atlanta where he graduat-
ed from Georgia Tech, and
Mercer Law School. He has
been in private practice, a
magistrate judge, and an
elected district attorney. He
writes about the law, pol-
itics, music, and Ireland.
He and his wife enjoy gar-
dening, playing with their
Lagotto Ramanolo named
George Harrison, and
spending time with their
grandchildren. To see this
column or Kelly’s archives,
visit www.kellyrburke.com.
You can email Kelly at
dakellyburke@gmail.com.
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Share Your Viewpoint

1Ll MILSD.

“"Yeh...For Me!

I Was AT The Bookstore

Yesterday And I bought

a Book Titled ™ How To y
" Solve 25% Of Your Problems.

With That Thought...

T Bought Three More ! ”

There are three ways to submit a Letter to the Editor: Email it to
brieanna@hhjonline.com, mail it to Houston Home Journal at 1210
Washington St., Perry, GA 31069, or drop it off at the same location
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Letters must include the
writer’s name, address and telephone number (the last two not to be
printed). The newspaper reserves the right to edit or reject letters for
reasons of grammar, punctuation, taste and brevity.

' 'Ol Have You Strted
Your Christmas Shopping Yet?*

P.O. Box 1910
1210 Washington Street, Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1823

Raking pine straw & other

things to be thankful for

KYLE DOMINY

share of bales of pine
straw.

Shook out? Shaken? Let’s
go with spread. I've spread
out my fair share of bales
of pine straw, especially at
this time of year.

With the onset of the
holiday season, many peo-
ple spruce up their front
yards to impress the neigh-
bors and family members
they don’t like. Nothing
tells your spouse’s family
“'m doing pretty good for
myself these days. Who’s
the loser now?” like pay-
ing someone to clean up
the flower beds. For many
years this subdivision
vanity lined my pockets
with cash just in time for
Christmas.

Of course, as a young
man, while working in
other people’s yards, I day-
dreamed about having my
own house and the dispos-
able income to pay someone
to labor for me. Such is the
ignorance of youth. Now
that I've learned a thing or
two about life, I miss those
days, and, sometimes, that
line of work, though my
back may feel otherwise.
Though it can’t be worse
than being hunched over a
keyboard at a desk in my
windowless dungeon day
after day.

Sweat equity means to
improve the value of your
property by the work of
your own two hands, and
I try to relive my glori-
ous manual labor days
with projects around my
own home. Now instead of
wishing I could afford to
hire someone to do it for
me, I relish a long to-do
list and am thankful I'm

I’Ve shook out my fair

healthy enough to tackle it
and have people to call on
if I need assistance (Dad, I
could use some help fixing
a shower when you can
spare a couple of hours).
Yes, this comes with occa-
sional frustrations and
sometimes a minor injury
or two, even a torrent of
words you can’t, or at least
shouldn’t, say in church.

Once a year I even get
to shake out, or rather
spread, pine straw again.
There are enough pine
trees around the house
that I don’t have to buy
straw, another thing I'm
thankful for. A few min-
utes with the rake and I
have more than enough to
give my home a little hol-
iday curb appeal, though
no one can see it but my
family and deer that cross
my front yard each night.
Living in the woods is
something to be thankful
for. Having a family to live
in the woods with ranks
high on the thankful list,
way above the deer, which
I could take or leave. Big
rats are all they are, and
I hope many Thanksgiving
tables are set with veni-
son.

I pile my pine straw
on a big tarp and drag it
around the property. My
back is still a little sore,
and I'm thankful for that,
too. A little pain is a good
reminder that I'm still
alive.

Wherever you find your-
self, T hope it i1s a home,
big or small, full of family,
and maybe some fresh pine
straw across the front,
even if just for yourself.

Happy Thanksgiving.

S el .
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Enwheel the wagons! No more snollygosters
in Merriam-Webster’s new dictionary!

imply said, there is
Snothing like a good

petrichor to make a
guy feel on top of the world.
That depends, of course,
on my computer’s teraflop
since 'm WFH and not
interested in ghost kitch-
ens. In case you were won-
dering, those are among the
5,000 new words contained
in the 12th edition of the
Merriam-Webster collegiate
dictionary coming out this
week.

Between you and me, I
would count ghost kitchen
as two words, but I'm not
about to get into a disputa-
tion with Merriam or with
Webster. Lexicographers
can be a touchy bunch.

Speaking of lexicogra-
phers, I ran this informa-
tion by my friends, Barney
Funk and Porter Wagnalls,
for their thoughts. The boys
used to put out their own
dictionaries until they dis-
covered they could make
more money selling alumi-
num siding. They suggested
I take a shot at trying to

DICK YARBROUGH

master the approximate-
ly 171,476 words current-
ly floating around in space
before I tackle 5,000 new
ones (or 5,001, if you count
ghost kitchens as 2 words.)
Lexicographers can also be
acidulous, if not downright
trenchant.

For Funk and Wagnalls’
information, putting out
carefully-crafted, cut-
ting-edge, jaw-dropping
inciteful columns each and
every week for your enjoy-
ment and amazement is
not as simple as I make it
look. I use a lot of words
including a bunch of nouns
and verbs and an occasional

conjunction and I don’t need
some pointy-heads jettison-
ing them just because they
can. I find that so — pardon
my language — inimically
traducing.

It seems that just as I
get you comfortable with,
say, “enwheel,” Merriam
or Webster — I'm not sure
which one — takes the word
out of their dictionary and
I am forced to go with the
more pedestrian “encircle,”
which I am sure doesn’t
impress you and makes
you ask yourself if this
guy 1is really cutting-edge.
After all, anybody can be
encircled, but only in this

space could you ever be
enwheeled.

And how am I going to
discuss current events in
Washington or under the
Gold Dome without snol-
lygoster as a fundamental
descriptor of political dis-
course? For those of you
who haven’t been paying
close attention, a snol-
lygoster is defined — or
was before Merriam and
Webster decided to go all
politically-correct on us —
as a “shrewd, unprincipled
person, particularly a pol-
itician guided by personal
gain rather than princi-
ples.” When I think of snol-
lygosters, the Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge
jumps to mind. Who else
but snollygosters would
consider approving drilling
for toothpaste whitener in
our Okefenokee? I think
you would agree the very
thought of that is simply
persecutory, if not down-
right rebarbative.

See YARBROUGH page 74
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Falling out of bed

accident a few years ago.
What was it? Well, I fell
out of bed.

I was getting back into
bed around 6 A.M. one
morning. I removed my bed-
room shoes and slid into
bed. As I did, I turned my
head—shifting my center of
gravity—to check the time.
The clock read 5:55 A.M.
I wasn’t far enough on the
bed, so I started sliding. I
was powerless to stop it, so
down to the floor I plum-
meted.

The mattress is about
three feet from the floor.
On the way down, my arm
hit the lamp table and the
back of my head hit the side
board of bed. I landed on my
backside. Beverly, my wife,
rushed to me. Other than
feeling like a Mack truck hit
me, my head was hurting
and my arm was bleeding.
After Beverly helped me up,
I could tell T hadn’t broken
my back.

Since I take blood thin-
ner, I was worried about
internal bleeding inside my
brain. Beverly urged me to
go to the hospital, but I
elected to monitor my condi-
tion. Beverly helped clean-
up the blood on my arm and
bandage my lacerations.

Isuffered a nearly serious

BILLY POWELL

Since I made it through the
next several days without ill
effects, I didn’t seek medical
attention.

Since this was quite a
spill for an 84-year-old man
at that time, I believe that
God and His mighty angels
superintended my fall
and kept me from serious
injury. In another sense,
it just wasn’t my time to
go. Evidently, I have more
work to do. I have always
believed in angels and feel
these unseen creatures
played a key role in keeping
me from serious harm.

I searched the scrip-
tures to find examples of
angels sparing someone. I
found a number of scrip-
tural accounts. In Daniel
6 we find King Darius of
Persia ordering Daniel to
be thrown into the lion’s
den. When the king
returned the next morning,
He found Daniel unharmed.

Darius asked Daniel how
he escaped death. Daniel
replied, “My God sent His
angel and shut the lions’
mouths, so they could not
harm me.”

King David’s life was
fraught with danger and
death threats. In the 23rd
Psalm, David credits God,
saying: “Even though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for you are with me.”
The scripture asserts: “The
angel of the Lord encamps
around those who fear him
and delivers them.”

During the arrest of Jesus
in Gethsemane, His disciple
cut off an arrester’s ear with
a sword. The Master said,
“Put up your sword. I can
summon the Father and He
will send twelve legions of
angels to defend Me.”

Imagine the awesome
power of 60,000 angels!

Say watt! LED astray by scammers

o, I got scammed.
They actually tar-
geted The Houston
Home Journal but I got
caught up in the crossfire
due to my position.

It was like this. Several
weeks ago I received a call
from a young-sounding,
friendly, lady.

Her: “Do you order the
lightbulbs for your organi-
zation.”

Me: “I do, but I typ-
ically just run down to
Ace Hardware, Lowe’s or
Home Depot to get them.”

Her: “That’s fine. We
just want to send you our
catalog of lighting so you
can see our great selection
and prices.”

Me: “That’s fine.”

She confirmed the
address, all seemed okay.

About two weeks after
that I was in Atlanta
at the Georgia National
Trust for Local News’s
summit when I received
a call. T ignored it went to
voice mail.

“Hey, this is John (can’t
remember his last name).
I really need to get in
touch with you ASAP.”

I texted back at the office
to one of my coworkers.

“Hey, would you give
this guy a call and see
what he wants?”

She did. A text followed:
“He says he needs to talk
to you.”

So, we were in the pro-
cess of having an insert
machine delivered to us
from Colorado. (Normally
like $60,000. We got it for
$4,000 and it is expected
to improve our efficien-
cy significantly. Note:
It’s on station and as of
Wednesday of last week
was up and running.) My
mind said: “This must be
about the move. I need to
call him.” T did.

John: “I just wanted to
confirm that so and so
called you and offered to
send you our latest cata-
log.”

Me, to myself: “Crap.
This is a blooming scam!”

Me: “Yes, she did.” I hur-

DON MONCRIEF

riedly got off the phone

. “I've got to get back to
class ...” and thought that
was the end of it.

Monday of last week
I received a letter from
them, Central Industries,
Inc. “Dear customer,
Thank you for allowing us
to discuss our company’s
cutting-edge products. We
appreciate the trust you
have placed in our compa-
ny and value your decision
to evaluate and hopefully
purchase our product.”

For the record. None
of that conversation took
place.

It got worse as the let-
ter, after continuing on
in their i1maginary con-
versation, went on to say
I had approved of the
order — the catalog, yes,
but order, heck to the no.
Further, three paragraphs
in it said they were going
to send me a trial order
of their bulbs (complete
with their 20-year extend-
ed service guarantee), six
bulbs, $119.98 apiece,
$38.05 freight and han-
dling, for a grand total of
$757.93!

I went to the Better
Business Bureau site to
see what it had to say.
Yep. There they were.
Complaint after complaint
after complaint. Same
thing. Either they were
victimized by opening the
door by agreeing to receive
a catalog or just the sim-
ple fact they talked to
them was proof enough in
Central Industries’ eyes to
send the samples. (Per the
complainants, they also
don’t answer their phone
or respond to emails and
one who did open the box
said the lightbulbs were
small and looked like they

were worth $7. Total!)

The tricky part about
the BBB site was Central
Industries responded to
every complaint, and in
every instance they tried
to make it sound like,
“Oh, we're just wonderful
people trying to make a
living like everyone else.”
Nobody was buying it — in
their rebuttals to Central
Industries’ responses
because obviously every-
body knew they had been
scammed.

Including me, because
a few days after the let-
ter came, the box came.
Unfortunately, someone
else signed for it, so there
it was in all its lying,
deceitful glory. I raced to
the FedEx office but guess
what? When they tried
scanning it for return -
multiple attempts - it
kept coming back that it
couldn’t be returned.

The heck you say! I
wrapped it up in brown
paper — it was tempting
to make it holiday paper
so it could be a holiday
gift - put their address on
it, sent it back. It better
not ever show up on our
doorsteps again because
I’'m committed to spending
every bit of $757.93 of my
own playing this back and
forth game if that’s what
they want to do.

Plus, and it’s beyond me
why they haven’t already
been investigated and
shut down, I'm going to
send a copy of this column
to all of the 25 newspapers
we print throughout the
state.

They say they’re all
about light, well, I'll give
them what they want and
shed a little bit of it on
them. Free of charge.

Mysterious & alluring cameos

om the opulent salons
F:)f Victorian England
to the sun-baked sands
of ancient Egypt, one piece
of jewelry has remained an
enduring symbol of status
and beauty: the cameo. These
miniature sculptures, typical-
ly featuring a figure or scene
in relief against a contrasting
background, hold a history as
intricate as their carving. But
what truly makes a desirable
cameo, and how did a simple
carved shell become a must-
have accessory for a Queen?

The very origins of the
word “cameo” remain elusive.
Some suggest it's Italian,
or perhaps stems from the
Old French camaieu or the
Old Latin cammaeus. Even
the ancient Arabic word for
amulet, khamea, has been
proposed. While etymologists
debate its parentage, the pop-
ularity of the physical object
is indisputable.

The earliest known cameos
predate written history. As far
back as five thousand years
ago, ancient Egyptians and
Mesopotamians were crafting
these tiny reliefs from stone
and glass. Later, the Roman
author Pliny the Elder even
noted the existence of glass
cameos as costume jewelry—
the accessible alternative
for those who couldn't afford
pieces cut from precious gems
like agate.

While stone and glass
held ancient precedence, the
lighter, more dramatic shell
cameo—yprized for its natu-
rally occurring layers of con-
trasting color—found its true
zenith much later. Emerging
in popularity during the
Renaissance, the art explod-
ed into a worldwide phenom-
enon in the Victorian era.

British Victorians, partic-
ularly, were utterly capti-
vated by all things Italian.
The era's essential journey
for the elite—the "Grand
Tour"—ensured that travel-
ers returned home with one
indispensable souvenir: an

CIMES'I'OPPERS

JILLINDA FALEN

Italian-carved cameo. Even
Queen Victoria herself rou-
tinely adorned herself with
the pieces, instantly cement-
ing their status as a neces-
sary accessory for every mid-
dle- and upper-class woman
on both sides of the Atlantic.

The archetypal Victorian
cameo is the profile of a
woman, often with elaborate-
ly styled hair. The most cov-
eted pieces were those that
depicted the figure with jew-
elry—a necklace, earring, or
diadem—known as habillé
(meaning "dressed" or “clad").

Collectors should look
closely at the details. Cameos
with round cheeks and an
aquiline (Roman) nose are
typically 19th-century. Those
with prominent cheekbones
and a pug nose often sig-
nify 20th-century origins.
Whether shell, hardstone, or
glass, the finer the features
and sharper and deeper the
detail, the better the cameo.

Beyond the common shell,
cameos were carved from a
dazzling array of materials,
each prized for different qual-
ities:

* Hardstone Cameos: These
pieces, typically smaller and
cut from materials like band-
ed agate or sardonyx, yield
spectacular, high-contrast
1images. Sardonyx, In partic-
ular, with its parallel layers
of brown/red alternating with
white/black, allows master
carvers to expose multiple

color gradations, creating
astonishing depth.
*Lava Cameos: These

simple, monochrome pieces,
often made of igneous rock,

were easily carved and less
expensive than shell or hard-
stone, making them a pop-
ular souvenir of a traveler's
Italian trip. Unfortunately,
their fragility means fewer
have survived to the modern
day.

*Monochrome Marvels:
Materials like coral (especial-
ly the red Corallium rubrum
favored by Victorians), jet,
and ivory were used to create
striking single-color pieces.

Today, collectors face a new
challenge: distinguishing a
unique, hand-carved piece—
which can take a carver
months to complete—from a
mass-produced duplicate.

Since the mid-20th century,
the process of ultrasound cut-
ting has become widespread.
While technically still cam-
eos, these pieces are made
from a hand-carved template
and are mere clones.

A jeweler's loupe provides
the definitive clue:

Hand-Carved:  Reveals
growth lines, tool marks, and
undercutting—a technique
that adds dimension and
depth.

Machine-Made: Displays
uniform, parallel striations
or tracks across the entire
surface, lacking the nuanced
depth of human artistry.

The market is flooded with
these mass-produced pieces
often sold as authentic. As
one expert notes, unless one
seeks an inexpensive novelty,
"make sure you are not pay-
ing hand-carved prices" for a
clone that was completed in
minutes rather than months.
Happy Collecting!
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last quarter. For expenses,
George said no department
in the county is over budget.
Total expenditures are a total
of $17 million this quarter,
compared to $19.6 million
last quarter.

For E-911, revenue was
down about $2 million, with
expenditures being at $1.1
million. George said the fire
revenue 1s almost the same
as last quarter, with expen-
ditures increased to $1.8 mil-
lion compared to $1 million
last quarter.

Water fund revenue
increased from $3.6 million to
$4.1 million. George said they
expected to see an increase
due to the increased water
rates.

The revenue in the solid
waste fund is down to $1.1
million, compared to last
quarter at $1.6 million.
George said the reason for
this is due to county residents
picking the services of their
choice.

“A lot have picked just the
basic service, so it has cost
them less and our revenue
has gone down because of that
in tune of about $425,000,”
she said.

George added that their
landfill use revenue has
increased due to a rise in
landfill fees.

“I think it’s a very good
quarter, especially because
none of our departments are
over budget,” she said.

Chairman Dan Perdue said
this is the first time the coun-

ty has presented a quarterly
financial report in a public
meeting.

In the old business, the
Board took action on two
annexations that were tabled
at the Nov. 4 meeting. Both of
these annexations take place
on Lake Joy Road, the first
being 7.45 acres on Lake Joy
and Duskmoore Drive.

Commissioner Shane
Gottwals made a motion to
non-concur with this annex-
ation, due to density concerns
and the change of zoning
from existing to commercial.

“To be clear, this will give
more time to find the best
solution,” Gotwalls said.

Perdue pointed out that the
county has combined ordi-
nances, making commercial
development very difficult.

“The county restricts com-
mercial access from primar-
ily residential roads which
Duskmoore is, and the city
does not desire any more curb
cuts along Lake Joy which
is understandable,” he said.
“That would restrict commer-
cial access to this piece of
property which then, in turn,
may conflict with the fire
code which would necessitate
access in an easier fashion
into a possible commercial
development.”

The Board voted unani-
mously to non-concur with
this annexation.

One citizen spoke against
the annexation and said that
the neighborhood had no rea-
son to deny any residential
development on the proper-
ty; however, the commercial
aspect of the development
1s not something they agree

with.

“T am very grateful for you
wanting to take more time
and consider this. We real-
ly appreciate it,” the citizen
said.

The Board concurred with
a similar annexation on Lake
Joy Road containing almost
26 acres.

Commissioner Tal Talton
said the stipulations would
be that the City of Warner
Robins would sign an infra-
structure agreement, a water
study done to ensure the
water mains are correctly
sized for the delivery of fire
flow, a traffic study to deter-
mine the impacts to Lake
Joy Road and Beulah Church
intersection, and all county
utilities would stay with the
county.

Gottwals expressed support
for the annexation, saying it
was a best-case scenario.

“This is just one of those
things where a lot of work
went into it since it was
brought forward, and this
is an example of getting to
the best outcome possible,”
Gottwals said. “On the sur-
face, the vote isn’t the favor-
able one for many, but I am
very confident that this is the
best outcome for this prop-
erty.”

The next Houston County
Commissioners  meeting
will be held Tuesday, Dec.
2, at 9 a.m., located at the
Houston County Courthouse.
The full agenda of this meet-
ing can be found at www.
houstoncountyga.gov/
minutes/2025-11-18%20
Department%20Head%20
Copy.pdf

SPAGHETTI

From page 14

“Partnering with [Kleckley]
and seeing her drive and what
she wants to do, gave me back
life. T just told her, “Tell me
your vision, and I can make
anything that comes to your
mind a reality, ” Edmund
said. “We have stuff planned
together up until 2027.”

Kleckley thinks it is import-
ant to help those in need
during this holiday season
and said it’'s most important
to reach out in her commu-
nity and do God’s work. She
believes that with every-

THE

THAT

thing going on in the world
right now, it is a time to look
inward and be empathetic to
the less fortunate.

“He says that we give honor
to Him by taking care of each
other as ourselves and as
Him, so were all one,” she
said. “I wasn’t hungry, but I
knew people were hungry and
on the brink of going hungry
and that affected me.”

Edmund shared the same
sentiment and said it takes a
village to help out your com-
munity.

“If somebody in your village
is in need, we come together
to make sure the mothers,

C LASSIFIEDS

Classified Deadlines: MON & THURS by 9AM - Place your cIaSS|ﬁed ad
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fathers and the children have
something to eat or clothes to
wear,” she said. “We're going
to help them this holiday sea-
son and even when it’s not in
season, and we're going to be
there for them because with
the time and day that we're
in, we have to stick together.”

So far, the food drive has
had seven monetary dona-
tions totaling $345. Both
expressed thanks to everyone
who donated.

For those interested in
donating to the spaghetti
drive, go to www.gofundme.
com/f/give-hope-help-us-feed-
and-clothe-families.

PRESS

From page 14

The insert machine
provides a more efficient
way to insert flyers. HHJ
Publisher Don Moncrief
said on average, inserting
two or three flyers previ-
ously took nearly an hour
and a half for the press’s
largest publication, The
Albany Herald. With the
new machine, production
has been shortened to 30
minutes.

“This equipment will
complement our press
in providing the highest
quality product our cus-
tomers and readers across
the state could receive,”
he said.

The National Trust for
Local News, the HHJ’s
parent company, bought
the insert machine and
had i1t delivered from
Nebraska. Moncrief said
the former inserter was
too difficult to maintain.

“Our old machine was

so outdated we couldn’t
get parts for it or have
maintenance done to it,”
Moncrief said.

The Houston Home
Journal currently prints
23 publications in its press
shop, and with print shops
closing down, demand
is growing for the Perry
press.

“We have also been
approached by a number
of other newspapers who
have requested we print
their newspapers. This
will allow us to take on
and print those newspa-
pers,” Moncrief said.

He said the purchase
reflects the Trust’s com-
mitment to supporting
local journalism.

“Being a part of the
Georgia Trust for Local
News, which is, along with
the Colorado Trust for
Local News and the Maine
Trust for Local News, a
part of the big picture —
the National Trust for
Local News — this demon-
strates their commitment

to not only sustainability
for local newspapers, but
also growth,” he said.

More upgrades are bud-
geted for the press room.
In the meantime, Moncrief
said the people working
the press, and the news-
paper as a whole, are the
bread and butter of the
HHJ’s success.

“Equipment is one thing,
but it’s [our employees]
who are actually our rea-
son for success — not just
from a press room stand-
point, but also our news
and our advertising and
our layout and adminis-
trative folks. They are
truly remarkable to see in
action,” he said.

Moncrief said the press
is open to tours.

“If any school class-
rooms or church groups,
or whoever, want to tour
our facility, please give me
a call,” he said.

For more information,
contact the Houston Home
Journal at (478) 987-1823.

YARBROUGH
From page 44

So, out with the old words
and in with the new. The
new Merriam-Webster
Collegiate Dictionary has
added within its pages such
terms as “adulting” (the act
or practice of attending to
the ordinary tasks required
of a responsible adult)
which no one in Washington
seems capable of doing these
days. And there is “rizz”
(romantic appeal or charm),
“doomscroll” (excessive time
online scrolling through
news or other content that
makes one feel sad, anxious,
angry, etc.) and “dad bod”
(slightly overweight and not
extremely muscular.) But
nothing about “mom bod”
which I think Merriam and
Webster both decided would

Gemorelexposurel

E@Wd
@ Www.hhjonline. com

get them the “side eye,” (a
sidelong glance or gaze of
scorn, suspicion, disapprov-
al) from the Woke crowd.
With all due respect to
Merriam and to Webster,
too, chances of seeing these
new words in this space are
pretty doggoned dubitable. I
don’t know what was wrong
with the old ones. I don’t
feel the need to be trendy or
to use big words to try and
wow you. That would be
mendacious and I am sure
you would find it eristical.
Besides, it doesn’t take
multi-syllable words to get
the wingnuts on both sides
of the political spectrum in
a tizzy which gives meaning
to my life. Without humor-
less RITNOs (Republicans
in Trump’s Name Only) and
liberal weenies who think
for some reason that boy
prisoners should be allowed

to be girl prisoners and vice
versa, I would be just anoth-
er fallow belletrist. Perish
the thought.

By the way, if it slipped
past you in the opening
paragraph, petrichor is a
pleasant odor after a rain-
storm. Teraflop is a unit of
measure for calculating the
speed of a computer. WFH
means working from home
and ghost kitchens are facil-
ities that prepare foods to be
eaten off the premises. But I
suspect you already knew
that. You, dear reader, are
as perspicacious as you are
fervid. That’s a simple fact.

You can reach Dick

Yarbrough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box
725373, Atlanta, Georgia
31139.

LOCAL

Georgia

Seeking an Experienced
Multifamily Maintenance
Technician (HVAC Certified).

MATTERS

Publish your classified ad in more than 60 Georgia newspapers for only $350.

Call Georgia Newspaper Service: 770-454-6776

Email resume to

smcmillian@g2multifamily.com
or call 478-662-9241 for details.

One of 4 Sales
Estate Sales

Nov. 22nd 7:30 til

2420 US Hwy 341 N
Perry, GA 31069

No Early Sales

Home Decor + More

I thatneeds more §
| ATTENTION?

Place your ad in our |

and.Services Directory [

located on our
classifides page.
Call 478-987-1823

& ask for your local
sales representative.

We don't knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or
intend to discriminate, on any
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair
housing act and we do not accept
advertising that is in violation of
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap or
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 11/23/25

CELLULAR

Consumer Cellular - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTH CARE

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-877-871-3210

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-9339

Stroke and Cardiovascular dis-
ease are leading causes of death,
according to the American Heart
Association. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer — 5 screenings for

just $149. Call 1-855-391-2065

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the best
locking and longest lasting mate-
rial - steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up
to 50% off installation + Additional
10% off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-866-939-2151

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 1-833-
781-0206

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP: A
small amount of water can lead to
major damage to your home. Our
trusted professionals dry out the
wet area and do repairs to protect
your family and your home's value!
If you have water in your home that
needs to be dried, call 24/7: 1-833-
871-2090. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Reliable
& experienced. Competitive rates.
From simple household problems
to installing a brand new electrical
system, we can take care of it all!
Call now and have the zip code of
the service location when you call!
1-833-399-6566

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
today schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-833-641-6602

PEST CONTROL: PROTECT
YOUR HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
and other pests. Locally owned
and affordable. Call for service or

an inspection today! 1-833-406-
0231 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

HOME BREAK-INS take less than
60 SECONDS. Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a
day! Call 1-833-890-1269

SunSetter. America’'s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at the touch
of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited warranty. Call
now and SAVE $350 today! 1-877-
740-0337

MISCELLANEOUS

When you want the best, you want
Omaha Steaks! 100% guaranteed
and delivered to your door! Our
Butcher's Deluxe Package comes
with 8 FREE Omaha Steaks.
Smash Burgers ONLY $89.99.
Call 1-866-411-5403 and mention
code 79797ZED or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe2795

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop
Creditor Harassment, Collection
Calls, Repossession and Legal
Actions! Speak to a Professional
Attorney and Get the Help You
NEED! Call NOW 855-968-5222

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE
PAYMENTS? Threatened with
foreclosure? Denied a loan
modification? Let us help! Call the
Homeowner Relief Line to speak
with a mortgage specialist. 844-
797-7162

Wesley Financial Group LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019.
Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
866-411-5215

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help!
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application or
appeal today! 877-627-2704

Moving Out of State? Licensed
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a
free, instant price quote on your
next move. 1-866-590-6443

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children and
preventing abduction. Accepting
Cars, Trucks and Vans. Fast Free
Pickup — Running or Not Maximum
Tax Donation — Call (888) 515-3813

TV/INTERNET

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-369-1468

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE!
Virus Removal, Data Recovery!
24/71 EMERGENCY $20 OFF ANY
SERVICE with coupon 425221
Restrictions apply. 844-739-4842

WANTED

We Buy Houses for Cash AS [S!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-399-2113

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-6792
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Perry and Robins Chambers
welcome Ciao Bella Market

Robins Regional Chamber of C ce

A taste of Italy has come to Houston County! On Nov. 13, Ciao Bella Market celebrated
its grand opening with the Perry Chamber and Robins Regional Chamber with a ribbon
cutting. Whether it’'s home goods, treats or a selection from the deli, the market has
something for every taste. See our coverage of the ribbon cutting on hhjonline.com.

Pinnacle Financial Corporation and Morris
State Bancshares jointly announce partnership
to form a leading Georgia community bank

Special to The Journal
ELBERTON & DUBLIN
— (BUSINESS WIRE)

— Pinnacle Financial
Corporation (“Pinnacle”),
the holding company
for Pinnacle Bank, and

Morris State Bancshares,
Inc. (“Morris”) (OTCQX:
MBLU), the holding compa-
ny for Morris Bank, jointly
announced today a strate-
gic combination of two of
Georgia’s strongest com-
munity banks. Based upon
each company’s financial
condition as of September
30, 2025, the combined com-
pany will have $3.8 billion
in assets, $3.3 billion in
deposits and $2.8 billion in
loans, and will operate 35
branches throughout many
of Georgia’s fastest growing
markets.

Commenting on the
announcement, Jackson
McConnell, Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer
of Pinnacle, said, “We are
excited to announce the com-
bination of Pinnacle Bank
and Morris Bank. As we
unite our two institutions,
we strengthen our ability to
serve people and businesses
in communities across the
state of Georgia. After years
of knowing one another and
working together on indus-
try issues, we are thrilled
to bring our teams togeth-
er. More than ever before,
this partnership allows us to
focus on continued growth
by sharing our core banking
services with more commu-
nity customers.”

Spence Mullis, Chairman,
President and Chief
Executive Officer of Morris,
said, “I've known both
Jackson McConnell and

David Voyles for more than
20 years and have watched

eal otz

If you would like to place a real estate ad
call 478-987-1823
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Market your home
where locals look.
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when you advertise with

The Houston Home Journal.

call 478-981-1823
www.hhjonline.com

them build and grow a
great community bank in
their markets, while we've
done the same with Morris
in our markets. Over the
years, we've often compared
notes, sharing strategies
and philosophies on how to
keep our communities and
customers at the heart of
everything we do. Our lead-
ership teams have weath-
ered all types of economic
cycles, including the Great
Financial Crisis, often con-
ferring and collaborating
along the way, which has
strengthened both of our
organizations. I am truly
excited to now bring our two
teams together under one
new name and brand, solidi-
fying our shared values and
long-standing relationship.
Together, we’ll be a leading
Georgia community bank
the entire state can be proud
to call its own.”

Transaction Details:

Under the terms of the
definitive agreement, which
has been unanimously
approved by the Boards of
Directors of Pinnacle and
Morris, each outstanding
share of Morris common
stock will be exchanged for
the right to receive 0.1095
shares of the combined
company’s common stock.
Additionally, Morris’ share-
holders will receive a one-
time special cash dividend of
$0.54 per share prior to the
closing of the transaction. As
a result of the combination,
Pinnacle’s shareholders will
own approximately 54% of
the outstanding common
shares of the new compa-
ny, and Morris’ shareholders
will own approximately 46%
of the outstanding common
shares of the new company.

Name, Branding,
Headquarters and Markets:

The companies plan to
unveil a new unified name
and logo for the combined
bank and company prior to
the closing of the transac-
tion. Upon completion of the
merger, the combined com-
pany’s common stock will
begin trading on the OTCQX
under a new ticker symbol
to be determined at a later

date.

The combined organi-
zation’s corporate head-
quarters will be locat-

ed in Elberton, Georgia.
Executives and team mem-
bers of both companies will
continue to operate from
their existing offices.

The combined bank’s foot-
print will include Pinnacle’s
26 branches serving the
northeast and eastern
side of the state includ-
ing Elberton, Gainesville,
Athens and Augusta. The
combined footprint will also
include Morris’ nine branch-
es in central and southeast-
ern Georgia markets includ-
ing Dublin, Macon, Houston
County and Statesboro.

Timing and Approvals:

The transaction is expect-
ed to close at the end of the
first quarter or early sec-
ond quarter of 2026, subject
to satisfaction of customary
closing conditions, including
the receipt of required regu-
latory approvals and approv-
al from Morris shareholders.

Advisors:

Piper Sandler & Co. acted
as exclusive financial advisor
to Pinnacle. Fenimore Kay
Harrison LLP acted as legal
counsel to Pinnacle. Keefe,
Bruyette and Woods, A Stifel
Company, acted as financial
advisor to Morris and deliv-
ered a fairness opinion to its
Board of Directors. Alston
& Bird LLP served as legal
counsel to Morris.

BBB offers top tips to outsmart
porch pirates and delivery scams

he holidays are fast

I approaching, and with

that comes spikes

in reports to BBB Scam

Tracker regarding deliv-

ery-related scams and “porch

pirates” — thieves who bra-

zenly steal delivered items

right off your front step or
porch.

Con artists are aware that
many people anticipate pack-
age deliveries during this sea-
son, making them less likely
to question messages about
delivery issues. Additionally,
thieves recognize that more
packages will be left unat-
tended on home porches and
steps. These scenarios make
people more vulnerable to
package and delivery scams
during the holiday season.

Fortunately, your BBB has
several tips to help you iden-
tify and avoid delivery-relat-
ed issues so you can focus
on enjoying the holidays with
family and friends:

Watch for phishing texts
or emails claiming to be from
delivery companies. It can be
hard to tell a valid delivery
text from a bogus one, but
there are common red flags
to watch for. The bogus mes-
sages usually claim that the
shipper is having difficulty
delivering a package or needs
an update to your delivery
preferences. In either case,
a “tracking link” is included,
and that’s where the issues
come in.

By clicking on a link in a
message from an unknown or
unexpected sender, you could
be taken to a form that’s
designed to gain personal
information and steal your
identity. A link could also lead
you to a site that downloads
malware onto your computer
or phone without you detect-
ing it. This could include a
virus or even spyware that
allows scammers to gather
your keystrokes. As you log
into your accounts, includ-
ing your bank accounts, they
could be tracking your login
information.

Beware of fake "missed
delivery" tags or similar
calls. With these scams,
someone places a note on
your door that claims they're
having challenges delivering
a package to you. They ask
you to call a phone number or
visit a website to reschedule
your delivery, but it's actually
another trick to deceive you
into sharing your personal
information.

In similar cases, you might
receive a phone call from
someone claiming to be with
a legitimate delivery compa-
ny. Your caller ID could even
show that they’re calling from
a well-known delivery busi-
ness - but a delivery company
will rarely call you. Caller
ID spoofing apps are readi-
ly available and often used
by scammers to change their
info and trick you into believ-

KELVIN COLLINS

ing you’re being contacted by
a trustworthy company.

You can take several pre-
cautions to ensure a safe
delivery of your orders and
gifts:

Always get delivery track-
ing numbers and check the
shipping progress periodi-
cally. If you've ordered gifts
that will be delivered to your
home or directly to family and
friends, be sure you always
get delivery tracking num-
bers and check the shipping
progress periodically. You
only want to check by using
what you've confirmed is a
valid website for the shipper
that is providing delivery.

As noted above, another
issue shoppers face is pack-
age theft. According to a
Security.org study, package
thieves stole more than $18
billion in merchandise over
the last year.

Many consumers have had
their packages stolen before
they arrive home from work.
Thieves also snatch packag-
es from doorsteps or lobbies
of apartment or condo com-
plexes. Criminals even follow
delivery and postal trucks.
As soon as a truck leaves, the
crooks move in and grab the
parcels.

To help minimize the
chance of having your pack-
ages hijacked, consider tak-
ing one or more of the follow-
ing steps:

Don’t leave unattended
packages. When possible, do
not leave delivered packages
unattended for long periods.
If you are expecting a pack-
age, attempt to schedule its
delivery when you know you
will be home. Ask trusted
neighbors to pick up and hold
a package(s) for you, especial-
ly if you plan to be gone for an
extended time. Also consider
having the package delivered
to your workplace or directly
to the address of a trusted
friend who you know will be
home.

Sign up for notification ser-
vices: Most retailers provide
tracking details with links to
delivery services; some even
send their own emails to let
you know when something
haslanded on your stoop. Opt-
in to shipping-related emails.
Set up your own notifications
with your smartphone or app
to remind you of the date and
time of expected delivery.

Use a security cam-
era. Installing a home secu-

rity system with cameras or a
video doorbell is a great way
to deter package theft, espe-
cially when highly wvisible.
You can also set up camera
alerts, so you know exactly
when the package is deliv-
ered. Consider including a
sign that specifically states
that the residence is under
surveillance.

Even if a package is sto-
len from your porch, the
video evidence will help law
enforcement track down the
thieves.

Require a signature. Many
delivery companies include
the option to require a sig-
nature before leaving a pack-
age, letting you take physical
possession of the item as soon
as it is delivered. While this
option works well for those
often at home, especially for
expensive items, it may cre-
ate difficulties in receiving
packages if your schedule
and the delivery service dif-
fer. Be sure to check with
the delivery company on their
policy for packages that are
not signed for, as they may
return it to the sender after a
certain number of attempts.

Ship to store or a designat-
ed delivery location. If you're
purchasing an item from a
retailer with a physical loca-
tion near your home, consid-
er shipping it there instead.
Retailers will require proof
of purchase or identification
before releasing packages
they have received, and this
1s a sure way to avoid porch
pirates.

Consider a package receiv-
ing service. Some major
retailers, such as Amazon,
offer secure package-receiv-
ing locations away from your
home that you can access
with a key or code. Some
independent businesses also
specialize in this service,
allowing you to designate a
different delivery location for
your packages and the ability
to pick them up on your way
home.

P.O. Box rental: If porch
pirates are often in your area
and you are planning to do
quite a bit of online shopping,
you may want to consider
renting a P.O. Box to receive
package deliveries. The cost
may outweigh the headaches.

For more information about
shopping and safety during
the holidays, visit BBB's hol-
iday HQ at bbb.org/holiday.

C Ollllecti()ll & Apartment Locator

or email Lori@hhjonline.com

Pacific Park Aﬁgartments

1205 Leverette Road, Warner Robins, GA
1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments
Low-Income Tax Credit Multi-Family
Accepting application for the waitlist
Affordable Units Only
Income restrictions apply.

478-923-4886
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Inquire about Our Preferred
Employer Program
1436 Watson Blvd. 64,
Warner Robins, GA. 31093
Apply Online: www.foxwoodtownhomes. com
Call: 478-929-1984
(M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.)
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BASKETBALL

Veterans’' Francesca Jones, Warner Robins’ Gavyn Williams
among others facing new, elevated roles after key departures

By CLAY BROWN round table with everyone coaches] and right by me,”
HHJ Sports Editor contributing. Williams said. “Every day 1
hhjsports@gmail.com “Last year we was all really come here and represent that

The nature of high school
sports is that there’s constant
turnover as players come in,
reach their peak and gradu-
ate, leaving others to fill that
void and go through the same
cycle.

With basketball that effect
can feel exaggerated because
of the roster size.

Football can have nearly
100 participants on varsity
alone. Baseball and softball,
while having more players on
the field at once, can have
anywhere from 15 to almost
30 players.

A high school basketball
team 1is lucky to have a full
15, much less that many to
actually play on varsity.

One player graduating can
shift the dynamic of an entire
team, much less multiple.

Francesca Jones and the
Veterans girls are feeling
that the most after losing four
starters and five players over
the offseason.

Jones mostly served a bench
role last year, helping to keep
things running smoothly
while Nariah Nelson, Jessie
Ortiz and the other starters
were off the floor.

Now as one of the most
experienced players on the
team she (as well as Ayonna
Scott) will be asked to do
much more.

“We've both seen what it’s
taken to go to state playoffs,”
Jones said of her and Scott.
“T would say we've both had
to step into bigger roles this
year and just lead the girls
as far as on and off the court.
Showing them where to go
and what to do.”

One of the differences the
two noted, though, was that
the team will operate differ-
ent from last year.

The Lady Warhawks relied
heavily on the scoring out-
put of Nelson, the three-point
shooting and ball handling
of Ortiz and defense and
rebounding from Addyson
McClendon.

This year, Scott and Jones
believe, will be more of a

depending on one of our key
players, but this year is differ-
ent because we have to work
together,” Scott said. “The
younger girls, theyre real-
ly not used to playing with
someone who scored a lot of
points, so it’s kind of easier for
them to understand versus
us, we had to get used to it.”

“T would say we definitely
had to depend on some key
players last year. But this
year it’s more of a unit I would
say,” Jones said. “It’s not like
one person doing this on the
court, but rather five strong
players on the court. We all
have to be playing together
and feeding off of each other.
That includes being able to
execute an offense because
there won’t always be a game
where we can have one person
just go and drop 30 [points].”

The Warner Robins boys
are going through a similar
transition with the losses of
Gabe Jacobs, Trey Bradley
and Justin Hill who were
just a few of eight graduating
seniors.

For the last several years
the Demons have had an
“alpha” entering the sea-
son. Cam Perkins and Jay
Johnson served that role in
2023 and Jacobs in 2024.
Now they don’t have that firm
hierarchy, but they do have
players fighting for that top
spot.

The two players head coach
Jamaal Garman brought with
him to the Houston County
Basketball Media Day were
senior Gavyn Williams and
junior Tyler Harris.

Both were complimentary
players last year, with
Williams playing primarily
as a Three-and-D guard and
Harris as a wing defender
around the basket.

They have acknowledged
that this year they will have
much more asked of them
not just on the court, but as
leaders and examples off the
court.

“Now all the young boys
look up to me so I gotta make
sure I'm doing right by [the

Demon head in the middle of

the floor.”

“‘I've been staying in the
gym. I worked on my shot a
lot because last year I had
a role where I didn’t need
to take as many shots, but I
know this year that I have
to shoot the ball,” Harris
said. “So I've been working
on my shot a lot, my basket-
ball IQ, still staying with my
rebounding and my defense.
So I've been in the gym.”

The Veterans boys, too, are
getting a facelift as Brandon
Driggers takes over the pro-
gram and they lose Tristan
Abner, Aiden Sweenor and
others.

In the last two years
Houston County has seen six
new head coaches take over
programs. As they transition,
players will have to learn and
adapt, too.

Dawson

Williams

Houston County schools have exciting young players comlng through the basketball pipeline

By CLAY BROWN a commitment to basketball yearit’sjust Gavyn Williams
HHJ Sports Editor like Thomas has. and Rykeem Ashley who
clay@hhjonline.com “Kam hasreally improved. both served bench roles last

Although select upper-
classmen like Houston
County’s Malik Gillespie
and Veterans’ Francesca
Jones might dominate the
narrative this season, there
are plenty of up-and-coming
young players to keep an
eye on as the year progress-
es.

Some, like Perry’s Kam
Thomas, got a lot of play-
ing time last year due to
necessity. Head coach Mark
Gainous 1sn’t afraid to put
younger players on the

He'll have a chance to be
the starting point guard
for Perry High School as a
sophomore and I credit the
AAU organization Warner
Robins All-Stars for devel-
oping those guys,” Gainous
said. “T've seen a big differ-
ence in Christian Grant and
Kam Thomas.”

Warner Robins, who has
historically been the pre-
mier program in the county,
will have to start leaning on
some youth this season too.

Last year’s roster had
eight seniors. The year

year.

Tristan Warren and Kam
Schmitz are two names that
have been circulating since
last season and now their
varsity readiness will be
put to the test as they’ll be
asked to soak up real min-
utes.

The Perry girls program
has a trio of freshmen com-
ing in from Perry Middle
School’s eighth grade cham-
pionship last season. They
were a suffocating defense
down the street and have

court especially if they show before that had six. This See PLAYERS page 104 Thomas
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potential to blossom if
coach Austin MclIntyre’s
culture of intensity and
competitiveness takes in
the Panther Pit.
Rhazyiah Oliver,
Jakayla Keene and Layla
De Jesus are three names
to keep tabs on this year.
Houston County, who’s
been challenging the
Demons for best boy’s pro-
gram in recent years, has
some players coming in
from Feagin Mill Middle
School that Buddy Bivins
thinks can make contribu-
tions right away with foot-
ball players and injuries
forcing the Bears to reach
deeper into their bench.
Keelyn Johnson
impressed Georgia Middle
School Hoops with his all-
around skillset last year
and Bivins said he’ll be
thrown into the fire.

Rogers

Damin Blasingame sur-
prised Bivins with how he
came out during training
camp, and he could see the
floor early. Kell Stevens
was another name men-
tioned for HoCo.

Across the region the
Veterans girls are leaning
heavily on young players
with the loss of five play-
ers including four start-
ers.

Sophomore Kiersten
Rogers might be the most
interesting with her ath-
letic ability, but she will
be out early from an off-
season injury.

Camila Vicioso, though
she’s a junior now, showed
potential as a forward who
could handle the ball last
season. She’ll be in a much
bigger role this year.

Then there’s the
Northside boys. They have
five seniors this year and
return three starters from
their best season in about

a decade, but they also
have some exciting young
prospects.

Caden Lowe is the big-
gest name, he’s turned
heads with his athlet-
ic ability and defensive
talent since he was at
Thomson Middle School.

Assistant coach Anthony
Stewart said Lowe 1is
already one of the better
defenders in the program,
and is physically ready to
be implemented right now.

Freshman Kingston
Allen transfered from
Central Fellowship
Christian Academy over
the summer and has gar-
nered praise for his atti-
tude and coach ability.

There are a lot of upper-
classmen that will bear
the brunt of their team’s
expectations, but Houston
County has plenty of
young, exciting talent
coming through the pipe-
line.
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CALL TO BOOK TODAY!

Remember when you were a kid and
eating didn't take so much effort?
You ate until you felt full, didnt care
so much about the snacks you were
eating, and actually felt happy when
eating simple comfort meals.

As you get older, it can be harder to
fall into that natural rhythm. You
get cravings, develop healthy and
unhealthy eating habits, and may
even let your emotions take over. By
reconnecting with your childhood
instincts and finding a way to
reimagine nostalgic foods, you can
bring balance and joy back into your
daily diet.

1. Pay Attention to Natural
Hunger Cues

Children are pros at intuitive eating,
and you can be, too. When eating,
slow down and pay attention to subtle
signals from your body: Perhaps your
next bite doesn't taste as exciting,
your stomach feels comfortably full
(not overly so), or you find yourself
pausing between bites. Using smaller
plates or serving yourself smaller
portions, setting your fork down while
you're chewing, or sipping water can
help you check in with your body
before you go back for seconds.

2. Reimagine Nostalgic Foods

All your favorite childhood meals, like
grilled cheese and PB&Js, don't have
to be a thing of the past. With just
a few tweaks, you can make them
nourishing everyday meals. Consider:

« Grilled cheese using whole-
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Special Content furnished to The Houston Home Journal.

AVOID OVEREATING BY TAPPING INTO
CHII.DHOOD FOODS & HABITS

grain bread: Add avocado for a boost
of healthy fats that improve heart
health, among many other benefits.

« PB&J on whole-grain bread with
sliced bananas: This extra source
of potassium in your sandwich can
significantly help improve blood
pressure, heart health, and digestive
health.

These changes enable you to enjoy the
foods you used to while supporting
your long-term health.

3. Make Eating Playful Again

Food used to be fun, whether that
meant enjoying backyard picnics or
colorful lunchbox snacks. Bring that
sense of playfulness back to your
meals by adding fun and colorful
fruits and veggies to your dishes,
experimenting  with new flavors,
or arranging your food in creative
ways. Eating with joy takes the focus
away from cravings and any negative
emotions, making meals something
to look forward to again.

4. Make Comfort Foods
Gut Friendly

Gut health plays a big role in healthy
digestion, your immune system, and
mood, and is even more important
the older you get. Satisfy your cravings
while ensuring your gut microbiome
stays healthy and balanced. Choose
to eat:

(reamy oatmeal topped with
cinnamon, apples, and walnuts

y
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A Life-Plan Community of Atrium Health Navicent

Yogurt parfaits with fresh berries and
granola

Sandwiches with a scoop of sauerkraut
(orkimchifora burst of tang and spice)

Even these minor changes will make
your comfort foods both delicious and
restorative.

5. Rethink Snacking as
Intentional Fuel

When you were a kid, snacks were
more structured. Youd have a snack
in between classes as a way to
reenergize yourself, or a snack before
homework when you got home from
school. You can adopt this style of
snacking and consider them as mini
meals throughout the day. Consider
snacks that are high in protein, like
cheese and crackers, vegetables
with hummus, or fruit with peanut
butter. Snacking this way helps keep
your energy levels up and prevents
mindless grazing that can lead to
overeating.

Simple Eating, Long-lasting Joy

Going back to childhood eating isn't
about reliving the past; it's about
reintroducing simplicity and balance
to your diet. By paying attention
to your body, reinventing nostalgic
foods, and eating with joy, you can
avoid overeating and feel more
satisfied after every bite. If you take
the time and make the effort to eat
more intentionally, meals become less
about habit and more about health,
happiness, and connection.
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Veterans Save 5% g
Off Entrance Fees

Since 2001, veterans and non-veterans
alike have come to Central Georgia’s only
Life-Plan Community to live, learn, laugh
and play on our amenity-rich campus in

Macon. We call itcrafting your happy.

To schedule a visit or learn more:

478-845-6899

carlyleplaceinfo.org/military
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Museum of Aviation reopens following
federal government shutdown

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor
brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS —
The Museum of Aviation
reopened 1its doors this
month after the federal gov-
ernment shutdown ended,
allowing staff to resume
normal operations and wel-
come visitors.

The museum announced
its reopening in a Facebook
post on Nov. 14, writing,
“The Museum of Aviation
is officially back open to
the public! We are grate-
ful for your patience and
support during the govern-
ment shutdown. Our team
is excited to welcome you
through the doors again
to explore, learn, and be
inspired.”

Although the muse-
um itself was temporari-
ly closed, the Museum of
Aviation Foundation con-
tinued operating through-
out the shutdown. In an
earlier update, the muse-
um noted that while the
Air Force—operated facility
was closed to the public, the
foundation “continues to
operate as usual, support-
ing our STEM education

programs, special events,
and fundraising efforts
that sustain this incredible
national treasure.”

“Our dedicated
Foundation team remains
hard at work advancing
the Museum’s mission: to
educate, inspire, and honor
through flight and innova-
tion,” the post continued.
“We appreciate your con-
tinued support and under-
standing during this time.”

The reopening is welcome
news for local families,
school groups and tourists
who rely on the museum
as a major educational and
recreational destination. As
one of the region’s most-vis-
ited attractions, the
Museum of Aviation draws
thousands each month for
field trips, STEM programs
and military history tours.

The museum’s FY23
report counted approx-
imately 342,000  vis-
itors, making it the

fourth-most-visited muse-
um in the U.S. Department
of Defense.

With the reopening, the
museum 1is gearing up for
several upcoming events,
including Planes and Trains

ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE =
GEORGIA

from Nov. 23-30 and the
annual Festival of Trees
from Nov. 19-Dec. 28.

The Museum of Aviation
is open Monday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5

p.m. and Sundays from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m.
More information is avail-

able at museumofaviation.
org.

Gen. Kenneth Wilsbach sworn in as

P

—
w
3 a

— r'«'

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Stuart Bright

Gen. Ken Wilsbach signs the historic Bible used by each Air Force Chief of Staff at their

swearing in ceremony. Wilsbach became the 24th CSAF on Nov. 3, 2025.

Secretary of the Air Force
Public Affairs

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFNS) --
Gen. Ken Wilsbach was
sworn into office as the 24th
Chief of Staff of the United
States Air Force, Nov. 3.
Secretary of the Air
Force Troy Meink admin-
istered the oath of office.
Wilsbach was confirmed by the
U.S. Senate on Thursday, Oct.
30 by unanimous consent.
“I want to welcome General
Wilsbach as the 24th Chief of
Staff of the Air Force,” said

+
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Meink. “With his vast expe-
rience in the Pacific and as a
commander at all levels, he
is the right leader for the Air
Force. I also want to thank his
wife Cindy for standing by his
side throughout his career, and
I look forward to their contin-
ued support and advocacy for
our Airmen and their families.”

Wilsbach, nominated by
President Donald Trump
in September 2025, former-
ly commanded Air Combat
Command, Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, Virginia. He succeeds
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g CANTRALCONPUTER
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Hometown IT, with Hometown Solutions

478.224.8888 | ccsperry.com
1109 Washington St, Perry (appointment only)

Gen. David Allvin.
As the Air Force’s senior-
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24th Air Force Chief of Staff

\

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Stuart Bright

Secretary of the Air Force Troy Meink, left, welcomes Gen. Ken Wilsbach as the
new Chief of Staff of the Air Force at the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia, Nov. 3, 2025.
Wilsbach became the 24th CSAF.

most officer, the CSAF is
responsible for organizing,
training, and equipping near-
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ly 665,000 active-duty, Guard,
Reserve and civilian forces. As
a member of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Wilsbach and other
service chiefs function as mil-
itary advisers to the Secretary
of War, National Security
Council and the President.

In September, after his nom-
ination, Wilsbach shared his
intent to strengthen warrior
ethos, build a more lethal force
and advocate for Airmen and
their families.

In a letter to the force,
Wilsbach shared his vision
of Airmen’s enduring pur-

pose: ‘Fly. Fix. Fight. He also
stressed the need to maintain
readiness, invest in modern-
ization and solidify warrior
culture.

“Every Airman, no matter
their specialty, contributes
to the generation of airpower
to support the joint fight,” he
said. “From the flightline to
the cockpit, from logistics to
networks, every part of our Air
Force delivers combat power.
Together, we afford our nation
the ability to deter aggression
and when necessary, to fight
and win.”

Your Trusted Realtor for Buying, Selling, or Investing

COREY LOCKHART,

REALTOR®

Air Force Veteran
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Arnold AFB discoveries support
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AFMC History a
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AEDC Public Affairs b

Heritage

e S o<

e ——

r——

Program

gl — =2 L e

ARNOLD AIR FORCE
BASE, Tenn. --

By anyone’s best guess,
the pair of aircraft cano-
pies were most likely slated
to be pelted with propelled
poultry at Arnold Air Force
Base.

Fate had other plans.

Instead, the two F-16
Fighting Falcon cockpit cov-
ers, along with a fractured
F-4 Phantom II canopy
and a drone engine from
the 1980s, were boxed up
and kept in a warehouse
at Arnold AFB, headquar-
ters of Arnold Engineering
Development Complex.

The items remained in
storage, days turning to
weeks, weeks to years and
years to decades.

Recently, though, the
materials found a land-
ing spot beyond ware-
house shelves and crates
encapsulating them for
so long. Several of items
were shipped to Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio, headquarters of Air
Force Materiel Command,
to be maintained by the
AFMC History and Heritage
Program.

Katy McCown, senior
logistics analyst for the
AEDC Test Operations and
Sustainment contractor,
became aware of the items
several years ago, as they
were listed on a spreadsheet
she received upon taking
over test material storage at
Arnold. The items were held
in the warehouse used to
store test materials where
they had presumably been
kept since the late 1980s or
early 1990s.

When McCowan first
learned of the existence
of these items, there was
ample space in the facili-
ty, so those responsible for
management of the ware-
house left the materials be.

Team members again
encountered the items
recently while cleaning out
some space in the ware-
house.

The spreadsheet previ-
ously provided to McCowan
provided no specifics on the
intended purpose of the
items, and no such informa-
tion was found within the
boxes containing them.

“To the best of our knowl-
edge, the canopies may have
been slated for the ‘chick-
en gun’ testing,” McCowan
said.

The S-3 Bird Impact
Range at Arnold, more
famously known as the
“chicken gun,” was used to
test windshield materials
and full-scale canopies for
various military and com-
mercial aircraft. Chicken
carcasses were fired at the
range to simulate in-flight
bird strikes to test articles.
Such tests were conduct-
ed to research the damage
caused by avian collisions
and to prevent harm to air-
crew members.

The chicken gun was first
fired in 1972. The last tests
involving it occurred in the
early 2000s.

McCowan said she
and other Materials
Management  personnel

Courtesy photo

An F-16 Fighting Falcon aircraft canopy is pictured in a
warehouse at Arnold Air Force Base, Tenn. It is believed
the canopy was slated to be used in bird strike testing
at the S-3 Bird Impact Range at Arnold, more famously
known as the “Chicken Gun,” but the canopy ended up
not being used in such testing. Several canopies and a
drone engine from the 1980s stored in the warehouse
since the late 1980s to early 1990s were shipped this
summer to the Air Force Materiel Command History and
Heritage Directorate for possible display.

could offer no conjecture
on the intended purpose of
the drone motor. The bro-
ken F-4 canopy, referred to
by those involved as the
“Romero canopy” due to the
“Capt. Romero” marking on
its frame, appears to have
either been salvaged from
an ejection or, more likely,
represents the remnants of
chicken gun testing.

There was never a threat
of the items being relegated
to the scrap heap, as test
materials are not disposed
of without proper due dili-
gence and approval. On top
of this, each item had been
marked with a message
to keep it for the AEDC
Museum.

This planned museum,
however, had failed to mate-
rialize in the years since the
items were first placed in
the warehouse and desig-
nated for future display.

Seeking guidance on what
could be done with the mate-
rials, McCowan reached out
to AEDC Historian Kenneth
Sloat.

“Since the AEDC Museum
has not come to be and these
items have been stored
since the ‘80s, I decided to
take a chance on calling
the historian for any other
ideas,” McCowan said.

Sloat, who has been an
Air Force historian since
2007, used his knowledge of
historic property manage-
ment to look for avenues to
display the items. The Air
Force Materiel Command
History Office at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio, materialized as the
“perfect solution” for some
of the items, as the office
has been working to contin-
ually improve its heritage
displays, Sloat said.

“It’s always great to see
historic items used to tell
our story,” Sloat added.

“These links to our her-
itage are a great way to
give people a physical rep-
resentation of the history.
It’s not just listening or
reading, it’s seeing, and
that translates to an expe-
rience.”

The items were shipped
to the AFMC History and
Heritage Directorate over
the summer. Sloat said the
team there accepted all of
the items and relayed their
intent to use several of the
items in hallway and lobby
displays, particularly the
drone motor because of its
size and link to both the
past and the future.

“I love that a piece of
our history here at AEDC
is going to be displayed,”
McCowan said. “I'm glad
this worked out so well
and I was part of the pro-
cess.”

McCowan said Materials
Management team mem-
bers are continuing to
excess and clean up old
materials located in Arnold
warehouses and laydown
yard to prepare for future
growth at the base. She is
calling on personnel across
Arnold to aid these efforts
should materials team
make contact. The knowl-
edge shared may give addi-
tional articles discovered
new life as well.

“There are so many items
that have been forgotten
by time,” McCowan said.
“Unfortunately, listed con-
tacts for these materials
have retired or moved on.
We are doing our best to
find people who can help
us, but it can be a struggle.

“Our biggest request
is that if someone 1in
Materials Management
reaches out to you for
assistance, please respond
to us and be willing to help
in our ongoing effort.”

RETIRED?

GET A DISCOUNT ON HOME INSURANCE
JUST FOR BEING YOU

Insure your home through AAA and save on your premiums just for being
a retired homeowner who is at least 55 years old.

Contact me for a quote or details about our
RETIRED HOMEOWNER DISCOUNT.
i Agent AAA Georgia - Berkner Insurance Agency
@7 SOMETHING email: hdberkner1 @acg.aaa.com
Z 478-216-5454
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Diabetes
High Blood Pressure
Cholesterol
Thyroid Problems
ADHD
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Anxiety and Depression
and More
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Fatigue Poor
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Sleep Memory Lapses
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leld,o Hot Flashes
Erectile
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Courtesy photo
A drone engine from the 1980s is pictured unboxed in a warehouse at Arnold Air Force
Base, Tenn. This motor and several aircraft canopies stored in the warehouse since the
late 1980s to early 1990s were shipped this summer to the Air Force Materiel Command
History and Heritage Directorate for possible display.
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530 S Houston Lake Rd,
Warner Robins,
GA 31088
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Air Force validates reliability, readiness of
ICBM force with Minuteman lll test launch

By Air Force Global Strike
Command Public Affairs
Air Force Global Strike
Command

BARKSDALE
FORCE BASE, La. --

Air Force Global Strike
Command conducted a
test launch of an unarmed
Minuteman III interconti-
nental ballistic missile from
Vandenberg Space Force
Base, California, on Nov. 5,
2025. This test, designated

AIR

Glory Trip 254, evaluated
the ongoing reliability, oper-
ational readiness and accu-
racy of the ICBM system,
a cornerstone of America's
national defense.

A team of AFGSC Airmen
with the 625th Strategic
Operations Squadron,
employing the Airborne
Launch Control System
from aboard a U.S. Navy
E-6B Mercury aircraft,
initiated the launch, test-
ing the effectiveness and

continuous availability of
the ALCS, a backup com-
mand-and-control system
for the ICBM force.

“GT 254 1is not just a
launch — it's a comprehen-
sive assessment to verify
and validate the ICBM sys-
tem's ability to perform its
critical mission,” said Lt.
Col. Karrie Wray, com-
mander of the 576th Flight
Test Squadron. “The data
collected during the test is
invaluable in ensuring the

continued reliability and
accuracy of the ICBM weap-
on system.”

The Western Test Range
at Vandenberg SFB serves
as the testing ground for
this critical effort. This
launch 1is part of a series of
routine and periodic activi-
ties crucial to assessing and
validating the Minuteman
IIT's capabilities. These
tests, conducted with strin-
gent safety protocols, allow
AFGSC to collect valuable

U.S. Space Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Draeke Layman
An unarmed Minuteman lll Intercontinental Ballistic Missile launches during an operational test at 01:35 a.m Pacific Time Nov. 5, 2025, at Vandenberg
Space Force Base, Calif. ICBM systems require regular testing to verify system performance and identify any potential issues. Data gathered from
Glory Trip 254 helps to identify and mitigate potential risks, ensuring the continued accuracy and reliability of the ICBM force.

data.
“This test validated the
reliability, adaptabili-

ty, and modularity of the
weapon system,” said Col.
Dustin Harmon, 377th
Test and Evaluation Group
commander. “Through this
comprehensive assessment,
conducted by a dedicated
team of AFGSC Airmen,
we ensure the highest
standards of integrity and
reliability for the nation's
ICBM system.”

The 377th Test and
Evaluation Group, the
Air Force's only dedicated
ICBM test organization,
oversaw the meticulous
planning and execution of
the test launch.

The wunarmed ICBM's
reentry vehicle traveled
approximately 4,200 miles
to the U.S. Army Space and
Missile Defense Command's
Ronald Reagan Ballistic
Missile Defense Test Site at
the Kwajalein Atoll in the
Republic of the Marshall
Islands.

The Reagan Test Site is
equipped with advanced
sensors, including high-fi-
delity metric and signature
radars, optical sensors,
and telemetry, and collect-
ed critical data during the
terminal phase of flight.
RTS team members ana-
lyze this data to evaluate
system performance and
support the research, devel-
opment, test and evaluation
of America's defense and
space programs.

Airmen with all three
AFGSC missile wings made
up the task force support-
ing the test launch, while
maintainers from the
90th Missile Wing at F.E.
Warren AFB, Wyoming,
provided essential mainte-
nance support. This collec-
tive effort underscored the
commitment and expertise
of the Airmen who maintain
and operate this vital weap-
on system.

As the U.S. Air Force
modernizes its ICBM force
with the LGM-35A Sentinel
weapon system, maintain-
ing the readiness of the
existing Minuteman III
remains a top priority.

"As we modernize to the
Sentinel weapon system, we
must continue to maintain
the readiness of the existing
Minuteman III fleet. GT 254
helps fulfill that commit-
ment, ensuring its contin-
ued accuracy and reliabil-
ity,” said Gen. S.L. Davis,
commander of Air Force
Global Strike Command.
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Chief Master Sgt. David Wolfe
named 21st Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force
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U.S. Air Force photo by Marcus Bullock

U.S. Air Force Gen. Ken Wilsbach, commander of Air Combat Command, and Chief Master Sgt. Dave Wolfe, ACC
command chief, chair the “Cutting the Red Tape Forum” during the ACC Fall Conference at Joint Base Langley-
Eustis, Virginia, recently. During this conference, Wilsbach, Wolfe, and ACC senior leaders considered innovative

solutions proposed by units, to help improve processes across the command.

Secretary of the Air Force
Public Affairs

ARLINGTON,

Va. (AFNS) --

Chief Master Sgt. David
R. Wolfe was selected as
the 21st Chief Master Sgt.
of the Air Force on Nov. 6.
His valuable experience and
proven performance make
him a key addition to Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen.
Ken Wilsbach's leadership
team.

“Chief Wolfe has been
my wingman, advisor and
confidant for multiple com-
mand assignments,” said
Wilsbach. “Cindy and I are
delighted to have Dave and

Doniel alongside us as we
lead the Air Force. Their
passion for Airmen and
their families is second to
none.”

Wolfe’s most recent
assignment before this new
position was Command
Chief Master Sergeant, Air
Combat Command, dJoint
Base Langley-Eustis,
Virginia. There, he served
as the principal advisor to
Wilsbach and ACC staff
on 1issues impacting the
well-being, morale, and
optimal employment of all
personnel.

Chief Wolfe's career began
in February 1992, encom-
passing a diverse range of

specialties. His experience
spans missile security, elite
guard duty, protective ser-
vices, and space warning
security, demonstrating
his commitment to nation-
al security. He possesses
expertise in training and
standardization evaluation,
security forces operations,
logistics, and professional
military education, ensur-
ing a well-rounded skill set.

“The selection of Chief
Wolfe as our 21st Chief
Master Sergeant of the
Air Force is the right deci-
sion during this critical
time for the Air Force,”
said Secretary of the Air
Force Troy Meink. “I know

that he will continue to
serve and advocate for
Airmen and their families.”

Aswith previous CMSAFSs,
Wolfe will serve as the pub-
lic voice for Air Force per-
sonnel to all levels of gov-
ernment. He will also act as
an advisor to Wilsbach and
other senior military and
civilian leaders, providing
counsel on issues concern-
ing the welfare, readiness,
morale, utilization, and pro-
fessional development of
the Air Force's Airmen.

As a leader, Wolfe will
set the course for the Total
Force and serve as a ded-
icated advocate for all
Airmen.
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AQIC accepting applications

through Jan. 30

AQIC is a 5.5-month course operating under a strategic
partnership with the USAF Weapons School to develop

Nomination Call:
Acquisition Instructor Course (AQIC)
Class 26B

Course Dates: July 6 — Dec. 12, 2026

Application Deadline: Jan. 30, 2026

operationally informed acquisition professionals as skilled
tacticians, leaders and unit instructors to tackle DAF’s toughest
acquisition problems.

Details: htt,

s://www.afmc.af.mil/Careers/AQIC/

GRADUATE

Nominations are open through Jan. 30, 2026 for Class 26B of the highly-competitive Department of the Air Force
Acquisition Instructor Course.

By Marisa Alia-Novobilski
Air Force Materiel Command

WRIGHT-PATTERSON
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio --

Nominations are open now
through Jan. 30, 2026 for the
next cohort of the highly-com-
petitive Department of the Air
Force Acquisition Instructor
Course.

The program is open to uni-
formed and civilian acquisi-
tion professionals from both
the Air and Space Forces who
are looking for an opportunity
to improve their leadership,
instructor skills, operational
acquisition capabilities and
program office integration
skills. Class 26B will be held
from July 6 to Dec. 12, 2026.

AQIC features cross-func-
tional academics, experiential
assignments, practical exer-
cises and more to ensure stu-
dents gain the skillsets to nav-
igate and exploit acquisition
policy in support of warfighter
requirements. Students are
in temporary duty status at

Wright-Patterson AFB for the
duration of the course, with
extensive travel to various
locations across the country.

Graduates are expected to
contribute to the acquisition
community and schoolhouse,
with the opportunity to fill spe-
cific positions at diverse devel-
opmental levels throughout
the Department. All gradu-
ates earn a Special Experience
Identifier and incur a three-
year service commitment.

Applicants must possess
a final Top Secret/Sensitive
Compartmented Information
(TS/SCI) clearance that is
valid for the duration of the
cohort.

For information on program
eligibility and requirements,
individuals can visit the AQIC
Sharepoint  Site  (CaC
Required). The page includes
a program overview, appli-
cation requirements, sample
nomination forms and more.

Additional information is

available at https://www.afmc.
af.mil/Careers/AQIC/.

Brig. Gen. David Miller to command
Warner Robins Air Logistics Complex

78th Air Base Wing
Public Affairs

ROBINS AIR FORCE
BASE, Ga. --

Brig. Gen. David Miller,
formerly Director of
Logistics and Engineering,
Headquarters Air Force
Global Strike Command at
Barksdale Air Force Base,

Louisiana, assumed com-

mand of the Warner Robins
Air Logistics Complex from
Brig. Gen. Jon Eberlan
during a change of com-
mand ceremony at Robins
Air Force Base, Georgia,
Nov. 4, 2025.

The private ceremo-
ny, held at the Museum
of Aviation's Century of
Flight Hangar, was pre-
sided over by Lt. Gen.

Stacey Hawkins, Air Force
Sustainment Center com-
mander. Hawkins oversaw
the passing of the unit gui-
don, a tradition symbolizing
the transfer of positional
authority from Eberlan to
Miller.

Miller's previous role
involved leading over 350
professionals, integrating
strategy and resources for

over 12,800 personnel across
maintenance, munitions,
supply and other logistics
fields. He also oversaw criti-
cal national security assets,
including nuclear weapons
storage and command sys-
tems, and performed lead
command functions for key
bomber, missile and heli-
copter fleets.

Miller received his com-

mission through the ROTC
program at the University
of Nebraska and held var-
ious staff and command
positions, including com-
manding the 377th Air Base
Wing at Kirtland Air Force
Base, New Mexico. He is
a graduate of the School
of Advanced Air and Space
Studies and holds mas-
ter's degrees from George

CITY OF WARNER ROBINS

PARADE ROUTE:
N. DAVIS DR TO WATSON BLVD

Washington University and
Air War College.

Eberlan, who enlisted
in the Air Force in 1990
and earned his commis-
sion in 1998, will transi-
tion to become the Director
of Logistics, Engineering
and Force Protection,
Headquarters Air Combat
Command, Joint Base
Langley-Eustis, Virginia.
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C3BM leaders host Japanese delegation,

disuss DAF B

I
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Official Air Force Photo by Richard Blumenstein

Vince Ross, meets with Japanese Air Self Defense Force delegates here, Sept. 29, 2025.
The delegates traveled to Hanscom Air Force Base to learn about the Department of
the Air Force’s Program Executive Office for Command, Control, Communications and
Battle Management’s divisions and how they connect into the DAF BATTLE NETWORK.
Ross is the Aerial Networks Division’s deputy.

By Richard Blumenstein
DAF PEQ C3BM Public Affairs

HANSCOM AIR FORCE
BASE, Mass. --

The seamless integration
of technologies between the
U.S. and its allies is para-
mount to prevail in or deter
the next major conflict.

To further that interop-
erability, delegates from
the Japan Air Self-Defense
Force met with leaders in
the Department of the Air
Force’s Program Executive
Office for Command,
Control, Communications
and Battle Management to
learn about DAF BATTLE
NETWORK capabilities,
here, Sept. 29, 2025. The
delegates received in-depth
briefs from C3BM’s Aerial
Networks Division and
Kessel Run. Division lead-
ers explained key DBN pro-
grams to help the Japanese

partners understand where
further integration is pos-
sible.

“It is our duty to meet
with people and have dis-
cussions on site so we can
understand what the objec-
tives are, what the mile-
stones are, and report back
to our leadership to further
mature our programs,” said
Maj. Nichinari Yamashita,
a JASDF action officer,
through a translator.

Aerial Networks Division
deputy Vince Ross briefed
with a focus on future
interoperability and Joint
Force decision advantage.
The division 1s responsible
for delivering, sustaining,
and supporting combat-ef-
fective, multi-domain com-
munication capabilities
integrated into various Air
Force weapon systems.

“Visits like these are cru-
cial to understanding our

partners’ requirements and
how they intend to interop-
erate with us,” Ross said.
“Because the nature of what
we do is so complicated, we
have face-to-face meetings
to talk through and get to
the real nuanced details of
their questions.” Similarly,
Kessel Run senior materiel
leader Col. Richard Lopez
briefed the delegates on
KR capabilities they deliv-
er and how they handle
software acquisition and
development. KR delivers
resilient command and con-
trol and targeting software
capabilities that provide
warfighters with decision
advantage. It architects and
acquires the means to con-
nect weapon systems with
warfighters and decision
makers to enable the Joint
Force to win.

“The visit to Kessel Run
was very beneficial because
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Official Air Force Photo by Richard Blumenstein

Col. Richard Lopez poses for a photograph with Japanese Air Self Defense Force
delegates, here, Sept. 29, 2025. The delegates traveled to Hanscom Air Force Base to
learn about the Department of the Air Force’s Program Executive Office for Command,
Control, Communications and Battle Management’s divisions and how they connect
into the DAF BATTLE NETWORK. Lopez is Kessel Run’s senior materiel leader.

right now we do not have
any sort of facility like this,”
said Lt. Col. Toshifumi
Sunaga, a JASDF air staff
officer, through a transla-
tor. “It was fruitful to hear
how their organization has
changed over the last sev-
eral years, and what kind
of capabilities they deliver.”

The U.S.-Japan Alliance
1s the cornerstone of peace
and security in the Indo-
Pacific region. The wisit
served to enhance modern-
ization efforts in interoper-
ability and strengthen com-
bined capabilities.

I TH

“Whenever we do things in
the Indo-Pacific region, we
have to do them in concert
with our partners there, and
that’s why it’s so important
that we meet with them,”
Ross said. “Any threat in
the region isn’t going to just
require a response from us,
but from all of our partners
in the region.”

The JASDF is responsible
for air and space operations
within the Japanese Self-
Defense Force. The visit was
organized by C3BM’s Aerial
Networks International
Branch Tokyo  Office,

\

which supports networking
interoperability between
Japan and the U.S. through
the Foreign Military Sales
program.

C3BM is responsible for
designing and delivering the
DAF BATTLE NETWORK.
The DAF BATTLE
NETWORK is the integrat-
ed system of systems con-
necting sensor, effector, and
logistics systems providing
better situational aware-
ness, faster decisions, and
decisive direction. In short,
resilient decision advantage
to the Joint Force.
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Lt Gen Jennifer Hammerstedt takes
charge as new AFSC commander

By Michael Tackitt
Air Force Sustainment Center

TINKER AIR FORCE

BASE, OKla. --
Lt. Gen. Jennifer
Hammerstedt assumed

command of the Air Force
Sustainment Center from
Lt. Gen. Stacey Hawkins
during a change of com-
mand ceremony, Nov. 13,
2025 at Tinker Air Force
Base.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Joseph Luther Callaway-Jones
Lt. Gen. Linda Hurry, interim commander of Air Force Materiel Command, left, presents
the guidon to Lt. Gen. Jennifer Hammerstedt, commander of Air Force Sustainment
Center, during the change of command ceremony Nov. 13 at Tinker Air Force Base,
Oklahoma.

Air  Force  Materiel
Command Interim
Commander Lt. Gen. Linda
Hurry presided over the cer-
emony. Hurry oversaw the
passing of the center’s gui-
don, traditionally symboliz-
ing the transfer of position-
al authority from Hawkins
to Hammerstedt. Due to the
government shutdown, all
travel fees associated with
the ceremony were paid for

WARNER -
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as personal, out-of-pocket
expenses.

“She’s very mission-fo-
cused, and she’s going to
drive us in the right direc-
tion, but she’s going to
take care of all the Airmen
along the way,” Hurry said
regarding Hammerstedt. “I
am thrilled for your orga-
nization because I know
just how special of a leader
you're getting. You had a

N

. ,';i,

phenomenal one in General
Hawkins. You're getting
another tremendous leader
in General Hammerstedt.”

Hammerstedt served as
the senior logistician within
the lead major command for
Combat Air Forces during
her previous assignment
and was responsible for
strategy, policy, resources
and performance manage-
ment of aircraft mainte-
nance, munitions, supply,
transportation, logistics
plans, installation support
and force protection activ-
ities.

“This 1is an amazing
opportunity and I know
the Air Force Sustainment
Center is a national trea-
sure, so it means a lot that
you would entrust it to me
and I'm very humbled by
that,” Hammerstedt said as
she spoke for the first time
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U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Joseph Luther Callaway-Jones
Lt. Gen. Jennifer Hammerstedt shares her thoughts as the new commander of Air Force
Sustainment Center during a change of command ceremony Nov. 13 at Tinker Air Force
Base, Oklahoma. Hammerstedt has served previously within AFSC as the 75th Air Base
Wing commander at Hill AFB, Utah, and as the commander of the Warner Robins Air
Logistics Complex at Robins AFB, Georgia.

as the new AFSC command-
er. “If you look at the his-
tory of the center and the
units within the center, this
center represents 85 years
of blood, sweat, and tears
supporting the warfighter
and delivering airpower for
our nation. This center is
rooted in the World War II
era, a buildup of our mili-
tary, and it has contributed
to every named operation
over eight decades.”
Hammerstedtreceived her
commission from the U.S.
Air Force Academy in 1996
and has held various staff
and command positions,
including within AFSC,
where she previously served
as the 75th Air Base Wing
commander at Hill AFB
Utah, and as the command-
er of the Warner Robins
Air Logistics Complex at
Robins AFB, Georgia. She

was most recently the direc-
tor of logistics, engineer-
ing and force protection for
Air Combat Command at
Joint Base Langley-Eustis,
Virginia.

Hawkins, who earned his
commission from the U.S.
Air Force Academy in 1991,
is retiring after more than
34 years of active Air Force
service.

The mission of the Air
Force Sustainment Center
is “forging readiness and
accelerating innovation for
America’s warfighters.” The
center provides war-win-
ning expeditionary capa-
bilities to the warfighter
through world-class depot
maintenance, supply chain
management and opera-
tions, software develop-
ment and maintenance and
installation support.
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MDS Airman earns recognition for

volunteer leadership in the community

- TR ¥

By Mark Wyatt
66th Air Base Group
Public Affairs

HANSCOM AIR FORCE
BASE, Mass. — A member of
the 66th Medical Squadron
has been recognized by base
officials for her volunteer
efforts after leading and
coordinating local commu-
nity and on-base profession-
al events.

Senior Airman Ma’Kaila

Eckermann, an MDS oral
preventive assistant, was
recently named as the 66th
Air Base Group’s volunteer
of the quarter for her work
supporting a humanitarian
effort in Connecticut, orga-
nizing a Community College
of the Air Force graduation
ceremony, and serving as a
ceremonial guardsman.
“Senior Airman
Eckermann’s dedication to
volunteerism demonstrates

WARNER -
ROBINS
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U.S. Air Force photo by Jerry Saslav
Senior Airman Ma’Kaila Eckermann, 66th Medical Squadron oral preventive assistant,
prepares dental instruments for use at Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., Sept. 30.
Eckermann has been recognized by base officials for her volunteer efforts after leading
and coordinating local community and on-base professional events.

the whole Airman concept
in action,” said Chief Master
Sgt. Jason Vollmer, instal-
lation command chief. “Her
efforts show the importance
of giving back to the com-
munities we live and serve,
and she is a great example
of the impact we can have
when doing so.”

Earlier this year,
Eckermann led the coor-
dination of four MDS

Airmen participating in a

U.S. Air Force photo by Jerry Saslav

Senior Airman Ma’Kaila Eckermann, 66th Medical Squadron oral preventive assistant,
is presented an award by Col. Jorge Jimenez, left, installation commander, and
Chief Master Sgt. Jason Vollmer, installation command chief, during a staff sergeant
promotion release event at Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., Sept. 30. Eckermann
has been recognized by base officials for her volunteer efforts after leading and
coordinating local community and on-base professional events.

Connecticut-based human-
itarian mission. The
Hanscom AFB off-duty
team volunteered to assist
with providing free dental
care to underserved commu-
nities across New England.

“They performed every-
thing from extractions to
cleanings and made an
impact in the local commu-
nity across the region,” she
said.

In addition, Eckermann
volunteered this past spring
to help lead the installa-
tion’s first CCAF gradua-
tion ceremony since 2022.
The event recognized enlist-
ed Airmen who completed
associate degrees.

DECEMBER 19, 2025
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She also volunteered as a
ceremonial guardsman for
the Patriot Honor Guard.

As the only active duty
installation in the sev-
en-state northeast region,
honor guard members sup-
port military funerals and
other events throughout
New England and New
York.

Eckermann, who entered
the Air Force in 2019, has
served in a variety of roles
within the squadron’s den-
tal flight, including her cur-
rent position as sterilization
technician and as a unit
safety representative.

She was promoted to staff
sergeant earlier this year.

Originally from San
Antonio, Texas, and raised
in Pine Bluff, Arkansas,
Eckermann has been sta-
tioned at Hanscom AFB for
more than six years. She
is scheduled to transfer to
Colorado Springs, Colorado,
in January.

“Every opportunity to vol-
unteer, whether in the clin-
ic, the honor guard, or in
the community, has been
meaningful,” she said.

For others seeking volun-
teeropportunitiesinthelocal
community, visit https:/
www.hanscom.af.mil/
About-Us/Fact-Sheets/
Display/Article/3990341/
volunteer-opportunities.

51654_1



	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4 Editorial
	A5 Lifestyle
	A6 Puzzle
	A7 Class
	A8 Business
	A9
	A10
	B1 TIR
	B2 TIR
	B3 TIR
	B4 TIR
	B5 TIR
	B6 TIR
	B7 TIR
	B8 TIR



