
Depart from 
evil and do 
good; Seek 
peace and 
pursue it.
Psalms 34:14

(NKJV)
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‘We’re all in!’
Community comes together to celebrate MLK, continue advocacy

City of Warner Robins unveils future 
home of Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Fraternity and community honors 
MLK, reaches youth, with breakfast

Police investigating a 
possible murder-suicide

DOJ files lawsuit against county, Board of Commissioners

Brieanna Smith/HHJ

Highly Favored Ministries Pastor Shurwanda Jolly (left-center) speaks at the Houston County NAACP MLK Day 
Celebration on Monday, Jan. 20. Also pictured: Rev. Joe Sumpter Jr. (left,) Trish Wilson (right-center,) NAACP 
President Jonathan Johnson (right.)

Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Land Tribute gave attendees the opportunity to see the 
future home of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

Brieanna Smith/HHJ

Dr. Daryl Vining speaks at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
“Unity in the Community” breakfast Saturday, Jan. 18.
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WARNER ROBINS — 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
observances started over 
the weekend in Warner 
Robins with a celebration 
of the civil rights leader’s 
impact on the community. 

On Saturday, Jan. 18, 
folks gathered at the First 
Baptist Church of Garmon 
Street for a unity break-
fast, an event sponsored by 
the church and the Epsilon 
Beta Lambda Chapter of the 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor

brieanna@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — 
Investigators are looking 
into a possible murder-sui-
cide that claimed three 
lives on Monday afternoon, 
the Warner Robins Police 
Department said.

According to a press 
release, on Jan. 20, around 
3:40 p.m., officers responded 
to a house on the 300 block 
of Taylor Elaine Drive, just 
south of Feagin Mill Road.

There, officers made con-
tact with a 43-year-old male 
complainant and found 
three victims: a 38-year-old 
woman, a 13-year-old girl 
and a 9-year-old boy.

By BRIEANNA SMITH
HHJ Managing Editor

brieanna@hhjonline.com
PERRY — Monday was 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
prompting various events in 
middle Georgia to celebrate. 
Locally, several churches 
and community organiza-
tions marched from Oldfield 
Baptist Church to New Hope 
Baptist Church, taking a 
stand for unity and continued 
advocacy for equality.

At New Hope Baptist was 
an MLK Day celebration, 
titled “All In” and present-
ed by the Houston County 
NAACP. Operating like a 
church service, the celebra-
tion featured singing, prayer, 
and performances. 

Faith Gordon sang the 
Black National Anthem; The 
Highly Favored Ministries 
praise dancers performed a 
dance. The Royal Diamond 
Dance Team also danced, 
and Damion Brown played 
a musical selection on the 
saxophone.

The event also featured 
several speakers, who deliv-
ered remarks calling for 
action, unity and advocacy. 
Throughout the ceremo-
ny speaking was Rev. Joe 
Sumpter Jr., who opened the 

By SANDRA HERNANDEZ
HHJ Staff Writer

sandra@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS – 
The City of Warner Robins 
hosted a Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Land Tribute on 
Friday, Jan. 17. marking 

the beginning of a new jour-
ney for the city and local 
veterans.

It had been a long wait for 
veterans to see a memorial 
honoring those who did not 
make it back home. Soon, 
they will finally have a place 

where everyone remembers 
their sacrifice.

The memorial will be on 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Parkway, named in April 
of 2009. The event start-
ed with Mayor LaRhonda 

By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer

owen@hhjonline.com

HOUSTON COUNTY 
— The United States 
Department of Justice 
has filed a lawsuit against 
Houston County and the 
Board of Commissioners 
for violating Section 2 and 
Section 12(d) of the Voting 
Rights Act. 

According to the lawsuit, 
Section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act prohibits enforce-
ment of voting qualification, 
prerequisite to voting, stan-
dard, practice or procedure 
that results in the denial 
or abridgment of the right 
to vote on account of race, 
color or language minority 
status. 

See MLK page 3A

See VETERANS page 3A

See BREAKFAST page 7A

See POLICE page 8A See LAWSUIT page 8A
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Editor’s note: this is part 
one of a two-part series.

PERRY – Perry City 
Council hosted the 
long-awaited town hall 
meeting. This gave citizens 
the chance to voice their 
concerns and stay updated 
on the city’s plans.

The meeting started with 
Mayor Randall Walker wel-
coming the audience. The 
meeting discussed future 
growth and how the city will 
manage it. Walker believes 
they need to be looking out 
into the future and see how 
growth will look like.

He then introduced coun-
cil members:

•Phyllis Bynum Grace 
and Reverend Willie King, 
representing district one.

•Dan Peterson and 
Robert Jones, representing 
district two.

•Mayor Pro Tempore 
James Moody and Darryl 
Albritton, representing dis-
trict three, the city’s largest 
district.

City Manager Lee 
Gilmour, Assistant City 
Manager Robert Smith, City 
Attorney Brooke Newby 
and department heads were 
also present at the town 
hall meeting.

Overall, the meeting 
was a showcase of Perry’s 
growth and upcoming city 
council plans, with input 
from council and citizens.

Purpose of Town Hall
Peterson, who explained 

the meeting’s purpose, was 
elected in May of 2024. 
He described his first six 
months as a “crash course” 
in understanding how a 
city operates. He said his 
two questions were the real 
foundation and purpose of 
local government and what 
citizens want from their 
local government.

Peterson then explained 
what the city oversees, 
including:

•Collection and allocation 
of revenue

•Hiring the most quali-
fied staff

•Development of civil 
order

He said this means the 
ordinances, laws, rules and 
engagements to have a 
civil community that works 
together. All the elements 
seek to accomplish one 
thing: fulfill or to achieve 
the citizen’s desire for their 
community.

“We listen to you. We 
want to know what you 
think, what you need for 
our community. It’s not just 
what you desire but its then 
to come up with a plan to 
implement to that end,” 
Peterson said.

As a citizen, he asked 
what it is they want from 
their local government. 
Peterson divided it up into 
five categories:

•Public safety: knowing 
citizens live in a safe and 
protected community.

•Services: operation-
al trash pick-up, water 
and sewer infrastructure. 
Reliable, affordable services 

and quality roads. Public 
works, Peterson said, is the 
city’s largest division.

•Growth: a dedicated 
future growth plan. The 
main priority of the town 
hall meeting.

•Aesthetics: an attractive 
looking city, free of unkept 
landscapes and trash on the 
road.

•Improved quality of life: 
quality parks, recreation 
and facilities.

“We want to be proud of 
Perry. I love that phrase, 
Perry Proud, that’s what we 
are,” Peterson said.

Their fifth priority is 
they all want to improve 
the quality of life, which 
involves parks, recreation 
and facilities.

Peterson also shared sta-
tistics on Thursday night.. 
The city’s current popu-
lation is just over 26,000 
with an area of 28 square 
miles. The city’s budget 
going into fiscal year 2025 
is $51,831,100. There are 
approximately 216 city 
employees, not including 
Walker and councilmem-
bers.

“All of these departments, 
all of these people who work 
on these various responsi-
bilities, is all designed so 
that we do what the citizens 
of this community want and 
the citizens desire for the 
kind of community we all 
want,” Peterson said.

Discussion of future 
land use map

Community Development 
Director Bryan Wood also 

spoke during the meeting 
and shared more informa-
tion on community devel-
opment and land use devel-
opment in the city. Wood 
has been working with the 
city for eight years after 
being a part of the commu-
nity development team in 
Greenville, S.C.

Wood shared over the last 
20 years the city has seen 
a lot of growth. According 
to Wood, 15% percent of 
the growth has been inside 
Perry Parkway and 85%has 
been outside the parkway. 
The areas in Kathleen 
within city limits and on 
Highway 127 is much of the 
development outside Perry 
Parkway.

In the last eight years, 
the percentages have shift-
ed, says Wood. He said now 
only seven percent of the 
development has residential 
development inside Perry 
Parkway and 93% is devel-
oping outside the parkway. 

Wood showed the future 
land use map as a visu-
al reference, splitting 
the city east and west 
by Highway 41 and Ball 
Street. According to Wood, 
75 percent of the develop-
ment in the last eight years 
has been on the east side. 
The city anticipates most 
of their growth to be on the 
east side.

Wood said city council 
has made a lot of policies 
and implemented modifi-
cations to the land man-
agement ordinance. He also 
shared they have modified 

ordinances to address con-
flicts or potential conflicts 
between existing and new 
developments.

The council asked the 
Community Development 
Department to look at the 
city’s service area. The area 
is defined through their 
comprehensive plan and 
a service delivery strate-
gy required by the state. 
Wood said they developed 
several categories for future 
land uses which included 
low density residential, 
medium density residential 
and high density residen-
tial. For each category, they 
looked at the current zoning 
districts’ propriety.

“This is intended to give 
council a guide for making 
decisions in the future as 
properties to annex into the 
city of what is appropriate 
for the land use for that 
particular area,” Wood said.

Wood also shared they 
looked at low, medium and 
high density residential 
and neighborhood commer-
cial nodes with mixed use. 
They also looked at neigh-
borhood commercial nodes 
with mixed use and com-
mercial nodes with mixed 
use. Wood said commercial 
nodes are going to be higher 
intensity commercial neigh-
borhood. Commercial nodes 
would still be commercial 
but more convivence orient-
ed or locally oriented.

Wood also shared the 
map’s industrial and con-
servation categories. Flood 
plains established by FEMA 

in 2008 were listed as con-
servation, alongside ceme-
teries. 

Wood said they also rec-
ognize they need to pre-
serve industrial areas and 
looked at which areas are 
appropriate. He also shared 
their decisions were made 
looking at their comprehen-
sive plan, which was adopt-
ed in 2022. The plan will 
be revised before 2027, and 
Wood said citizens will be 
involved in the comprehen-
sive planning process. The 
comprehensive plan is the 
guiding element for making 
land use decisions over the 
next five years, says Wood.

The west side of Perry 
Parkway, a four-lane high-
way, is considered an indus-
trial area in the comprehen-
sive plan. This is due to the 
already existing industrial 
park and the highway. The 
other industrial area is on 
the east side, bounded by a 
railroad driveway. The final 
industrial area is north of 
the runway for the Perry 
Houston County Airport.

Wood then looked at 
commercial nodes at major 
intersections and said the 
city wants to limit their 
development on those inter-
sections. Also on the map 
is the future Commodore 
Drive, which will be an 
extension of Langston Road 
connecting Highway 127 
down to Sandefur Road and 
Highway 341.

Wood told attendees 
where the major commer-
cial nodes are located and 

said it is where the city 
felt would be neccessary to 
address services. He then 
said neighborhood commer-
cial nodes are for conve-
nience and at less major 
intersections, like on Kings 
Chapel Road. Wood said the 
city felt high density res-
idential, like apartments, 
should be limited and clus-
tered around commercial 
nodes.

The west side of the map 
close to Peach County was 
identified as low density 
residential; what was left 
was identified as medium 
density residential.

“That’s kind of the rea-
soning thought behind 
developing this map or how 
this map ended up. I want 
to say this is, in my mind, 
an extension of the compre-
hensive plan,” he said. “It 
gives council a guide on how 
development should occur, 
what density it should 
occur should we be asked 
for annexation. It should be 
updated on a regular basis 
as things change [and] as 
priorities change. It should 
be looked at on a regular 
basis for any modifications.”

To view the future land 
use map, visit: https://
www.perry-ga.gov/uploads/
files/ab/6d/ab6d2e0fa3fe-
c94a539851a381bb8aac.pdf.

The town hall featured 
plenty of input from Council 
and Citizens on various top-
ics. See their insights in 
part two, in Saturday’s edi-
tion of The Houston Home 
Journal.

"An inside look at the community"THE INSIDE

39
06
6_
1

Andrew Moore, Agent

478-987-1224
onemooreinsurance.com

1001 Washington St
Perry, 

GA 31069

38
47
6_
1

Perry city council addresses growth at first 2025 town hall meeting

Sandra Hernandez/HHJ

The Town Hall meeting gave citizens the opportunity to voice their concerns and learn more about the city’s plan to manage growth.



service speaking for voting 
rights and linking Monday’s 
march to the civil rights 
movement. He encouraged 
the community to vote, saying 
that King died for that right.

“We ought to get excited 
for those who marched over 
to the church. You’re recall-
ing the marches that [King] 
had and everything that he 
did for the advancement of 
colored people. Y’all ought to 
be excited. There was a time 
we couldn’t even vote, and 
now it comes down to a vote,” 
Sumpter said.

Trish Wilson led the open-
ing prayer, asking for God’s 
blessings on the service and 
highlighting God’s intent and 
role towards progress.

“We have come this far by 
faith only because our God 
is intentional. We serve an 
intentional God; He’s inten-
tional about his people,” 
Wilson said.

Highly Favored Ministries 
Pastor Shurwanda Jolly gave 
remarks calling for the com-
munity to be intentional as 
well, calling for the commu-
nity to resist self-service and 
support each other. A key 
issue she spoke on was vot-
ing, emphasizing that every 
vote matters, especially local-
ly. She also mentioned issues 
that affect youth, such as vio-
lence, drug use and suicide, 
calling on parents to guide 
their children and youth to 
resist partaking.

Closing her message, Jolly 

asked the crowd if they were 
all in, with an energetic 
response.

“I’m all in!” the crowd said.
Jonathan Johnson, Houston 

County NAACP president, 
spoke on the organization and 
the role they play in the com-
munity, ultimately vouching 
for the community to join 
their cause of ensuring equal-
ity.

Johnson mentioned that 
the NAACP will work on the 
community’s behalf to ensure 
equal treatment from police 
departments and the school 
district, citing several instanc-
es within the school system, 
such as Houston County 
High School baseball team 
members dressed up like 
the Ku Klux Klan, a Warner 
Robins Middle School teacher 
accused of threatening a stu-
dent over offense by an Israeli 
flag in his classroom, and 
an incident at Mossy Creek 
Middle School where a teach-
er allegedly kicked a student’s 
desk. Dr. Rutha Jackson 
added the local NAACP has a 
Youth Council.

Two spoken words by 
Essence underscored the 
theme of Monday’s service: 
“Present Day Kings” and “All 
In.”

She opened “Present Day 
Kings” by mentioning civil 
rights leaders with agency 
and ambition to fight against 
injustice. She also said Dr. 
King embodied virtues from 
philosophers like Henry 
David Thoreau and Mahatma 
Gandhi, which he used in 
alignment with a divine call-

ing. 
She called on the commu-

nity to take action, and con-
tinue fighting for equality, 
saying they now embody Dr. 
King’s legacy.

“It is our responsibility to 
organize with synergy, uti-
lize our resources and move 
with agency. It is not enough, 
my dear friends, to merely 
be angry. Instead, we must 
be busy with purpose and 
intentionality. We must unite 
in our methodologies, align 
our strategies. We must be 
vigilant in our agency. We 
must continue to fight for the 
dream because we are the 
present day King,” Essence 
said.

“All In” started with a 
question: “What does it mean 
[to be] all in?” Essence said 
she carefully thought over 
her response, and her first 
concepts in mind were ded-
ication and determination. 
For Essence, being “all in” 
requires these concepts, with 
an active role in calling out 
injustice as it happens, espe-
cially in terms of represen-
tation, microaggressions, and 
legislation.

“It is fighting against rac-
ism and no longer passing 
self hatred under colloquial 
euphemisms. I am all in. It is 
less about our differences and 
more about how we organize 
and remain consistent, per-
sistent in what we believe in,” 
she said. “‘All in’ should be 
defined as our indefinite state 
of being.”
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By DAVE WILLIAMS
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service
ATLANTA — Business 

leaders are gearing up to 
defend the growing prolifer-
ation of power-hungry data 
centers in Georgia from an 
expected pushback in the 
General Assembly by critics 
worried about the industry's 
impact on electric rates.

Gov. Brian Kemp vetoed 
a bill the legislature passed 
last year that would have 
temporarily suspended a 
state sales tax exemption 
aimed at attracting data 
centers to Georgia.

Republican legislative 
leaders had supported 
House Bill 1192, arguing 
the rapid growth of data 
centers is putting a strain 
on the state’s energy grid. 

"They put an enormous 
demand on electric and 
water resources," said ener-
gy lawyer Bobby Baker, 
a former member of the 
Georgia Public Service 
Commission. "If these data 
centers come in, you're tak-
ing an enormous amount of 
electricity that could power 
a manufacturing plant that 
creates a lot more jobs and 
eliminating that option. It's 
going to hurt Georgia."

But Chris Clark, presi-
dent and CEO of the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which urged Kemp to veto 
the bill, said data centers 
are springing up in Georgia 
and elsewhere because peo-
ple want them.

The latest example is 
an application submitted 
Thursday for a proposed 
2.5-million-square-foot data 
center complex in Newton 
County occupying nine 
buildings.

"These data centers are 
a response to consumer 
demand," Clark said.

Georgia House Speaker 
Jon Burns announced ear-
lier this month the creation 
of a special committee to 
develop a resource manage-
ment plan for the state that 
will take into account the 
anticipated effects of the 
growing demand for ener-
gy and water on supplies. 
While Burns said the panel 
will not specifically target 
data centers, they are likely 
to occupy a good deal of its 
time.

"We haven't had a state 
energy plan since 2006," 
Clark said. "It's a smart 
move."

State Rep. Brad Thomas, 
R-Holly Springs, who will 
chair the committee, said 
its work will continue after 
the General Assembly 
adjourns the 2025 session 
in early April.

"We'll do the bulk of our 
work in the off-season," he 
said. "We can't just go in 
and take a bite at such an 
important piece of our econ-
omy in nine weeks."

Baker said the tax incen-
tives last year's legislation 
was seeking to suspend are 
neither necessary nor jus-
tified. He and other critics 
of data centers say they 

don't provide the economic 
impact to justify offering 
tax breaks.

"They create a handful of 
jobs," he said. "There's no 
benefit to Georgia."

Baker also argued that 
the volume discounts such 
large users of electricity get 
drive up electric rates for 
residential and small busi-
ness customers, which have 
soared by 37% in the last 
two years.

"These large customers 
all qualify for these margin-
al rates that are a quarter 
of what we pay," he said. 
"We don't need any more 
increases for residential 
and small commercial folks. 
They have been pounded 
hard."

But Clark said the stor-
age capabilities of domestic 
data centers in Georgia and 
other states are vital to the 
nation's national security at 
a time data centers are crop-
ping up all over the world 
and storing Americans' per-
sonal information.

"We want that data stored 
as close to home as possi-
ble," he said.

Clark said he expects the 
special committee to exam-
ine Georgia's long-term 
energy needs through 2040 
or 2050.

"I hope we don't scape-
goat or pick winners and 
losers," he said.

Thomas said he expects 
the committee to hold its 
first meeting during the 
week of Jan. 27.

"Where to go. What to do."CALENDAR
Crossroads 

Quilt Show
Crossroads Quilt Guild 

of Perry is presenting it's 
30th Bi-annual quilt show 
on March 21-23, 2025 at "The 
Well at Centerville Church; 
600 N Houston Lake Blvd 
Centerville. 

There will be over 100 
quilts on display  made by 
their members. 

Each quilt entered in a 
specified category and judged 
accordingly. Along with 
quilts there will be Vendors, 
demos, Raffle Baskets, and 
scissor sharpening vendor,so 
bring your scissors!

$8 entry fee/$1 discount 
coupon available at the local 
quilt/fabric stores"

Times: Friday and 
Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
noon-5 p.m.

Clothes Closet 
Yard Sale

The Well at Centerville 
will hold a Clothes Closet 
Community Yard Sale Jan 
31st and Feb 1st   -   9am to 
1pm both days.

Inside Fellowship Hall 
(Parking and entrance 
behind the church.)

600 N. Houston Lake 
Blvd.

Not just clothing! All 
kinds of items will be avail-
able for sale! Come seek and 
find!

Money raised will be used 
for purchasing extra needed 
items for the Clothes Closet 
such as diapers and toilet-
ries.

Want to donate items for 
the sale? Please leave in the 
trailer behind the church 
by the Tom Shell building. 
Thank you for your support!

All Saints Wine 
and Cheese

All Saints Episcopal 
Church, located at 1708 
Watson Blvd, Warner 
Robins, is hosting our 
Annual Wine and Cheese 
on 14 Feb 2025, Valentines 
Day, starting at 7:00PM.  
Various wines and cheeses 
are available for tasting and 
enjoying.  In addition, there 
is a Silent Auction and door 
prizes.  This event is one of 
our major Episcopal Church 
Women’s (ECW) fund-
ing sources for the many 
Outreach Programs spon-
sored by All Saints.  Tickets 
are $30.00 per person and 
can be purchased at the 
church office. Please contact 
the church office at 478-923-
1791 for more information 
and tickets.

Roland E. Fall to 
Perform at Jen’s 

Happy Valentine’s 
Market

Jen's Happy Valentine’s 
Day Market will host musi-
cian Roland E. Fall for a 
morning and afternoon pre-
sentation of his Valentine’s 
and Blues music.  Jen's 
Happy Valentine’s Day 
Market will take place on 
Saturday, February 8, 2025, 
at the Howard Community 
Clubhouse, 5645 Forsyth 
Road, Macon GA, 31210, 
11am to 4pm. The pub-
lic is cordially welcomed 
to attend this fun day of 
live music, shopping local 
artisans, eating tasty foods 
and having a GOOD TIME! 
Happy Valentine’s Day!

City of Centerville
Notice of General Election and Qualifying
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-131 (a)(1)(A), the following qualifying fees were set by the Governing Authority at the January 
7, 2025, council meeting. 

Qualifying for the November 4, 2025, General Election shall be held at the City of Centerville, City Hall, City Clerk’s Office, 
300 E. Church Street, beginning at 8:30am on August 18, 2025, and ending at 4:30pm on August 20, 2025; one hour 
allowed for lunch 1pm-2pm. 

The qualifying fees are as follows: three hundred sixty ($360.00) for Mayor seat and one hundred eighty ($180.00) for 
Council seats Post 1 and Post 2.  

All persons who are not registered to vote and who desire to vote in the election may register to vote through the close of 
business October 6, 2025. 

Early voting will be held October 14, 2025, through October 31, 2025 (8am-5pm). In addition, there will be voting 
conducted the following Saturdays during the hours of 9am-5pm; (October 18, 2025) and (October 25, 2025).   Early 
voting locations- Houston Health Pavilion Conference Center, 233 N. Houston Rd, Warner Robins, Ga.  31093 and Houston 
County Board of Elections, 2030 Kings Chapel Rd, Perry, Ga.  31069.

Polls will be open from 7:00am until 7:00pm on Election Day, City of Centerville, 300 E Church Street, Centerville Ga. 
31028.

If necessary, the run-off election will be held on December 2, 2025.

Elections 
Superintendent

City of Centerville 38
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2_
1

Notice is hereby given that, in accordance with O.C.G. A 21-2-540, a special election shall be held in Centerville, Ga.-
Houston County to fill the unexpired term in the office of Mayor seat, caused by resignation of the Honorable John Harley. 
The special election will be held on June 17, 2025.

Qualifying for the special election shall be held at the City of Centerville, City Hall, City Clerk’s Office, 300 E Church Street, 
beginning at 9:00am on April 1, 2025, and ending at 12:00pm on April 3, 2025 (allowing one hour each day for lunch 
from 1-2). The qualifying fee, set by the Council on January 7, 2025, shall be three hundred sixty dollars. ($360.00) for 
the Mayor seat.

All persons who are not registered to vote and who desire to vote in the special election may register to vote through the 
close of business on May 19, 2025. 

Early voting will be held May 27, 2025, through June 13, 2025 (8am-5pm). In addition, there will be voting conducted on 
the following Saturdays during the hours of 9am-5pm; (May 31, 2025) and (June 7, 2025).   

Early voting locations- Houston Health Pavilion Conference Center, 233 N. Houston Rd, Warner Robins, Ga.  31093 and 
Houston County Board of Election, 2030 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, Ga.  31069.

Polls will be open from 7:00am until 7:00pm on Election Day, City of Centerville, 300 E Church Street, Centerville Ga. 
31028.

Should a run-off election be required, such runoff election will be held on July 15, 2025.

This is the 7th day of January 2025.

City of Centerville
Election Superintendent

Houston County

CALL FOR SPECIAL ELECTION
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MLK
From page 1A		

Patrick welcoming attend-
ees, saying the location will 
soon have a wall honoring 
the 1,584 Georgians who 
did not return home from 
the Vietnam War.

The memorial will be in 
two phases, the first an out-
door portion with statues 
and a memorial wall. The 
second phase will be the 
construction of a building.

Construction will start 
this year and, as of right 
now, the timeline is unsure. 
Patrick said a proposal 
request has been submit-
ted, and the city will know 
a timeline in approximately 
45 days.

Patrick said the event was 
for those who never walked 
on Georgia soil again, their 
families, their loved ones 
and those who did return 
but did not receive the wel-
come they deserved.

Patrick also recog-
nized Bill Carey and Tom 
McClendon for being pio-
neers in the initiative, 
which started in 2011. 

Carey is a member of the 
Veterans Issues Board and 
of the Romeos, a Vietnam 
veterans group. He thanked 
participating organizations 
for attending the event and 
believes it is time to give 
their brothers a rest at 
home.

Patrick also gave thanks 
to Michael Driggers, who 
donated five acres of land 
to the city. Driggers is a 

Vietnam Veteran and 
always wanted a place peo-
ple could come and remem-
ber.

“It’s because of my heart 
for Vietnam Veterans that I 
feel like they should be rec-
ognized for the service that 
they gave. I’m proud to be in 
a community that’s going to 
get the ball rolling and get 
this thing going. I’ll be here 
often,” he said.

Congressman Sanford 
Bishop was also at the 
event and has worked with 
Patrick over the past months 
to bring this memorial to 
the community. Bishop said 
he was proud to support 
the memorial and said he 
will always ensure America 
provides the highest qual-
ity of care and benefits for 
veterans and their families. 
He also said he will always 
make sure their sacrifices 
are recognized and honored.

Bishop said a memorial is 
a place reminding people to 
stop and reflect, as well as 
to pay respect.

“The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial will help preserve 
the legacy of our service 
members, the stories of 
their valor, the weight of 
their sacrifice and the les-
sons we must draw for a 
better future,” he said.

Bishop said projects like 
the memorial are personal 
to him because he remem-
bers his childhood friend, 
Thaddeus Williams, who 
passed away while serving 
in the Army. 

He then recognized 
McClendon with a certifi-

cate of special congressio-
nal recognition. McClendon 
spent a decade fighting for 
the memorial by challeng-
ing mayors and members of 
congress.

Representative Shaw 
Blackmon also spoke at the 
event and presented House 
Resolution 17. The resolu-
tion honors those who were 
victims of Agent Orange. 
The memorial will pay hom-
age of those victims since 
they are not currently rec-
ognized as victims of the 
Vietnam War.

Patrick said on the wall 
there will be many names’ 
veterans will know, it will 
be the names of those they 
served alongside and tried 
to protect during the war. 
The wall will also have the 
name of Patrick’s great 
uncle, and she plans to 
teach her son about the war.  
She said the memorial will 
represent something many 
have fought without ceasing 
to see in the city.

“We’ve been working so 
hard as a team, staying 
focused on each phase as 
each year comes in. This 
is the year of execution for 
the city of Warner Robins,” 
she said. “You can finally 
see the things we said we’re 
going to do and see some-
thing physical to show you 
that we meant what we said 
and we’re doing it. So, being 
able to show everyone that 
the things we could happen, 
did happen, it’s what really 
warms me up the most.”

VETERANS
From page 1A		

Georgia lawmakers to debate 
pros and cons of data centers
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Take The Forecast 
Seriously, But Not 
Necessarily Literally

Dear Readers, 
Prosecutors have 
enormous power.  

They can decide whom to 
investigate and charge 
while providing guid-
ance and training for law 
enforcement.  We depend on 
our prosecutors being above 
favoritism or bias.

This is why it was refresh-
ing that President Biden did 
not interfere with the pros-
ecution of his son, Hunter 
Biden.  And, it was equally 
depressing when President 
Biden decided to pardon his 
son, after guilty verdicts by 
a jury.

Senator Bob Menendez 
was a United States Senator 
from New Jersey and a 
member of the Democrat.  
He has long operated under 
a legal cloud.  He has been 
under legal scrutiny by 
Republican and Democratic 
Justice Departments for the 
past two (2) decades.

In 2006, Bob Menendez 
was serving in the House 

of Representatives.  Chris 
Christie, as a Republican-
appointed U.S. Attorney 
in New Jersey, investigat-
ed him for dubious rent 
practices.  This ultimately 
resulted in the bipartisan 
House Ethics Committee 
opening its review.  Nothing 
else came of this.

In 2015, Barack Obama’s 
DOJ indicted Sen. Menendez 
for public corruption.  The 
successor Republican DOJ 
unsuccessfully prosecuted 
him, when a jury “hung” 
10-2 for conviction.  Sen. 
Menendez continued to 
serve as a Senator and was 
even re-elected to his seat 
amid his criminal woes.  

Nothing else came of this.
Finally, probably the 

shadiest public servant in 
recent memory is going to 
suffer punishment.  In July, 
a Manhattan, New York jury 
convicted him of public cor-
ruption and he resigned as 
Senator.  President Biden’s 
appointed U.S. Attorney 
is recommending 15 years 
in prison and Probation’s 
Sentencing Report recom-
mends 12 years – sentenc-
ing is set for February after 
the change in administra-
tion.

Sen. Menendez has asked 
President Biden for a par-
don.  No go.  He plans to ask 
President Trump for one, 
after the change in DOJ 
personnel.  Watch for this.  
Effectively, a Democratic 
DOJ has defrocked a 
Democratic Senator.

You may remember the 
tragic story of Ahmaud 
Arbery from 2020.  He was 
an unarmed young African-
American man whose life 

was cut short when he was 
murdered for jogging (as he 
often did) through a neigh-
borhood by three (3) white 
males Greg McMichael, 
Travis McMichael (Greg’s 
son), and their neighbor 
William “Roddie” Bryan. 

The twist is the elder 
McMichael was a former 
investigator for the local 
District Attorney, Jackie 
Johnson.  It took several 
months for the perpetrators 
to be arrested.  In that inter-
im, between the killing and 
the arrests, Greg McMichael 
was in communication with 
Ms. Jackson.  There were 
at least 16 phone calls 
between the two of them – 
What was she doing having 
private contacts (and this 
extraordinary number) with 
a suspect in a murder inves-
tigation?

The three men were even-
tually found guilty of mur-
der and sentenced in state 

The “Law” Man

Attorney Rockefeller Law Center

Jim
Rockefeller
Columnist

In the flood of trib-
utes following Jimmy 
Carter’s passing, one 

major aspect of his legacy 
was largely overlooked: his 
unwavering commitment to 
rural America. As the only 
president in modern his-
tory to hail from a small 
farming community, Carter 
brought a unique perspec-
tive to the White House 
that shaped his policies 
and priorities in ways that 
continue to resonate today.

Carter’s rural roots ran 
deep. Born and raised in 
Plains, Ga., he under-
stood the challenges facing 
America’s heartland on a 
very personal level. This 
background informed his 
approach to governance, 
both as governor of Georgia 
and as president of the 
United States. 

Yet, in the days following 
his death, this important – 
indeed, pivotal – aspect of 
his legacy received scant 
attention, overshadowed by 
discussions of his foreign 
policy achievements and 
post-presidential humani-
tarian work.

This vision, which he car-
ried into the White House, 
would shape his approach 
to rural policy for years to 
come.

As governor, Carter laid 
the groundwork for his 
rural focus, championing 

initiatives like the Georgia 
Heritage Trust Program 
in 1972, which aimed to 
preserve the state’s natu-
ral landscapes and historic 
sites.

He recognized early on 
that economic growth and 
environmental protection 
could coexist when ground-
ed in faithful stewardship 
of the land.  Upon reaching 
the White House, Carter 
elevated rural issues to 
national prominence. In 
1979, he unveiled a compre-
hensive Small Community 
and Rural Development 
Policy, a first of its kind. 

This policy addressed 
pressing rural needs, from 
housing and healthcare 
to economic development 
and environmental stew-
ardship. Carter’s approach 
was holistic, recognizing 
that rural America’s chal-
lenges were interconnected 
and required a coordinated 
response.  

As a young reporter, I 
interviewed Carter during 
the 1970 gubernatorial 

campaign and have a clear 
memory of him emphasiz-
ing the need to improve 
access to healthcare in 
rural areas as a prerequi-
site for economic growth. 

He clearly carried that 
perspective into the White 
House.   One of his most 
significant rural initia-
tives was the Rural Health 
Clinic Services Act of 1977.   
This landmark legislation 
increased Medicare and 
Medicaid reimbursement 
rates for rural health cen-
ters and allowed payment 
for nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants in 
these facilities.

The Act laid the founda-
tion for improved health-
care access in underserved 
rural areas, a legacy that 
continues to benefit mil-
lions of Americans today 
(albeit not to a signifi-
cant degree in his native 
Georgia, where rural 
healthcare has been deteri-
orating for years).

Carter’s commitment 
to rural America extend-
ed beyond healthcare. He 
established the Department 
of Energy and championed 
renewable energy and con-
servation as moral impera-
tives – a focus that had par-
ticular relevance for rural 
energy consumption.

His administration also 
won passage of the Food 

and Agriculture Act of 
1977 (aka the Farm Bill), 
which increased price and 
income supports for farm-
er and established a farm-
er-owned reserve for grain.  
This gave farmers more 
control over their crops and 
helped stabilize prices.

In contrast to his pre-
decessors and successors, 
Carter’s approach to rural 
policy was deeply personal 
and informed by firsthand 
experience. While other 
presidents have certainly 
addressed rural issues, few 
if any have done so with 
Carter’s level of under-
standing and commitment. 
Subsequent administra-
tions have continued to 
address rural concerns, but 
often in a piecemeal fash-
ion, lacking the comprehen-
sive vision that character-
ized Carter’s approach.  

Perhaps the most pro-
found irony of Carter’s 
rural legacy lies in the 
political shift that occurred 
during his presidency. The 
1980 presidential election, 
which Carter lost to Ronald 
Reagan, marked the begin-
ning of a tidal wave shift 
in rural voters away from 
the Democratic Party and 
toward the Republicans. 

This trend has only inten-
sified in the decades since, 

Trouble in God’s Country

troubleingodscountry.com

Charlie
Hayslett

Storms are in the 
forecast for much of 
Georgia this week.  

Some of the predictions that 
began well before an accu-
rate forecast window were 
downright crazy.  The most 
sensational predictions of 
what would happen using 
the most unreliable models 
are the ones that grab our 
attention and get shared 
most often.

If you’ve looked at any 
of social media in the past 
week, you’ve likely seen out-
landish predictions of snow-
fall for much of the state.  
The first models began pre-
dicting this when a lot of 
north Georgia was covered 
in snow.  

They were immediate-
ly believable to many, as 
human nature is always to 
see the future as a trend 
line of the present.  Human 
nature is also too often over-
ly negative, and thus it’s 
easy for some to compute 
that “the next one will be 
even worse”.

This column is being writ-
ten and filed as the pre-
diction window is closing 
and we have a general idea 
of accuracy – as much as 
any snow or ice event can 
be foretold with accuracy in 
Georgia.  It appears some 
of what was forecast will 
come true, even if not in the 
insane amounts in some of 
the original models.  

Some of the state will be 
left out, though it will be 
bitterly cold.  Other parts of 
Georgia that rarely see fro-
zen precipitation will have 
a few days they’ll be talking 
about for a while.

So were the models right?  
The predicted something, 
somewhere.  Something 
is actually going to hap-
pen, but a lot of the details 
changed.  Nuance matters 
in whether we’re declar-
ing the predictions right or 
wrong.

The same day this column 
is being filed there are a lot 

of other things going on.  
We’re remembering 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
While few articulate it, 
we’ve been having a some-
what passive aggressive 
national conversation about 
what “equality” means, hav-
ing the word “equity” sub-
stituted by many without 
achieving the buy-in needed 
for true social change.

We’re observing the 
peaceful transition of power 
in Washington. We must 
acknowledge that this 
remains a modern miracle, 
even if it seems a tenuous 
one.  

We have a reported case of 
bird flu in Georgia’s poultry 
industry, which while cur-
rently contained is a threat 
to one of the state’s largest 
agriculture industries and 
our food supply. Jobs and 
the price of chicken hang in 
the balance.

We have questions about 
whether TikTok is an issue 
of free speech (something 
that a unanimous Supreme 
Court declared it is not), or 
an issue of national secu-
rity.  We have questions if 
a President has the unilat-
eral authority to create an 
extension of implementing a 
law out of whole cloth, or if 
one can unilaterally declare 
the Constitution amended.  

And, breaking late, we 
again have the questions of 
pre-emptive pardons.  We’ll 
be questioning the legality 
of a pardon that declares 
no crime has been commit-
ted, while also arguing over 
whether or not a precedent 
has been set for blanket 

Five Georgias

harpercb@gmail.com

Charlie
Harper
Columnist

See HAYSLETT  page 7A

See ROCKEFELLER page 7A

See HARPER page 7A
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I Once was Blind…

Gentlemen, Start Your Engines!

Fruit Trees — Part Two

Male mortification at the 
department store

In last week’s article, 
I referenced a miracle 
that took place just out-

side the temple courtyard 
in Jerusalem. I want us to 
consider that event in more 
detail over the next cou-
ple weeks. In John chap-
ter nine, following a long 
and heated debate with the 
Jews, Jesus and His disci-
ples are leaving the tem-
ple one Sabbath day when 
they cross paths with a 
blind beggar. We learn from 
John’s record that this man 
had been born blind. In an 
act of mercy and prophet-
ic Messianic significance, 
Jesus miraculously heals 
the man. You might think 
this would be a cause for 
celebration for all, but sadly 
that is not the case. 

Nonetheless, I want to fol-
low this formerly blind man 
and see how his life was 
radically changed by Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

Returning home, his 
family, friends and neigh-
bors were beyond shocked 
that this blind man they 
had known all their lives 
could now see. They were 
understandably filled with 
questions: “How did this 
happen? How can you see? 
Who healed you?” The for-
merly blind man answers; 
“a man named Jesus made 
clay, anointed my eyes, told 
me to go wash in the pool 
of Siloam. I did, and now I 
see." This simple reply may 
not have explained every 
detail to their satisfaction, 
but it was obvious to every-
one, a miracle had taken 
place. 

Fast-forwarding a little 
bit in the narrative, and 
without going into a great 
deal of detail, the man is 
soon brought before the 
Jewish religious leaders to 
be examined. What began 
as a casual conversation 
quickly escalated into a 
fiery interrogation! The 
Pharisees challenge his 
story and flatly refuse to 
believe he is telling them 
the truth. The man relates 
the same events he told 
his neighbors, but regard-
less of how many times he 
recounts the details, they 
refuse to believe him. There 
is no way, the Jews insist, 
this Sabbath-breaking man 
called Jesus actually healed 
anyone blind from birth. 

To rightly understand 
the Jewish leader’s abso-
lute refusal to acknowledge 
Jesus as their Messiah, 

you must first understand 
one of the primary reasons 
they denied His Messianic 
claims. You see, in their 
opinion Jesus did not “keep 
the Sabbath” because He 
healed this man (and sev-
eral others) on the Sabbath. 
Hence, He could not pos-
sibly be sent by God. In 
their judgment, Jesus was 
an egregious sinner because 
He had failed to rightly 
honor God by not honoring 
the Sabbath.

Now to be clear, Jesus 
never broke a single Old 
Testament law, including 
honoring the Sabbath, but 
always obeyed God in every 
thought and action. Jesus 
did however, transgress the 
extra-Scriptural traditions 
the Pharisees had imposed 
on themselves and others. 
Like all religious people are 
prone to do, the Pharisees 
had elevated their own 
man-made rules to a place 
of authority, equal to that of 
Scripture. 

Without dragging you too 
far down the proverbial rab-
bit hole, the Jewish Rabbis 
and religious leaders had 
made a long legal list of 
hundreds and hundreds of 
rules governing behavior 
on the Sabbath day. Such 
loony laws like; you were 
not allowed to get dental 
work done on the Sabbath. 
If you had a toothache, that 
was just too bad, you had to 
suffer till the next day. Or, 
none were allowed to kill 
an insect on the Sabbath, 
as that was considered 
hunting. If your house was 
burning down, you were for-
bidden from carrying out 
any clothes or furniture, as 
that would be considered 
bearing a burden. You could 
not use a looking glass on 
the Sabbath because you 
might be tempted to pull 
a grey hair, and that was 
considered work. The absur-
dity goes on and on, but this 
much is certain, Jesus could 
not have cared less about 
their man-made rules. Their 
traditions did not equate to 
Scripture and miraculously 
healing someone, regardless 

of what day it is, was an act 
of mercy, and should be cel-
ebrated and not condemned. 

Yet, the Pharisees were 
insistent, this man Jesus 
was not from God, not the 
Messiah, and not some 
miracle worker. He was, in 
their estimation, a Sabbath-
breaking deceiver who 
needed to be stopped. So, 
in John 9:24 they command 
this formerly blind man to 
“drop the charade, speak 
the truth, tell us what you 
have really done and stop 
trying to deceive us! We 
know this man Jesus is a 
sinner!” 

Not having fully come 
to saving faith in Christ, 
but with great boldness the 
man speaks some of the 
most powerful and poetic 
words in all the Bible; John 
9:25 “Whether he is a sinner 
I do not know. One thing 
I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.”  No, 
this man had not fully seen 
Jesus for all He is, but he 
knew without a doubt what 
Jesus had done for him! 

This beautiful and bold 
statement symbolizes how 
every single born-again 
believer feels having come 
to saving faith in Christ. 
“I once was blind, but now 
I see!” If you claim to be a 
Christian, these wonderful 
words should describe your 
conversion. 

Yes … Maybe, you don’t 
know all there is to know 
about theology, but can you 
say, I once was blind, but 
now I see!? Maybe you don’t 
know if you are pre-mill, 
post-mill, or A-mill, or even 
what those terms mean … 
but do you know Jesus has 
opened your blinded eyes? 
Maybe you don’t know Ezra 
from Ezekiel, but can you 
say with eternal certain-
ty, I once was blind, but 
now I see?! Perhaps you 
don’t know Calvinism from 
Arminianism, but can you 
say, Jesus has given me 
spiritual sight, and my life 
has been radically changed 
by the Gospel!? 

Reader, if you have not 
received spiritual sight, I 
point you to Jesus, the Light 
of the World, and compel 
you to trust in His finished 
work. Only God can open 
the eyes of the blind. The 
miracle-working Messiah 
can give you spiritual sight, 
just like He did this blind 
man, and you too can say 
(and sing), “I once was blind 
but now I see!”

Columnist

Lewis
Kiger
Pastor

lewiskiger@gmail.com
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I should say "Ladies and 
Gentlemen Start Your 
Engines" because there 

is an amazing amount of 
interest in motor sports 
these days among women… 
including my granddaugh-
ter, Reagan. Let me tell you 
about it.

This afternoon I'll be head-
ed to one of Middle Georgia's 
best kept secrets: The 
Cordele Motor Speedway 
for Speedfest 2025,  their 
season opener; it's kind of 
like the Daytona 500 is to 
NASCAR. 

This event normally draws 
racecars and fans from all 
up and down the east coast 
from Canada to Florida. It 
was originally scheduled for 
Friday to be the practice and 
qualifying day and Saturday 
to be the race day but because 
of the almost 100% chance of 
rain on Saturday the event 
was squeezed down to be a 
one day event. No doubt the 
speed and noise won't be 
squeezed though!

We first started to attend 
these events when we were 
living at the farm which was 
just 9 miles east of the track. 
Most of the time, because 
the prevailing winds were 
from west to east, we could 
hear the cars at the farm! I 
miss those days!

Those were great events 
but this year and into the 
future will be even better. 
That's because last year 
the ownership of the track 
changed hands and the new 
owners have really gone to 
work to upgrade the facil-
ities. Just a few of the 
upgrades include new paint 
everywhere, new LED light-
ing, upgraded concessions, 

skyboxes and a souvenir 
shop.

Here's a brief description 
of the facility from the CMS 
website, https://cordelemo-
torspeedway.com/info?

"Just half a mile from 
I-75 at exit 104 in Cordele, 
Georgia, Cordele Motor 
Speedway is located on 100 
acres and features a 3/8-
mile, medium-banked, high-
speed, D-shaped asphalt oval 
track known as Watermelon 
Capital Speedway.

A favorite in the Southeast 
thanks to its fun, fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere that 
welcomes drivers and fans 
of all ages as well as for its 
excellent facilities, CMS also 
boasts some of the fastest 
speeds in the area.

The track hosts weekly 
Division Trials including 
INEX Sanctioned Bandolero 
and Legends races, Go 
Karts, Mini Stock, Enduro, 
Pure Stock, Super Street/
Sportsman, and Outlaw 
Late Model races."

I'd like to expand on 
the "Family-Friendly 
Atmosphere" claims from 
the excerpt above. Last year 
my granddaughter, Reagan, 
took a pretty good hit into the 
concrete wall that surrounds 
the track. I can't remem-
ber if she spun out or was 
pushed by another car but 

what I do remember is the 
phone call I got from Ricky 
Brooks, the track manager, 
on Sunday afternoon. I was 
really taken back when I 
saw the caller ID info on my 
phone as to what the call 
might be about.

It turns out that the call 
was just an outgrowth of the 
"Family Friendly" claims; 
Ricky, after not being able 
to connect with Reagan's 
dad, reached out to her 
grandfather (me), to inquire 
about her well-being after 
her encounter into the wall 
on Saturday night.  After 
telling Ricky that she was 
fine, I told him how much I 
appreciated his call and that 
he went well beyond the call 
of duty in doing so!

As a race-loving family, we 
have really come to appre-
ciate the Cordele Motor 
Speedway. If you or any 
of your family like Motor 
Sports too, I'd encourage you 
to give them a visit. This 
year's event schedule is post-
ed on their website:  https://
cordelemotorspeedway.com/
info/.

Now, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Start Your 
Engines!

Thanks for reading All 
About Seniors… see you 
next week!

Bill Milby is a Director of 
Visiting Angels® of Central 
Georgia, a non-medical, liv-
ing assistance service for 
seniors. If you have ques-
tions or comments about 
this column you can reach 
him at william.mercylink@
gmail.com or search for us at  
https://www.facebook.com/
VisitingAngelsofCentralGA

All About Seniors

CSA & Director of Visiting Angels of Macon

Bill
Milby

Last week I kicked off 
the first segment of a 
previously run series 

of articles on establishing 
a successful home orchard. 
We explored site selection, 
planting, spacing, pruning, 
etc. Today we will delve into 
some other aspects of fruit 
tree production.

Spacing is a very import-
ant factor and is critical 
for quality fruit production. 
The following spacing is 
recommended for particular 
crops:

20’ x 20’-apples, peaches, 
plums, nectarines

15’ x 15’-mayhaws
10’ x 15’-muscadines
6’ x 10’-blueberries
2’ x 6’-blackberries
Once your trees are plant-

ed and growing well, you 
will have to wait a few years 
before harvesting that first 
crop of sweet, juicy fruit. 
One of the most frustrating 
things for a home garden-
er is to faithfully care for 
a tree year after year and 
never have it produce any 
fruit. Although there are 
no fool-proof explanations, 
several of the most common 
reasons for the “fail to bear” 
phenomenon are offered 
below.

If your fruit tree fails to 
bloom perhaps:

•The tree is too young. 
Most trees bear by the third 
year.

•Chilling requirements 
have not been met. Choose 
a variety adapted to the cli-
mate of your area.

•You have a sickly tree. 
This could be due to stress 
from lack of water, fertiliza-
tion, or insect and disease 
pressure.

Remember, if a fruit tree 
produces viable blooms, it is 
capable of bearing fruit as 
long as pollination require-
ments are met.

 If your tree blooms, but 
does not bear fruit:

•Low temperatures 
(below 32 degrees) may 
have occurred during bloom 
and damaged flower buds 
or immature fruit. Fruit 
damaged by cold will begin 

falling off three weeks after 
the freeze.

•Pollination was unsuc-
cessful. Some varieties need 
a second variety to pollinate 
them. Some varieties are 
not compatible with each 
other. Be sure to plant cor-
rect varieties for proper 
cross-pollination to occur.

•Insect damage to young 
fruit in early spring may 
cause fruit to drop prema-
turely. Follow proper spray 
program.

•Over-fertilization may 
cause excessive leaf growth 
at the expense of fruit pro-
duction. Fertilize properly.

•Stress on the tree caused 
by too much water, drought, 
excessive shade, mechanical 
injury (as caused by lawn-
mowers or weed-eaters) are 
a few things to avoid.

Another consideration is 
fruit tree fertilization. First, 
a soil analysis is always rec-
ommended. This will reveal 
the soil pH, the existing 
nutrient levels, and how to 
correct nutrient deficiencies 
or toxicities. Fertilization 
should not begin for at least 
three months after planting 
new trees to allow the soil 
to settle around the plant’s 
roots and to allow the plant 
to establish more roots in the 
surrounding soil. Fertilizer, 
when applied, should be 
spread uniformly under the 
tree from the drip line back 
to the trunk. Fertilization 
is essential for high qual-
ity fruit production. Over-
fertilization, however, can 
result in excessive vegeta-
tive growth and premature 
fruit drop.  

The following fertilizer 
recommendations are gen-
eral, in lieu of an actual 
soil analysis, and call for a 

complete analysis fertiliz-
er such as 8-8-8 or 10-10-
10. Note: It is always best 
to use fertilizer containing 
minor elements. A quick 
glance at the fertilizer bag 
will tell if minor elements 
are included.

For pears and persim-
mons, apply fertilizer in 
early March. Put one-half 
pound per plant per year of 
growth.

For apples, figs, plums, 
and peaches, apply at bud 
swell (February through 
early March). For first year, 
put one-half pound per 
plant. After first year, put 
one pound per plant per 
year of growth.

For blackberries, apply at 
bud swell (March). For first 
year, put four ounces per 
plant. After the first year, 
put eight ounces per plant. 

For grapes, apply com-
plete fertilizer when vines 
begin to leaf (March and 
April). For first year, put 
four ounces per plant; sec-
ond year eight ounces per 
plant, and third year one 
pound per plant. After third 
year, two pounds per plant 
is recommended.

For blueberries, apply 
azalea or camellia fertilizer 
for best results. Apply one-
half in March and the other 
half in June. Put two ounces 
per plant per year up to a 
maximum of eight ounces 
per plant per year. 

I wish you the best in all 
your home orchard endeav-
ors!

Tim Lewis is a Georgia 
Green Industry Association 
Certified Plant Professional, 
gardening writer, for-
mer Perry High School 
horticulture instructor, 
and former horticultural-
ist at Henderson Village 
and Houston Springs. He 
and his wife, Susan, own 
and operate Lewis Farms 
Nursery located on Hwy 
26 two miles east of Elko, 
where he was born and 
raised. He can be reached 
at (478) 954-1507 and tim-
lewis1@windstream.net.

Let's Garden

Tim
Lewis
Columnist

timlewis1@windstream.net

If there is anything more 
terminally mortifying 
for a grown man than 

to be left standing in the 
ladies underwear section of 
a major department store, I 
do not know what it is.

Call it what it is. 
Underwear. This is not 
lingerie. Lingerie is what 
Victoria Ain't Got No 
Secrets sells. A few pieces 
of colored dental floss with 
some less-than-strategically 
attached lace that comes off 
faster than it was put on. 
That is lingerie.

It's underwear. It may 
LOOK like some of the stuff 
that appears in Fredricks 
Probably Set Hollywood 
On Fire. When it is on a 
rack next to size 50 draw-
ers that could hold some 
small African villages and 
the drawers have LEGS, it 
is all underwear. 

When a man sees a bra 
that comes with a padlock 
on the back, rebar and 
shoulder-mounted winch-
es, any idea of romance is 
immediately crushed under 
the feet of the of the oddly 
dressed elephant that 
charges through the African 
village chasing the model 
in stilettos and the see-
through nightie of a man's 
imagination.

Whew.
Testify men. Stand up and 

say Amen! Brother, I have 
been to the mountain and 

I have seen acres of mate-
rial that's as interesting as 
a used body bag. You are 
not alone out there, unless 
of course you are actually 
standing in the underwear 
department of a major store 
reading this column. Then, 
yeah, you're alone.

Men still know what I 
mean. We can be standing 
there with 15 other guys, all 
holding purses and an arm-
load of industrial-strength 
supportive garments and 
we are alone. We're also 
wishing we were defending 
a small African village from 
a rampaging elephant.

I firmly believe a number 
of men have actually died 
of shock upon being aban-
doned in the underwear sec-
tion after hearing the words 
"Hold this, honey. I'll just be 
a minute."

Women sucker us into 
this. They ask if we want 
to go shopping, an activity 
most men regard as some-
thing that has to be done 
because in order to get stuff, 
we must buy it. The women 
say there's a big hardware 

and sporting goods section 
we can go to. Immediately 
we also start thinking about 
the electronics department 
with 150 inch TVs which is 
next to the furniture with 
the giant leather recliners. 
Shopping doesn't sound so 
bad right then.

We go and find the reclin-
ers, kick back and flip the 
TV to one of the sports 
channels. When a sales 
associate comes by, we say, 
"Just trying it out. Need a 
new one at the house," and 
the poor clerk is so afraid of 
offending a potential cus-
tomer, he heads off to the 
toy department.

Eventually the lady comes 
back. She'll either have a 
buggy so full of stuff you 
immediately want to call 
your stock broker and tell 
him to buy shares in the 
store or she has nothing. 
Smart men realize the lady 
with nothing in her hands 
is the kind of warning sign 
which would make the pres-
ident burrow into the Rocky 
Mountains with just his 
hands.

"Just one more thing," she 
says. "It'll only take a min-
ute. Then we'll go. Come 
on."

The living death sen-
tence now levied, we men 
put on our shoes and leave 

Columnist

wiregrass1@windstream.net

Ben 
Baker

See BAKER page 8A
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ENTERTAINMENT

Alley Oop, by Jonathan Lemon and Joey Allison Big Nate, by Lincoln Peirce

Was there really a Kilroy, as in ‘Kilroy Was Here’?
As I sit here at my 

desk, on a Thursday 
morning (the day I 

write this silly stuff), look-
ing out my office window, 
I realize ...

It’s not spring yet.
We just got started with 

winter what, a month ago?  
And here I am, waxing 
poetic for spring already.

Be gone, cold air!  Be 
gone, winter weather!  Be 
gone, gray skies!

Did it work?  Did I ban-
ish them from where you 
are?  I ask because, well, 
it didn’t work here.

No matter.  The warmer 
days will come.  As will the 
trivia ... right now, for that 
matter.  Enjoy!

Did you know …
… the correct answer 

to an old, old question?  
You’ve no doubt heard the 
old saw, “If a tree falls in 
a forest and there’s no one 
there to hear it, does it 
make a sound?”  Well, the 
answer is actually “no.”  
Sound is a sensation excit-
ed in the ear when air or 
other medium is in motion, 
and if there is no ear there 
to be excited, there’s no 
sound.  (Thanks to Mason 
for the tip!)

… you may know a poz-
zee-wallah?  In fact, you 

might even be one.  What’s 
a pozzee-wallah, you ask?  
That’s a person who is 
very fond of jam.  The 
slang term was used in 
the early 20th Century.  
(Using it today might get 
you a punch in the nose.  
I’m just saying.)

… the first network tele-
vision series to be filmed 
in color was made in 1955?  
That year, a show called 
Norby premiered on NBC.  
The comedy series, about 
a small-town bank vice 
president and his fami-
ly, starred David Wayne 
(1914-1995) in the title 
role.  It lasted thirteen 
episodes and was can-
celled due to the then-high 
cost of using color film and 
a lack of affiliates which 
had the show’s time slot 
open.  Additional triv-
ia note:  Norby was shot 
on Eastman Kodak film, 
and Kodak was the show’s 
sponsor as well.  The first 
series of any kind to be 
filmed in color was The 

Cisco Kid, a syndicated 
western which ran from 
1950 to 1956.  (Peacocks 
must have been in black 
and white back then.)

… newborn human 
babies cannot taste salt at 
birth?  The ability to detect 
salt develops at about four 
months of age.  (That’s a 
rather salty thing to think 
about.)

… Japan has the world’s 
dullest theme park?  Well, 
probably not, but what 
would you call a theme 
park where children can 
experience all the thrills 
of adulthood – working, 
banking, and such - other 
than dull?  It’s called 
KidZania, and it’s not just 
located in Japan.  Sixteen 
such parks can be found 
around the world, each 
of them a two-third-scale 
indoor town staffed by 
children ages four to fif-
teen.  The idea is to learn 
how to handle adult life.  
One of the “attractions” 
that has the highest par-
ticipation is the car rental 
office.  (No comment.)

… Kilroy, of “Kilroy was 
here” fame, really existed?  
During World War II, the 
most commonly seen piece 
of graffiti was the phrase, 
“Kilroy was here,” along 

with a sketch of someone 
seeming to peer over a 
wall.  But who in the world 
was Kilroy?  It turns out 
that the saying originat-
ed with one James Kilroy 
(1902-1962), a worker at 
the Fore River Shipyard 
in Massachusetts.  Kilroy’s 
job was to check rivets in 
ships, and he would mark 
them with chalk.  But 
when he went off duty, 
other riveters would erase 
the mark, and they’d end 
up getting paid double for 
their work.  So to ensure 
the rivets were proper-
ly counted only once, he 
added “Kilroy was here” 
and later created the doo-
dle of the long-nosed per-
son looking over the wall.  
The marks weren’t always 
covered with paint due to 
the speed at which ships 
were being built for the 
war, so the graffiti made 
it overseas and became a 
trademark for American 
forces.  Additional trivia 
note:  A story that went 
around after the war 
had an outhouse built at 
Potsdam for the exclu-
sive use of the heads of 
state meeting there.  The 
first person to use it was 
Joseph Stalin (1878-1953), 
who allegedly emerged and 

asked an aide in Russian, 
“Кто такой Килрой?” 
(“Who is Kilroy?”).

… the first president 
to ride in a self-propelled 
vehicle was William 
McKinley?  It happened 
in Buffalo, New York, on 
September 6, 1901, when 
McKinley (1843-1901) 
was being taken to a hos-
pital after being shot by 
an assassin.  An electric 
ambulance transported 
the President, who died 
eight days later.  (I doubt 
that McKinley appreciated 
the novelty of the vehicle 
at the time.)

… the city of London 
pays rent to the monarch?  
No, not for the entire city, 
but for a couple of small 
pieces of property, one in 
Shropshire and the other 
near the Royal Courts of 
Justice.  The rent is pret-
ty reasonable, and hasn’t 
changed over the last 800 
years – an ax, a knife, six 
horseshoes, and sixty-one 
nails.  No one outside of 
the Royal family knows the 
exact location of the land, 
either.  (I’m not sure what 
His Majesty does with that 
loot, but it’s a pretty cheap 
rent nonetheless.)

… the first mili-
tary engagement of the 

Revolutionary War had 
a very low death count?  
When British and Colonial 
forces squared off at 
Lexington, Massachusetts, 
on April 19, 1775, a total 
of eight men were killed, 
all in the Colonial forces.  
Another ten were wound-
ed.  The British had only 
one casualty, a man shot 
in the leg.  Often consid-
ered the first battle of the 
war, it was more of a minor 
skirmish.  Additional triv-
ia note:  This first engage-
ment also had something 
modern battles do not 
have – a voluntary audi-
ence.  Between 40 and 100 
spectators watched the 
encounter from the side of 
the road.

 … real skeletons were 
used as movie props in a 
popular film?  Producers 
of the movie Poltergeist, 
released in 1982, used 
actual human skeletons 
for the climactic scene in 
the haunted family’s back 
yard.  Asked why they 
used actual human skel-
etons, the producers said 
simply, “They were cheap-
er than plastic ones.”  (Try 
telling that to the families 
of the original owners of 
the bones.)

Now ... you know!

Did You Know?

didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com

Jack 
Bagley
Columnist

Sudoku answer featured above. 
Crossword answer featured to 

the left.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Loser” rocker
  5. Partner to relaxation
  9. Mixing
 11. Winged nut
 13. Expression of blame
 15. Vast ocean
 16. Comedienne 
Gasteyer
 17. Multiply
 19. Meat from a pig 
(French)
 21. Related
 22. Rocker Stewart
 23. Surprise completely
 25. Loon
 26. Canister

 27. Large, deep-bodied 
fish

 29. Takes forcefully

 31. Oil cartel

 33. Palmer and Hepburn 
are two

 34. More than one

 36. Places down 
purposefully

 38. Pitching statistic

 39. Type of sword

 41. Witnesses

 43. Body part

 44. Mixes slowly

 46. Satisfy

 48. Strong belief

 52. One’s physique 
(slang)
 53. More frightening
 54. Soup cracker
 56. Teaches
 57. One who carries 
something
 58. Actor Sean
 59. Changes
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. __ Aires, city
  2. Coarse grass
  3. Type of gene
  4. Door handle
  5. Competition
  6. Muslim ruler title
  7. Hunting expeditions
  8. Large mollusk
  9. Bind securely
 10. Former U.S. 
presidential candidate
 11. 2-point plays in 
football
 12. Breezed through
 14. Type setting
 15. Felt for
 18. Codified rules
 20. Small dome

 24. Chevrotain

 26. Male reproductive 
gland

 28. Controversial beliefs
 30. Z Z Z
 32. One who confines 
another
 34. Bishop
 35. Garlands
 37. Bird that flies by the 
coast
 38. Optical device
 40. Greek goddess of 
discord
 42. Some are “Rolling”
 43. Formerly (archaic)
 45. Thrust a knife into
 47. German river
 49. Atomic #26
 50. Make a grotesque 
face
 51. Primordial matter of 
the universe
 55. Chinese philosophical 
principle

CROSSWORD 1-22-25

Want to get 
this newspaper 

delivered to your 
home? Call us at:

478-987-1823
for a Subscription!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle!



Four youths, one represent-
ing a local high school, served 
as emcees. Key speakers 
were Rev. Dr. Daryl Vining, 
Rev. Rutha Jackson, Bishop 
Milton Wynn and attorney 
Joshua Palmer. 

Vining spoke against seg-
regation, saying labels are a 
distraction from major issues. 
He also warned against losing 
faith, saying strong faith can 
win battles against princi-
palities and power from high 
places.

He said Dr. King believed 
three great evils persist: pov-
erty, bigotry and war, adding 
that complacency can bring 
fearmongering that cannot 
prevail over good. He called 
on the community to make a 
difference, calling them cur-
rent-day champions who can 
make an impact on others, be 
a voice against injustice and 
support each other.

“In spite of people cutting 
services and cutting financing 
for certain programs in our 
community, will someone still 
say, ‘I’ll feed them, I’ll clothe 
them, I’ll shelter them?’ See, 
people want someone else to 
be the champion, and God has 
called you to be the champi-
on,” Vining said. “You might 
just be the champion for one 
somebody. You might be the 
champion for 100 somebodies. 
You might be the champion 
for 10,000 somebodies. But 
whatever the calling is you 
need that. Is there a champi-
on for the future?”

Using Ezekiel’s vision of 
the Valley of Dry Bones as 
an example, Jackson said Dr. 
King’s voice calls the com-
munity to dismantle injustice 
and reimagine the world in 
love and equity, encouraging 
the community to take an 
active role.

“As we face mounting chal-
lenges in our society, his call 
is more urgent than ever 
before. So, we cannot stop 
at remembrance. We cannot 
pause right here. We must 
act. It is a time for us to 
truly embody the unity Dr. 

King envisioned: a unity that 
transcends our differences 
and focuses on the collective 
good,” Jackson said.

Wynn expanded further on 
this with a local example, the 
election of school board mem-
ber Clyde Jackson, saying the 
church community, from mul-
tiple denominations, came 
together to advocate for him. 
He said this sense of unity 
has been passed through gen-
erations from the introduc-
tion of Christianity during 
slavery. 

Wynn said everything used 
to flow from the church, but 
modern-day successes have 
created divides. He encour-
aged equality for all and a 
renewed focus on the church, 
supporting the communi-
ty and resisting self-serving 
behavior.

“Dr. King would tell you, 
just because you moved up, 
you cannot celebrate till you 
go back, cross the track and 
bring the rest of our broth-
ers,” Wynn said.

Finally, Palmer spoke 
primarily to young people, 
sharing three principles he 
learned from Dr. King that 
led to his success. First, he 
said to dream big — if the 
dreams aren’t a little scary, 
they’re not big enough — add-
ing Dr. King’s dream of equal-
ity seemed impossible at the 
time.

Second, he advised to pro-
tect those dreams and prove 
naysayers wrong. Finally, he 
said to work hard towards 
making dreams come true.

“The only place success 
comes before work is in a 
dictionary. So, if you want 
to be a doctor, lawyer, get in 
those books, study every day. 
If you want to be an athlete, 
you want to be a champion, 
get on the field, get in the 
weight room, run every day. 
I know you guys want to be 
YouTubers, [Instagrammers.] 
You gotta get on that every 
single day. You gotta put in 
that work, because it’s not 
going to come easy,” Palmer 
said.

Ira Foster, a member of 
Alpha Phi Alpha and an 
organizer of the event, said 

the speaker selections were 
chosen from a diverse set of 
locations. Vining and Jackson 
are both from Warner Robins, 
Wynn is from Perry, and 
Palmer’s practice is based in 
Bonaire.

“The theme for the minis-
ters will be unity in our com-
munity. … We wanted to get 
a cross section of ministers, 
and we wanted to look at var-
ious locations,” Foster said.

Additionally, including 
teenagers in the program is 
an educational opportunity 
and a chance to take a leading 
role, Foster mentioned. Two 
students from Perry High 
School received scholarships 
at the event.

“We want children to know 
and understand what Dr. 
King’s dream and his vision 
was all about. So, a long time 
ago, we thought that the best 
way to help children under-
stand the program and what 
it’s all about, was to get them 
involved in the program,” 
Foster said.

The event has been a sta-
ple in the community for 28 
years. Foster said year after 
year, celebrating Dr. King 
and his dream of equality 
shows young people that any-
thing is possible.

“The sky’s the limit for them 
in this country, and they’re 
not going to be held back by 
the color of their skin. They 
can do great things if they 
apply themselves and give 
110%. That’s part of what Dr. 
King’s dream was all about 
and that’s what we want chil-
dren to realize,” Foster said.

Additionally, caring for 
each other and supporting 
children can lead to progress 
and improvement, tying into 
the breakfast’s theme of unity 
in the community, Foster 
explained.

“We hope people will see 
that if we come together, we 
work together, if we stay 
unified, if we encourage our 
children, we support our chil-
dren, that we will have better 
communities,” Foster said. 
“We can do great things. We 
can work together, make our 
communities better and make 
this country better.”

reshaping the political 
landscape of rural America.  
The irony is stark: rural 
voters began to desert a 
Democratic president who 
had arguably done more 
for rural communities than 
just about all modern pres-
idents combined.  

Carter’s deep under-
standing of rural issues 
and his comprehensive, 
strategic approach to policy 
development stands in con-
trast to the growing per-
ception of the Democratic 
Party as increasingly 
urban-focused and discon-

nected from rural concerns.
This shift underscores a 

disconnect between policy 
outcomes and political alle-
giances. Despite Carter’s 
tangible efforts to improve 
rural life – from healthcare 
initiatives to energy poli-
cies tailored for rural needs 
– rural voters increasing-
ly aligned themselves with 
a Republican Party that 
often advocated for reduced 
government intervention 
and spending.

Carter suffered one of the 
worst defeats ever inflicted 
on an incumbent president 
and left office a much-ma-
ligned figure.   He later 
described his own presiden-
cy as “mediocre.”  But time 

and history have a way of 
correcting and perfecting 
records, as they have done 
for Carter’s international 
work and post-presidential 
work.   The same should 
certainly be true for his 
efforts to improve the lives 
of rural Americans.

Charles Hayslett is the 
author of the long-run-
ning troubleingodscountry.
com blog.   He is also the 
Scholar in Residence at the 
Center for Middle Georgia 
Studies at Middle Georgia 
State University.   The 
views expressed in his col-
umns are his own and are 
not necessarily those of the 
Center or the University.
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Yard/Estate Sales

 25-097
ESTATE SALE

ESTATE OF HEIDI CLAMP
1107 COTTAGE LANE PERRY

FRIDAY 1/24 (9am-5pm)
SATURDAY 1/25 (9am-3pm)
SUNDAY 1/26 (12pm-3pm)

NICE FURNITURE
WASHER & DRYER

FREEZER
DECORATIVE ITEMS

TREK, SPECIALIZED & SCOTT 
ROAD BIKES

AND MUCH MORE!

See estatesales.net for photos

Classified Deadlines: MON & THURS by 9AM
Place your classified liner ad or display ad by 
calling us at 1-478-987-1823 fax: 478-988-9193
email: diana@hhjonline.com

Covering Houston County Since 1870

THETHE

HOMES

SERVICESJOBS

MERCHANDISE

ClassifiedsClassifieds

View the classifieds on our 
website at
www.hhjonline.com

advertise here
-jobs  -yard sales

-rentals  -services

pardons for many who have 
actually been convicted.

That’s a lot going on for 
a column about the weath-
er.  But this isn’t about the 
weather.  It’s about our abil-
ity to use thin data points to 
draw conclusions about the 
future.  Most of us, frankly, 
are quite bad at this.

I posted on X, formerly 
Twitter, about the bird flu 
case last Friday afternoon 
– including screen shots 
of the entire release.  One 
line, which I repeated, stood 
out: “All poultry activities in 
Georgia are suspended.”

The tweet went some-
what viral, receiving over a 
quarter million views. Most 
who replied didn’t have the 

knowledge to understand 
what that line meant in the 
context of the poultry indus-
try, nor did they attempt to 
read the release.  

Retweets with commen-
tary quickly began from the 
fringes of the left and right. 
Not surprisingly, many 
were quick to blame the 
political boogeyman of their 
choice.  It was unfortunate 
how few wanted to under-
stand the problem or seek 
solutions.  

The reaction, whether it’s 
for a foot of snow or that an 
industry we rely on could 
be frozen in time, is to fight 
about what we think we 
know – and blame the peo-
ple we don’t like.

The forecast in 
Washington this week is 
for a new administration.  
We already know from his 

first term that it will be 
somewhat unconvention-
al.  There will be grandiose 
statements that send many 
to their fainting couches.  
Promised results will be as 
bombastic as 18” of snow on 
St Simons Island.

Too many of us have 
already decided if our pre-
dictive models suggest if 
President Trump is right 
or wrong.  History’s judge-
ment will likely be more 
nuanced.  He and Congress 
will get some things right, 
some wrong, and some will 
be debated in perpetuity.

It’s now time for gov-
erning.  It’s best to take 
the President’s statements 
seriously, yet not literally.  
There will be plenty of time 
to measure what accumu-
lates.  For now, just let it 
snow.
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and federal courts to 
between 35 years and life 
in prison (plus).  They are 
never going to see the light 
of day.

Meanwhile, what remains 
is what to do about Ms. 
Jackson.  She lost her reelec-
tion bid in 2020, which she 
attributed to her handling 
of Mr. Arbery’s murder.  
Hence, the local voting pub-
lic repudiated her unprofes-
sional behavior.

Still, she interfered with, 
and attempted to thwart, 
the criminal investigation 
even after she recused her 
office. For this, Ms. Jackson 
was indicted all the way 
back in 2021 for violating 
her oath of office (a felony) 
and misdemeanor obstruc-
tion for her interference.  
She is just now heading to 

trial, as her defense attor-
ney (Brian Steel) was tied 
up in the Young Thug circus 
in Atlanta.

It is really irrelevant 
what a jury does in Ms. 
Jackson’s trial.  She is being 
publicly shamed and will 
face accountability; just like 
the bipartisan decades-long 
pursuit of disgraced Sen. 
Bob Menendez.  

Our criminal justice sys-
tem is the last barrier to 
chaos.  We depend on pros-
ecutors being ethical and 
above reproach.

This can be a local issue, 
where you have a vote grad-
ing performance.  All of our 
District Attorneys are elect-
ed officials, as is Georgia’s 
Attorney General.  You get 
to decide if prosecutors have 
earned your trust.  The 
same can be said for a coun-
ty’s main law enforcement 
official, the Sheriff.

You do not have the same 

opportunity as our federal 
justice officials.  While we 
have career prosecutors and 
law enforcement, dedicat-
ed to the rule of law, the 
same is not true for their 
department heads.  These 
are political appointments 
made by a President.  Our 
voice in keeping them dedi-
cated to their offices is indi-
rect.  We can only register 
our disapproval in subse-
quent elections; this is how 
we can have a role in prose-
cuting the prosecutors.

Warner Robins attor-
ney Jim Rockefeller is the 
former Chief Assistant 
District Attorney for 
Houston County, and a 
former Assistant State 
Attorney in Miami.  Owner 
of Rockefeller Law Center, 
Jim has been in private 
practice since 2000.  E-mail 
your comments or confiden-
tial legal questions to ajr@
rockefellerlawcenter.com.

ROCKEFELLER
From page 4A		

BREAKFAST
From page 1A		

Brieanna Smith/HHJ 

Alisa Appling performs a flag dance while Shaterria Zaniya sings "Black Butterfly" at 
the "Unity in Our Community" Breakfast Saturday, Jan. 18.



The lawsuit said the 
voting process in Houston 
County has weakened the 
voting strength of Black 
citizens, thus violating 
Section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act. 

The lawsuit also refer-
enced Houston County’s 
demographics and geogra-
phy.

“According to a 2020 
Census, Houston County 
has a population of 
163,633, including 86,211 
White persons (52.7%) 
and 54,148 Black persons 
(33.1%). Houston County 
also has a voting-age pop-
ulation of 122,118, includ-
ing 68,018 White persons 
(55.7%) and 38,329 Black 
persons (31.4%),” the law-
suit said. “Houston County 
contains geographically 
and socially distinct Black 
and White communities, 
with the Black communi-
ty concentrated in north 
and east Warner Robins. 
Churches and other com-
munity organizations also 
reflect racial separation.”

The lawsuit also said 
there are 105,000 regis-
tered voters who are active 
in the elections includ-
ing approximately 55,000 
White voters making up 
about 55% and 32,000 
Black voters making up 
about 30%. 

“The Black population 
of Houston County is suf-

ficiently numerous and 
geographically compact 
to constitute a majority 
of the voting-age popula-
tion and the citizen vot-
ing-age population in a 
single-member district for 
the Houston County Board 
of Commissioners under 
a five-district plan,” the 
lawsuit said. “Analysis 
of votes cast within such 
majority-Black district in a 
five-district plan indicates 
that Black-preferred Black 
candidates would have 
won a majority of votes 
in the most recent contest 
between a Black candidate 
and a White candidate for 
the Houston County Board 
of Commissioners, as well 
as in other interracial 
countywide contests. Thus, 
Black voters would have 
the opportunity to elect 
their preferred candidates 
in elections conducted sole-
ly within the boundaries of 
such a district.” 

The lawsuit referenced 
the history of the elections 
of the Houston County 
Board of Commissioners. 

“Since Reconstruction, 
only one Black candi-
date, Houston Porter, 
has been elected to the 
Houston County Board of 
Commissioners,” the law-
suit said. “Porter defeated 
an incumbent in a prima-
ry runoff election by only 
49 votes and was uncon-
tested in the general elec-
tion. Porter was reelect-
ed in 1984 and 1988 and 

declined to seek reelection 
in 1992.”

The lawsuit stated that 
Black candidates have run 
as a Democrat, Republican 
and Independent and have 
run in 1992, 1994, 2002, 
2016, 2020 and 2022, all 
being defeated in partisan 
primaries or general elec-
tions. 

“Black voters consis-
tently vote for Black can-
didates for the Houston 
County Board

of Commissioners. 
Since 2002, at least 85% 
of Black voters have sup-
ported Black candidates in 
general elections for the 
Houston County Board of 
Commissioners,” the law-
suit said. 

The lawsuit also added 
more relevant topics 
including Houston County 
having racially-charged 
incidents still happening 
today. 

“In the last year alone, 
students at a local high 
school were filmed mimick-
ing the Ku Klux Klan, and 

the Houston County School 
District agreed to imple-
ment anti-discrimination 
training after acknowl-
edging racial harassment 
and retaliation concerns 
arising from an athletic 
coach’s conduct,” the law-
suit said. 

Other topics included 
in the lawsuit stem from 
Black residents of Houston 
County still being discrim-
inated against in educa-
tion, health and employ-
ment. 

“Elections for the 
Houston County Board of 
Commissioners are charac-
terized by

practices and procedures 
that impair Black voters’ 
opportunity to elect com-
missioners of choice. These 
include, but are not limit-
ed to, the use of numbered 
posts, staggered terms, and 
runoff elections,” the law-
suit said. “Under the total-
ity of circumstances, the 
current method of elect-
ing the Houston County 
Board of Commissioners 

results in Black citizens 
having less opportunity 
than other members of the 
electorate to participate in 
the political process and 
to elect representatives of 
their choice, in violation 
of Section 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act.”

Houston County issued 
a statement regarding the 
allegations. The state-
ment said the DOJ noti-
fied the county on Dec. 19, 
2024, that they have been 
conducting a multi-year 
Voting Rights Act investi-
gation. 

“We immediately began 
our own investigation and 
requested additional infor-
mation from DOJ regard-
ing what its investigation 
found. Houston County 
officials met with DOJ on 
January 8, 2025, to obtain 
additional information 
from them and further dis-
cuss the allegations. DOJ 
then proceeded with fil-
ing its lawsuit on January 
16, 2025,” the statement 
said. “Houston County will 

always follow the law. At 
this time, Houston County 
is continuing to investigate 
the allegations made by 
DOJ and determine wheth-
er the evidence supports 
those allegations. We will 
also continue to speak with 
members of the commu-
nity about DOJ’s claims. 
Importantly, the DOJ law-
suit does not contain any 
allegations of intentional 
racial discrimination in 
Houston County.”

The statement also said 
the county did not feel the 
need to respond in fewer 
than 30 days to a multi-
year investigation, espe-
cially before they were 
able to obtain all of the 
relevant evidence. 

“Again, Houston County 
will always follow the law. 
If we determine if we agree 
with DOJ regarding a pos-
sible violation of the Voting 
Rights Act after review-
ing all of the documents 
and evidence, we will take 
appropriate action at that 
time,” the statement said. 
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By DAVE WILLIAMS
Bureau Chief

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — With tax 
relief, disaster assis-
tance, infrastructure 
investments and prison 
upgrades on his agen-
da, Gov. Brian Kemp 
Thursday proposed major 
budget increases, partic-
ularly in the spending 
plan covering the rest of 
this fiscal year.

Kemp's $40.5 billion 
fiscal 2025 mid-year bud-
get, $4.4 billion above 
the spending plan the 
General Assembly adopt-
ed last spring, dips into 
the state's healthy sur-
plus to bankroll a $1 bil-
lion one-time tax rebate, 
$615 million storm recov-
ery package for victims 
of Hurricane Helene, and 
$1.7 billion for transpor-
tation and water projects.

A $603 million alloca-

tion for improvements to 
Georgia's prison system 
is spread out over both 
the mid-year budget and 
the governor's more mod-
est $37.7 billion fiscal 
2026 spending plan. The 
2026 budget, which takes 
effect July 1, also includes 
most of the funding for a 
$1 billion rollback of the 
state's income tax rate 
from 5.39% to 5.19%.

"At the end of the day, 
that's your money - not 
the government's," Kemp 
said Thursday during his 
annual State of the State 
address to a joint session 
of the Georgia House and 
Senate. "We believe you 
should keep more of it."

Kemp first respond-
ed to Hurricane Helene 
by repurposing $100 
million to the Georgia 
Development Authority 
last November to provide 
direct financial support 
for farmers and timber 

producers who suffered 
losses from the massive 
storm.

The $615 million relief 
package the governor 
requested Thursday 
includes $200 million 
to cover cleanup costs 
already incurred by the 
Georgia Department of 
Transportation, $150 
million to help both the 
state and local govern-
ments match federal 
disaster assistance, $100 
million to the Georgia 
State Financing and 
Investment Commission 
to offset the agency's 
disaster relief costs, 
$50 million to the 
state Department of 
Administrative Services 
to cover storm-related 
damage to state proper-
ties, and $15.7 million 
for the Georgia Forestry 
Commission.

The $1.7 billion infra-
s tructure  package 

includes $530 million 
for the DOT for highway 
projects critical to state-
wide economic develop-
ment and $250 million 
in grants to local govern-
ments for road projects.

Another $502 mil-
lion would be used to 
build surface water-sup-
ply projects in Coastal 
Georgia as an alternative 
to dipping into environ-
mentally fragile ground-
water to supply the huge 
Hyundai electric-vehicle 
manufacturing plant now 
under construction west 
of Savannah. A new water 
intake on the Savannah 
River is expected to 
deliver 20 million gallons 
a day by 2030.

Another $250 million 
would go to support water 
and sewer projects across 
the state through low-in-
terest loans to local com-
munities.

The prison package fol-

lows release of a Justice 
Department audit last 
fall that accused the 
Georgia prison system of 
violating inmates’ consti-
tutional rights by fail-
ing to protect them from 
widespread violence. It 
includes 4% pay raises 
for correctional officers, 
8% increases for men-
tal health professionals 
working in state prisons, 
and funds to hire an addi-
tional 330 guards.

Another $371.7 million 
in the mid-year budget 
and $68.2 million in the 
fiscal 2026 spending plan 
would go toward infra-
structure upgrades, while 
$97 million would be used 
to improve inmate health 
care.

The two budgets also 
fully fund Georgia's 
Quality Basic Education 
(QBE) formula for stu-
dents in grades K-12, 
something the state has 

only been able to do in 
recent years after build-
ing up a $16 billion sur-
plus.

The new private-school 
vouchers program will be 
funded in fiscal 2026 for 
the first time at $141 
million, equivalent to 
1% of the QBE, a limit 
set by legislation the 
R e p u b l i c a n - c o n t r o l l e d 
General Assembly passed 
last year establishing the 
program.

For the second year 
in a row, the state can 
afford to fund building 
projects with cash rath-
er than borrowing. The 
$1.5 billion capital proj-
ects budget would be 
split between this year 
and next.

The House and Senate 
Appropriations commit-
tees will conduct three 
days of joint hearings on 
the spending proposals 
next week.

the recliner bound for a life-
time in retail sales purga-
tory. Women may actually 
believe it's only a few minutes 
and their watch may agree. 
Recent astrophysics studies 
prove time in the underwear 
department of a major store is 
not like time anywhere else in 
the universe. A minute there 
is enough time outside that 
section of the store for entire 
solar systems to form and 
develop advanced civiliza-
tions which are driven extinct 

by their version of elephants 
wearing super heavy duty 
women's underwear.

I must admit, I have just 
thought of one thing worse. 
Being called upon to actual-
ly enter said section of the 
major store and buy some-
thing because your woman 
couldn't get to the store and 
you happened to be handy. 

Ladies, never do this to 
your man. Take him out in 
the back yard and shoot him 
instead. 

Don't believe me. Ask which 
he'd rather you do. Chances 
are good he'll lie and say he 
doesn't mind picking the stuff 
up for you, but if you had him 
hooked to a lie detector at that 
moment, it would explode.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO INTRODUCE LOCAL LEGISLATION
Notice is given that there will be introduced at the 2025 regular session of the 
General Assembly of Georgia a bill to authorize the Municipal Court of the City 
of Centerville to charge a technology fee; and for other purposes.
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BAKER
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POLICE
From page 1A		

The Criminal Investigations 
Division and Identification 
Criminalistics arrived to pro-
cess the scene and investi-
gate.

Anyone with more informa-
tion is encouraged to contact 
Det. Elizabeth Smith at (478) 
302-5380 or Macon Regional 
Crimestoppers: 1-977-
68CRIME.

LAWSUIT
From page 1A		

Notice of Public Hearing
PPerry Historic Preservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing in the City Hall Council Chambers at 

808 Carroll Street on February 11, 2025, at 6:00 pm, for 
public comment on the proposed ordinance 

providing for designation of the Swift Street Historic 
District, consisting of these properties: 1100 through 

1407 Swift St.; 1006 First St.; 1006 through 1008 
SeSecond St.; 1000 through 1007 Third St., except 1004 

Third St.; and 1303 through 1311 Houston Lake Dr. 
Documents related to this proposal are available for 

review at the Community Development office located 
at 741 Main Street during regular business hours or 

https://perry-ga.gov/historic-preservation-commission.
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Healthy surplus, long list of needs driving state budget
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By OWEN JONES
HHJ Staff Writer

owen@hhjonline.com

WARNER ROBINS — 
The Museum of Aviation 
hosted their 29th annual 
Run for Aviation mara-
thon, half-marathon, 5k 
and para athletes races 
on Saturday, Jan. 18. 

Director of Marketing 
Lacey Meador said these 
races bring the commu-
nity together in unity by 
promoting health while 
also celebrating aviation 
history. 

She also mentioned Run 
for Aviation being a huge 
fundraiser for the muse-
um. 

“Not only do we raise 
money to sustain our mis-
sion and our restoration 
efforts in keeping history 
alive, but we’re also doing 
incredible things through 
our National STEM 
Academy educational pro-
grams along with lots of 
outreach opportunities 
in the public by teach-
ing children, teachers and 
even adults in all the areas 
of science, technology and 
mathematics,” she said. 
“[Run for Aviation] allows 
us to sustain our mission 
and keep that educational 
program going.”

According to Meador, 
the 29th annual Run for 
Aviation had 749 racers 
registered and also had 
some running virtually. 

“[Those running virtu-
ally], go out and run their 
race, keep track of their 
time and submit it, so 
technically they are still 
running for aviation, but 
they’re doing it from the 
comfort of wherever they 
live,” she said. 

Run for Aviation also 
gets many racers from out 
of state that come to the 
race in-person. Meador 
mentioned this race is a 
Boston Marathon qualifi-
er and has had multiple 
racers qualify. 

“We had about 50 more 
participants than we did 
last year, and we’re just 
looking forward to seeing 
this race grow, especially 
with next year being our 
30th annual,” she said. 
“We’re just thankful for 
our community support 
coming out and running, 
rain or shine.”

Run for Aviation part-
nered with the movie 
Flight Risk, starring 
Mark Wahlberg. Meador 
said the movie’s market-
ing team reached out to 
them and thought their 

movie ties in really well 
with Run for Aviation. 

Meador also wanted to 
thank their presenting 
sponsor Atrium Health 
and the many sponsors 
who helped make this 
race happen. 

“Without [Atrium 
Health] and without our 
many, many other spon-
sors, this race would not 
be put on, so we’re just 
grateful for their sup-
port,” she said. 

The medals the winners 
received showcased a 

C-47 A. Meador said this 
aircraft is very special to 
the Museum of Aviation. 

“We got this aircraft 
in from a small museum 
in Alaska, and came to 
find out, this particular 
aircraft participated in 
D-Day as it dropped 17 
paratroopers that partic-
ular night, and it also 
participated in the [Siege 
of] Bastogne” she said. 

Meador also wanted to 
thank the many volun-

teers who helped out with 
the races. 

“Thank you to all of 
the sponsors who came 
out to do everything from 
packing race bags to pro-
viding medical attention 
if needed, to picking up 
food for the runner,” she 
said. “There’s all sorts of 
jobs that a race of this 
magnitude entails and 
we’ve had so many people 
who have reached out and 
wanted to help.” 

Arts & Entertainment
Museum of Aviation hosts 29th annual Run for Aviation

Museum of Aviation

Rain or shine, many racers came out and participated in the 29th annual Run for Aviation. 

Musuem of Aviation

Runners finish their respective races at the 29th annual Run for Aviation. 
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FAMILY FEATURES 

If blustery conditions are giving you the blues, come 
inside from the cold for a winter warmup in the 
comfort of your own kitchen. Cold-weather favorites 
that are baked, roasted or slow cooked are usually 

equal parts easy, delicious and filling, making them perfect 
solutions for chilly, snowy days.

Add a bit of comfort to your weeknight menu with this 
Loaded Chicken Bake that’s ready in about half an hour. 
A short list of ingredients and allowing your oven to do 
most of the work for you mean it’s ideal for saving time 
(and money at the grocery store) while still satisfying 
winter appetites.

Serving as the hearty base is READ German Potato 
Salad, made with thinly sliced potatoes and bacon in a 
traditional sweet-piquant dressing. While it’s delicious 
when served chilled, heated or at room temperature on its 
own, it can also be the star of the show in family meals.

For another true cent saver, try Oven-Roasted Sweet 
Potatoes and Beets. This savory side dish highlights the 
flavors of the season in a recipe that’s as easy to assemble 
as it is to enjoy with loved ones.

Picked and packed at peak ripeness, antioxidant-rich 
Aunt Nellie’s beets are pickled with a delicate balance of 
sweetness and vinegar for a homemade flavor that’s perfect 
in this roasted side that can accompany winter meals of all 
sorts. Versatile jarred whole pickled beets are always in 
season, meaning you can enjoy them chilled, warmed or 
worked into recipes.

Find more favorite wintertime recipes by visiting 
READSalads.com and AuntNellies.com.

Cozy, Comforting Recipes 
to Take On the Cold

Loaded Chicken Bake
Recipe courtesy of Hungry In LA
Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 8

  Nonstick cooking spray
 2  cans (15 ounces each) READ German Potato Salad
 4  cups shredded rotisserie chicken or other  
   cooked chicken
 1/2  cup heavy cream
 1/4  teaspoon salt
	 1/4		 teaspoon	finely	ground	black	pepper
 3/4  cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
	 1/4		 cups	crumbled,	cooked	bacon
	 	 French	fried	onions	(optional),	plus	additional	 
	 	 	 for	serving	(optional),	divided
Preheat oven to 375 F.

Lightly coat 9-by-13-inch baking dish with nonstick 
cooking spray.

Spread German potato salad evenly in dish. Top evenly 
with chicken.

In small bowl, stir heavy cream, salt and pepper. Pour 
mixture over chicken.

Sprinkle with cheese, bacon and onions, if desired.
Bake 15 minutes, or until casserole is bubbly. Let stand 

10 minutes. Top with additional onions, if desired.

Oven-Roasted Sweet Potatoes and Beets
Servings: 4

 1  jar (16 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Whole Pickled Beets
	 2		 large	sweet	potatoes	(about	1	pound)	peeled	and	 
	 	 	 cubed	(1/2-3/4-inch	cubes)
	 2-3		 tablespoons	extra-virgin	olive	oil
 1  teaspoon kosher salt
	 1/2		 teaspoon	black	pepper
	 1		 red	onion,	sliced	about	1/4-inch	thick
	 2		 fresh	rosemary	sprigs,	plus	additional	for	garnish
Preheat oven to 400 F. Drain beets. Discard liquid or save for another use.

In large bowl, toss sweet potatoes, olive oil, salt, pepper and onion until coated.
Place silicone mat on baking sheet or line with aluminum foil.
Pour contents of bowl onto baking sheet in single layer. Remove rosemary 

from stems; sprinkle over vegetables. Bake 30 minutes until potatoes are 
almost tender. 

Add beets to baking sheet. Return to oven 10-15 minutes, or until potatoes are 
fork-tender and beginning to brown. Garnish with additional rosemary, if desired.
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HoCo vs Northside 
Boys 

V. Quainton 19p
M. Gillespie - 18p, 3r, 1a
B. Price - 16p
J. Jackson - 15p, 2r
K. Plummer - 11p, 4r, 

3a
M. Spencer - 8p

HoCo vs Northside 
Girls

J. Lester - 9p
F. Curtis - 8p
T. Johnson - 8p
J. Burgess - 8p
K. Burke - 5p
S. Rankin - 5p

HoCo Boys vs Coffee

J. Jackson - 19p, 3a
M. Gillespie - 11p, 3r, 3a
B. Mills - 11p, 3r, 1b

Veterans Boys 
vs Thomas County 
Central

T. Byrd - 18p
A. Sweenor - 17p
T. Abner - 13p

Veterans Girls 
vs Thomas County 
Central

J. Ortiz - 19p
N. Nelson - 17p
M. Sheppard - 10p

Warner Robins Boys 
@ New Hampstead

D. Strickland - 15p, 5r, 
2a

J. Hill - 15p, 4r, 2a
G. Jacobs - 14p, 5r

Warner Robins Girls 
@ New Hampstead

K. Slaughter - 20p, 3r, 
2a, 4s

J. Turner - 10p, 10r, 
3a, 4s

J. Casanova - 10p, 2a

Warner Robins Girls 
@ Ware County

T. Thomas - 20p, 9r, 
3a, 2s

K. Slaughter - 16p, 4a, 
4s

J. Turner - 6p, 6r 5 
charges

• Basketball 
Roundup - B5
• Northside 
Basketball @ 
HoCo - B6

INSIDE

STATS

SPORTS

By CLAY BROWN
HHJ Sports Editor

clay@hhjonline.com

KATHLEEN — The 
Veterans Warhawks (11-
7, 3-2 Region 2-5A) have 
yet to get a win against 
Houston County or Lee 
County, but they’ve taken 
care of all the other teams 
in the region, including the 
Thomas County Central 
Yellow Jackets (11-6, 11-3 
Region) in a 75-61 final.

Here are three observa-
tions from Friday’s region 
contest:

Solidifying their spot 
in the standings

Veterans came into the 
season predicting to be “the 
best of the rest,” and look-
ing to get in the conversa-
tion with Lee County and 
Houston County.

So far that’s held true, 
with the Warhawks tak-
ing double digit losses on 
the road to both of those 
teams. However, they have 
also solidified their third 
place spot with wins over 
Northside, Thomas County 
Central and Coffee.

That baseline should pre-
vent them from falling too 
far in the standings assum-
ing things continue as they 
are, but Veterans coach 
Chip Flemmer knows his 
team has to be more consis-
tent to compete with the top 
dawgs.

“What I tell them is there’s 
10 region games, every one 
of them is a big game. It’s 
10% of your region schedule, 
so don’t take anybody light-
ly,” Flemmer said. “Don’t 
worry about the teams that 
[are] really good, because 
if we play our best, we can 
compete with anybody.”

“Lee [County’s] really 
good, HoCo’s really good…
we know that we can com-
pete with both of them. We 
just got to play our best bas-

ketball game for 32 minutes 
and see what happens.”

Holding off the come-
back

The Warhawks had con-
trol of this game early on, 
and though the Yellow 
Jackets attempted to over-
take them, it never did hap-
pen.

Veterans came out blaz-
ing hot and took a com-
manding 23-6 lead after 
the first quarter, using the 
offensive glass and a couple 
of 3-pointers to create dis-
tance.

Things cooled down a lit-
tle in the second quarter 
as Thomas County Central 
went on a 9-0 run.of their 
own to prevent an early 
blowout.

This happened a couple 
times in the game, but the 
Warhawks never allowed 
the comeback to be com-
pleted. They always found 
a way.

“When we were making 

those leads, we were play-
ing really good defense, 
getting stops, and then at 
some points…[we were] try-
ing to pick our times when 
we could run and maybe get 
an easy bucket,” Flemmer 
said on building their leads. 
“When [Thomas County 
Central was] coming back, 
we were just getting back 
to bad habits. That’s what’s 

biting us sometimes. If we 
can stay consistent, that’s 
been something we were 
trying to preach…”

Limiting leading 
Region 2-5A scorer Eric 
Love III

Coming into Friday’s 
game, junior Eric Love III 
was Region 2-5A’s leading 
scorer at 20.6 points per 
game.

He’s had two 30-point per-
formances, and six games of 
20 or more points. He’s also 
a generally efficient scorer, 
so to see him only score 8 
points through three quar-
ters, and only 16 overall 
(fourth-lowest scoring out-
put through 14 games) was 
welcome for the Warhawks.

“We were definitely aware 
of him and how much he 
scores, and we know he’s 
a really good ball handler 
and kind of initiates that 
offense and gets things 
going,” Flemmer said. “We 
definitely wanted to make 

a conscious effort to keep 
him in front of us because 
he tends to get on that 
foul line, and he did get on 
the foul line quite a bit…
[Thomas County Central 
has] some good pieces, and 
TCC’s well coached. So we 
were coming into this one 
knowing we were going to 
have a battle tonight.”

Lady Warhawks 76, 

Lady Yellow Jackets 45
The Veterans Lady 

Warhawks (12-6, 4-1 Region 
2-5A) never trailed in their 
76-45 win over the Thomas 
County Central Lady Yellow 
Jackets (9-8, 1-3 Region), 
and overcame a slow second 
quarter to win their second 
region game in a row by at 
least 30 points.

Three observations:
Switching up the strat-

egy
Thomas County Central 

was focused on taking away 
Veterans’ driving lanes and 
presence inside by putting 
multiple defenders in the 
paint.

It worked in some ways — 
somewhat keeping the Lady 
‘Hawks off of the offensive 
glass and not giving them 
any easy post up opportu-
nities.

But, what it also did was 
leave Veterans more open 
from 3-point range.

The Lady ‘Hawks didn’t 

capitalize as much as they 
could have with a slow sec-
ond quarter, but many of 
their 3-point attempts were 
wide open even if some were 
a step or two too far back.

However, too much of a 
good thing is a bad thing, 
and Veterans had to switch 
up the game plan to be as 
productive as possible.

The Lady ‘Hawks came 
out of halftime with renewed 
energy and a different game 
plan from coach Tracy 
Fendley; They weren’t going 
to keep chucking up 3-point-
ers that weren’t falling at 
a high clip, and instead 
worked on spacing the floor 
and getting the ball inside.

They got Addyson 
McClendon more touches on 
the block and Taleah Hayes 
opportunities in the middle 
and saw success despite fac-
ing three to five defenders 
at any one time.

That allowed Veterans to 
close the door on Thomas 
County Central with a 19-4 
third quarter.

“The third quarter we 
were trying to get the ball 
more inside to our post 
players. Anytime you start 
getting the ball inside and 
hit some shots you open 
it up from the outside,” 
Fendley said. “We attacked 
the rim a little bit better 
as well and didn’t settle for 
just a 3-point shot. It’s the 
first time some people have 
played us in a 2-3 zone.”

“We talked about execut-
ing zone offenses and trying 
to get inside to our bigs and 
see what happened. Our 
bigs scored some points for 
us tonight.”

Bouncing back big 
time

Veterans is one point 
away from being unde-
feated in the region, and 
since their 51-50 loss to Lee 
County, they’ve won two 
region games by a combined 
148-63 score.

They completely disman-
tled Houston County on 
the road 72-18, and after 
another double-digit win at 
Bleckley County, they took 
care of business against the 
Lady Yellow Jackets 76-45.

Nothing will erase that 
loss, but with three Region 
2-5A teams having one 
(Coffee and Lee County 

being the other two) loss, all 
Veterans has to do is keep 
winning to continue mak-
ing their case for a region 
championship.

Fendley said her team is 
hungry for their rematch 
against Lee County on 
Tuesday.

“It’s important to prepare 
and get ready. The girls are 
very aware that we got one 
loss to Lee [County] and 
that we play them again on 
Tuesday,” Fendley said. “We 
talked about it in the lock-
er room, actually. They’re 
ready. Of course we gotta 
go to Jones [County] tomor-
row, but they’re ready for 
Lee [County] on Tuesday.”

“They didn’t let it spiral, 
they used it as motivation. 
Kind of fed off it a little bit 
to work a little bit harder 
in practice and focus more 
on the things we gotta do to 
win and beat Lee [County].”

Celebrating Nariah 
Nelson

Nariah Nelson scored 
her 1000th point last week 
against Houston County, 
but in her first home game 
since then the Lady ‘Hawks 
decided to celebrate her 
before senior night.

Crossing that threshold in 
your junior year is impres-
sive, much less before it’s 
even over. Nelson has been 
invaluable both on and off 
the court.

“First of all she’s a really 
talented basketball player…
but she’s also got a really 
good personality,” Fendley 
said. “She doesn’t take her-
self too seriously and she’s 
a lot of fun to be around…
She’s probably leading us in 
assists, maybe in steals, and 
she’s also a big rebounder 
for us as well.”

“Tonight I was really 
proud of her because she 
stepped it up defensive-
ly. She probably had five 
or six steals on top of her 
assists and points tonight. 
1000 points is a big accom-
plishment, especially in her 
junior year…she’s still got a 
lot of basketball so hopeful-
ly she’ll score 1000 more.”

UP NEXT
Veterans will hit the 

road again on Saturday to 
take on Jones County in a 
non-region game at 6 p.m.

Veterans Basketball

Clay Brown/HHJ

The Lady 'Hawks celebrated Nariah Nelson (white) crossing the 1000-point mark against Houston County last week 
with a short ceremony before senior night. 

Clay Brown/HHJ

Aiden Sweenor (white) looks for an outlet  while being surrounded by multiple defend-
ers.



Alcoholic Beverage

25-026
RETAIL DISTILLED SPIRITS 

ADVERTISEMENT
(PACKAGE STORES ONLY)

Notice is given that Liquor Outlet through 
Manjit Kaurlourner 158 Grandiflora Dr, 
McDonough GA 30253 has applied for a 
license to sell Beer, Wine & Liquor at retail 
at 1509 Sam Nunn Blvd, Perry, GA 31069.
38555 1/15-1/22

Service & Construction Bids

25-090
ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS

On behalf of the Houston County School 
District, Parrish Construction Group, Inc. is 
soliciting proposals from qualified subcon-
tractors and vendors for the VETERANS 
MIDDLE SCHOOL project in Perry, Geor-
gia. Information regarding bid packages, 
bid document availability and cost can 
be obtained through the Construction 
Manager, Parrish Construction Group, 221 
Industrial Park Drive, Perry, Georgia by 
contacting us by phone at: (478) 987-5544 
or by fax at (478) 987-5536
Proposals are due no later than 2:00 PM 
on February 13, 2025 at the Perry office of 
Parrish Construction Group. All proposals 
received will be publicly read aloud starting 
at 2:00 PM. 
39048 1/22-2/12

Debtors & Creditors Notice

25-018
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: ATTILA SALADIN HARRISON, 
DECEASED
All creditors of the estate of Attila Sala-
din Harrison, deceased, late of Houston 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
Sharlene E. Edwards is the Administrator of 
the estate of Attila Saladin Harrison. Edwin 
S. Varner, Jr., Attorney at Law, 1719 Russell 
Pkwy., Bldg. 200,
Warner Robins, GA 31088, 
(478) 922-3010.
38439 1/15-2/5

25-060
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: KRISTIE LANGSTON HILL
All creditors of the Estate of Kristie Langston 
Hill, deceased, late of Houston
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
January 9, 2025
William Thomas Hill, II
Administrators of the Estate
Kristie Langston Hill
216 Idle Pines Dr.
Perry, GA 31069
Robert R. Lawson
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38718 1/22-2/12

25-022
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: SANDRA GILES SESSOMS
All creditors of the Estate of Sandra Giles 
Sessoms, deceased, late of Houston 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
January 3, 2025
Paul David King, Jr.
Kellye King Johnson
Executor of the Estate
Sandra Giles Sessoms
311 Caverns Drive
Calhoun, GA 30701
Robert T. Tuggle, III
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38466 1/15-2/5

25-058
GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of DONALD 
LEE SMITH, deceased, late of Houston 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned, 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This the 9th day of January 2025.
KIMBERLY D. SMITH, Administrator of the
Estate of DONALD LEE SMITH, Deceased
c/o Lisa R. Coody
Attorney for Administrator
1719 Russell Parkway, Bldg. 200
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
(478) 922-3010
38716 1/22-2/12

25-017
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN R. MARTIN
All creditors of the estate of John R. Martin, 
deceased, late of Houston County, Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
Patricia M. Spinks a/k/a Patricia J. Spinks 
is the Executrix of the estate of
John R. Martin. D. Lee Peacock, Attorney 
at Law, 
1719 Russell Pkwy., Bldg. 200, 
Warner Robins, GA 31088 
(478) 922-3010.
38438 1/15-2/5

25-084
GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

All creditors of the JOYCE T. REDMOND, 
deceased, of Houston County, Georgia, are 
hereby notified to render in their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said Estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This January 16, 2025
Renee Strawn and Robet E. Redmond, 
Co-Executors
39036 1/22-2/12

24-1938
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
All creditors of FAYE H. ROBERTS, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render 
in their demands to the undersigned ac-
cording to law, and all persons indebted to 
said Estate are required to make payment.
This 20th day of December, 2024. 
Mr. Timothy A. Roberts
267 Remington Court
Byron, GA 31008
BRADLEY G. PYLES 
Attorneys for Executor
Post Office Box 1797 
Macon, GA 31202-1797
(478) 745-1651
38320 1/8-1/29

24-1918
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
All creditors of the estate of LARRY G. 
WALTON, deceased, late of Houston 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned.
ANGELA LAWRENCE, Executor
221 Carter Road
Griffin, Georgia 30224
Sara C. Diamond Wechsler
WALKER, HULBERT, GRAY & MOORE, 
LLP
PO Box 1770
Perry, GA 31069
478-987-1415
38191 1/1-1/22

25-021
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
Re: Estate of Carol L. Wright
All creditors of the Estate of Carol L. Wright, 
deceased, late of Houston County,
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said 
Estate are required to make immediate 
payment to me.
This 2nd day of January, 2025.
Tara Tourville, Esq.
Attorney for Estate of Carol L. Wright
446 S. Houston Lake Road
Warner Robins, GA 31088
(478) 333-6502
38464 1/15-2/5

24-1901
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: ESTATE OF BOBBY WOOTEN, 
DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Bobby Wooten, 
deceased, late of Houston County, are 
hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This 19th day of December, 2024.
Bobby L. Wooten
Executor
1812 GA. Hwy 247 S 
Kathleen GA 31047
38077 1/1-1/22

25-082
GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of CALVIN 
HERBERT SMITH, deceased, of Houston 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment.
This January 15, 2025
David George Smith, Executor
c/o Rebecca C. Moody
MOODY & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE, 
LLC
P.O. Box 422
Perry, GA 31069
478-988-0238
39018 1/22-2/12

24-1936
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: JAMES MILTON STEVENSON
All creditors of the Estate of James Milton 
Stevenson, deceased, late of Houston 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
December 30, 2024
Sharon Deblasis
Executor of the Estate
James Milton Stevenson
10200 Casey Dr.
New Port Richey, FL 34654
Robert T. Tuggle, III
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38292 1/8-1/29

24-1937
GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

All creditors of the Estate of JOSEPHINE 
LESTER, deceased, of Houston County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said 
Estate are required to make immediate 
payment.
This 30th day of December 2024.
Alzie Lawson and Elgin Bryant, Executrix
c/o Rebecca C. Moody
MOODY & ASSOCIATES LAW OFFICE, 
LLC
P.O. Box 422
Perry, GA 31069
478-988-0238
38304 1/8-1/29

25-061
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: David Debresion Battle
All creditors of the Estate of David De-
bresion Battle, deceased, late of Houston 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
January 9, 2025
Taylor Janai Battle, Executor
122 Gardner Drive
Shalimar, FL 32579
38719 1/22-2/12

24-1902
GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

All creditors of the estate of BONNIE S. 
GRAY, deceased, late of Houston County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned, accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment.
This the 11th day of December, 2024.
MICHAEL PAUL SODERMAN and
JANET N. SODERMAN, Co-Executors of 
the Estate of BONNIE S. GRAY, Deceased
Matthew C. Moore
Attorney for Executor
Post Office Drawer 8269
Warner Robins, Georgia 31095-8269
(478) 328-3200
38092 1/1-1/22

24-1927
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
State of Georgia
County of Houston
RE: Estate of John L Bridges
All creditors of the estate of John L Bridges, 
decease late of Houston County are hereby 
notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are required 
to make the immediate payment to me.
This 1st day of January, 2025. 
Robert Allen Bridges
Executor 
Estate of John L Bridges
880 Airport Rd
Perry, GA  31069 
38219 1/1-1/22

25-062
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
IN RE: Estate of Robert S. Hodges, De-
ceased
All creditors of the Estate Robert S. Hodg-
es, deceased, late of Houston County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the Administrator named 
below according to law, and all persons in-
debted to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to said Administrator.  
Demands and payments may be sent to 
counsel for the Administrator, Michael L. 
Chidester, Attorney, P.O. Box 1704, Byron, 
Georgia  31008.
This 7th day of January, 2025.
Christopher C. Hodges
Administrator
38720 1/22-2/12

24-1914
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: ESTATE OF DON FERGUSON
All creditors of the estate of Don Ferguson, 
deceased, late of Houston County, Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
Brande Faircloth Barkley is the Executor of 
the estate of Don Ferguson.
D. Lee Peacock, Attorney at Law, 
1719 Russell Pkwy., Bldg. 200, 
Warner Robins, GA 31088 
(478) 922-3010.
38146 1/1-1/22

25-067
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
HOUSTON
IN RE: PAUL MICHAEL WYATT
All creditors of the estate of PAUL MI-
CHAEL WYATT, late of Houston County, 
are hereby notified to render demands to 
the undersigned according to law.  All per-
sons indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to the under-
signed.  All claims to the above estate, must 
be sent to the undersigned before the 22 
day of April 2025.
Dated: 10 January 2025
Emily Wyatt Manry, Executor
2123 Hiwassee Drive
Bonaire, GA 31005
38743 1/22-2/12

25-038
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: DWAYNE G. LANGSTON
All creditors of the Estate of Dwayne G. 
Langston, deceased, late of Houston 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
January 6, 2025
Laura L. Forehand
Administrator of the Estate
Dwayne G. Langston
123 Clements Road
Americus, Georgia 31709
Robert R. Lawson
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38661 1/15-2/5

25-036 
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF HOUSTON 
All creditors of the estate of ELAINE B. 
KEMP, deceased, late of Houston County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned. 
RAYMOND A. BROWN, Executor of the 
Estate  of ELAINE B. KEMP 
188 Dana Lane 
Cochran, Georgia 31014 
Jordan L. Reab 
WALKER, HULBERT, GRAY & MOORE, 
LLP 
PO Box 1770 
Perry, GA 31069 
478-987-1415 
38658 1/15-2/5

24-1912
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: NELLIE K. WADE
All creditors of the Estate of Nellie K. Wade, 
deceased, late of Houston County,
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
December 23, 2024
Richard Wade
Executor of the Estate
Nellie K. Wade
252 Grove Lane
Kathleen, GA 31047
Robert R. Lawson
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38143 1/1-1/22

24-1934
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 
STATE OF GEORGIA, 
COUNTY OF MONROE. 
IN RE: JAMES ARTHUR HOGAN 
All creditors of the Estate of JAMES AR-
THUR HOGAN, deceased, late of HOUS-
TON COUNTY, Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to the Estate are hereby required to make 
immediate payment to me. 
This 26th day of December, 2024. 
/S/ JAMES ARTHUR HOGAN 
JUANITA D. HOGAN, ADMINISTRATOR 
102 Antebellum Circle 
Warner Robins, GA 31093-9000 
Robert L. Harris 
HAYGOOD, LYNCH, HARRIS, MELTON, 
& WATSON, LLP 
87 North Lee Street 
P. O. Box 657 
Forsyth, GA 31029 
(478) 994-5171 
38263 1/8-1/29

25-059
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: WILLIAM FRANK ELLIS
All creditors of the Estate of William Frank 
Ellis, deceased, late of Houston County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
January 9, 2025
Paige Ellis and Jamie Pederson
Administrators of the Estate
William Frank Ellis
100 Ashley Dr, Apt D
Perry, GA 31069
Robert T. Tuggle, III
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38717 1/22-2/12

25-035
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
IN RE: CASSANDRA R. CASSIE
All creditors of the Estate of Cassandra R. 
Cassie, deceased, late of Houston County, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to
law, and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
January 6, 2025
Henry Cassie
Administrator of the Estate
Cassandra R. Cassie
1379 Cambridge Dr
Perry, GA 31069
Robert T. Tuggle, III
Daniel, Lawson, Tuggle & Jerles, LLP
Post Office Box 89
Perry, Georgia 31069
38657 1/15-2/5

Foreclosures

24-1907
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF 

EQUITY OF REDEMPTION 
Take notice that: 
THE RIGHT TO REDEEM THE FOLLOW-
ING DESCRIBED PROPERTY, TO WIT: 
All that tract or parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 48 of the Tenth Land 
District of Houston County, Georgia, and in 
the City of Perry, and being approximately 
7.68 acres as is more fully shown on a plat 
of survey by Milton V. Beckham, Surveyor, 
dated February 4, 1969, and a copy of 
said plat being recorded in Map Book 12, 
Page 162, Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior 
Court, and EXCEPTING therefrom Lots 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block “A” of a subdivision 
for Milton V. Beckham, as is more fully 
shown on a plat of survey by Richard L. 
Jones, Surveyor, dated November 5, 1984, 
and a copy of said plat being recorded in 
Map Book 27, Page 177, Clerk’s Office, 
Houston Superior Court. Said plat and the 
recorded copy thereof are hereby made a 
part of this description by reference thereto. 
The tract herein conveyed contains approx-
imately 5.632 acres. 
WILL EXPIRE AND BE FOREVER FORE-
CLOSED AND BARRED ON AND AFTER 
THE 3rd DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2025. 
The tax deed to which this notice relates is 

dated June 1, 2021, and is recorded in the 
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Houston County, Georgia, in Deed Book 
9249, Page 231. 
The property may be redeemed at any time 
before the 3rd day of February, 2025, by 
payment of the redemption price via legal 
tender as fixed and provided by law to the 
undersigned at the following address: 
466 S Houston Lake Rd. 
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
Please be governed accordingly.  
Anna Usry Person 
Attorney for Andrew Dennis 
466 S Houston Lake Rd. 
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
(478) 333-6502 
466 S. Houston Lake Rd. 
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088 
38111 1/1-1/22

25-073
STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF HOUSTON
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default under the terms of 
the Security Deed executed by Carmen R. 
Liddell to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Nominee for America-
HomeKey, Inc. dated April 29, 2010, and 
recorded in Deed Book 5213, Page 81, 
as last modified in Deed Book 9501, Page 
301, Houston County Records, said Secu-
rity Deed having been last sold, assigned, 
transferred and conveyed to Wells Fargo 
Bank, NA, securing a Note in the original 
principal amount of $140,113.00, the 
holder thereof pursuant to said Deed and 
Note thereby secured has declared the 
entire amount of said indebtedness due 
and payable and, pursuant to the power 
of sale contained in said Deed, will on the 
first Tuesday, March 4, 2025, during the 
legal hours of sale, before the Courthouse 
door in said County, sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash, the property 
described in said Deed, to-wit:
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 199 of the Tenth 
Land District, Houston County, Georgia, 
being more particularly described as Tract 
No. 4 comprising 0.604 acres of the Martin 
Subdivision on a plat of survey prepared 
by Waddle, Clements and Associates on 
October 17, 1983, a copy of said plat being 
of record in Map Book 26, Page 96, Clerk’s 
Office, Houston Superior Court. Said plat 
and the recorded copy thereof are hereby 
made a part of this description by reference 
thereto. Said Lot 4 is more particularly 
described as follows: From the intersection 
of the southerly right of way line of Mt. Zion 
Road with the easterly right of way line of 
Tidwell Road, extend southerly along the 
easterly right of way line of Tidwell Road 
for a distance of 354.50 feet to a point of 
beginning, and from said point of beginning 
extend North 45 degrees 48’ 35’’ East 
223.04 feet, thence South 0 degrees 46’; 
54’’ East for a distance of 324.63 feet to a 
point on Tidwell Road, thence North 44 de-
grees 11’; 25’’ West along the easterly right 
of way line of Tidwell Road for a distance of 
235.83 feet to a point of beginning.
Said property is known as 248 Tidwell 
Road, Bonaire, GA 31005, together with 
all fixtures and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said property, 
if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now 
due and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied 
to the payment of said indebtedness and 
all expenses of said sale as provided in 
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession 
of Carmen R Liddell, successor in interest 
or tenant(s).
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. as Attorney-in-Fact 
for
Carmen R. Liddell
File no. 24-082380
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E., 
Suite 130
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
38818 1/22-2/26

25-001
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

State of Georgia, County of Houston
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by 
Stefon Young to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for Planters First Bank (the Secured 
Creditor), dated December 22, 2017, and 
Recorded on December 27, 2017 as Book 
No. 7720 and Page No. 240, Houston 
County, Georgia records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a Note of 
even date in the original principal amount of 
$154,660.00, with interest at the rate spec-
ified therein, as last assigned to Lakeview 
Loan Servicing, LLC by assignment that is 
or to be recorded in the Houston County, 
Georgia Records, there
will be sold by the undersigned at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash at the 
Houston County Courthouse within the 
legal hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 
FEBRUARY, 2025, the following described 
property:
All that tract or parcel of land, situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 52 of the Tenth (10th) 
Land District, Houston County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as Lot 96, 
Longbridge Subdivision, according to a plat 
of survey of record in Plat Book 72, Pages 
148-52, Clerk’s Office, Houston
Superior Court.
Said plat and the recorded copy thereof are 
incorporated by reference for all purposes. 
Subject to all easements, ordinances, cove-
nants, conditions, restrictions and rights -of 
-way of record, if any.
Tax ID: 0P071 0 096 000

The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. Because 
the debt remains in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as
provided in the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). 
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC holds the 
duly endorsed Note and is the current 
assignee of the Security Deed to the prop-
erty. Nationstar Mortgage, LLC d/b/a Mr. 
Cooper is the entity with the full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all terms 
of the loan. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §44-14-
162.2, Nationstar Mortgage, LLC d/b/a Mr. 
Cooper may be contacted at: (833) 685-
2565 or by writing to 350 Highland Drive, 
Lewisville, TX 75067. Please note that, 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. §44-14-162.2, the 
secured creditor is not required to amend 
or modify the terms of the loan.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party/parties in posses-
sion of the subject property known as 200 
LONGBRIDGE WAY, PERRY, GA 31069 is/
are: Stefon Young or tenant/tenants. 
Said property will be sold subject to (a) any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), (b) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, and (c) all matters 
of record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above, including, but not limited 
to, assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, easements, restrictions, 
covenants, etc.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §9-13-172.1, which 
allows for certain procedures regarding the 
rescission of judicial and nonjudicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed Under 
Power and other foreclosure documents 
may not be provided until final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan as pro-
vided in the preceding paragraph.
Funds used at sale shall be in certified 
funds and payable to “Bell Carrington Price 
& Gregg, LLC”.
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC as Attorney 
in Fact for Stefon Young.
Any information obtained on this matter 
may be used by the debt collector to collect 
the debt. 
Bell Carrington Price & Gregg, LLC, 
339 Heyward Street, 2nd Floor, 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803)-509-5078. 
File: 24-45802
38391 1/8-1/29

24-1928
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

UNDER POWER OF SALE
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
CONTAINED IN SECURITY DEED

STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF HOUSTON

Pursuant to a power of sale contained in a 
certain security deed executed by KISHOR 
DODIA, hereinafter referred to as Grantor, 
to AMERICAN PRIDE BANK, recorded in 
Deed Book 6589, beginning at page 263, 
and later transferred to KANU DODIA, of re-
cord in Deed Book 10572, Page 701-702, of 
the deed records of the Clerk of the Superi-
or Court of the aforesaid state and county, 
and by virtue of a default under the terms 
of said security deed, and the related note, 
the undersigned attorney-in-fact for the 
aforesaid Grantor (which attorney-in-fact 
is the present holder of said security deed 
and note secured thereby) will sell before 
the door of the courthouse in said county 
within the legal hours of sale, for cash, to 
the highest bidder on the first Tuesday in 
February, 2025, all property described in 
said security deed including but not limited 
to the following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and be-
ing in Land Lot 197 of the 5th Land District 
of Houston County, Georgia, being that 
certain 0.43 acre tract as shown on a survey 
for David L. Davidson, III and recorded in 
Plat Book 42, Page 98, Clerk’s Office, 
Houston County Superior Court. Said plat 
is incorporated herein by reference and 
made a part hereof for a more complete 
and accurate description.
Also conveyed herewith but without war-
ranty of title is the following:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and be-
ing in Land Lot 197 of the 5th Land District 
of Houston County, Georgia, being known 
and designated as Parcel “A” containing 
0.0396 acre tract as shown on a survey 
for David L. Davidson, III and recorded 
in Plat Book 42, Page 98, Clerk’s Office, 
Houston County Superior Court. Said plat 
is incorporated herein by reference and 
made a part hereof for a more complete 
and accurate description.
Aforesaid property being known as 1621 
Moody Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 
under the present system of numbering in 
Houston County, Georgia.
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representation, warranty, or 
recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned. The sale will be subject to the 
following items
which may affect the title: any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien but not yet due and payable); 
any matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of the 
property; any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
and all other matters of record superior to 
the said Security Deed. The sale will be 
conducted subject (1) to confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2)
to final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed.
[name of servicer or responsible party] is 
the entity with full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify the terms of the Note 
and Security Deed. Kanu Dodia may be 
contacted at: c/o Kelly Burke, Taisceal Law 
Group, LLC, 3421 Hwy 41N, Box 12, Byron, 
Georgia 31008, phone 478-396-7878. To 
the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the party in possession of the 
property is believed to be tenant(s).
Kanu Dodia, as Transferee, Assignee, and 
Secured Creditor.
As attorney-in-fact for the aforesaid Grant-
or.
Kelly Burke, Taisceal Law Group LLC
3421 Hwy 41N, Box 12
Byron, Georgia 31008
(478) 396-7878
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE HELD TO BE 
ACTINGAS A DEBT COLLECTOR, UN-
DER FEDERAL LAW.
IF SO, ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE
38222 1/1-1/22
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24-1926
STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF HOUSTON
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Because of a default under the terms of 
the Security Deed executed by Carol J. 
Gelling to Rocket Mortgage, LLC FKA 
Quicken Loans, LLC dated September 24, 
2021, and recorded in Deed Book 9367, 
Page 197, Houston County Records, said 
Security Deed having been last sold, as-
signed, transferred and conveyed to Rocket 
Mortgage LLC fka Quicken Loans, LLC, 
securing a Note in the original principal 
amount of $92,787.00, the holder thereof 
pursuant to said Deed and Note thereby 
secured has declared the entire amount of 
said indebtedness due and payable and, 
pursuant to the power of sale
contained in said Deed, will on the first 
Tuesday, March 4, 2025, during the legal 
hours of sale, before the Courthouse door 
in said County, sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, the property de-
scribed in said Deed, to-wit:
Parcel One: That certain lot, tract, or par-
cel of land, situate, lying and being in the 
Thirteenth District, also in the Lower Town 
District of Houston County, Georgia,
being known and designated as Lot No. 4 of 
Rainbow Heights Subdivision, and having 
such shapes, metes, bounds, courses and 
distances as are shown on plat of survey 
of said Rainbow Heights Subdivision made 
by Rhodes Sewell, State Surveyor No. 160, 
on May 28, 1946, a copy of said plat being 
recorded in map Book 2, Page 141, in 
the Clerk&#39;s Office, Houston Superior 
Court. Said plat is hereby made a part of 
this description by reference thereto for all 
purposes. Said lot fronting East 80 feet on 
the Perry and Elko Public Road and running 
back with even width a distance of 200 feet. 
Said lot bounded on the North by Lot No. 3 
of said Subdivision; on the East by the Perry 
and Elko Public Road; on the South by Lot 
No. 5 of said Subdivision; and, on the West 
by land now or formerly of Fred S. Griggs.
Parcel Two: All that real estate in the City 
of Perry, Houston County, Georgia, known 
and designated as Lots 2 and 3 in Rainbow 
Heights Subdivision; according
to a plat of survey made by Rhodes Sewell, 
Surveyor, on May 28, 1946, a copy of said 
plat being of record in Map Book 2, Page 
141, Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior 
Court. Said plat and the recorded copy 
thereof are hereby made a part of this 
description by reference thereto. Each of 
said lots front East 80 feet on the Perry to 
Elko Road and extend back in a Westerly 
direction with uniform width for a
distance of 200 feet.
Said property is known as 503 Martin 
Luther King Jr Drive, Perry, GA 31069,
together with all fixtures and personal 
property attached to and constituting a part 
of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, whether or not now 
due and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied 
to the payment of said indebtedness and 
allexpenses of said sale as provided in 
said Deed, and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession 
of Carol J Gelling, successor in interest or 
tenant(s).
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, 
LLC as Attorney-in-Fact for Carol J. Gelling
File no. 24-082406
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E., Suite 
130 Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535
https://www.logs.com/
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
38218 1/22-2/26

24-1920
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

UNDER POWER OF SALE  NOTICE OF 
SALE UNDER POWER CONTAINED IN 
SECURITY DEED STATE OF GEORGIA, 

COUNTY OF HOUSTON 
Pursuant to a power of sale contained in 
a certain security deed executed by Nakia 
Robinson, hereinafter referred to as Grant-
or, to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Homestar Financial Corp its 
successors and assigns, dated December 
18, 2020, and recorded on December 23, 
2020 in Deed Book 8929, beginning at page 
330, of the deed records of the Clerk of the 
Superior Court of Houston County, Georgia, 
and by virtue of a default under the terms 
of said security deed, and the related note, 
the undersigned attorney-in-fact for the 
aforesaid Grantor (which attorney-in-fact 
is the present holder of said security deed 
and note secured thereby) will sell at public 
outcry before the door of the courthouse in 
Houston County, Georgia, or at such place 
as has or may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative location, within the legal hours 
of sale, for cash, to the highest bidder on 
the first Tuesday in February, 2025, all 
property described in said security deed 
including but not limited to the following 
described property: All that tract or parcel 
of land situate, lying and being in Land 
Lot 203 of the Tenth (10th) Land District 
of Houston County, Georgia, being known 
and designated as Lot 15, Phase No. 1 of 
a subdivision known as Summer Branch, 
according to a plat of survey, prepared by 
McLeod Surveying, certified by Marty A. 
McLeod, Georgia Registered Land Sur-
veyor No. 2991, dated October 18, 2016, a 
copy of which is of recorded in Plat Book 81, 
Page 38, Clerk`s Office, Houston Superior 
Court. Said plat and the record thereof are 
incorporated herein by reference for all 
purposes. Said property may more com-
monly be known as 116 Amberley Court, 
Kathleen, GA 31047 Said property will be 
sold on an “as-is” basis without any rep-
resentation, warranty or recourse against 
the above-named or the undersigned. The 
sale will be subject to the following items 
which may affect the title: any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien but not yet due and payable); 
any matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of the 
property; any assessments, liens, encum-
brances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
and all other matters of record superior to 
the said Security Deed. The sale will be 
conducted subject (1) to confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan with 
the holder of the Security Deed. 
Essex Mortgage is the entity with full au-
thority to negotiate, amend and modify the 
terms of the Note and Security Deed, and 
it may be contacted at: 
Address: 1417 N. Magnolia Ave., Ocala, 
FL 34475 
Phone: 714-919-8924 
To the best of the undersigned’s knowledge 
and belief, the party in possession of the 
property is believed to be Nakia Robinson, 
or tenant(s). 
Data Mortgage INC., 
DBA Essex Mortgage, as Transferee, 
Assignee, and Secured Creditor As at-
torney-in-fact for the aforesaid Grantor 
Respectfully, Marinosci Law Group, P.C. 
16415 Addison Road, Suite 725 Addison, 
TX 75001 (401) 234-9200 (401) 398-2594 
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE HELD TO BE 
ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR, UN-
DER FEDERAL LAW. IF SO, ANY INFOR-
MATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE  A-4830641 01/08/2025, 
01/15/2025, 01/22/2025, 01/29/2025
38207 1/8-1/29

24-1935
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 

HOUSTON
By virtue of a Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Security Deed from Karl E. 
Daniel and Veronica M. Daniel to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Shelter Lending Services, LLC, 
dated October 31, 2017 and recorded on 
November 1, 2017 in Deed Book 7672, 
Page 301, in the Office of the Clerk of Su-
perior Court of Houston County, Georgia, 
said Security Deed having been given to 
secure a Note of even date, in the original 
principal amount of One Hundred Eighty-
Two Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Five 
and 00/100 dollars ($182,875.00) with 
interest thereon as provided therein, as last 
transferred to NewRez LLC, dba Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, recorded in Deed Book 
9655, Page 157, aforesaid records, will be 
sold at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door of 
Houston County, Georgia, or at such place 
as has or may be lawfully designated as an 
alternative location, within the legal hours of 
sale on the first Tuesday in February, 2025, 
all property described in said Security Deed 
including but not limited to the following 
described property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 84 OF THE 5TH LAND DISTRICT IN 
THE CITY OF CENTERVILLE, HOUSTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING KNOWN 
AND DESIGNATED AS LOT 28, BLOCK 
B, SECTION 1 ADDITION, PHASE 1, OLD
STONE CROSSING SUBDIVISION, 
ACCORDING TO A PLAT OF RECORD 
IN PLAT BOOK 73, PAGE 148, CLERK`S 
OFFICE, HOUSTON SUPERIOR COURT. 
SAID LOT HAS SUCH SIZE, SHAPE AND 
DIMENSIONS AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT, 
WHICH IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY 
REFERENCE THERETO.
THIS CONVEYANCE IS MADE SUBJECT 
TO A 20-FOOT BUILDING SETBACK LINE 
ALONG OLD STONE CROSSING AND 
ARBOR CREEK, 5-FOOT BUILDING SET-
BACK LINE ALONG LOT SIDE, 20-FOOT 
BUILDING SETBACK LINE ALONG LOT 
REAR, 10-FOOT BUFFER ALONG LOT 
REAR, AND 5-FOOT UTILITY EASEMENT 
ALONG LOT FRONT, ALL AS SHOWN ON 
RECORDED SUBDIVISION PLAT.
THERE ARE IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED 
ON SAID PROPERTY KNOWN AS 175 
ARBOR CREEK ACCORDING TO THE 
PRESENT SYSTEM OF NUMBERING IN 
THE CITY OF CENTERVILLE, HOUSTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA.
APN: 0C0320 102000
Said property may more commonly be 
known as 175 Arbor Crk, Warner Robins, 
GA 31093.
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, non-payment of the monthly 
installments on said loan. The debt re-
maining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend and modify all terms 
of the loan is NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, 75 Beattie Place, 
Greenville, SC 29601, 1-800-365-7107.
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representation, warranty or 
recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned. The sale will also be subject 
to the following items which may affect the 
title: a) zoning ordinances; b) matters which 
would be disclosed by an accurate survey 
or by an inspection of the property; c) any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes, including 
taxes, which constitute liens upon said 
property whether or not now due and pay-
able; d) special assessments; e) the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority; f) all 
outstanding bills for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon said property; g) all 
restrictive covenants, easements, rights-of-
way and any other matters of record superi-
or to said Security Deed. To the best of the 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, 
the owners and party in possession of the 
property are Karl E. Daniel and Veronica 
M. Daniel and or tenant(s). The sale will be 
conducted subject to 1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy code and 2) final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed.
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
as Attorney-in-Fact for
Karl E. Daniel and Veronica M. Daniel
Contact:
Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old Water Oak 
Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee, FL 32312; 
(850) 422-2520
38277 1/8-1/29

24-1929
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by 
James Crawford to Lendmark Financial 
Services, Inc. dated March 13, 2009, 
recorded in Deed Book 4885, Page 133, 
Houston County, Georgia Records, and 
as modified by that certain Loan Modifi-
cation Agreement recorded in Deed Book 
10102, Page 185, Houston County, Georgia 
Records, as last transferred to U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLE-
LY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCAF 
ACQUISITION TRUST by assignment 
recorded in Deed Book 10293,
Page 115, Houston County, Georgia Re-
cords, conveying the after-described prop-
erty to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND 
AND 0/100 DOLLARS ($44,000.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the courthouse 
door of Houston County, Georgia, or at 
such place as may be lawfully designated 
as an alternative, within the legal hours of 
sale on the first
Tuesday in February, 2025, the following 
described property:
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, failure to pay the indebtedness 
as and when due and in the manner pro-
vided in the Note and Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
Â§ 13-1-11 having been given).
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and any matters 
of record including, but not limited to, 
those superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representation, warranty or 
recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY 
BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR 
RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the property in 
accordance with OCGA Â§ 44-14-162.2.
The entity that has full authority to nego-
tiate, amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage with the debtor is:
Selene Finance, 3501 Olympus Boulevard, 
5th Floor, Suite 500, Dallas, TX 75019, 
877-768-3759.
Note, however, that such entity is not re-
quired by law to negotiate, amend or modify 
the terms of the loan.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession of 
the property is James Crawford or a tenant 
or tenants and said property is more com-

monly known as 601 Paul Street, Warner 
Robins, GA 31088. 
Should a conflict arise between the property 
address and the legal description the legal 
description will control.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY 
BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR 
RCAF ACQUISITION TRUST
as Attorney in Fact for
James Crawford
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
24-16389GA EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 198 of the Fifth Land 
District of Houston County, Georgia, being 
known and designated as Lot 1, Highland 
Hills Subdivision, as shown on plat of sur-
vey prepared by Cherokee Engineering, 
Co., recorded in Map Book 3,
Page 106 Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior 
Court. Said plat and the recorded copy 
thereof are hereby made a part of this 
description by reference thereto for all 
purposes.
The above-described property is conveyed 
subject to Restrictive Covenants appearing 
of record in Deed Book 80, Page 356, 
amended by instrument of record in Deed 
Book 84, Page 150,
Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior Court.
Property Address: 601 Paul Street, Warner 
Robins GA 31088
MR / February 4, 2025
Our file no. 24-16389GA-FT8
38231 1/8-1/29

24-1923
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by 
Andrease L Johnson, Mickey Johnson to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as grantee, as nominee for Homestar
Financial Corp., its successors and assigns 
dated August 23, 2019, recorded in Deed 
Book 8338, Page 276, Houston County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred to 
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC by as-
signment recorded in Deed Book 10019, 
Page 115, Houston County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of TWO HUNDRED 
TWENTY THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FOUR AND 0/100 DOLLARS 
($220,924.00), with interest thereon as 
set forth therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the courthouse door of Houston 
County, Georgia, or at such place as may 
be lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in February, 2025, the following 
described property:
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due be-
cause of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner provided 
in the Note and Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale,
as provided in the Security Deed and 
by law, including attorney’s fees (notice 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. Â§ 13-1-11 having 
been given).
Said property will be sold subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes (including 
taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and in-
spection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and any matters 
of record including, but not limited to, 
those superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-is” basis 
without any representation, warranty or 
recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the property in 
accordance with OCGA Â§ 44-14-162.2.
The entity that has full authority to nego-
tiate, amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage with the debtor is:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC, 8950 Cypress 
Waters Blvd, Coppell, TX 75019, (888) 
480-2432.
Note, however, that such entity is not re-
quired by law to negotiate, amend or modify 
the terms of the loan.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession of the 
property is Andrease L Johnson and Mickey 
Johnson or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known as 317 
Deven Court, Warner Robins, GA 31088. 
Should a conflict arise between the property 
address and the legal description the legal 
description will control.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the security deed.
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
as Attorney in Fact for
Andrease L Johnson, Mickey Johnson
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
1544 Old Alabama Rd
Roswell, GA 30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
23-10811GA EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 132 of the Tenth 
(10th) Land District of Houston County, 
Georgia, being known and designated as 
Lot 16, Block “H” Section No. 2 of a subdi-
vision known as The Estates at Lake Joy, 
according to a plat of survey, prepared by 
Scarborough Land Surveys, Inc., certified 
by Terry M. Scarborough, Georgia Reg-
istered Land Surveyor No. 2223, dated 
August 3, 2009, a copy of which is of record 
in Plat Book 72, Page 36, Clerk’s Office, 
Houston Superior Court. Said plat and the 
record thereof are incorporated herein by 
reference for all purposes.
This conveyance and the warranties here-
inafter contained are made subject to any 
and all restrictions, easements, covenants 
and rights-of-ways affecting said described 
property as shown on the above referenced 
plat of survey and as recorded in public 
records in addition to Restrictive Covenants 
at Deed Book 4826, Pages 1, Clerk’s Office, 
Houston Superior Court.
Said property is known as, under the 
present system of numbering for Houston 
County Georgia as 317 Deven Court, 
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
MR / February 4, 2025
Our file no. 23-10811GA-FT2
38213 1/8-1/29

25-029
STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF HOUSTON
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

By virtue of the power of sale contained 
in that certain Deed to Secure Debt from
MICHELLE JOYNER (Debtor) to TERRY 
E. TEASLEY (original Lender), dated July 
27, 2021, filed for record August 16, 2021 
and recorded in Deed 9302 Page 168-170, 
HOUSTON County, Georgia Records, said 
Deed to Secure Debt having been given 
to secure a Note dated July 27, 2021 in 
the original principal sum of thirty nine 
thousand dollars ($39,000.00), with interest 
from date at the rate stated in said Note on 
the unpaid balance until paid, there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash before the 
Courthouse door at Houston County, Geor-
gia, within the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in February 2025, the property de-
scribed on Exhibit “A” attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference. The debt 
secured by said Deed to Secure Debt has 
been and is hereby declared due because 
of, among other possible events of default, 
non-payment of the monthly installments on 
said loan. The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of this 
sale, including attorney’s fees.
Said property will be sold as the property 
of Michelle Joyner (Debtor);
Subject to the outstanding and ad valorem 
taxes and/or Assessments, if any, and 
all easements and restrictions of record, 
if any, having priority over this Deed to 
Secure Debt.
To the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession of the 
property is Michelle Joyner or tenants; and 
said property is more commonly known as 
100 Evergreen Street, Warner Robins, 
Georgia 31093
Terry E. Teasley
Attorney-in-Fact for
Michelle Joyner (Debtor)
/s/ Michelle Smith
FORECLOSURE ATTORNEY
B. Michelle Smith, Esq.
Michelle Smith
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 8633
Warner Robins, GA 31095
(478) 953-3661
Exhibit A
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 201 of the Fifth 
Land District of Houston County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as Lot 78, 
Oak Acres Annex Subdivision, according 
to a plat of survey of record in Plat Book 
2, Page 341, Clerk’s Office, Houston Su-
perior Court. Said plat and the recorded 
copy thereof are incorporated herein by 
reference for all purposes.
Property is known as: 100 Evergreen 
Street, Warner Robins, Georgia 31093
Map/Parcel Number: 0W023-G-005-000
38565 1/15-2/5

24-1921
STATE OF GEORGIA

COUNTY OF HOUSTON
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Pursuant to the power of sale contained in 
the Security Deed executed by JENNIFER
LYNN SPIRES to MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, 
INC., AS GRANTEE, AS NOMINEE FOR 
ATLANTIC BAY MORTGAGE GROUP, LLC 
in the original
principal amount of $125,000.00 dated 
June 12, 2019, and recorded in Deed Book 
8216, Page 306-323, Houston County 
records, said Security Deed being last 
transferred to ATLANTIC BAY
MORTGAGE GROUP, LLC in Deed Book 
10160, Page 220, Houston County records, 
the undersigned will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, or at such 
other place as lawfully designated, within 
the legal hours of sale, on February 04, 
2025, the property in said Security Deed 
and described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 140 OF THE FIFTH LAND DISTRICT, 
HOUSTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING 
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS THE 
NORTHERN 1/2 OF LOT 5, EDGEWOOD 
ESTATES SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING 
TO A PLAT OF SURVEY OF RECORD IN 
PLAT BOOK 9, PAGE 192, CLERK’S OF-
FICE, HOUSTON SUPERIOR COURT, TO-
GETHER WITH THE NORTHERNMOST 
28.74 FEET OF TRACT “C”, ACCORDING 
TO A PLAT OF
SURVEY OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 9, 
PAGE 119, SAID CLERK’S OFFICE. SAID
PLATS AND THE RECORDED COPIES 
THEREOF ARE INCORPORATED BY 
REFERENCE FOR ALL PURPOSES.
SUBJECT TO ALL EASEMENTS, ORDI-
NANCES, COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, 
RESTRICTIONS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
OF RECORD, IF ANY.
Said property being known as: 208 WELL-
STON DR, WARNER ROBINS, GA 31088
To the best of the undersigned’s knowl-
edge, the party or parties in possession 
of said property is/are JENNIFER LYNN 
SPIRES or tenant(s).
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
and payable because of, among other 
possible events of default, failure to pay 
the indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed. The debt 
remaining in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of sale, including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
Said property will be sold subject to the 
following: (1) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not yet due and payable); (2) the 
right of redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property; and (4) any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
Said sale will be conducted subject to the 
following: (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Security Deed.
The name, address, and telephone number 
of the individual or entity who has full au-
thority to negotiate, amend, and modify all 
terms of the mortgage is as follows:
LoanCare, LLC
4425 PONCE DE LEON BLVD., MS5-251
CORAL GABLES, FL 33146
1-800-274-6600
Note that pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-
162.2, the above individual or entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend, or 
modify the terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
ATLANTIC BAY MORTGAGE GROUP, 
LLC,
as Attorney-in-Fact for
JENNIFER LYNN SPIRES
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & 
Partners, PLLC
13010 Morris Rd., Suite 450
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Phone: 470-321-7112
Firm File No. 24-260171 - KaK
38208 1/8-1/29

Miscellaneous

24-1898
IN THE STATE COURT OF HOUSTON 

COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA  
LAWANDA MONTAGUE, 
Plaintiff; 
V. 
LUCKENSON AUGUSTIN AND JOHN 
DOE, 
Defendant. 
Civil Action File No.: 2023CV0055721 
Demand for Jury Trial 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
TO: Luckenson Augustin 
817 Himmarshee Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 (Last known 
address) 
By order of the Court for service by publi-
cation dated November 12th, 2024 you are 
hereby  notified that on September 22nd, 
2023, Lawanda Montague, (Plaintiff), filed 
suit against you for negligence relating to 
an automobile accident. 
You are required to file an answer in writing 
within sixty (60) days of the date of the order 
for publication with the clerk of the State 
Court of Houston County and to serve a 
copy of the answer upon the Plaintiff (if 
pro se) or upon the Plaintiffs’ attorney (if 
represented). 
Witness, the Honorable Judge of the State 
Court of Houston County. 
This 14 day of November 2024. 
Honorable Judge 
State Court of Houston County
38061 1/1/25-1/22/25 

25-037 
IN THE STATE COURT 

OF HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Renee Travis,
Plaintiff,
v. 
Abram Parham, 
Defendant
Civil Action No. 2024CV57216

NOTICE OF SUMMONS-SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION

TO: Abram Parham, Defendant Named 
Above:
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking $15,500.00 was 
filed against you in said court on 2024, 
and that by reason of an order for service 
of summons by publication entered by the 
court on Dec 12th, 2024, you are hereby 
commanded and required to file with the 
clerk of said court and serve upon Renee 
Travis plaintiff, whose address is 7334A 
Grover Dr., Macon GA 31216 an answer to 
the complaint within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for service by publication. 
If you fail to do so, judgment by default will 
be taken against you for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint. 
Witness the Honorable Jason E Ashford, 
Judge of said Court. 
This the 20 day of December, 2024. 
Teresa Hathaway
Clerk of State Court
Houston County
38659 1/15-2/5

24-1900
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

REBECCA J. HAMILTON, 
Petitioner 
VS. 
3 Port Investments, LLC, the Estate and 
all known and unknown heirs of  Charles 
L. Osbourne, Wilbur Osbourne, as an heir 
of Charles Osbourne, Donald R. Osbourne, 
as an heir of Charles  Osbourne and all 
persons unknown who claim or might 
claim an interest to Petitioner’s title in Lot 
31, Macon S/D, 3091 Mason Drive, W.R., 
Houston County, Georgia 
Respondents 
Civil Action No. 2024V130707A

SUMMONS
TO: 3 Port Investments, LLC, the estate and 
all known and unknown heirs of Charles L. 
Osbourne, deceased, the estate and all 
known and unknown heirs of Donald R. Os-
bourne, deceased, Wilbur Osbourne, and 
any and all persons unknown who claim 
or might claim an interest in Lot 31, Mason 
Subdivision, known as 3091 Mason Drive, 
Warner Robins, Houston County, Georgia
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action seeking to establish title to 
the above-described property against all 
the world was filed by Rebecca J. Ham-
ilton on the 16th day of August, 2024, in 
the Superior Court of Houston County, 
Georgia, and by reason of Order for Ser-
vice by Publication entered by said Court 
on the 19th day of December, 2024, you 
are hereby commanded to be and appear 
at said Court within thirty (30) days of the 
date of this Order for Service by Publication 
to answer said Petition and file pleadings 
before this Court.
The real property which is the subject of this 
civil action is more particularly described 
as follows:
All that tract or parcel of land situate, lying 
and being in Land Lot 138 of the 5th
Land District, Houston County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as Lot 31, 
Mason Subdivision, as shown on a plat of 
survey prepared by R. E. Smith, Registered 
Surveyor No. 262, dated June 1, 1956, 
recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 116, Clerk’s 
Office, Houston Superior Court. 
Said Plat and the recorded copy thereof 
are incorporated herein by reference for 
all purposes.
Said Property also known as Map and 
Parcel No. 73-A-16 in the Houston County 
Tax Assessor’s Office.
Said property was purchased at a Tax Sale 
by Rebecca J. Hamilton evidenced by
Tax Sale Deed, dated September 3, 2021, 
recorded in Deed Book 9346, Page 308, 
Houston County, Georgia Deed Records.
Witness, the Honorable Judge of said 
Court, this 19th day of December, 2024. 
38063 1/1-1/22

25-039 
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY, GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
B.G.F. a/k/a S.F., SEX F , AGE <1 , DOB 
12/2024 , CASE #2401995
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, MISTY 
FINCHER (mother); ANY UNKNOWN 
PUTATIVE FATHER, AND ANYONE ELSE 
CLAIMING A PARENTAL INTEREST IN 
THE ABOVE CHILD
You are notified that a Dependency Peti-
tion was filed against you in said court on 
01/02/25, an Order for Service by Publica-
tion was entered on 01/03/25
YOU ARE COMMANDED AND REQUIRED 
TO BE AND APPEAR before Houston 
County Juvenile Court, held at Houston 
County Juvenile Court, Warner Robins, 
Georgia on 03/26/25 at 8:30 o’clock 
a.m., for a hearing following service by 
publication. 
Serve an answer on Petitioner’s Attorney, 
James E. Patterson, P. O. Box 1006, For-
syth, Georgia 31029.
You may obtain a copy of the petition 
by contacting Houston County Juvenile 
Court Clerk.
WITNESS the Honorable Judges of this 
court, this 7 th day of January, 2025.
CHRISTINA HARPER, DEPUTY
CLERK, HOUSTON CO. JUVENILE 
COURT
38665 1/15-2/5

25-019
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

The undersigned, wishing to avail them-
selves of the provisions under the Georgia 
Self-service Storage Facility Act of 2013, 
hereby gives notice of the sale under said 
act to wit; Monday the 13th  day of Jan-
uary, 2025 at 10:00 AM, on that day will 
conduct a public sale to the highest bidder, 
with bidding to take place on lockerfox.
com, FOR CASH ONLY, the contents of 
spaces at Storage Sense - Perry, 1820 
Houston Lake Rd. Perry Georgia 31069, 
THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND AT 
LOCKERFOX.COM, SALE IS SUBJECT 
TO ADJOURNMENT. Published on lock-
erfox.com 1/13/2025 through 1/23/2025 for

Brianna Kendrick- B032

Robert Oglesby- D002

Dwan D Loving- B038

Trivino Code- B030

JaLynn Williams- A026
38457 1/15-1/22

25-020
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)

You are hereby notified, in accordance with 
OCGA 40-11-19 (a) (2), that each of the 
below-referenced vehicles are subject to 
a lien and a petition may be filed in court 
to foreclose a lien for all amounts owed. If 
the lien is foreclosed, a court shall order 
the sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicles are currently located at 1233 
Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093.
The vehicles subject to liens as stated 
above are identified as:

Vehicle Make: Honda 
Year: 2015 
Model: Civic
Vehicle ID #: 19XFB2F54FE108477 Vehicle 
License #: CUQ1861 
State: GA

Vehicle Make: Acura 
Year: 2013 
Model: TL
Vehicle ID #: 19UUA8F39DA018545 Vehi-
cle License #: SCP9270 
State: GA

Vehicle Make: Chrysler 
Year: 2016 
Model: 200
Vehicle ID #: 1C3CCCFB6GN194470 
Vehicle License #: NO TAG 
State:

Vehicle Make: Honda 
Year: 2002 
Model: Accord
Vehicle ID #: 1HGCG22522A005115 Vehi-
cle License #: CZF1507 
State: GA

List additional vehicles as necessary.

Anyone with an ownership interest in any of 
these vehicles should contact the following 
business immediately:
Business Name: Kitchens Towing
Address: 1233 Watson Blvd.
Warner Robins, GA 31093
Telephone #: 478-923-5483\
38459 1/15-1/22

25-028
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISSOLVE A 

CORPORATION
Notice is given that a notice of intent to 
dissolve, B B GO GROUP, INC., a Georgia 
corporation with its registered office at 705 
Big Tree Court, PERRY, GA 31069 has 
been delivered to the Secretary of State 
for filing in accordance with the Georgia 
Business Corporation Code. 
38560 1/15-1/22
25-032

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)
Vehicle Make: BMW
Year: 2022
Model: 330I
Vehicle ID #: 3MW5R1J08N8C29861
You are hereby notified, in accordance with 
OCGA 40-11-19 (a) (2), that the above-ref-
erenced vehicle is subject to a lien and a 
petition may be filed in court to foreclose 
a lien for all amounts owed. If the lien is 
foreclosed, a court shall order the sale of 
the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicle is currently located at 10116 
Hawkinsville Rd. Warner Robins, GA 
31093.
Anyone with an ownership interest in this 
vehicle should contact the following busi-
ness immediately:
Business Name: Bowtie Towing
Address: 10116 Hawkinsville Rd.
Warner Robins, GA 31093
Telephone #: 478-256-8117
38654 1/15-1/22

25-085
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)

You are hereby notified, in accordance with 
OCGA 40-11-19 (a) (2), that each of the 
below-referenced vehicles are subject to 
a lien and a petition may be filed in court 
to foreclose a lien for all amounts owed. If 
the lien is foreclosed, a court shall order 
the sale of the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicles are currently located at 1233 
Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093.
The vehicles subject to liens as stated 
above are identified as:

Vehicle Make: Chevrolet 
Year: 2014 
Model: Malibu
Vehicle ID #: 1G11B5SL9EF229681 Vehi-
cle License #: TDT3098 
State: GA

Vehicle Make: Mercedes Benz 
Year: 2006 
Model: CLK 350
Vehicle ID #: WDBTK56J36F179076 Vehi-
cle License #: YMU877 
State: GA

List additional vehicles as necessary.

Anyone with an ownership interest in any of 
these vehicles should contact the following 
business immediately:
Business Name: Kitchens Towing
Address: 1233 Watson Blvd.
Warner Robins, GA 31093
Telephone #: 478-923-5483
39037 1/22-1/29

25-003
NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Storage Center of 
Bonaire located 187 Hwy 96, Bonaire, GA 
31005 intends to hold a public sale to sell 
the property stored in the following unit 
stored at the Facility. The public sale to 
the highest bidder will occur as an Online 
Auction via

www.storagetreasures.com 

on 1/30/2025 at 12:00PM. 
Unless stated otherwise the description of 
the contents are household goods, furnish-
ings and garage essentials. 

Leroyal Edmondson unit #226. 

This sale may be withdrawn at any time 
without notice. Certain terms and condi-
tions apply.
38395 1/15-1/22
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25-033
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)

Vehicle Make: Mercury
Year: 2010
Model: Marquise
Vehicle ID #: 2MEBM7FV8AX612358
You are hereby notified, in accordance with 
OCGA 40-11-19 (a) (2), that the above-ref-
erenced vehicle is subject to a lien and a 
petition may be filed in court to foreclose 
a lien for all amounts owed. If the lien is 
foreclosed, a court shall order the sale of 
the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicle is currently located at 10116 
Hawkinsville Rd. Warner Robins, GA 
31093.
Anyone with an ownership interest in this 
vehicle should contact the following busi-
ness immediately:
Business Name: Bowtie Towing
Address: 10116 Hawkinsville Rd.
Warner Robins, GA 31093
Telephone #: 478-256-8117
38655 1/15-1/22

25-079
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GEORGIA LAW 
40-11-2: 
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED VEHI-
CLES HAVE BEEN ABANDONED AT: 
ROAD RUNNER TOWING OF PERRY, 300 
HAMPTON CT, PERRY, GA 31069 
AND ARE PRESENTLY STORED AT SAID 
LOCATION. 
IF NOT CLAIMED, THE VEHICLES WILL 
BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO 
THE HIGHEST BIDDER ON 02/05/2025 
10:00 AM 
2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 1N4AL3AP-
6DC250166 
2000 CHEVROLET TAHOE 1GNEC-
13T3YJ154840 
39005 1/22-1/29

25-027
NOTICE OF INTENT TO VOLUNTARILY 

DISSOLVE A CORPORATION
Notice is given that a notice of intent to 
dissolve Connections On The Parkway, Inc, 
a Georgia Corporation with its registered 
office at 957 Carl Vinson Parkway, Center-
ville, GA 31028, has been delivered to the 
Secretary of State for filing in accordance 
with the Georgia Business
Corporation Code.
Paulette Lemons
CEO/Executive Director (Officer)
38557 1/15-1/22

25-031 
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(TOWING OR STORAGE COMPANY)

Vehicle Make: Dodge
Year: 2021
Model: Charger
Vehicle ID #: 2C3CDXGJ4MH658385
You are hereby notified, in accordance with 
OCGA 40-11-19 (a) (2), that the above-ref-
erenced vehicle is subject to a lien and a 
petition may be filed in court to foreclose 
a lien for all amounts owed. If the lien is 
foreclosed, a court shall order the sale of 
the vehicle to satisfy the debt.
The vehicle is currently located at 10116 
Hawkinsville Rd. Warner Robins, GA 
31093.
Anyone with an ownership interest in this 
vehicle should contact the following busi-
ness immediately:
Business Name: Bowtie Towing
Address: 10116 Hawkinsville Rd.
Warner Robins, GA 31093
Telephone #: 478-256-8117
38647 1/15-1/22
25-074

AUCTION
Extra Space Storage, on behalf of itself 
or its affiliates, Life Storage or Storage 
Express, will hold a public auction to sell 
personal property described below belong-
ing to those individuals listed below at the 
location indicated:

827 N Houston Rd. Warner Robins, GA 
31093, February 6th, 2025, 12 pm
 
Charkevion Lucas  
122
Household Items 

Nicholas Roberts 
205
Household Items

Deirdre Wilson
213
Household Items 

Angela McDowell 
59
Household Items

Stephanie Stephens  
97
Household Items

The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and paid at 
the above referenced facility in order to 
complete the transaction.  Extra Space 
Storage may refuse any bid and may 
rescind any purchase up until the winning 
bidder takes possession of the personal 
property.
38853 1/22-1/29

Name Changes

25-068
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Emily Nicole Peterson
Civil Action File No. 2024V131420S

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Emily Nicole 
Peterson, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Houston County, 
Georgia, on the 31st day of December, 
2024, praying for a change in the name 
of petitioner from Emily Nicole Peterson 
to Emily Nicole Hanks. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition. 
This 31st day of December, 2024.
Emily Peterson
Petitioner
38764 1/22-2/12

24-1940
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Johnnie Lee Stuffle
Civil Action File No. 2024V131363S

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Johnnie Lee 
Stuffle, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Houston County, 
Georgia on the 16th day of December, 
2024, praying for a change in the name of 
petitioner from John Lee Stuffle to Johnnie 
Lee Stubbs. Notice is hereby given pursu-
ant to law to any interested or affected party 
to appear in said Court and to file objections 
to such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within 30 days of 
the filing of said petition. This 16th day of 
December, 2024. 
Johnnie Stuffle
Petitioner. 
38326 1/8-1/29

25-069 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Devaughn Ashlee Spence
Civil Action File No. 2024V0131393

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Devaughn 
Ashlee Spence, the undersigned, filed his 
petition to the Superior Court of Houston 
County, Georgia on the 18th day of De-
cember, 2024, praying for a change in the 
name of petitioner from Devaughn Ashlee 
Spence to Devaughn Ashlee Hudson. 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to law to 
any interested or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be filed with 
said Court within 30 days of the filing of said 
petition. This 20th day of December, 2024.
Devaughn Ashlee Spence
Petitioner, Pro se
313 South Charity Lane
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088
(478) 396-1607
38770 1/22-2/12

24-1911
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

In re the name change of: Brenton Hodson, 
Petitioner
Civil Action Case Number 2024V131305L

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME OF ADULT

Brenton Douglas Hodson filed a petition 
in the Houston County Superior Court on 
December 11, 2024, to change the name 
from: Brenton Douglas Hodson to Brenton 
Douglas Barker. Any interested party has 
the right to appear in this case and file 
objections within 30 days after the Petition 
was filed. 
Dated: December 11 2024
Name: Brenton Hodson
Petitioner, Pro se 
Address: 111 Hampton Pointe
Warner Robins, GA 31088
38141 1/1-1/29

24-1939
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Malik Bryant
Civil Action File No. 2024V131362L

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Malik Isaiah Bry-
ant, the undersigned, filed his petition to the 
Superior Court of Houston County, Georgia 
on the 16 day of December, 2024, praying 
for a change in the name of petitioner from 
Malik Isaiah Bryant to Malik Isaiah Whitest. 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to law to 
any interested or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be filed with 
said Court within 30 days of the filing of said 
petition. This 16 day of December, 2024.
Malik Bryant
Petitioner
38322 1/8-1/29

25-070
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: Sonovia Reygina Ling 
Civil Action File No. 2024V0131407

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that Sonovia Reygi-
na Ling, the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Houston County, 
Georgia on the 26 day of December, 
2024, praying for a change in the name 
of petitioner from Sonivas Ann Gavin to 
Sonovia Reygina Ling. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court and 
to file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said Court 
within 30 days of the filing of said petition. 
This 26th day of December, 2024 
Sonovia Ling
Petitioner
38776 1/22-2/12

Public Hearings

25-077
OFFICIAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Planning 
and Zoning Commission of the City of 
Warner Robins, Georgia, will hold a public 
meeting on Tuesday, February 11, 2025, 
at the hour of 5:30 P.M., at Warner Robins’ 
City Hall for the purpose of hearing objec-
tions, if any, to a petition for the rezoning of 
property, including all right-of-ways, totaling 
18.09 acres, located at the south east 
corner of the intersection of Houston Lake 
Road and Corder Road, also known as 
tax parcel [0W0940 61B000]. The current 
zoning of the property is R-1 [Single Fam-
ily Residential District], and the proposed 
zoning is PDR [Planned Development 
Residential]. Said properties being more 
accurately described as follows:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and 
being in Land Lot 118 of the 5th Land 
District of Houston County, Georgia, ac-
cording to a plat of survey titled “Westbury 
Properties INC.”, totaling 18.09 acres, 
drawn 05/10/2003 by Scarborough Land 
Surveys, INC. Said Plat is hereby made a 
part of this description by reference thereto 
for all purposes.
After the public hearing, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s recommendation will 
be provided to and heard by the Mayor and 
Council Members for a final decision. All 
parties at interest and citizens shall have 
the opportunity to be heard at the public 
hearing’s said time and place relative to 
petition filed by Sujano, LLC. If you require 
assistance relating to handicapped accessi-
bility or foreign language in order to partic-
ipate at the Public Hearing, please contact 
Michael Moriarty, with the Department 
of Building and Transportation by calling 
(478)302-5517 or by emailing planningand-
zoning@wrga.gov as far in advance of the 
meetings as possible. Persons with hearing 
disabilities can contact the City through the 
Georgia Relay Service, at (TDD) 1-800-
255-0056 or (Voice) 1-800-255-0135.
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
DARIN CURTIS   
PLANNING AND ZONING MANAGER        
MICHAEL MORIARTY
PLANNING AND ZONING ASSTIANT
38985 1/22

Probate Notices

25-055
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO:  whom it may concern:
Ian Richard Fenton. has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the estate of 
John Hartley Fenton. deceased, of said 
County.  (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261.)  All 
interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be filed with the court on or before February 
10, 2025.  BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
pleadings/objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
objections. All objections should be sworn 
to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings/objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kristen W. Harris                                         
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Brittany K. Eaton, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801 
Perry, GA 31069                                          
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710
38705 1/15-2/5                                                                                        

25-092
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF Bryson Lee Goodwin, 
MINOR
ESTATE NO. 2022-GM-21
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY LETTERS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR
MAKAYLA HOOPER, TEMPORARY 
GUARDIAN(S)
DATE OF SECOND PUBLICATION: JAN-
UARY 29TH, 2025
TO: Luke Thrift
You are hereby notified that a petition for 
the appointment of a temporary guardian 
has been filed regarding the above-named 
minor.  All objections to the Petition de-
scribed above either to the appointment of 
a temporary guardian or the appointment of 
the petitioner(s) as temporary guardian(s), 
must be in writing, setting forth  the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with this Court no later than 14 days after 
this notice is mailed, or 10 days after this 
notice is personally served upon you, or 
ten days after the second publication of 
this notice if you are served by publica-
tion.  All pleadings must be signed before 
a notary public or Georgia probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files an ob-
jection to the creation of the temporary 
guardianship, the Petition will be dismissed.  
If a natural guardian files an objection to the 
appointment of the petitioner(s) as guard-
ian(s), or if a parent who is not a natural 
guardian files an objection to the petition, 
a hearing on the matter  shall be scheduled 
at a later date. 
KRISTEN W. HARRIS 
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Shannon Lewis,  CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. BOX 1801, 
PERRY, GA 31069
TELEPHONE 478-218-4710
39049 1/22-1/29

25-087
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF KAVIAN TA’SHAWN 
DAVIS, MINOR      
ESTATE NO. 2024-GM-88
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY LETTERS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR TAKENYA 
WALKER, TEMPORARY GUARDIAN(S)           
DATE OF SECOND PUBLICATION: JAN-
UARY 29, 2025                                     
TO: KEIRIA DEESHONE SCOTT & IVAN 
DEVINE DAVIS & TO WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN
You are hereby notified that a petition for 
the appointment of a temporary guardian 
has been filed regarding the above-named 
minor.  All objections to the Petition de-
scribed above either to the appointment of 
a temporary guardian or the appointment of 
the petitioner(s) as temporary guardian(s), 
must be in writing, setting forth  the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with this Court no later than 14 days after 
this notice is mailed, or 10 days after this 
notice is personally served upon you, or 
ten days after the second publication of 
this notice if you are served by publica-
tion.  All pleadings must be signed before 
a notary public or Georgia probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files an ob-
jection to the creation of the temporary 
guardianship, the Petition will be dismissed.  
If a natural guardian files an objection to the 
appointment of the petitioner(s) as guard-
ian(s), or if a parent who is not a natural 
guardian files an objection to the petition, 
a hearing on the matter  shall be scheduled 
at a later date.  
KRISTEN W. HARRIS                        
PROBATE JUDGE
By: BRITTANY EATON,  CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. BOX 1801, 
PERRY, GA 31069
TELEPHONE 478-218-4710
39040 1/22-1/29

25-054
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO:  whom it may concern:
Karen Nelson Warner. has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the estate of 
Joyce Cleghorn Nelson. deceased, of said 
County.  (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261.)  All 
interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be filed with the court on or before February 
10, 2025.  BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
pleadings/objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
objections. All objections should be sworn 
to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings/objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kristen W. Harris                                         
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Brittany K. Eaton, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801                            
Perry, GA 31069                                          
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710       
38704 1/15-2/5                                            

25-034
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OFJa’Royal Eli Jackson, 
MINOR         ESTATE NO. 2024-GM-79
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY LETTERS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR
Brittany Roquemore, TEMPORARY 
GUARDIAN(S)           
DATE OF SECOND PUBLICATION: Jan-
uary 22nd, 2025                                     
TO: Eddie Jackson
You are hereby notified that a petition for 
the appointment of a temporary guardian 
has been filed regarding the above-named 
minor.  All objections to the Petition de-
scribed above either to the appointment of 
a temporary guardian or the appointment of 
the petitioner(s) as temporary guardian(s), 
must be in writing, setting forth  the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with this Court no later than 14 days after 
this notice is mailed, or 10 days after this 
notice is personally served upon you, or 
ten days after the second publication of 
this notice if you are served by publica-
tion.  All pleadings must be signed before 
a notary public or Georgia probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files an ob-
jection to the creation of the temporary 
guardianship, the Petition will be dismissed.  
If a natural guardian files an objection to the 
appointment of the petitioner(s) as guard-
ian(s), or if a parent who is not a natural 
guardian files an objection to the petition, 
a hearing on the matter  shall be scheduled 
at a later date. 
KRISTEN W. HARRIS                         
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Shannon Lewis  CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. BOX 1801, 
PERRY, GA 31069
TELEPHONE 478-218-4710
38656 1/15-1/22

25-091
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO: whom it may concern: 
Elizabeth B. Bracewell has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the estate 
of George Houston Brady, Jr.. deceased, 
of said County.  (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant of 
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-
12-261.)  All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be filed with the court on or 
before February 17, 2025.  BE NOTIFIED 
FURTHER: All pleadings/objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  If no 
objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Kristen W. Harris
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Brittany K. Eaton, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801 
Perry, GA 31069
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710
39043 1/22-2/12

25-086 
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF TAHSIN CHOZEN 
JAMAR JOHNSON, MINOR      
ESTATE NO. 2024-GM-81
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY LETTERS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR
TONYA K. JOHNSON & DEMARCUS M. 
JOHNSON, TEMPORARY GUARDIAN(S)           
DATE OF SECOND PUBLICATION: JAN-
UARY 29, 2025                                     
TO: DESHAWN MOSBLEY & TO WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN
You are hereby notified that a petition for 
the appointment of a temporary guardian 
has been filed regarding the above-named 
minor.  All objections to the Petition de-
scribed above either to the appointment of 
a temporary guardian or the appointment of 
the petitioner(s) as temporary guardian(s), 
must be in writing, setting forth  the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with this Court no later than 14 days after 
this notice is mailed, or 10 days after this 
notice is personally served upon you, or 
ten days after the second publication of 
this notice if you are served by publica-
tion.  All pleadings must be signed before 
a notary public or Georgia probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files an ob-
jection to the creation of the temporary 
guardianship, the Petition will be dismissed.  
If a natural guardian files an objection to the 
appointment of the petitioner(s) as guard-
ian(s), or if a parent who is not a natural 
guardian files an objection to the petition, 
a hearing on the matter  shall be scheduled 
at a later date.  
KRISTEN W. HARRIS                      
PROBATE JUDGE
By: BRITTANY EATON,  CLERK
ADDRESS
P.O. BOX 1801, PERRY, GA 31069
TELEPHONE  478-218-4710
39039 1/22-1/29

25-093
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO: whom it may concern:
Andrew Lowery has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator(s) of the estate 
of   Lorraine Galpin Mygrant  , deceased, 
of said County.  (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of re-
ports, waiver of statements, and/or grant of 
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. §53-
12-261.)  All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the 
petition must be filed with the court on or 
before February 18,  2025.  BE NOTIFIED 
FURTHER: All pleadings/objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date.  If no 
objections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
KRISTEN W. HARRIS 
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Judith W. Borum, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801                            
Perry, GA 31069 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710
39052 1/22-2/12

25-056
NOTICE

PROBATE COURT OF HOUSTON 
COUNTY

Re: PETITION OF Davina Knight Petty-
john TO PROBATE IN SOLEMN FORM 
THE WILL OF Randall Hill Pettyjohn, 
DECEASED, UPON WHICH AN ORDER 
FOR SERVICE WAS GRANTED BY THIS 
COURT ON January 9, 2025
TO: Kalena Powell a/k/a Kalena Pettyjohn 
and to whom it may concern:
This is to notify you to file objection, if there 
is any, to the above referenced petition, in 
this Court on or before February 10, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections.   
If any objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no objections 
are filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing. 
WITNESS, the Honorable Kristen W. 
Harris, Judge 
By: Judith W. Borum, CLERK
38706 1/15-2/5

25-053
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO:  whom it may concern:
Jerome Broadwater has petitioned to be ap-
pointed Administrator of the estate of Bar-
bara Jean Broadwater. deceased, of said 
County.  (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261.)  All 
interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be filed with the court on or before February 
10, 2025.  BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
pleadings/objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
objections. All objections should be sworn 
to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings/objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing. 
Kristen W. Harris                                         
PROBATE JUDGE
By: Brittany K. Eaton, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801                            
Perry, GA 31069                                          
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710 
38703 1/15-2/5

25-088
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

HOUSTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF CHRISTIAN ANTONIO 
GROOMS, MINOR      
ESTATE NO. 2024-GM-89
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY LETTERS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR
CALLIE JONES-NELSON, TEMPORARY 
GUARDIAN(S)                      
DATE OF SECOND PUBLICATION: JAN-
UARY 29, 2025                                     
TO: JORDAN REESE & TO WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN
You are hereby notified that a petition for 
the appointment of a temporary guardian 
has been filed regarding the above-named 
minor.  All objections to the Petition de-
scribed above either to the appointment of 
a temporary guardian or the appointment of 
the petitioner(s) as temporary guardian(s), 
must be in writing, setting forth  the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed 
with this Court no later than 14 days after 
this notice is mailed, or 10 days after this 
notice is personally served upon you, or 
ten days after the second publication of 
this notice if you are served by publica-
tion.  All pleadings must be signed before 
a notary public or Georgia probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel at the below address/
telephone number for the required amount 
of filing fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files an ob-
jection to the creation of the temporary 
guardianship, the Petition will be dismissed.  
If a natural guardian files an objection to the 
appointment of the petitioner(s) as guard-
ian(s), or if a parent who is not a natural 
guardian files an objection to the petition, 
a hearing on the matter  shall be scheduled 
at a later date.  
KRISTEN W. HARRIS                      
PROBATE JUDGE
By: BRITTANY EATON,  CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. BOX 1801, 
PERRY, GA 31069
TELEPHONE 478-218-4710
39041 1/22-1/29

25-089
NOTICE

GEORGIA, HOUSTON COUNTY  
PROBATE  COURT

TO:  whom it may concern:
Julie Diedrich. has petitioned to be appoint-
ed Administrator of the estate of Paul B. 
Diedrich. deceased, of said County.  (The 
petitioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of state-
ments, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261.)  All 
interested parties are hereby notified to 
show cause why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections to the petition must 
be filed with the court on or before February 
17, 2025.  BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
pleadings/objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
objections. All objections should be sworn 
to before a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your pleadings/objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kristen W. Harris                                         
PROBATE JUDGE
By:  Brittany K. Eaton, CLERK
ADDRESS P.O. Box 1801                            
Perry, GA 31069                                          
TELEPHONE NUMBER 478-218-4710  
39042 1/22-2/12                                        

25-072
CITATION

PROBATE COURT OF 
HOUSTON COUNTY

RE:  ESTATE OF ROBERT DEAN ENCK-
LER, (FORMER) MINOR/WARD
Date of Publication, if any:  JANUARY 
22, 2025     
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
The conservator(s) of the above estate, 
has/have applied for Discharge from said 
trust.  This is to notify the above interested 
party(ies) to show cause, if any they can, 
why said conservator(s) should not be 
discharged from office and liability.  All ob-
jections must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and filed 
with the above Probate Court, (address) 
201 North Perry Parkway Perry, GA 31069 
on or before FEBRUARY 24, 2025, said 
date being more than 30 days from the date 
of publication, or if personally served, then 
10 days from the date of such service.  All 
pleadings must be signed before a notary 
public or probate court clerk, and filing fees 
must be tendered with your pleadings, 
unless you qualify to file as an indigent 
party. Contact probate court personnel at 
the below address/telephone number for 
the required amount of filing fees.
 If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled for a later date.  If no objec-
tions are filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kristen W. Harris                                          
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Judith W. Borum                                     
Clerk of the Probate Court
Houston County Probate Court
201 North Perry Parkway
Perry, GA 31069
1-478-218-4710
38792 1/22

25-081
NOTICE

PROBATE COURT OF HOUSTON 
COUNTY

Re: PETITION OF WILLIAM THOMAS 
ETHERIDGE, SR.  TO PROBATE IN 
SOLEMN FORM THE WILL OF DORA 
M. ETHERIDGE, DECEASED, UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE WAS 
GRANTED BY THIS COURT ON JANU-
ARY 15th, 2025
TO: Reese Etheridge and to whom it may 
concern:
This is to notify you to file objection, if there 
is any, to the above referenced petition, in 
this Court on or before February 17th, 2025
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections.   If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted without a 
hearing.                                         WITNESS, 
the Honorable Kristen W. Harris, Judge                                                
By: Shannon Lewis, CLERK
39012 1/22-2/12

Sex Offenders

25-094

(PHOTO)

KEGLER, BRYAN ANTWAN
1000 CHATTAHOOCHIE DR

BONAIRE, GA. 31005
ARREST DATE/CONVICTION DATE: 

05.08.2021
PLACE OF ARREST: LIBERTY COUNTY 

GA
CHARGE:  CHILD MOLESTATION 2 CTS
DISPOSITION: 10 YEARS PRISON, 10 

YEARS PROBATION
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT 

THE GBI WEBSITE
HTTP;////gbi.georgia.gov/Georgia – sex 

offender registry
39054 1/22 

Trade Name

25-078
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
The undersigned does hereby certify that 
Brandon Gibby in the city of Bonaire, county 
of Houston in the state of Georgia, doing 
business in the following trade name, to-wit: 
Southern Grind Fab and Woodworks and 
located at 365 Old Perry Rd. The nature 
of the business is Fabrication. The names 
and addresses of the persons, firms, or 
partnerships owning and carrying on said 
trade or business are:
Jessica Gibby
Brandon Gibby
365 Old Perry Rd. 
Bonaire, GA 31005
38988 1/22-1/29

25-023
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
The undersigned does hereby certify that 
Parsley Pro Shop in the city of Warner 
Robins, county of Houston in the state of 
Georgia, under the name of Parsley Golf 
and located at 110 Legacy Ct, Warner Rob-
ins, GA 31088. The nature of the business 
is online retail store & hosting golf clinics 
(offsite). The names and addresses of the 
persons, firms, or partnerships owning and 
carrying on said trade or business are: 
Jamika Woodburn
110 Legacy Ct 
Warner Robins, GA 31088
38469 1/15-1/22

25-064
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
The undersigned does hereby certify that 
Melanie Drake in the city of Warner Robins, 
county of Houston in the state of Georgia, 
doing business in the following trade name, 
to-wit: Msz. VIP Unfiltered and located at 
106 Vickie Drive, Warner Robins 31093. 
The nature of the business is podcast and 
merchandise. The names and addresses of 
the persons, firms, or partnerships owning 
and carrying on said trade or business are:
Melanie Drake
106 Vickie Drive
Warner Robins 31093
38725 1/22-1/29

25-063
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON
The undersigned does hereby certify that 
Melanie Drake in the city of Warner Robins, 
county of Houston in the state of Georgia, 
doing business in the following trade name, 
to-wit: Msz. VIP and located at 106 Vickie 
Drive, Warner Robins 31093. The nature of 
the business is podcast and merchandise. 
The names and addresses of the persons, 
firms, or partnerships owning and carrying 
on said trade or business are:
Melanie Drake
106 Vickie Drive
Warner Robins 31093
38724 1/22-1/29

25-050
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that the business 
operated at 112 Hampton Court, Perry, 
Georgia 31069 in the trade name of HIL-
TON GARDEN INN PERRY is owned and 
carried on by BRAN HOSPITALITY PERRY 
II, LLC, whose address is 732 Main Street, 
Perry, Georgia 31069, and the statement 
relating thereto required by Official Code 
of Georgia Annotated § 10-1-490 has been 
filed with the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Houston County, Georgia. 
Bran Hospitality Perry II, LLC 
By: Ambryo, LLLP, Managing Member 
By: Shrad K. Amrit, its General Partner 
Michael G. Gray 
Walker, Hulbert, Gray & Moore, LLP 
909 Ball Street 
Perry, Georgia 31069 
38687 1/15-1/22

25-057
APPLICATION TO REGISTER A 
BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED 

UNDER A TRADE NAME 
The undersigned hereby certifies that it 
is conducting a business in the City of 
Warner Robins, County of Houston, State 
of Georgia under the name of: Holistically 
Teresa and that the nature of the business 
is Nutritional Therapy Practitioner and that 
said business is composed of the following 
individual: 
Teresa Roberts, 
100 Mia Rae Court, 
Warner Robins, Georgia 31088.
38715 1/22-1/29

25-024
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF HOUSTON 
The undersigned does hereby certify that 
Waco Bob’s Trading Post, LLC in the city 
of Warner Robins, county of Houston in 
the state of Georgia, doing business in the 
following trade name, to-wit: Waco Bob’s 
Auction and Trading Post and located at 
748 N. Houston Road Suite D Warner 
Robins, GA 31093. The nature of the 
business is Auction House. The names 
and addresses of the persons, firms, or 
partnerships owning and carrying on said 
trade or business are:
Stephen Smith
P.O. Box 8282 
Warner Robins, GA 31088
38482 1/15-1/22
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Nariah Nelson (white) splits two defenders on her way to the basket.

By CLAY BROWN
HHJ Sports Editor

clay@hhjonline.com

Region standings have 
taken an early shape, with 
some clear leaders and los-
ers separating themselves 
from the pack early.

Here’s a roundup of the 
last week’s basketball:

Houston County
Boys: Houston County 

(17-4, 6-0 Region 2-5A) has 
taken sole control over the 
region with their highly-an-
ticipated 50-48 win over Lee 
County on Tuesday.

Braylin Mills pinned 
Brayden Moore’s potential 
game-winning shot on the 
backboard with under 10 
seconds to go to preserve the 
Bears’ win. After controlling 
the first half, HoCo lost the 
third quarter, badly, before 
stabilizing and coming out 
on top.

Josh Jackson once again 
led scoring with 10 points, 
2 rebounds, 3 assists 
and 1 steal, while Derek 
Henderson scored 9 points, 
pulled down 3 boards and 
dished out 1 assts. Mills also 
scored 8 points, 4 rebounds 
and 3 blocks.

The Bears took care of 
business against Coffee on 
Friday, 75-42 with Jackson 
scoring 19 points and 3 
assists, Malik Gillespie add-
ing 11 points, 3 rebounds 
and 3 assists. Mills again 
finished in double digits 
with 11 points, 3 rebounds 
and 1 block.

Northside gave HoCo a 
scare, but they ultimate-
ly came out with a 58-50 
win after scoring a couple 
straight baskets to end the 
game. Gillespie scored 18 
points, grabbed 3 rebounds 
and tallied an assist. 
Jackson scored 15 points 
and Kam Plummer added 
11 points, 4 rebounds and 
3 assists.

As region play winds 
down, HoCo will have 
a week before their next 
matchup on the road at 
Veterans on Saturday, Jan. 
25 at 4:30 p.m.

Girls: The Lady Bears 
(5-15, 0-6 Region 2-5A) have 
been without a win for the 
entire month of January, 
including lopsided losses 
against Lee County and 
Coffee, while also losing to 
Northside.

HoCo played better 
defense in the last three 
quarters of their 57-26 loss 

to Lee County, but it wasn’t 
enough as Syniah Rankin 
finished with 6 points, 
Jordan Brewster add-
ing 6 points and Madison 
Fillingame finishing with 4 
points.

The Lady Bears suf-
fered their third straight 
loss of 30 or more points 
when they hosted Coffee on 
Friday in a 70-26 final, and 
lost to Northside 50-27 on 
Saturday.

Their next game will be 
on Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
Veterans at 3 p.m.

Northside
Boys: Northside (9-9, 2-4 

Region 2-5A) has had an up 
and down last two weeks, 
finishing with a 2-3 record 
in their last five games.

They bounced back from 
their Crosstown Showdown 
loss with a 52-47 win at 
Peach County, but fell at 
HoCo to finish their three-
game road trip. 

Against HoCo, Vontrez 
Quainton led the scoring 
with 19 points and Braylon 
Price added 16 as they were 
without Jordan Gaines.

The Eagles will be back in 
action on Friday, Jan. 24 at 
home against Peach County 
at 7:30 p.m.

Girls: The Lady Eagles 
(8-10, 3-3 Region 2-5A) 
snapped their four-game 
skid with a 50-27 win 
over county rival HoCo on 
Saturday, behind Justice 
Lester’s team-high 9 points, 
with Taylor Johnson and 
Jazmine Burgess scoring 8 
points each.

They suffered a close 
33-29 loss at Peach County
on Tuesday, but will get a
rematch at home on Friday,
Jan. 24 at 6 p.m.

Perry
Boys: Perry’s (3-17, 0-6 

Region 1-4A) losing streak 
reached double digits on 
Saturday with their 62-49 
loss to New Hampstead, 
their 10th in a row.

Keelan Battle led the 
scoring effort on Tuesday in 
their 85-43 loss at Warner 
Robins with 9 points, Juju 
Carswell poured in 6 points 
and Kyle Jones matched 
that.

They had a fighter’s 
chance on Friday in their 
49-46 loss at Wayne County,
but ultimately fell.

They will host Caleb 
Jones and Benedictine on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21 at 6 p.m.

Girls: The Lady Panthers 

(12-6, 2-3 Region 1-4A) 
9-1 start has turned into a
2-5 start to the new year,
but they are hanging on to
fourth place.

Perry fell in two region 
contests to start the week; 
74-26 at Warner Robins and
41-23 at Wayne County.

Against the Demonettes,
Cam McKenzie led with 
8 points, Kennedi Miller 
added 7 points and 
Markayle Ragin finished 
with 6 points.

They did pick up their 
second region win in a 67-21 
final over New Hampstead, 
though.

The Lady Panthers’ next 
game will be the start of a 
two-game road trip, starting 
at Ware County on Friday, 
Jan. 24 at 6 p.m.

Veterans
Boys: After losing to HoCo 

and Lee County, Veterans 
(12-7, 3-2 Region 2-5A) has 
won three straight includ-
ing two region games.

On Tuesday they fin-
ished their five-game road 
trip at Bleckley County 
with a 56-50 win. Aiden 
Sweenor scored a team-high 
23 points, Jaivyon Dawson 
added 10 points and Tristen 
Abner scored 9 points.

The Warhawks kept up 
their winning ways with a 
big win over Thomas County 
Central, a 75-61 final where 
they limited leading Region 
2-5A scorer Eric Love III led
by Trey Byrd’s 18 points.
Sweenor and Abner added
17 and 13 points respec-

tively.
Veterans finished their 

week with a 41-36 win at 
Jones County. Dawson 
scored 13 points, Abner 
and Jordan Watson had 10 
points a piece.

The Warhawks’ next 
game is on Tuesday, Jan. 
21 at 7:30 p.m. when they’ll 
host Lee County in the first 
region rematch of the year.

Girls: The Lady 
Warhawks (12-7, 4-1 Region 
2-5A) lost to Jones County
on Saturday, which snapped
their three-game winning
streak including two region
wins by 30-plus points.

The most recent of which 
was a 76-45 final over 
Thomas County Central 
on Friday where Jessie 
Ortiz scored 19 points, 
Nariah Nelson followed 
with 17 points and Madison 
Sheppard added 10 points.

The Lady Yellow Jackets 
stuck around for a while 
as Veterans went through 
a cold spell, but the Lady 
‘Hawks worked the ball 
inside in the second half 
and put them away with a 
great third quarter.

They also beat Bleckley 
County 69-56 on Tuesday.

The Lady ‘Hawks have a 
rematch with Lee County 
on Tuesday at 6 p.m., and 
will look to avenge their 
only region loss so far.

Warner Robins
Boys: Warner Robins (10-

6, 3-2 Region 1-4A) has just 
not been able to figure it out 
this year.

It seemed like they were 
going in the right direction 
when they took care of Ware 
County at home to start a 
five-game winning streak, 
but in the first two games 
of their six-game road trip 
they fell to New Hampstead 
and Ware County.

The 68-63 loss at the 
Phoenix, who’ve now 
jumped Warner Robins in 
the standings, started a bad 
weekend that also saw them 
drop the rematch with Ware 
County 60-49.

Region 1-4A is much 
weaker than Region 2-5A 
the Demons were in last 
year, and while it’ll be an 
uphill climb to host the 
region tournament now, 
it’s still possible with the 
remaining schedule.

Girls: Not to jinx it, but 
it’s entirely possible the 
Demonettes (19-0, 5-0 
Region 1-4A) finish the reg-
ular season undefeated.

Ware County, who they 
took care of 52-40 on the 
road on Saturday, was their 
biggest threat remaining 
on the schedule. Trinitee 
Thomas scored 20 points, 
pulled down 9 boards and 
added 3 assists and 2 steals 
in the effort. Korveanna 
Slaughter scored 16 points, 
tallied 4 assists and got 4 
steals while Janelle Turner 
drew 5 charges on her 
6-point 6-rebound night.

For the other two games of
the week against Perry and 
New Hampstead, Warner 
Robins won by a combined 

score of 148-34, including 
a 74-8 final at the Lady 
Phoenix.

The remaining schedule 
is Wayne County (Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 at 6 p.m.), Northside, 
Perry and New Hampstead. 
The Demonettes won the 
previous matchups by a 
combined 276-97, and none 
of the games were closer 
than 30 points.

Warner Robins could fin-
ish the season 23-0.

Westfield
Boys: Westfield (6-9, 1-3 

District 5-3A) saw their los-
ing streak stretch out to 
five this week before they 
snapped it for their first 
district win on Friday.

The Hornets hosted unde-
feated St. Anne-Pacelli 
on Tuesday, losing 66-47 
against a long and athletic 
team.

On Friday, however, 
Westfield bounced back 
with a 44-38 road win over 
Strong Rock Christian, who 
plummeted to the bottom of 
the district standings and 
now stand as the lone win-
less team.

Westfield has their work 
cut out for them if they 
want to get in the district 
championship conversation, 
but they’ll start by host-
ing Brookstone on Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m.

They will travel to 
Deerfield-Windsor for 
a non-district game on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 at 3:30 
p.m.

Girls: The Lady Hornets
(8-7, 3-1 District 5-3A) had 
an opportunity to make a 
statement this week, and 
they did by taking down 
(then) 17-1 Strong Rock 
Christian 40-17 on Friday.

Although they lost 46-28 
to St. Anne-Pacelli on 
Tuesday, they still sit at 
second in the standings 
with an opportunity for a 
rematch coming up.

After last week’s wins over 
Brookstone and Calvary 
Christian, this week was 
an opportunity to prove the 
Lady Hornets belonged at 
the top of the district stand-
ings — they made a good 
case this week.

Westfield’s next game will 
be on Tuesday, Jan. 21 at 
home against Brookstone at 
6 p.m.

Houston County takes control of Region 
2-5A, region rematches coming up

See more photos at 
hhjonline.com
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Bailee Ross (32) puts pressure on Northside's Yuniza Mancilla in the paint. 
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WARNER ROBINS — 
They say there are no moral 
victories, but Saturday was 
about as close as it gets 
for the Northside Eagles 
(9-9, 2-4 Region 2-5A), who 
fell 58-50 to the Houston 
County Bears (17-4, 6-0 
Region).

Here are three observa-
tions from a gritty region 
contest:

Good effort with a man 
down

Jordan Gaines, who fre-
quents the top of the box 
score for Northside, was 
out with an illness against 
HoCo.

Despite that, and despite 
digging an early hole, the 
Eagles put up what has to 
be considered one of their 
best efforts of the season.

Though it was a loss, 
Northside came to a good 
team’s house and played 
sound basketball for much 
of the night.

“I don’t like moral vic-
tories, but I’m going to 
take this one tonight,” said 
Eagles coach Buck Harris. 
“To do what we did [without 
Jordan Gaines]…we had a 
chance right there. Cut it to 
four, maybe three, and we 
were right there. We gotta 
take care of the ball.”

“The first half, we had 
probably 18 turnovers, and 
you cannot compete against 
a good team when you got 
that many turnovers. And 
[HoCo is] a good team. They 
got great guards, they got 
good size [in the] post, and 
they got a good bench.”

Avoiding the snowball 
effect

The thing that doomed 
Northside against Warner 
Robins was they moved too 
fast.

When the Demons tied 
the game and eventually 

took the lead, it seemed like 
the Eagles moved quicker 
and quicker. They threw 
longer outlet passes when 
inbounding the ball or fac-
ing pressure, and made 
passes in the half court 
before reading the defense.

That happened again at 
the start of the game on 
Saturday after taking a 2-0 
lead. The Bears took off on 
a 14-0 run, and as the lead 
grew Northside made more 
and more dangerous passes 
trying to move quick enough 
to get behind the defense.

HoCo played up near the 
3-point line, aggressive-
ly camping in the passing 
lanes. Routine passes along 
the perimeter were not safe, 
and neither were entry 
passes, many of which went 
the other way for a score.

Instead of snowballing, 
though, the Eagles took 
a timeout and regrouped. 
From there they slowed 
down significantly and 
moved the ball as much as 
they needed to get a good 
shot.

It wasn’t perfect, in fact 
they went down 37-20 late 
in the second quarter, but 
they buckled down to close 
out the first half and con-
tinued in the second to come 
within three points with 
two minutes to play.

“We gotta listen to the 
coach. When we listen to 
the coach, I’m gonna try to 
put you in positions where 
you win the game,” Harris 
said of the message during 
the timeout. “We got to play 
possession basketball. We 
can’t play too fast, we got 
to play the right tempera-
ture and the right speed 
for us right now. And if we 
do that, we’ll be in some 
games.”

Work hard, play hard
Braylon Price is what 

most coaches picture when 
they say they want a player 

who works hard and plays 
harder.

He plays every possession 
like it might be his last, 
and despite being smaller 
at 5-foot-8, is not afraid to 
drive to the paint and fight 
amongst the giants.

He finished the night 
with 16 points and did not 
hesitate to put his head 
down and drive to the paint, 
despite Braylin Mills camp-
ing in the paint.

“He’s fearless, man. He’s 
the smallest guys out there. 
He goes and gets offensive 
rebounds in the land of the 
giants down there,” Harris 
said. “He competes, and 
that’s what I love. I love 
guys that play hard, I love 
guys that compete, and he’s 
learning.” 

“To be a point guard for 
me, I’m constantly on your 
behind, and I’m constantly 
on his, but he’s learning. 
He’s figuring it out, and 
he’s been good for us the 
last month or so. He’s been 
really good for us.”

Lady Eagles 50, Lady 
Bears 27

The Northside Lady 
Eagles (8-10, 3-3 Region 
2-5A) snapped their four-
game losing streak when 
they went into the Bear 
Den and beat the Houston 
County Lady Bears (5-15, 
0-6 Region) in one of their 
better defensive perfor-
mances of the season, on 
paper.

The 27 points they 
allowed on Saturday was 
the fourth-lowest total 
they’ve allowed all season, 
and they were on pace for a 
season-low when they held 
a 37-11 lead at the end of 
the third quarter.

Their current season 
low (and second lowest) in 
points allowed is against 
Rutland at 23 points, and 
24 points. They also allowed 
26 points to West Laurens.

Lady Eagles coach 
ChoRhonda Gwaltney-
Harris talked before the 
season about Northside 
adopting the hard-working, 
scrappy mentality all of her 
teams take on.

Though she repeated mul-
tiple times that they are far 
from where they want to 
be, and that there is a lot of 
work to do, Gwaltney-Harris 
acknowledged they’ve made 
progress nearly 70% of the 
way through the season.

Their effort in general 
was much better against 
HoCo than it was earlier in 
the week when they played 
Peach County.

Gwaltney-Harris didn’t 

disclose the number but 
said that the team had the 
most turnovers she’s ever 
had in all of her years of 
coaching.

Against the Lady Bears, 
though, Northside was dom-
inant at times.

The Lady Eagles had 
HoCo, for lack of a better 
term, discombobulated in 
the second half to the point 
where they struggled to 
even advance the ball.

There was one moment 
when the Lady Bears 
weren’t sure which way to 
take the ball, and commit-
ted a backcourt violation to 
cap a disastrous period.

Gwaltney-Harris shout-

ed from the sideline that 
Northside has scored on 
their own goal four times 
this season, and said after 
the game that the two pro-
grams are in identical spots.

Though there’s still a lot 
of work to do, there is prog-
ress being made in the bas-
ketball programs on Green 
Street.

UP NEXT
Northside will get back 

on the hardwood on Friday, 
Jan. 24 when they host 
Peach County at 6 p.m.

Houston County has a 
week before they get back 
in the swing of things. 
They travel to Veterans on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 at 3 p.m.

Northside Basketball Houston County Basketballvs

Eagles give Bears a scare; Lady 
Eagles get it done defensively to 
sweep series against Lady Bears
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Josh Jackson (0) looks to make a pass into the paint.

Clay Brown/HHJ

Chastan Brown (0) leaves his feet to throw a pass to a teammate.
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Taylor Johnson (blue) had 8 points in Northside's win over HoCo.
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